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Division I - Intent, Purpose and General Provisions 

Section 1-1000. Title. 

This Article, which has been adopted as Article I of the Land Development Code as contained 
in Chapter 36, Community Development, Springfield City Code, and the Official Zoning Map 
made a part hereof, shall be known and may be cited and referred to, as the Springfield Zoning 
Ordinance. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

Section 1-1100. Purpose. 

This Article is adopted in order to regulate and restrict the location and use of buildings, 
structures and land for trade, industry, residential or other purposes by dividing the City of 
Springfield into residential, business, commercial, industrial and other districts, each with their 
own regulations and restrictions with respect to the use and development of land within the 
City; to regulate and restrict the height, number of stories, size and bulk of buildings and other 
structures, to restrict the percentage of a lot that may be occupied by buildings or structures; to 
require setbacks from highways and streets, and to specify the size of yards and open spaces 
and the spacing of buildings and structures; to regulate the density of population; to conserve 
and protect the value and economic use of property within the City; to preserve buildings and 
structures and features thereof, that have historical significance; to prevent or ameliorate 
traffic congestion; and to preclude or mitigate adverse environmental impacts from the 
conduct of business, commercial and industrial enterprises. 

Section 1-1200. Regulated Activities. 

1-1201.	 Territorial Application of Regulations.  The regulations and restrictions in this Article shall 
apply to all buildings, structures, land and uses within the corporate limits of the City of 
Springfield. 

1-1202.	 Application to Building, Structures and Uses.  All buildings, structures and uses shall 
comply with all of the regulations of this Article unless otherwise exempted or grandfathered 
by other provisions of this Article. 

1-1203.	 Application to New Uses of Existing Structures.  If a use of any building or structure is 
hereafter changed to another use, then the new use must comply with the use regulations of 
this Article, but the establishment of a new use does not require an existing building or 
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Div. I – Intent, Purpose and General Provisions	 Sects. 1-1000–1-1900 

structure to conform to the lot size or open space requirements or the bulk regulations of this 
Article. 

1-1204.	 Application for Expansion or Enlargement.  If any building or structure is expanded or 
enlarged after the effective date of this Article: 

A.	 The entire building or structure shall comply with the use regulations of this Article; 

B.	 Any expansions or enlargements of a building or structure shall comply with the bulk 
and open space regulations of this Article; and 

C.	 The off-street parking facilities shall not be reduced below the requirements applicable 
to a similar new building, structure or use. 

1-1205.	 Application to Existing Uses, Buildings and Structures.  Any use, building or structure that 
does not conform to the regulations and restrictions in this Article but which was lawful and 
conforming when established or constructed may be continued subject to the restrictions and 
limitations of Section 5-1700, Nonconformities, of this Article. 

1-1206.	 Application to Existing Variances, Special Exceptions and Use Permits.  Variances 
granted prior to the date of this Article shall remain valid provided the use authorized by such 
variance has been established. Any building, structure, or use for which a special exception or 
use permit has been granted prior to the effective date of this Article shall be deemed to be a 
lawful use and shall have the same status as that of a special exception or conditional use 
authorized pursuant to this Article; provided, however, no such building, structure or use shall 
be altered, changed or expanded unless a conditional use permit therefor has been granted 
pursuant to Section 3-3300 of this Article. Buildings, structures or uses allowed by variances, 
special exceptions or conditional use permits which are not permitted under this Article may 
continue subject to the provisions of Section 5-1700, Nonconformities, of this Article. 

1-1207.	 Application to Open Land Uses.  If any use of open land is established or if any use of open 
land is changed to another use after the effective date of this Article, such new use shall 
comply with all of the regulations of this Article. 

Section 1-1300. General Provisions. 

1-1301.	 Permitted Uses.  No building or structure shall be built, moved, expanded or enlarged after 
the effective date of this Article, and no building, structure or land shall be used, occupied or 
designed for use or occupancy after the effective date of this Article except in a manner which 
is permitted by this Article. 

1-1302.	 Conditional Uses.  No use of a building, structure or land that is designated as a conditional 
use in any zoning district shall be established after the effective date of this Article and no 
existing conditional use shall be changed to another conditional use in such district after the 
effective date of the Article unless a conditional use permit has been secured in accordance 
with the provisions of Section 3-3300 of this Article. 
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1-1303.	 Use Limitations.  No permitted or conditional use established, altered, modified or enlarged 
after the effective date of this Article shall be operated or designed so as to conflict with the 
use limitations for the zoning district in which such use is, or will be, located.  No permitted or 
conditional use already established on the effective date of this Article shall be altered, 
modified or enlarged so as to conflict with, or further conflict with, the use limitations for the 
zoning district in which such use is located. 

1-1304.	 Lot Size Requirements. 

A.	 Except as permitted by Subsection 5-1702, no building or structure, or part thereof 
existing on the effective date of this Article, shall be built, moved, expanded or 
enlarged, and no land that is vacant on the effective date of this Article, shall be used, 
occupied or designed for use or occupancy: 

1.	 On a lot which is smaller in area than the minimum lot area, or minimum lot area 
per dwelling unit, required in the zoning district in which the building, structure, 
or land is located; or 

2.	 On a lot which is narrower than the minimum lot width required in the zoning 
district in which the building, structure, or land is located; or 

3.	 On a lot which is shallower than the minimum lot depth required in the zoning 
district in which the building, structure, or land is located. 

B.	 No existing building shall be expanded or enlarged after the effective date of this 
Article so as to conflict, or further conflict, with the lot area requirements for the zoning 
district in which the building is located. 

1-1305.	 Bulk Regulations.  In this Article, bulk regulations are expressed in terms of maximum 
height, maximum lot coverage, maximum floor area ratio, minimum setbacks and minimum 
front, side and rear yards.  No building or structure, or part thereof existing at the effective 
date of this Article, shall be built, moved, expanded or enlarged and no land vacant at the 
effective date of this Article shall be used, occupied or designed for use or occupancy: 

A.	 So as to exceed the maximum lot coverage percentage, the maximum height or the 
maximum floor area ratio specified for the zoning district in which the building or 
structure is located; or 

B.	 So as to provide any setback or front, side or rear yard that is less than that specified for 
the zoning district in which such building or structure or use of land is located or 
maintained. 

1-1306.	 Spacing and Open Space Requirements.  All buildings, structures and uses shall observe the 
spacing and open space requirements in the zoning district in which such building, structure or 
use is located. 

1-1307.	 Design Requirements.  All buildings, structures, and uses shall comply with the design 
requirements in the zoning district in which such building, structure or use is located. 
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1-1308.	 Bufferyard Requirements.  All buildings, structures, and uses shall provide and landscape 
the bufferyards required in the zoning district in which such building, structure or use is 
located. 

1-1309.	 Accessory Structures or Uses.  No accessory building, structure or use, as defined in Section 
5-1000 shall hereafter be built, moved, established or enlarged unless such accessory building, 
structure or use is permitted by Section 5-1000 of this Article. 

1-1310.	 Home Occupations.  No home occupation, as defined by Section 5-1100, shall hereafter be 
established, altered or enlarged in any residential district unless such home occupation: 

A. Is allowed as a permitted home occupation in accordance with Section 5-1100; and 

B. Complies with the conditions and restrictions imposed by Section 5-1100. 

1-1311.	 Temporary Structures and Uses.  No temporary building, structure, or use shall be built, 
established, moved or remodeled, altered or enlarged after the effective date of this Article 
unless such temporary building, structure or use is permitted by Section 5-1200 of this Article. 

1-1312.	 Signs.  No sign shall be built after the effective date of this Article, and no existing sign shall 
be moved or remodeled, unless such sign complies, or will thereafter comply, with the 
restrictions imposed by Section 5-1400. 

1-1313.	 Off-Street Parking and Loading.  No building or structure shall be built or moved after the 
effective date of this Article, and no building, structure, or land shall be used, occupied or 
designed for use or occupancy after the effective date of this Article unless the minimum 
off-street parking and off-street loading spaces required by Sections 5-1500 and 5-1600 are 
provided. No building, structure, or use already established on the effective date of this 
Article shall be enlarged unless the minimum off-street parking and loading spaces which 
would be required by Sections 5-1500 and 5-1600 for such enlargement are provided. 

1-1314.	 Number of Structures and Uses on a Lot. 

A.	 In the R-SF, R-TH and R-MHC (except in mobile home parks) districts, not more than 
one principal residential building shall be located on a single lot, nor shall a principal 
residential building be located on the same lot with any other principal building. 

B.	 More than one townhouse per lot is prohibited. 

C.	 In mobile home parks, multi-family districts and nonresidential districts, any number of 
buildings or structures and uses may be constructed or established on a single lot. (G.O. 
4570) 

1-1315.	 Driveways for Non-residential Districts.  No land which is located in a residential district 
shall be used for a driveway or vehicular access to any land which is located in any non
residential district. 
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1-1316. Residential Occupancy. 

A.	 Intent. This section is intended to reasonably regulate the number of persons who can 
live in a residential dwelling unit. Such regulation is needed to provide density control; 
preserve and enhance residential neighborhoods as stable, quiet places for citizens to 
live and raise children; protect safety and welfare; and maintain property values.  Such 
limits are also needed to insure that there are adequate public and private facilities 
including adequate off-street parking, utilities, and adequate lot size to accommodate 
the residents of each dwelling unit without impairing the character of the neighborhood. 
The City also finds there are a number of residential living arrangements other than the 
traditional biological family arrangement.  This section is intended also to 
accommodate those alternative living arrangements. 

B.	 Occupancy. A dwelling unit may not be occupied by more persons than one of the 
following family living arrangements: 

1.	 One (1) or more persons related by blood, marriage, adoption or guardianship 
living as a single housekeeping unit, in any district. 

2.	 Three (3) or less unrelated persons or two (2) unrelated persons, plus their 
biological, adopted or foster children or other minors for whom they have legally 
established custodial responsibility, living as a single housekeeping unit, in any 
district. 

3.	 Four (4) persons or less living as a single housekeeping unit in the R-LD, R-MD, 
R-HD districts and nonresidential districts which permit multifamily dwellings 
provided the off-street parking requirements of this Article are met, otherwise 
three (3) persons or less are permitted. 

C.	 A single housekeeping unit shall not be construed to mean a fraternity, sorority, club or 
institutional group. 
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1-1317. A.	 Measurement of Setbacks.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Article, the 
following setbacks, measured from the center line of the right-of-way 
(Fig. 1-1), shall be maintained along the following streets and highways: 

Street   
Classification    Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

 Freeway

 Expressway

 Primary Arterial

 Secondary Arterial

 Major Collector

 Residential Collector

 Commercial/Industrial
Local

 Residential Local

 Highway Access Road 

Residential Connector

Figure 1-1. 

150 feet plus the required yard setback 

65 feet plus the required yard setback 

50 feet plus the required yard setback 

35 feet plus the required yard setback 

30 feet plus the required yard setback 

25 feet plus the required yard setback 

30 feet plus the required yard setback 

25 feet plus the required yard setback 

20 feet plus the required yard setback 

20 feet plus the required yard setback 

B.	 Reduction in Setbacks.  If the required right-of-way for a street has been reduced 
below the adopted standards of the City by a preliminary plat or a plan adopted by City 
Council, after the effective date of this Article, the setback requirement specified above 
may be reduced by a corresponding amount. 
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C.	 Private Streets. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Article, the minimum 
setback shall be one-half (½ ) the width of the private street easement plus twenty-five 
(25) feet for private residential local streets and thirty (30) feet for private 
commercial/industrial local streets, measured from the center line of the easement for 
the private street. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

D.	 Vehicular Use Area.  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Article, the 
minimum setback for a vehicular use area shall be the total of either one-half (½) of the 
required rights-of-way for the classifications of adjacent public streets, as measured 
from the streets’ centerlines, or one-half (½) of the required private street easement, as 
measured from the easements’ centerlines, but as may be modified by Section 1-
1317.B., plus any required perimeter landscaping or bufferyard area. (G.O. 5425, 
11/15/2004) 

1-1318.	 Restrictions on Allocation and Disposition of Required Yards or Open Space. 

A.	 No part of required lot area, yards, open space, or off-street parking or loading space 
provided in connection with any building, structure or use shall be included as part of 
the minimum lot area, yards, open space, or off-street parking or loading space required 
for any other building, structure or use, except as specifically provided herein. 

B.	 All required lot area, yards, open space, off-street parking or loading space and septic 
systems provided in connection with any building, structure, or use shall be located on 
the same lot as such building, structure or use except as specifically provided by 
Subsection 5-1504, Location of Required Parking. 

C.	 No part of the lot area, yards, open space, or off-street parking or loading space 
provided in connection with any structure or use (including, but not limited to any 
building, structure or use existing on the effective date of this Article or of any 
amendment thereof) shall be subsequently reduced below the minimum requirements of 
this Article for equivalent new construction unless a variance is granted. 

1-1319.	 Reserved. 

1-1320.	 Exceptions to Height Regulations.  The following structures are not subject to the height 
limitations in this Article. 

A.	 When they are an integral part of a building:  elevator machinery, stairways, tanks, 
ventilating fans, or similar equipment required to operate and maintain the buildings, 
and fire or parapet walls, skylights, towers (excluding radio, television and 
telecommunication towers), steeples, flagpoles, chimneys, and smokestacks.  No space 
above the height limit shall be used to provide additional floor space for the use being 
conducted on the premises.  (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

B.	 When they are a separate structure:  water standpipes, water ground storage tanks, or 
similar structures. 
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1-1321. Established Frontage on Street.  All lots to be used for building sites must abut by their full 
frontage on a public street as shown on the Official Street Survey, except for lots fronting on 
private streets approved by City Council through the subdivision process or other ordinances 
or where such lots have been approved under Section 5-2300, Requirements for Common 
Open Space and Common Improvements, of this Article. 

1-1322. No Public Water or Public Sewer.  No use, which requires potable water or sewage disposal 
to operate, shall be established on a parcel of less than three (3) acres unless both public water 
and public sewer are provided. 

1-1323. Travel Trailer, Camper, Recreational Vehicle and Other Trailer Parking.  The parking of 
a travel trailer, camper or recreational vehicle for overnight accommodations or dwelling 
purposes in any district shall be prohibited except when such travel trailer, camper or 
recreational vehicle is located in a licensed campground or recreational vehicle park.  The 
parking or storing of a travel trailer, camper or recreational vehicle other than a mobile home 
in any district not in a licensed campground or recreational vehicle park, shall be permitted 
provided that no living quarters shall be maintained while such travel trailer, camper or 
recreational vehicle is parked or stored. No travel trailer, camper, recreational vehicle or any 
other trailer shall be parked in the required front yard of a lot or tract of land in any residential 
district or a lot or tract of land used for residential purposes in any other district except in a 
driveway leading to a required off-street parking space for a single-family-detached, single-
family-semi-detached, duplex or townhouse dwelling unit or mobile home on an individual 
lot. 

1-1324. Commercial Vehicle Parking.  The storage or parking of a van, bus, truck, tractor or trailer 
or other vehicle used for commercial purposes  with a gross vehicle weight of more than 
19,500 pounds, or any single unit with more than one drive axle,  in a residential district is 
prohibited. Any vehicle shall be exempted from this provision while providing repairs, 
deliveries or other services to the premises in the district.  Also exempted shall be all 
emergency vehicles, utility company vehicles, and vehicles on city or official government 
business. (G.O. 4775, 1-20-98) 

1-1325. Substandard Structures.  No structure shall be constructed, erected or moved in or onto any 
location in the City of Springfield, if such structure does not conform with the building code 
or sanitary and health regulations of the City.  Manufactured homes are not required to 
conform with the building code of the City of Springfield but shall bear the seal of the State of 
Missouri public service commission, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, or 
its agents. 

1-1326. Animals.  The purpose of this subsection is to regulate the districts in which household, farm 
and non-domestic animals are permitted.  It is also the intent of this subsection to minimize 
potential adverse effects on adjoining property, the neighborhood and persons in the vicinity 
from the improper management of such animals. 

A. Household Animals (Pets).  Household animals which are normally and customarily 
kept as household pets shall be allowed in any district.  Household animals shall not be 
raised for commercial purposes or consumption in any district where such use is not 
specifically permitted by the district regulations. 
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B.	 Farm Animals.  Farm animals shall only be allowed in conjunction with an agricultural 
use as permitted by Subsection 1-1331. 

C.	 Non-domestic Animals.  Non-domestic animals shall only be allowed in any lawfully 
established school, zoological garden, wildlife sanctuary or other place where such 
animals are kept for treatment, exhibition or amusement purposes. 

1-1327.	 Newly Annexed Territory. 

A.	 Zoning Classification.  Whenever any territory shall be annexed to the City of 
Springfield after the effective date of this Article, said territory so annexed shall 
maintain the zoning classification designated by the county in which the property is 
located until the City Council has had an opportunity to classify the territory properly 
after its annexation. 

B.	 Building Permits.  The owner, lessee, or any other person, firm or corporation owning, 
controlling, constructing, supervising or directing the construction of any building or 
structure in the process of construction and which is incomplete at the time the land 
upon which it is situated is annexed to the City of Springfield may proceed with the 
construction, alteration or completion thereof without obtaining a building permit from 
the Department of Building Development Services of the City of Springfield provided a 
building permit has been legally obtained from the county in which the property is 
located and all conditions and requirements of the permit are met.  If construction has 
not commenced prior to annexation, a permit shall be obtained from the Department of 
Building Development Services of the City of Springfield. 

1-1328.	 Moratorium on Designated Development Activities for Public Purposes in Plan Areas. 
The City Council may place a moratorium on designated development activities in all or a 
specific area of the City when a proposed or adopted plan or study recommends changes that 
will affect the designated development activities. 

1-1329.	 Exemptions in Railroad Rights-of-Way.  Railroad track, signals, bridges and similar 
facilities and equipment located on a railroad right-of-way, and maintenance and repair work 
on such facilities and equipment are exempt from the regulations of this Article.  This 
exemption shall not include railroad terminals and locomotive service and storage facilities, 
railroad switching and classification yards, and railroad car and locomotive repair shops. 

1-1330.	 Utilities. 

A.	 Utility Distribution Facilities.  Utility distribution facilities shall be exempt from the 
requirements of this Article except as follows: 

1.	 In new subdivisions, electric power lines of thirteen-thousand-two-hundred 
(13,200) volts or less, telephone lines, fiber optic cables, or any other wires, 
cables or conduits for conveyance of electrical power or the communications of 
messages, data or signals, and appurtenant equipment shall be placed 
underground. Utility providers may grant waivers from the requirement for 
placing utilities underground if economic or technological factors found to exist 
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on a site make placement underground not practically feasible.  It is the intent of this 
subsection that all utility providers develop policies and programs to promote the 
placement of utilities underground.  Temporary poles, overhead wires and associated 
overhead structures, to be used in conjunction with construction projects or to provide 
emergency service shall be exempt from the requirements of this Article. 

2.	 All other new and relocated electric power lines of thirteen-thousand-two-hundred 
(13,200) volts or less, telephone lines, fiber optic cables, or any other wires, cables or 
conduits for conveyance of electrical power or the communications of messages, data or 
signals, and appurtenant equipment, shall, according to the utilities policies, be placed 
underground to the maximum extent practical. 

B.	 Utility Substation Facilities.  Utility substation facilities shall be permitted in any 
district and shall comply with the following requirements. 

1.	 All utility substation facilities are exempt from the height requirements of this 
Article but shall meet all other lot size, bulk and open space requirements of this 
Article. 

2.	 When the facility is not contained within an enclosed building, a fence or wall at 
least eight (8) feet high shall be provided. If the building, fence or wall is 
painted, neutral colors shall be used. The fence or wall shall meet the front 
setback requirements of the district up to a maximum of twenty-five (25) feet.  If 
a chainlink security fence is provided and a front setback is required, a vegetative 
screen that will reach the height of the fence within three (3) years after planting 
shall be planted between the fence and the street.  A vegetative screen is not 
required if the chainlink security fence is more than one-hundred (100) feet from 
the property line. 

C.	 Utility Transmission Facilities.  Utility transmission facilities shall be exempt from 
the requirements of this Article. 

D.	 Other Facilities 

1.	 Exemptions.  The following utility uses are exempt from the requirements of this 
Article provided the use meets the design requirements of the City of Springfield 
and its location is approved by the City of Springfield. 

a.	 Facilities for the detention or collection of stormwater. 

b.	 Civil defense warning sirens. 

2.	 Lot Size Requirements and Bulk Regulations.  Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Article, none of the following public utility or public service 
uses shall be required to comply with the lot size requirements or bulk 
regulations of the zoning district in which they are located. 
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a.	 Water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage tanks. 

b.	 Stormwater detention, retention and treatment facilities. 

1-1331	 Agricultural Uses.  Agricultural uses, as defined in this Article, shall be permitted in any 
district provided: 

A.	 The uses are located on at least twenty (20) acres of land; 

B.	 No structure, other than a residence, that is accessory to or used in connection with an 
agricultural use, is located closer than three-hundred (300) feet to the lot boundary of a 
church, a school or a property zoned residential and used for residential purposes or 
platted for a residential subdivision; and (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

C.	 No agricultural use other than growing crops in the open is located closer than 
three-hundred (300) feet to the lot boundary of a church, a school or a  property zoned 
residential and used for residential purposes or platted for a residential subdivision. 
(G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

1-1332.	 Transitional Housing. Transitional housing is permitted in any district that allows residential 
uses provided it meets the same criteria for the residential use permitted in the district. (G.O. 
4763, 12/15/97) 

1-3333	 Emergency Shelters. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

A.	 Emergency shelters may exceed their bed capacity as permitted under Chapter 36 of the 
Springfield City Code, when the Springfield-Greene County Health Department issues a 
heat or cold advisory or warning provided that said shelters shall not permit an 
occupancy for sleeping greater than permitted by City of Springfield building and 
safety codes. 

B.	 Any emergency shelter, soup kitchen, transitional service shelter or combination of 
these three uses may exercise a transfer of development right to relocate all emergency 
shelter, soup kitchen or transitional service shelter uses from one location to another 
location that would be within the separations of such uses called for in this ordinance 
provided that City Council finds, following a recommendation by Planning and Zoning 
Commission, that 

1.	 Such relocation is not being made to the Center City District; and 

2.	 The relocation of said use or uses will reduce the intensity of similar uses in the 
area of the original location; and 

3.	 That the relocation will not pose any greater impact on the area to be relocated to 
than is present at the original location from such uses; and

 4.	 The use will be no closer to a soup kitchen, emergency shelter, or transitional 
shelter or any combination thereof than said use is presently to such facilities.  
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Section 1-1400. Other Laws and Regulations.  

The provisions of this Article shall be considered the minimum requirements for the 
promotion of the public health, safety, comfort, morals and general welfare.  Where the 
provisions of this Article impose greater restrictions than those of any statute, other ordinance 
or regulation, the provisions of this Article shall be controlling.  Where the provisions of any 
statute, other ordinance or regulation impose greater restrictions than this Article, the 
provisions of such statute, other ordinance or regulation shall be controlling. 

Section 1-1500. Establishment of Districts. 

The City of Springfield is hereby divided into the following zoning districts, the location and 
boundaries of which are shown on the Official Zoning Map, which Map is incorporated in this 
Article by this reference. The descriptions of the zoning districts set forth below are for 
explanation only. The regulations for each district are contained in Division IV of this Article. 

R-SF - Single-Family Residential District. 

A zone designed to accommodate single-family-residential development at a maximum 
density of seven (7) dwelling units per acre. 

R-TH - Townhouse Residential District. 

A district designed for single-family-detached, single-family-semi-detached, duplex and 
townhouse residences at a maximum density of eleven (11) dwelling units per acre. 

R-LD - Low-Density Multi-Family Residential District. 

A zone designed for townhouse and garden apartment development with a maximum density 
of eighteen (18) dwelling units per acre. 

R-MD - Medium-Density Multi-Family Residential District. 

A zone designed for multi-family dwelling units (apartments) with a maximum density of 
twenty-nine (29) dwelling units per acre. 

R-HD - High-Density Multi-Family Residential District. 

A zone designed for multi-family dwelling units (apartments) with a maximum density of 
forty (40) dwelling units per acre. 

R-MHC - Manufactured Home Community District. 

A zone designed for manufactured home communities at a maximum density of eight (8) units 
per acre. 
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O-1 - Office District. 

A zone designed for low-intensity office development with a maximum floor area ratio of 0.4. 

O-2 - Office District. 

A zone designed to accommodate office uses in the vicinity of the Center City District or other 
high-intensity use areas and with a maximum floor area ratio of 1.5. 

GI - Government and Institutional District. 

A zone designed for governmental buildings, major medical facilities and colleges and 
universities. 

UN - University Combining District. 

A zone designed to be used in combination with multi-family residential zones that adjoin a 
college or university.  Uses traditionally associated with such institutions are permitted. 

UC - Urban Conservation District. 

A zone designed to provide regulations that will encourage the conservation and enhancement 
of urban environments. 

L - Landmarks. 

A designation to ensure the preservation of historically and architecturally significant 
structures and the ambience and character of areas of the City which are historically 
significant because of the architecture of the buildings or because the buildings are associated 
with persons and events that are historically significant. 

PD - Planned Development District. 

A zone in which the land use regulations and restrictions are designed to provide flexibility in 
development while ensuring that such development will not adversely impact nearby property 
or the planning policies of the City. 

AO - Airport Overlay Districts. 

Zones designed to be used in combination with other zoning districts to regulate the 
development of noise-sensitive land uses in the vicinity of the Springfield Regional Airport. 

LB - Limited Business District. 

A zone designed to accommodate individual retail stores and personal service businesses that 
offer convenience goods and services that are normally a frequent or even daily necessity for 
residents of the surrounding neighborhood. 
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GR - General Retail District. 

A zone designed for uses that provide community-wide personal and business services, 
shopping centers and specialty shops. 

HC - Highway Commercial District. 

A zone designed to accommodate business and commercial uses that depend upon 
high-visibility and convenient sites on arterial streets in order to attract customers. 

CS - Commercial Service District. 

A zone designed to accommodate non-retail commercial and services uses. 

CC - Center City District. 

A zone designed to accommodate the existing mix of uses in the Springfield Central Business 
District and Commercial Street area. 

RI - Restricted Industrial District. 

A zone designed to accommodate industrial uses that are conducted entirely within a building 
and that have no external impact whatsoever. 

LI - Light Industrial District. 

A zone designed to accommodate industrial uses that have no outdoor operations except 
storage. 

GM - General Manufacturing District. 

A zone designed to accommodate industrial development that should be effectively buffered 
from all but other industrial and heavy commercial uses because of the potential such uses 
may have for affecting the use and enjoyment of nearby property. 

HM - Heavy Manufacturing District. 

A zone designed to accommodate railroad terminal and yard facilities and intensive 
manufacturing uses that may have adverse impacts on nearby property unless properly located 
and buffered. 

IC - Industrial Commercial District. 

A zone designed to allow a combination of industrial and commercial uses in those areas 
where the combination of such uses is consistent with adopted policies and plans. 
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Section 1-1600. Official Zoning Map and Rules for Interpretation. 

1-1601.	 Incorporation of Official Zoning Map by Reference.  The City is hereby divided into the 
districts listed in Section 1-1500, Establishment of Districts, of this Article as shown on the 
Official Zoning Map which, together with all explanatory matter thereon, is hereby adopted by 
reference and declared to be a part of this Article. 

The Official Zoning Map shall be prepared in triplicate originals and shall be identified by the 
signature of the Mayor attested by the City Clerk, and bearing the seal of the City under the 
following words: "This is to certify that this is the Official Zoning Map referred to in Section 
1-1600, Article I, Chapter 36, Springfield City Code." One of said originals shall be 
permanently preserved without being changed in any manner and shall be filed with the City 
Clerk for the use and benefit of the public. One original shall be hung in the office of the 
Department of Building Development Services and the other one in the office of the Secretary 
of the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Commission to keep up to date 
the originals on file in his office and the office of the Department of Building Development 
Services, showing all the changes, amendments or additions thereto and noting on such map, 
the Article number and the date of passage of each change, amendment or addition. 

If, in accordance with the provisions of this Article, changes are made in district boundaries or 
other matter portrayed on the Official Zoning Map, such changes shall be entered thereon 
promptly after the amendment has been approved by the City Council. 

No changes of any nature shall be made in the Official Zoning Map or matter shown thereon 
except in conformity with the procedures set forth in this Article.  Any unauthorized change of 
whatever kind by any person or persons shall be considered a violation of this Article. 

Regardless of the existence of copies of the Official Zoning Map which may from time to time 
be made or published, the Official Zoning Map which shall be located in the office of the 
Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Commission shall be the final authority as to the current 
zoning status of land and water areas, buildings and other structures in the City. 

1-1602.	 Rules for Interpretation of District Boundaries.  Where uncertainty exists as to the 
boundaries of zoning districts as shown on the Official Zoning Map, the following shall apply: 

A.	 Boundaries indicated as approximately following the center lines of streets, highways, 
or alleys shall be construed to follow center lines. 

B.	 Boundaries indicated as approximately following platted lot lines shall be construed as 
following lot lines. 

C.	 Boundaries indicated as following City limit lines shall be construed as following such 
City limits. 

February 12, 2007	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance I-15 



Div. I – Intent, Purpose and General Provisions	 Sects. 1-1000–1-1900 

D.	 Boundaries indicated as following railroad lines shall be construed to be midway 
between the main tracks. 

E.	 Boundaries indicated as following shorelines of bodies of water shall be construed to 
follow such shorelines, and in the event of change in the shoreline shall be construed as 
moving with the actual shoreline; boundaries indicated as approximately following the 
center lines of streams, rivers, canals, lakes or other bodies of water shall be construed 
to follow such center lines. 

F.	 Boundaries indicated as parallel to or extensions of features indicated in paragraphs A 
through E above shall be so construed. Distances not specifically indicated on 
the Official Zoning Map shall be determined from the scale of the map. 

G.	 Where physical or cultural features existing on the ground are at variance with 
those shown on the Official Zoning Map, or in other circumstances not covered 
by paragraphs A through F above, the Board of Adjustment shall interpret the district 
boundaries. 

1-1603.	 Classification of Vacated Streets and Alleys.  Whenever any street, alley or other public 
way is vacated by official action of the Planning and Zoning Commission, the zoning district 
adjoining each side of such street, alley or public way or to the new property line created by 
the vacation of the street, alley or public way shall be automatically extended to the center of 
such vacated street, alley or public way and all areas included in the vacated street, alley or 
public way shall then and thence forth be subject to all regulations of the extended district. 

Section 1-1700. Effect on Existing Building Permits and Applications. 

1-1701.	 Nothing in this Article shall be deemed to require any change in the plans, construction or 
designated use of any building or structure if: 

A.	 A building permit for such building or structure was lawfully issued prior to the 
effective date of this Article, or the effective date of any amendment thereto; 

B.	 Such permit had not by its own terms expired prior to such effective date; and 

C.	 Such permit was issued on the basis of an application showing complete plans, when 
required, for the proposed construction. 

1-1702.	 When a building or structure is completed under a permit to which this section applies, an 
occupancy certificate shall be issued in accordance with the zoning and building regulations in 
effect at the time the building permit was issued. 
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Section 1-1800. Separability. 

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the City Council that the several provisions of this 
Article are separable, in accordance with the following rules: 

A.	 If any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge any provision of this Article to be 
unconstitutional, invalid, or illegal, such judgement shall not affect any other provisions 
of this Article. 

B.	 If any court of competent jurisdiction shall adjudge the application of any provision of 
this Article to a particular property, building or structure to be unconstitutional, invalid, 
or illegal, such judgment shall not affect the application of said provision  to any other 
property of structure. 

Section 1-1900. Effective Date. 

This Article shall be in full force and effect as Chapter 36, Article I, Springfield City Code, 
from and after its passage and approval in the manner required by law. 
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Section 2-1000. Rules of Interpretation. 

When referring to this ordinance, the following rules of interpretation shall be applied, except when the 
context clearly requires otherwise. 

A.	 The particular shall control the general. 

B.	 In the case of any difference of meaning or implication between the text of this ordinance and any 
chart, graph, illustration or table, the text shall control. 

C.	 The word shall is always mandatory and not discretionary.  The word may is permissive. 

D.	 Words used in the present tense shall include the future and words used in the singular include the 
plural and the plural the singular, unless the context clearly indicates the contrary. 

E.	 The use of the male pronoun includes the use of the female pronoun. 

F.	 The word person includes individuals, firms, corporation, associations and any other similar 
entities. 

G.	 The words parcel, site, or tract are synonymous and are general terms for the description of land. 

H.	 The word City means the area of jurisdiction of the City of Springfield, Missouri. 

I.	 All public officials, bodies and agencies to which reference is made are those of the City of 
Springfield, Missouri. 

Section 2-1100. Definitions. 

Words in the text or tables of this ordinance shall be interpreted in accordance with the provisions set 
forth in this section. Where words have not been defined, the standard dictionary definition shall prevail. 

Accessory Apartment:  A separate, complete dwelling unit that is substantially contained within the 
structure of a single-family-detached dwelling. 

Accessory Building:  See Accessory Structure. 
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Accessory Structure: An accessory structure serves a principal structure or a principal use by 
contributing to the comfort, convenience or needs to the occupants, business or industry of the principal 
structure of use and is located on the same lot as the principal structure or use served. 

Accessory Use:  An accessory use serves a principal structure or a principal use by contributing to the 
comfort, convenience or needs to the occupants, business or industry of the principal structure or use and 
is located on the same lot as the principal structure or use served.  

Acre:  A measure of land area containing forty-three-thousand-five-hundred-sixty (43,560) square feet. 

Adult Day Care: The care, other than residential care, of an adult away from his own home on either a 
commercial or noncommercial basis for custodial purposes for only part of a 24-hour day. (G.O.5127, 
10/29/01) 

Adult Motion Picture Theater:  An establishment, which shall be in an enclosed building, and which 
presents motion picture films, video cassettes, cable television, or any other such visual media, 
distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to specified 
sexual activities or specified anatomical areas as hereinafter defined, for observation by patrons therein. 

Adult Store:  An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion of its stock in trade, books, 
photographs, pictures, magazines, and other periodicals or materials which are distinguished or 
characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to specified sexual activities or 
specified anatomical areas, as defined under Cabaret. 

Agricultural Use:  The production, keeping or maintenance, for sale, lease or personal use, of plants and 
animals, including but not limited to: forages and sod crops; grains and seed crops; dairy animals and 
dairy products, poultry and poultry products; livestock, including beef cattle, sheep, swine, horses, ponies, 
mules, or goats, or any mutations or hybrids thereof, including the breeding and grazing of any or all of 
such animals; bees and apiary products; fur animals; trees and forest products; fruits of all kinds, 
including grapes, nuts and berries; vegetables; nursery, floral, ornamental and greenhouse products; or 
lands devoted to a soil conservation or forestry management program but excluding: feed lots, stockyards, 
and animal slaughter houses. 

Alley:  A public way which extends only secondary means of access to abutting property. 

Alteration (Historic Structure):  Any act or process that changes one or more of the exterior 
architectural features of a structure, including, but not limited to, the erection, construction, 
reconstruction, or removal of any feature of the structure. 

Alteration, Structural:  Any change in a load-bearing member of a structure. 

Animal, Farm:  Any livestock or other domesticated animal raised for commercial or agricultural 
purposes. 

Animal, Household (Pets):  Any animal normally and customarily kept by domestic households for 
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pleasure and companionship, excluding poultry, pheasants, cows, livestock, chinchillas, horses, goats, 
sheep, monkeys and other similar animals and fowl. 

Animal, Non-Domestic:  Any feline (other than a domestic house cat), nonhuman primate, bear, wolf, 
coyote, fox, venomous reptile, or any other animals or crossbreed of such animals which have similar 
characteristics of the animals specified herein or are dangerous or unsafe for contact with humans. 

Animation:  Any action or motion other than flashing lights, automatic changeable copy, or indexing, in 
an attempt to develop a pictorial scene through the movement of lights or parts of a sign. 

Archaeological Significance:  Importance as an area, site, place or landscape that has yielded or is likely 
to yield information concerning past patterns of human settlement, or artifacts or information concerning 
previous cultures in Missouri or previous periods of the present culture.  Areas, sites or landscapes of 
archaeological significance may include, but are not limited to, aboriginal mounds, forts, earthworks, 
burial grounds, historic or prehistoric ruins, locations of villages, mine excavations or tailings, or other 
locations. 

Architectural Significance:  Embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, style or method 
of construction or use of indigenous construction, or representing the work of an important builder, 
designer, architect, or craftsman who has contributed to the development of the community, county, state 
or country. 

Attached Sign:  Any sign substantially and permanently attached to, applied on, structurally connected 
to, painted on, engraved on, etched on, or supported by, any part of a building. 

Automobile Sales:  The use of any building, land area or other premise, or portion thereof, for the 
display and sale of new or used automobiles, panel trucks or vans, trailers, or recreation vehicles and 
including any warranty repair work and other repair service conducted as an accessory use. 

Automobile Service Garage:  An establishment primarily engaged in automotive repair and services, 
including lubrication establishments. 

Automobile Service Station:  Any building, land area or other premises, or portion thereof, used or 
intended to be used for the retail dispensing or sales of vehicular fuels; and including as an accessory use 
the sale and installation of lubricants, tires, batteries and similar accessories. 

Automobile Wrecking Yard:  The dismantling or wrecking of used motor vehicles or trailers, or the 
storage, sale, or dumping of dismantled or wrecked vehicles or their parts.  The presence on any lot or 
parcel of land of two (2) or more motor vehicles, which, for a period exceeding thirty (30) days, have not 
been capable of operating under their own power and from which parts have been or are to be removed 
for reuse or sale, shall constitute prima-facie evidence of an automobile wrecking yard. 

Bar:  See Tavern. 

Basement:  A story partly or wholly below grade.  For purposes of height measurement, a basement shall 

February 12, 2007 Springfield Zoning Ordinance II-3 



Div. II – Rules of Interpretation and Definitions	 Sects. 2-1000–2-1100 

be counted as a story when the finished surface of the floor above the basement is (Figure 2-1): 

A.	 More than six (6) feet above the average grade. 

B.	 More than six (6) feet above the finished grade for more than fifty (50) percent of the total 
building perimeter. 

C.	 More than twelve (12) feet above the finished grade at any point. 

Figure 2-1 

Bed and Breakfast:  A dwelling, or portion thereof, that contains guest rooms where short-term lodging, 
with or without meals, is provided for compensation. 

Berm:  A mound of earth, typically located in a bufferyard to shield or block noise, lights or other 
nuisances. 

Bicycle Locker: An enclosure capable of being locked that can be rented or reserved for the storage of 
one (1) or more bicycles and serves as a parking facility that protects bicycles from theft and weather. 
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Bicycle Rack: A bicycle parking facility that is fastened to a mounting surface, can accommodate up to 
two (2) bicycles, can support each bicycle by its frame in two (2) places and, allows the use of a cable 
lock or U shaped lock to protect bicycles from theft. 

Bicycle Space: An area that includes a bicycle rack and is free of obstructions to allow for the convenient 
and accessible parking of a bicycle. (G.O. 5412, 10/18/2004) 

Block: A unit of land bounded by streets or by a combination of streets and public land, railroad rights-
of-way, waterways or any other barrier to the continuity of development. (G.O. 4828, 9/8/98) 

Boarding House:  An establishment or part thereof, in which lodging and meals is provided by the owner 
or operator for at least three (3) but not more than eleven (11) persons for compensation whether the 
compensation is paid directly or indirectly.                                                                              

Figure 2-2 

Bufferyard:  Land area typically containing trees, shrubs and other plants, berms, fences or walls and 
used to visibly separate one use from another or to block noise, lights or other nuisances (Figure 2-2). 

Buildable Area: The area of a lot remaining after the minimum yard and open space requirements of the 
Zoning Ordinance have been met. 

Building:  Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls and intended for the shelter, 
housing or enclosure of any individual, animal, process, equipment, goods, or materials of any kind or 
nature. 

Building Codes:  The Building Code of the City of Springfield, Missouri, together with the electrical 
code, plumbing code, fire code, and any related code(s) adopted by the Springfield City Council, and any 
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regulations adopted in conformance therewith. 

Building Coverage:  The horizontal area measured within the exterior walls of the ground floor of all 
principal and accessory buildings on a lot divided by the gross area of the lot. 

Building Floor Area, Gross Leasable:  In multi-tenant buildings, the total building floor area excluding 
non-leasable areas such as hallways, lobbies, malls and rest rooms. 

Building Floor Area, Net Usable:  For office, government, institutional and commercial uses, the total 
building floor area used for or intended to be used for a service to the public, including areas occupied by 
fixtures and equipment used for display or sale of merchandise, for show windows, or for offices 
incidental to the management or maintenance of stores or buildings.  Floors or parts of floors used 
principally for rest rooms or for utilities or for fitting rooms, dressing and alteration rooms, halls, storage 
rooms, file rooms, stairways, elevators shall be excluded. 

Building Floor Area, Total:  The total floor area of all floors of a building measured from the exterior 
face of exterior walls, but not including interior parking spaces, loading space for motor vehicles or any 
space where the floor to ceiling height is less than six (6) feet. 

Building Materials:  The physical characteristics which create the aesthetic and structural appearance of 
the resource, including but not limited to a consideration of the texture and style of the components and 
their combinations, such as brick, stone, shingle, wood, concrete, or stucco. 

Building, Principal:  A building in which the primary use of the lot, on which the building is located, is 
conducted. 

Bulk Plane:  A theoretical plane beginning at a lot line, or other locations as set forth in this Article, and 
rising over a slope determined by an acute angle measured up from the horizontal as set forth in this 
Article. The bulk plane defines the relationship of the height of a structure and the structure's setback 
from the lot line (Figure 2-3). 

Figure 2-3 
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Bulk Requirements:  Standards that control the height, intensity and location of structures. 

Bulk Storage:  The storage of chemicals, petroleum products and other materials in above-ground 
containers for subsequent resale (wholesale) to distributors or retail dealers or outlets. 

Business Area:  Any zoning district designated for office, government and institutional, commercial and 
industrial use. 

Cabaret:  An establishment which features topless dancers, go-go dancers, exotic dancers, strippers, male 
or female impersonators, or similar entertainers, distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter 
depicting, describing or relating to specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas as defined 
below. 

Specified anatomical areas: 

A.	 less than completely and opaquely covered human genitals, pubic region, buttock and female 
breast below a point immediately above the top of the areola; and 

B.	 human male genitals in a discernibly turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered. 

Specified sexual activities: 

A.	 human genitals in a state of sexual stimulation or arousal; 

B.	 acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse or sodomy; and 

C.	 fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, buttock or female breast. 

Candlepower:  The amount of light that will illuminate a surface one (1) foot distant from a light source 
to an intensity of one (1) footcandle.  Maximum (peak) candlepower is the largest amount of candle 
power emitted by any lamp, light source, or luminaire. 

Carnival or Circus:  An amusement enterprise consisting of rides, acts, shows, games, amusement 
devices, or other similar devices or any combination of such devices. 

Cemetery:  Property used for the interring of the dead,  including mausoleums. 

Central Business District:  The commercial, office and industrial area of Springfield centered on Park 
Central Square. 

Central Springfield:  The area of Springfield containing the Central Business District and most of the 
historically and architecturally significant resources of the city, specifically defined by the south 
boundary of the railroad right-of-way north of Commercial Street on the north, Glenstone Avenue on the 
east, Grand Street on the south and Kansas Expressway on the west. 
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Certificate of Appropriateness:  The official document issued by the Landmarks Board or the Director 
of Building Development Services, as provided for in Subsection 4-2403, approving any application for 
permission to construct, erect, demolish, relocate, reconstruct, restore, or alter any structure designated by 
the authority of this ordinance. 

Certificate of Economic Hardship:  A certificate issued by the Landmarks Board, as provided for in 
Subsection 4-2404, authorizing an alteration, construction, removal or demolition even though a 
Certificate of Appropriateness has previously been denied or may be denied. 

Child Day Care:  The care of a child away from his own home on either a commercial or noncommercial 
basis for custodial purposes for only part of a 24-hour day. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

Church:  A building or structure, or groups of buildings or structures, which by design and construction 
are primarily intended for the conducting of organized religious services and accessory uses associated 
therewith. 

Clinic, Medical or Dental:  An establishment where human patients are admitted for examination and/or 
treatment by one or more physicians, dentists, psychologists or social workers and where overnight 
lodging is limited to one (1) night for minor surgery. 

Clinic, Veterinary:  An establishment where animals are admitted for examination and treatment by one 
or more veterinarians and where animals are not lodged overnight. 

Clubhouse:  A structure accessory to a public or private noncommercial recreation area or facility and 
providing services to the patrons of such area or facility. 

Cluster:  A development design technique that concentrates buildings in specific areas on a site to allow 
the remaining land to be used for recreation, common open space, and preservation of environmentally 
sensitive features. 

Cluster Housing Development:  A form of residential development that permits a reduction in lot area 
and bulk requirements. 

Cocktail Lounge:  See Tavern. 

College:  An educational institution that provides a post-secondary instructional program, including 
classroom, laboratory and administration buildings, lecture halls, libraries, dormitories, dining halls, 
student centers, auditoriums, chapels, gymnasiums, stadiums, fraternities, sororities and other similar 
buildings and structures. 

Commercial:  Relating to the sale of goods or services. 

Commercial Off-Street Parking Lot or Structure: A parking lot or structure where a fee must be paid 
for use of the parking spaces. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 
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Commercial Vehicle:  Any vehicle designed, maintained, or used primarily for the transportation of 
property or persons for hire. 

Commission:  The Springfield Planning and Zoning Commission. 

Community Center:  A place, structure, area, or other facility for social, educational, and recreational 
activities of a neighborhood or community or subdivision, provided any such use is not operated for 
commercial gain. 

Community Corrections Facility:  A facility licensed by the State of Missouri for the housing, 
supervision, counselling, rehabilitation of and job training for individuals in need of care necessary to 
return them to a productive role in society who are criminal offenders on probation, whose probation or 
parole has been revoked, who are within one-hundred-twenty (120) days of their release from a prison, 
jail sentence or custody from the State Department of Corrections, or who are under supervision of State 
Probation or Parole or a similar agency, and who reside under the supervision of trained staff. 

Compensation:  The receiving of goods, services, or money in exchange for or as a result of a service 
performed. 

Comprehensive Plan:  The master plan, and its associated elements, of the City of Springfield, adopted 
by the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council, containing analysis, recommendations and 
policies for the community's population, economy, housing, transportation, community facilities and land 
use. 

Conditional Use:  A use permitted in a particular zoning district only upon showing that such use in a 
specific location will comply with all the conditions and standards for the location or operation of such 
use as specified in this Article and authorized by the City Council. 

Condominium:  A building, group of buildings or property in which units are owned individually and the 
common elements are owned by all the owners on a proportional, undivided basis. 

Construction:  The act of adding an addition to an existing structure or the erection of a new principal or 
accessory structure on a lot or property. 

Copy:  The letters, figures, characters, representations, pictures or wording on a sign, including any 
identification, description, symbol, trademark, object, design, logo, illustration, or device illuminated or 
non-illuminated which directs attention to a product, service, place, activity, person, institution, business, 
or solicitation, including any permanently installed or situated merchandise; or any emblem or painting 
designed to advertise, communicate, identify, or convey information. 

Council:  The City Council of the City of Springfield. 

Curb Grade:  The elevation of the top of the established curb in front of the building measured at the 
center of the building front. Where no curb grade has been established, the Director of Public Works 
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shall establish such curb grade or its equivalent for the purpose of this ordinance. 

Cutoff:  The point at which all light rays emitted by a lamp, light source, or luminaire are completely 
eliminated (cutoff) at a specific angle above the ground. 

Cutoff Angle:  The angle formed by a line drawn from the direction of light rays at the light source and a 
line perpendicular to the ground from the light source, above which no light is emitted. 

Cutoff-Type Luminaire:  A luminaire with elements such as shields, reflectors, or refractor panels which 
direct and cut off the light at a cutoff angle that is less than ninety (90) degrees. 

Day Care Center:  A facility other than the provider's permanent residence, where child or adult day care 
is provided for only part of a 24-hour day. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01)  

Day Care Home:  A dwelling, occupied as a permanent residence by the child or adult day care provider, 
in which care is given to no more than ten (10) children or five (5) adults not related to the day care 
provider for only part of a 24-hour day. (G.O. 4570) (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

Daylight Hours: The hours between sunrise and sunset. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

Degenerated Beyond Feasible Limits for Rehabilitation:  When the conditions of the structure are such 
that the economics of restoration preclude the landowner from making any reasonable economic use of 
the property if restored, or the restoration is infeasible from a technical or mechanical standpoint. 

Demolition (Historic Structure):  Any act or process which destroys in part or in whole any building or 
structure or any act or process which threatens to destroy a Historic Site or Historic Landmark or a 
structure within a Historic District by failure to maintain it in a condition of good repair and maintenance. 

Density:  The number of dwelling units per unit of land. 

Detached Sign:  Any sign other than an attached sign, and including any inoperable vehicle or any trailer 
located for the primary purpose of advertising. 

Detail:  Architectural aspects which, due to particular treatment, draw attention to certain parts or features 
of a structure. 

Detention Facility:  See Jail. 

Directional Sign:  Any sign which serves solely to designate the location of or direction to any premise 
or area. 

Director:  The Director of the Building Development Services Department of the City of Springfield, 
Missouri, or his or her designated representative. 
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District:  A part, zone or geographic area within the City of Springfield, within which certain zoning 
regulations apply and are uniform. 

Driveway, Circular: A driveway having two access points to a street. (G.O. 5355, 3/15/2004). 

Driveway, Shared: A driveway which provides access to a street for more than one parcel of land. (G.O. 
5355, 3/15/2004). 

Drive-In Facility:  A facility, typically accessory to a principal use, which encourages or permits 
customers to order, receive and consume services and goods, or be entertained while remaining in their 
motor vehicles. 

Duplex:  A structure on a single lot containing two dwelling units, each of which is totally separated from 
the other. 

Dwelling:  A building or portion thereof designed and used exclusively by individuals for no less than 30 
day residential occupancy with complete cooking and sanitary facilities, excluding hotels; motels; 
boarding, rooming and lodging houses; and institutional care facilities. 

Dwelling, Patio-Court Home:  See Dwelling, Single-family-semi-detached.


Dwelling, Single-Family-Detached:  A dwelling unit entirely surrounded by open space on the same lot.


Dwelling, Single-Family-Semi-Detached:  A dwelling unit attached to one or more dwelling units by

common vertical walls and each dwelling unit is located on a separate lot.  This definition may include

the term zero lot line house, twin house or patio court house. 


Dwelling, Townhouse:  A dwelling unit in a row of at least three (3) such units in which each unit has its

own front and rear access to the outside, no unit is located over another unit, and each unit is separated

from any other unit by one (1) or more common walls. 


Dwelling, Twin House:  See Dwelling, Single-family-semi-detached.


Dwelling, Two-Family:  See Duplex.


Dwelling, Multi-Family:  A dwelling on a single lot containing three or more dwelling units each of

which is totally separated from the others.


Dwelling Unit:  One or more rooms located within a dwelling that creates an independent housekeeping 
establishment for occupancy by one family with separate toilets and facilities for cooking and sleeping. 

Economic Hardship:  When the landowner cannot economically utilize the property and it is impractical 
to sell or lease it or no market exists for it at a reasonable price.


Effective Area (Signs):  Effective area means the area enclosed by the minimum imaginary rectangle, or 
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combination of contiguous rectangles, composed of vertical and horizontal lines which fully contains all 
extremities of the sign. This rectangle, or combination of contiguous rectangles, is to be calculated from 
an orthographic projection of the sign viewed horizontally. The viewpoint for an orthographic projection 
shall be rotated horizontally around the sign to give the largest rectangle. For flat signs, this viewpoint is 
directly opposite the face. For cubic signs, this viewpoint is opposite a corner. If elements of the sign are 
movable or flexible, as a flag or string of lights, the measurement shall be taken when the elements are 
fully extended and parallel to the plane of view. The sign seen from this viewpoint is then enclosed within 
the smallest rectangle, or combination of contiguous rectangles, which fully contains the sign.  The area 
of the rectangle, or combination of contiguous rectangles, is the effective area of the sign. A combination 
of contiguous rectangles may be used with more than one surface containing copy.  Any wireless facilities 
mounted on a sign shall be excluded when determining the effective area of a sign. (G.O. 5094, 7/9/2001) 

Emergency Shelter: A shelter whose services are available for up to thirty (30) days at any one time to 
residents. (G.O.4763, 12/15/98) 

Erect:  This term shall mean attach, alter, build, construct, reconstruct, enlarge, or move. 

Establishment:  An economic unit, generally at a single physical location, where business is conducted 
or services or industrial operations performed. 

Exceptional Tree:   A tree which meets the minimum qualifications for size, location, condition, and 
species as defined below. (G.O. 4685) 

A.	 Size: The tree must equal or exceed eighty (80) percent of the mature size for that species as 
defined by Michael A. Dirr in Manual of Woody Landscape Plants: Their Identification, 
Ornamental Characteristics, Culture, Propagation and Uses, current Edition, as amended 
from time to time. 

B.	 Location: The tree must serve some specific function in the landscape as measured by the 
following criteria. A minimum of fourteen (14) of twenty (20) total points must be scored 
from the following categories of the Tree and Landscape Appraiser’s Guide for Plant 
Appraisal, Eighth Edition, as amended from time to time. 

Three (3) points each: 
Sun radiation and reflection control; 
Wind control; 
Privacy; and 
Noise attenuation. 

Two (2) points each: 
Erosion control; and 
Light and glare shield. 

One (1) point each: 
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Drifting snow;

Safety barrier;

Air purification; and

Traffic control.


C.	 Condition: Tree must score a minimum of eighty-five (85) percent using the analysis of 
condition factors judging form developed by the Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers 
and found in the Guide for Plant Appraisal, Eighth Edition as amended from time to time. 

D.	 Species: Tree must score a minimum of eighty (80) percent using the values currently 
accepted by the Missouri Consulting Forester’s Association. 

Expressway:  A limited-access highway with some grade crossings and signals at major intersections. 
Intended for high-volume, moderate- to high-speed traffic movement across the metropolitan area with 
minimal access to adjacent land. 

Family:  The following living arrangements shall constitute a family for the purposes of this Article: 

A.	 One (1) or more persons related by blood, marriage, adoption or custodial relationship living 
as a single housekeeping unit; or 

B.	 Three (3) or less unrelated persons living as a single housekeeping unit; or 

C.	 Two (2) unrelated persons, plus their biological, adopted or foster children or other minors 
for whom they have legally established custodial responsibility, living as a single 
housekeeping unit. 

Domestic servants, employed on the premises, may  be housed on the premises without being counted as 
part of the family.  The term family shall not be construed to mean a fraternity, sorority, club or 
institutional group. 

Feedlot:  A confined land area for fattening cattle or other animals or temporarily holding such animals 
for shipping. 

Fitness Centers:  Athletic facilities, which are primarily indoors, including, but not limited to, gyms, 
health and exercise clubs and martial arts centers. 

Flashing Light:  A continuously intermittent light or sequential light; but not including animation or 
lighting changes which change the copy of a sign. 

Flea Markets:  An indoor establishment, not including shopping centers, individual retail operations or 
sales conducted by a nonprofit or charitable organization, that is open to the general public and composed 
of five or more stalls, rooms, stands or spaces used for the purpose of display and sale, exchange or barter 
of merchandise and where a fee may be charged to prospective buyers for admission and a fee may be 
charged for the privilege of offering or displaying such merchandise. 
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Floor area, Gross:  The sum of the gross horizontal areas of the several floors of a building measured 
from the exterior face of exterior walls, or from the centerline of a wall separating two buildings, but not 
including interior parking spaces, loading space for motor vehicles, or any space where the floor-to-
ceiling height is less than six feet. 

Floor Area, Net Usable: The total of all floor areas of a building, excluding stairwells and elevator 
shafts, equipment rooms, interior vehicular parking or loading, storage areas, and all floors below the first 
or ground floor, except when used or intended to be used for human habitation or service to the public. 

Floor Area Ratio (FAR): The gross floor area of all buildings on a lot divided by the lot area.  For the 
purposes of this ordinance, parking decks are not included in calculating the floor area ratio (Figure 2-4). 

Figure 2-4 

Footcandle:  A unit of illumination produced on a surface, all points of which are one (1) foot from a 
uniform point source of one (1) candle. 

Fraternal Organization:  A group of people formally organized for  a common  interest, usually 
cultural, religious or entertainment, with regular meetings, rituals and formal written membership 
requirements. 

Fraternity House:  A dwelling maintained exclusively for fraternity members and their guests or visitors 
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and affiliated with an academic or professional college, university or other institution of higher learning. 

Freeway:  A limited-access highway with no traffic stops and with grade-separated interchanges at major 
thoroughfares. Intended for high-volume, high-speed traffic movement between cities and across the 

metropolitan area, and not intended to provide direct access to adjacent land. 

Frontage:  That part of a lot or premise immediately adjacent to a street or streets without regard to 
access to, or elevation of, the street or streets. 

Funeral Home:  A building used for the preparation of the deceased for burial and the display of the 
deceased and ceremonies connected therewith before burial or cremation, but shall not include facilities 
for cremation. 

General Public:  Any and all individuals without any prior qualifications. 

Glare:  The effect produced by brightness sufficient to cause annoyance, discomfort, or loss in visual 
performance and visibility. 

Greenhouse:  A building whose roof and sides are made largely of glass or other transparent or 
translucent material and in which the temperature and humidity can be regulated for the cultivation of 
delicate or out-of-season plants for subsequent sale or for personal enjoyment. 

Group Home, Custodial:  A dwelling in which unrelated mentally or physically handicapped, or 
otherwise mentally or physically impaired persons reside with houseparents or guardians. 

Group Home, Residential:  A single-family-detached dwelling in which no more than ten (10) people 
reside, comprised of the following: eight or fewer unrelated mentally or physically  handicapped persons, 
no more than two persons acting as houseparents or guardians who need not be related to each other or to 
any of the mentally or physically handicapped persons, residing in the dwelling, and the children of the 
houseparents or guardians. 

Hazardous Substance:  (a) any material or waste which poses a present or potential hazard to human 
health or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of, or otherwise 
managed; (b) any material which is hazardous within the meaning of any federal, state, or local law, 
regulation or ordinance, including but not limited to:  (1) the federal Resource Conservation and 
Recovery Act, as amended, 42 USC 6901, et seq.; or (2) substances regulated under the federal Toxic 
Substances Control Act, as amended, 15 USC 2601, et seq.; or (3) substances described or regulated as 
hazardous or toxic under Missouri state statutes or regulations; or (4) substances described or regulated as 
hazardous or toxic under the ordinances or regulations of the City of Springfield. 

Height:  The vertical distance of a structure measured from the average established grade at the street lot 
line or from the average natural ground level, if higher; or if no street grade has been established to the 
highest point of the roof's surface if a flat surface; to the deck line of mansard roofs; and to the mean 
height level between eaves and ridge for hip or gable roofs.  In measuring the height of a building, the 
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following structures shall be excluded: chimneys, cooling towers, telecommunication towers, ornamental 
cupolas, domes, or spires, elevator bulk heads, penthouses, tanks, water towers, and parapet walls not 
exceeding four (4) feet in height (Figure 2-5). 

Height Limit: The vertical distance measured from the average ground level at the base of a structure 
above which no part of any structure shall extend.  (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Height of Tower Above Grade or Ground:  The vertical distance between the highest point of the tower 
and the natural grade directly below this point. 

Historic Design Guideline:  A standard of appropriate activity that will preserve the historic architectural 
character of a structure or area. 

Historic Designation Ordinance:  An ordinance enacted by the City Council pursuant to this Article that 
provides for the nomination, designation, and protection of a Historic Landmark and/or Historic District 
and that contains, at a minimum, the elements required by Subsection 4-2402.C of this Article. 

Historic District:  An area designated as a Historic District by ordinance of the City Council, pursuant to 
procedures prescribed herein, and which is a geographically definable area possessing a significant 
concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites or structures united by past events, plan or physical 
development.  A district may comprise individual elements separated geographically but linked by 
association, plan, design or history.  Designation as a Historic District will be considered an overlay 
zoning district and binding review of exterior alterations and demolitions by the Springfield Landmarks 
Board, as provided for in Section 4-2400, will be required. 

Figure 2.5 
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Historic Landmark:  A property or structure designated as a Historic Landmark by ordinance of the City 
Council, pursuant to procedures prescribed herein, which is worthy of rehabilitation, restoration, and 
preservation because of its historic and/or architectural significance to the City.  Historic Landmark status 
will be reserved for those properties displaying exemplary historic or architectural significance. 
Designation as a Historic Landmark will be considered an overlay zoning district and binding review of 
exterior alterations and demolitions by the Springfield Landmarks Board, as provided for in Section 
4-2400, will be required. 

Historic Significance:  Character, interest or value as part of the development, heritage, or culture of the 
community, county, state or country; as the location of an important local, county, state or national event; 
or through identification with a person or persons who made important contributions to the development 
of the community, county, state or country. 

Historic Site:  A property or structure designated as a Historic Site by resolution of City Council, 
pursuant to procedures prescribed herein, which is worthy of rehabilitation, restoration and preservation 
because of its historic and/or architectural significance to the City but which is of insufficient significance 
to merit Historic Landmark status. 

Home Occupation:  An activity carried out for compensation in a residential dwelling unit. 

Hospital:  An institution providing primary health services and medical or surgical care to persons, 
primarily inpatients suffering from illness, disease, injury, deformity and other abnormal physical or 
mental conditions, and including, as an integral part of the institution, related facilities such as 
laboratories, outpatient facilities or training facilities. 

Hospital, Animal:  An establishment where animals are admitted for examination and treatment by one 
or more veterinarians and where there are facilities to lodge animals that are being treated. 

Hotel:  A facility offering transient lodging accommodations to the general public.  Such facilities may 
contain suites with cooking facilities for extended lodging accommodations. 

Ideological and Non-Commercial Sign:  A sign which does not name or advertise a product, service, or 
business but only expresses a viewpoint, non-commercial message, opinion or idea.  This includes 
commemorative plaques, historic markers, holiday decorations, political signs, political or fraternal flags 
or emblems, or protective signs which are commonly associated with safeguarding the permitted uses of a 
premise, including but not limited to vicious dog, no trespassing, neighborhood watch, and authorized 
parking only. 

Impervious Surface:  Any part of a lot that is covered by buildings, structures, parking areas, driveways 
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and any other surfaces which reduce or prevent absorption of storm water (Figure 2-6). 

Figure 2.6 

Interior Landmark:  An interior, or part thereof, designated as an Interior Landmark by ordinance of the 
City Council, pursuant to procedures prescribed herein, which is worthy of rehabilitation, restoration and 
preservation because of its historic and/or architectural significance to the City and which remains 
substantially intact in terms of (1) original configuration, (2) original volume, (3) original architectural 
ornamentation and decoration; and which exhibits surviving original historical finishes or has the 
potential for research which could aid in the accurate restoration of such finishes.  Interior Landmark 
status will be reserved for those interiors displaying exemplary historic or architectural significance which 
are customarily open or accessible to the public, or to which the public is customarily invited (not 
including interiors utilized as places of religious worship). Each designation of an Interior Landmark 
shall specify in some detail which interior features are to be protected, and shall be accompanied by a file 
of photographs which permanently document such features.  Designation as an Interior Landmark will be 
considered an overlay zoning district and binding review of alterations and demolitions by the Springfield 
Landmarks Board, as provided for in Section 4-2400, will be required. Protected features may be covered 
temporarily or removed and placed into protected storage only if a Certificate of Appropriateness has 
been issued for the work. 

Jail: Facilities in which persons accused or convicted of offenses are held in custody, confined or housed 
prior to or during trial or for incarceration after trial and conviction, excluding community corrections 
facilities and individuals confined to their own home by means of electronic surveillance or an equivalent 
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thereto. (G.O. 4829, 9/8/98) 

Kennel:  An establishment licensed to operate a facility housing dogs, cats, or other household pets and 
where grooming, breeding, boarding, training, or selling of animals is conducted as a business. 

Kindergarten:  See Preschool. 

Landscaping Materials:  Landscape materials include lawns, trees, plants, and other natural and 
decorative features. In addition, it can include non-living materials such as mulch, brick, concrete, stone, 
cobbles, wood blocks, gravel, and sand. 

Ldn:  See Yearly Day-Night Average Sound Level. 

Loading Space:  An off-street space or berth on the same lot with a building or contiguous to a group of 
buildings, for the temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while loading or unloading merchandise or 
materials. 

Lodging House:  A establishment or part thereof, in which lodging is provided by the owner or operator 
for at least three (3) but not more than eleven (11) persons for compensation,  whether the compensation 
is paid directly or indirectly. 

Figure 2-7. 

Lot:  A parcel of land approved in accordance with the procedures set forth by Chapter 36, Article II, 
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Subdivision Regulations, intended to be separately owned, developed, and otherwise used as a unit

(Figure 2-7).


Lot Area:  The total horizontal area within the lot lines of a lot.


Lot, Corner:  A lot situated at the intersection of two (2) or more streets (Figure 2-7).


Figure 2-8. 

Lot Depth:  The horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines measured along the median 
between the two (2) side lot lines. 

Lot, End:  A lot on either end of a row of lots and intended for a townhouse attached on one side to 
another townhouse and with a yard on the opposite side.  (Figure 2-8). 

Lot, Front of:  The front of a lot shall be considered to be that side of the lot which fronts on a street. In 
the case of a corner lot, unless specifically noted otherwise on the final plat, the narrowest side fronting 
on the street shall be considered to be the front of the lot. In case the corner lot has equal frontage on two 
or more streets, unless specifically noted otherwise on the final plat,  the lot shall be considered to front 
on that street with the greatest number of lots fronting between the closest intersecting streets. (G.O.5127, 
10/29/01). 

Lot, Interior:  A lot other than a corner lot (Figures 2-7 and 2-8). 

Lot Line:  A boundary line of a lot. 

Lot Line, Front:  The lot line separating a lot from the street.  On a corner lot, unless specifically noted 
otherwise on the final plat, the shortest lot line abutting a street is the front lot line; on a through lot, both 
lot lines abutting the streets are the front lot lines; on a flag shaped lot, the front lot line is also that lot line 
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most parallel to the front lot line abutting the street (Figure 2-9). (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

Lot Line, Rear:  Any lot line not a front or side lot line.  The rear lot line for a triangular shaped lot shall 
be a line ten (10) feet long drawn between the lot's side lot lines and parallel to the front lot line (Figure 2-
9). 

Figure 2-9 

Lot Line, Side:  The lot lines that intersect with a lot's front lot line (Figure 2-9). 

Lot of Record:  A lot which exists as shown or described on a plat or deed in the records of the 
appropriate County Recorder of Deeds and as approved by Chapter 36, Article II, Subdivision 
Regulations. 

Lot, Reversed Corner:  A corner lot with a side street line which is substantially a continuation of the 
front lot line of the lot to its rear (Figure 2-7). 

Lot, Through:  A lot having frontage on two parallel streets, or which fronts upon two (2) streets which 
do not intersect at the boundaries of the lot (Figure 2-7). On a through lot, both lot lines abutting the 
streets are the front lot lines. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

Lot Width:  The horizontal distance between the side lot lines, measured at right angles to the lot depth 
along a line parallel to the front lot line at the minimum required building setback line. 

Luminaire:  A complete lighting unit consisting of a light source and all necessary mechanical, electrical 
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and decorative parts. 

Manufactured Home: A factory-built structure which bears the seal of the State of Missouri public 
service commission, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, or its agent, and which, in the 
traveling mode, is eight (8) body feet or more in width or forty (40) body feet or more in length, or, when 
erected on site, contains three-hundred-twenty (320) or more square feet, equipped with the necessary 
service connections and made so as to be readily movable as a unit on its own running gear and designed 
to be used as a dwelling unit with or without a permanent foundation. 

Manufactured Housing Development:  A site with required improvements and utilities for the long-
term placement of manufactured homes for dwelling purposes.  Services and facilities for residents of the 
development may also be included on the site. 

Manufactured Housing Subdivision:  A development containing lots intended primarily for the 
individual placement of manufactured homes for dwelling purposes. 

Master Plan:  See Comprehensive Plan. 

Maximum Permitted Lumination:  The maximum illumination measured in footcandles at the interior 
bufferyard line, or property line if no bufferyard is required, at ground level in accordance with the 
standards of Subsection 6-1402. 

Mobile Home:  A transportable, factory-built home, designed to be used as a year-round residential 
dwelling and built prior to the enactment of the Federal Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety 
Standards Act of 1974, which became effective June 16, 1976. 

Mobile Home Park:  See Manufactured Housing Development. 

Modular Home:  A factory-built transportable structure which bears the seal of the State of Missouri 
public service commission or is built to the BOCA Basic Building Code as adopted by the City of 
Springfield and which does not have its own running gear and is designed to be used as a dwelling unit 
with a permanent foundation. 

Motel:  An establishment providing transient accommodations on a daily rate to the general public with at 
least twenty-five (25) percent of all rooms having direct access to the outside without the necessity of 
passing through the main lobby of the building. 

Noise Level Reduction (NLR):  The reduction of outside noise transmitted inside a structure achieved 
through the incorporation of noise attenuation into the design and construction of the structure. 

Non-Business Area:  Any area within a residential zoning district, including areas therein where legal 
non-residential uses are present. 

Nonconforming Building:  Any structure that does not meet the limitations on structure size and location 
on a lot for the district in which such structure is located and for the use to which such structure is being 
put at the time the structure was established. 
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Nonconforming Use:  A use of land that does not comply with the use regulations for its zoning district 
but which complied with applicable regulations at the time the use was established. 

Nursery:  A place where trees, shrubs, or flowering plants are raised for commercial purposes from seed 
or otherwise in order to be transplanted or propagated. 

Nursery School:  See preschool. 

Nursing Home:  An extended or intermediate care facility licensed or approved to provide full-time 
convalescent or chronic care to individuals who, by reason of advanced age, chronic illness or infirmity, 
are unable to care for themselves. 

Off-Premise Sign:  Any sign other than an on-premise sign. 

Office, Administrative:  An establishment primarily engaged in management and general administrative 
functions such as executive, personnel, finance and sales activities performed centrally for other 
establishments of the same company. 

Office, Business:  An office for conducting the affairs of business or an establishment engaged in 
rendering services to business establishments such as advertising; data processing; employment service; 
management and consulting services and protective services. 

Office, Medical:  An office for a physician, physical therapist, chiropractor, surgeon or any other medical 
professional of the same general character.  Medical offices do not include significant diagnostics, testing 
or out-patient surgery facilities normally associated with medical clinics or hospitals. 

Office, Professional:  An office of a member or members of a recognized profession such as an 
accountant, architect, attorney, engineer, insurance agent, real estate agent, personal or family counselor, 
public stenographer or any other profession which is of the same general character. 

Office, Sales:  An office accessory to a manufacturing, production, processing, cleaning, servicing, 
testing, repair or storage activity where sales are primarily generated by telephone or off site by 
salespersons with only incidental retail sales on site. 

Office/Retail/Warehouse Combination:  A facility that provides combined office, retail and warehouse 
facilities for one or more small establishments. 

On-Premise Sign:  Any sign designating the name of the owner or occupant of the premises upon which 
the sign is placed, or identifying such premises; or advertising goods manufactured or produced or 
services rendered on or listing the sale or lease of, the premises upon which the entire sign is located. 

Open Space:  Any occupied space on a lot that is unobstructed to the sky except for the ordinary 
projection of cornices and eaves. Open space shall not include areas covered by structures, decks, 
porches, parking areas, driveways, internal streets and other forms of impervious surface (Figure 2-6). 
Water bodies that are not subject to public ownership shall also be included as open space. 
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Ordinary Maintenance and Repair:  Where the purpose of the work is stabilization or is normal, 
customary and routine affecting the exterior of the structure or the outside of the site, except for items 
specifically requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness. 

Orphanage: An institution licensed by the state for the care of orphans or other abandoned children 
placed in the institution by a court order or a state agency. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

Overnight Shelter: (Definition repealed, G.O. 4852, 11/23/98) 

Owner of Record:  The person, corporation, trustee or other legal entity listed as owner of a lot in the 
records of the County Recorder of Deeds. 

Package Liquor Store:  An establishment where alcoholic beverages are sold for consumption off the 
property. 

Paving:  Brick, stone, concrete, asphalt, or other impervious dustless material placed on the surface of the 
land. 

Pawn Shop:  Any establishment that loans money on deposit of personal property or deals in the 
purchase or possession of personal property on condition of selling the same back again to the pledger 
or depositor, or loans or advances money on personal property by taking chattel mortgage security 
thereon, and takes or receives such personal property. This classification does not include secondhand 
motor vehicles, parts or accessories. 

Peak Hour Trips:  Total number of trip ends generated by a site during the hour when the adjacent street 
carries the maximum number of trips or during the hour when the site generates the maximum number of 
trip ends. 

Permanent Sign:  Any sign which is not a temporary sign. 

Person:  Any individual, corporation, association, firm, partnership, institution, or other legal entity, 
singular or plural. 

Pervious Surface:  Any material that allows the absorption of storm water (Figure 2-6). 

Pick-Up Facility:  A facility typically accessory to a commercial establishment designed solely for the 
distribution of goods to the customer which have been ordered before arriving at the establishment. 

Porch:  A roofed, open area usually attached to or part of and with direct access to or from a building.  A 
porch becomes a room when the space enclosed is heated or air conditioned or, if glazed, when the 
percentage of window area to wall area of the porch, not attached to the building, is less than seventy-five 
(75) percent. 

Porch, Open:  A porch where at least seventy-five (75) percent of the sides of the porch not attached to 
the building are empty voids and whose voids are neither glazed or screened. 

II-24 Springfield Zoning Ordinance February 12, 2007 



Div. II – Rules of Interpretation and Definitions Sects. 2-1000–2-1100 

Power/Communications Conduits:  Electric power lines, telephone lines, fiber optic cables, or any other 
wires, cables or conduits for the conveyance of electric power or the communication of messages, data or 
signals, and appurtenant equipment. 

Premise:  A premise is any tract of land, consisting of one (1) or more lots, under single or multiple 
ownership, which operates as a functional unit. When developed, a premise shall also possess one or 
more of the following criteria: 

A. Shared parking; 

B. Common management; 

C. Common identification; 

D. Common access; or 

E. Shared circulation. 

Preschool:  A facility where educational services  are provided for children below first grade not 
otherwise a part of the school system. For purposes of this ordinance, such educational services and 
facilities shall be considered as child day care centers.  

Preservation:  The act or process of sustaining the form and extent of a structure essentially as it now 
exists.


Principal Building:  See Principal Structure.


Principal Structure:  A structure, or group of structures, in which the principal use of the lot on which it

is located is conducted.


Principal Use:  The primary or predominant use of any lot.


Printing Establishment:  A large-scale establishment that utilizes printing presses and other equipment

to print material and/or bind books.


Print Shop:  A typically small scale retail establishment that provides duplicating or document

production services using photocopy, blueprint, word processing or offset printing equipment or small

printing presses, to include collating of booklets and reports.


Prison:  See Jail.


Private Club:  An organization of persons for special purposes or for the promulgation of sports, arts,

literature, politics, or the like. 

Proportion:  The relative physical sizes within and between buildings and building components (Figures 
2-10a and 2-10b). 
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Figure 2-10a. Figure 2-10b. 

Protection:  The act or process of applying measures designed to affect the physical condition of a 
property by defending or guarding it from deterioration, loss, or vandalism, or to cover or shield the 
property from danger.  In the case of structures, such treatment is generally temporary and anticipates 
future treatment; in the case of archaeological sites, the measure may be temporary or permanent. 

Public:  Maintained for or used by the people of the City of Springfield on a non-commercial basis. 

Public Improvement Project:  An action by the City of Springfield or any of its departments or agencies 
involving major modification or replacement of streets, sidewalks, curbs, street lights, street or sidewalk 
furniture, landscaping, or other portions of the public infrastructure. 

Reconstruction:  The act or process of reproducing by new construction the exact form and detail of a 
vanished structure, or part thereof, as it appeared at a specific period of time. 

Recycling Center:  A facility where recyclable material is collected or is separated and processed prior to 
shipment to other facilities. 

Rehabilitation:  The act or process of returning a property or structure to a state of utility, through repair 
or alteration, which makes possible an efficient contemporary use, while preserving those portions or 
features of the property that are significant historically, architecturally, or culturally. 

Rehabilitation Impracticable:  Infeasibility of rehabilitation not only because of physical condition but 
also inability to turn the property or structure to use or account profitably. 

Relocation:  Any relocation of a structure, object or artifact on its site or to another site. 

Remodel:  Any interior or exterior change to a structure not including a change in load-bearing member 
of a structure. 

Resource Recovery Collection Center, Household:  A facility incidental to a principal use where 
households deposit recyclable materials, such as cans, newspaper, plastic, and glass, for transportation to 
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other locations for storage or processing. Limited processing of materials, such as material compacting, 
baling and grinding, to reduce the volume of material for shipment may occur. 

Restaurant:  An establishment where food and drink is prepared and served for consumption on or off 
the property.  If alcoholic beverages are served, more than fifty (50) percent of gross income must be 
derived from the sale of food and non-alcoholic beverages, for consumption on the property, for the 
establishment to be classified a restaurant. 

Restoration:  The act or process of accurately recovering the form and details of a structure or property 
as it appeared at a particular period of time by removing later work and/or replacing missing original 
work. 

Retail Trade:  Establishments engaged in selling goods or merchandise to the general public for personal 
or household consumption and rendering services incidental to the sale of such goods. 

Retirement Home:  A facility designed to meet the needs of, and exclusively for, the residence of senior 
citizens and which may include convalescent care facilities. 

Rhythm:  A regular pattern of shapes including, but not limited to, windows, doors, projections, and 
heights, within a building, structure, or group of the same (Figures 2-11a, 2-11b & 2-11c). 

Rooming House:  See Lodging House. 

Routinely Disturbed:  Ground surface that is traversed continuously throughout the course of daily 
business. 
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Figure 2-11a. 

Figure 2-11b. 

Figure 2-11c. 
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Satellite Dish Antenna: A device commonly parabolic in shape, typically mounted at a fixed point, 
usually on the ground, for the purpose of transmitting and/or receiving radio or radio or electromagnetic 
waves to and from satellite and earthbound communications facilities and serving the same or similar 
function as the common television antenna. 

Scale:  The harmonious proportion of parts of a building or structure to one another and to the human 
figure. 

School, Business: An establishment which provides instruction and training in office, clerical, 
managerial, sales, information technology, administrative skills or trades such as beauty school, barber 
college, beautician school or similar skills or trades. 

School, Industrial: An establishment which provides instruction and training in a skilled trade such as 
mechanics, carpentry, plumbing, service, construction, industrial or other skill related to assembling, 
processing, manufacturing, repair or similar skills or trades. 

School System: A public or private school which provides education in at least the first through the sixth 
grades. 

Secondhand Store: Retail sales establishment of previously used merchandise, such as clothing, 
household furnishings or appliances, sports/recreational equipment. This classification does not include 
secondhand motor vehicles, parts or accessories. 

Septic System:  An underground system with a septic tank used for the decomposition of domestic 
wastes. 

Septic Tank:  A water-tight receptacle that receives the discharge of sewage from a building, sewer or 
part thereof, and is designed and constructed so as to permit settling of solids from this liquid, digestion 
of the organic matter, and discharge of the liquid portion into a disposal area. 

Setback:  The required minimum horizontal distance between the lot line and the nearest front, side or 
rear line of the building, as the case may be. 

Shelter:  A building or other structure where lodging, or lodging and meals, are provided to a person or 
persons, unrelated by family to the provider, at no cost or at a charge that is less than the full cost of 
providing same, whether or not additional services are provided at that location.  Such additional services 
may include, but are not limited to, counseling and drug or alcohol rehabilitation, except that "shelter" 
shall not include any of the following: 

(1)	 Residential or custodial group homes as defined in this Section of the Zoning Ordinance; 

(2) 	 Temporary lodging for non-Greene County resident families of patients, or patients 
themselves, of State-licensed health facilities within Greene County; 

(3)	  University or educational institution residence  halls; 

(4)	  Fraternity or sorority houses; 
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Figure 2-12. 

(5) State and city licensed nursing homes and day care centers; 

(6)  Foster homes licensed under Chapter 210, RSMo; 

(7) Hospitals, mental institutions, residential care facility or institution that is licensed by the 
State of Missouri under Chapters 197, 198, and 630, RSMo. 

(8) Shelters in time of natural disaster or calamity; and 

(9)  Facilities for victims of domestic violence.  (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

Sign:  Any words, numbers, figures, devices, designs or trademarks by which anything is made known, 
such as are used to designate an individual, a firm, profession, business, or a commodity and which are 
visible from any public street (Figure 2-12). 

Sign Structure:  Any words, numbers, figures, devices, designs or trademarks by which anything is made 
known, such as are used to designate an individual, a firm, profession, business, or a commodity and 
which are visible from any public street.  Any device which supports, has supported, or is designed to 
support a sign, including any decorative cover, exclusive of any copy. 

Significant Exterior Architectural Feature:  Those features which are important to or expressive  of the 
architectural quality and integrity of the structure and its setting and which include, but are not limited to, 
building material, detail, proportion, rhythm, scale, setting, shape, and workmanship. 

Site, Historic:  The traditional, documented or legendary location of an event, occurrence, action or 
structure significant in the life or lives of a person, persons, group, or tribe, including but not limited to, 
cemeteries, burial grounds, campsites, settlements, estates, gardens, groves, river crossings, routes, trails, 
caves, quarries, mines or significant trees or other plant life. 
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Solid Screening:  A device or materials used to conceal one element of a development from other 
elements or from adjacent or contiguous development.  Screening may include one or a combination of 
the following materials of sufficient mass to be opaque or that shall become opaque after twelve (12) 
months and which shall be maintained in an opaque condition:  solid fences, walls, berms, plantings, or 
other features. A chain link fence with plastic or wooden inserts shall not be considered solid screening. 

Sorority House:  A dwelling unit maintained exclusively for sorority members and their guests or 
visitors and affiliated with an academic or professional college, university or other institution of higher 
learning. 

Soup Kitchen: An establishment where prepared meals are provided to a person or persons unrelated by 
family to the provider at no cost or at a charge that is less than the full cost of providing same and that the 
provision of such meals is the principal service of the establishment, whether or not additional services 
are provided. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

Specified Anatomical Areas:  See Cabaret. 

Specified Sexual Activities:  See Cabaret. 

Stabilization:  The act or process of applying measures to halt deterioration and to establish the structural 
stability of an unsafe or deteriorated structure while maintaining the essential form as it presently exists 
without noticeably changing its exterior appearance. 

Storage Container: A large container, which is capable of use for shipping goods or materials by rail, 
ship, air or over the road, that is used on a premise for storage, with or without a transport vehicle or 
trailer. (G.O. 5019, 10/23/2000) 

Storage, Self-Service:  A building or group of buildings, commonly referred to as mini-storage, 
consisting of individual, small, self-contained units that are available on a rental basis for the storage of 
business and household goods or contractors supplies. 

Story:  That portion of a building included between the surface of any floor and the surface of the next 
floor above it, or if there is no floor above it, then the space between such floor and ceiling next above it 
(Figure 2-1). 

Street:  A public or private way used, or intended to be used, for passage or travel by motor vehicles. 
Streets are further classified by the functions they perform as follows (Figure 2-13). 

A. Local-Residential 

B. Local-Commercial/Industrial 

C. Collector-Local 

D. Collector 

E. Secondary Arterial 
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F. Primary Arterial 

G. Highway Access 

Street, Collector:  A street which collects and distributed traffic to and from local and arterial street 
systems and is primarily intended to provide for low- to moderate-volume, low-speed and short length 
trips while also providing access to abutting property (Figure 2-13). 

Street, Collector, Local:  A street which collects and distributes residential traffic between local streets 
and collector and arterial streets and is primarily intended for low- to moderate-volume, low-speed and 
short length trips while also providing access to abutting properties. 

Street, Commercial/Industrial Local:  A street for low-volumes, low-speeds and short-length trips to 
and from abutting properties in commercial and industrial areas. 

Street Grade:  The highest altitude of the street vertically under any portion of the sign or its supports. 

Street, Highway Access:  A minor street parallel and adjacent to a freeway, expressway or arterial which 
provides access to abutting properties and protection from through traffic. 

Street, Local:  A street primarily providing direct access to abutting properties and designed to 
accommodate low-volume, low-speed traffic (Figure 2-13). 

Street, Primary Arterial:  A street primarily intended to provide for high-volume, moderate-speed 
traffic and moderate- to extended-trip length traffic movement between major activity centers.  Access to 
abutting property is subordinate to major traffic movement and is subject to the necessary control of 
entrances and exits (Figure 2-13). 

Figure 2-13. 
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Street, Residential Collector: A street which provides a vehicular and pedestrian connection between 
two generally parallel local residential streets designed to accommodate very low volume and very low 
speed traffic within residential subdivisions. 

Street, Residential Local:  A street for low-volumes, low-speeds and short-length trips to and from 
abutting properties in residential neighborhoods (Figure 2-13). 

Street, Secondary Arterial:  A street which interconnects with and augments and feeds the primary 
arterial system and is intended for moderate-volume, moderate-speed traffic and short- to moderate-trip 
lengths. Access to abutting property is partially controlled (Figure 2-13). 

Street Width:  The horizontal distance between the outside edges of a street's pavement, including any 
curbing and guttering, measured at right angles to the street's centerline. 

Structural Alteration:  See Alteration, Structural. 

Structure:  Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires permanent or temporary location 
on or in the ground, including, but without limiting the generality of the foregoing, houses, buildings, 
barns, backstops for tennis courts, bridges, fences, pergolas, parking lots, gazebos, radio and television 
antennae, signs, solar collectors, microwave antennae including supporting towers, roads, ruins or 
remnants (including foundations), swimming pools, walkways, septic systems or any similar item. 

Substance Abuse Treatment Facility: A facility, not accessory to a hospital, for treatment of alcohol or 
other substance abuse, with or without the use of drugs or other medical intervention, for one (1) or more 
patients who are provided with care, meals and lodging and that is accredited by the State of Missouri, the 
Joint Chief Hospitals Operations Administration (JCHOA) or CARF.  Additional services and programs 
may also be performed such as: (G.O. 5343, 1/12/2004) 

A. 	 Outpatient substance abuse treatment; 

B. 	 Outreach to target populations to inform and facilitate access to services; 

C. 	Prevention programs; 

D. 	 Support services including, but not limited to vocational training, education, psychological or 
psychiatric services, child development and placement services. 

Survey, Historic:  The systematic gathering of information on the architectural, historical, or 
archaeological significance of buildings, sites, structures, objects, or areas through visual assessment in 
the field and historical research for the purpose of identifying Historic Sites, Historic Landmarks, and 
Historic Districts worthy of preservation. 

Swap Meet: Any indoor or outdoor activity where new or used goods or secondhand personal property is 
offered for sale or exchange to the general public by a multitude of individual licensed vendors, usually in 
compartmentalized spaces; and where a fee may be charged to prospective buyers for admission and a fee 
may be charged for the privilege of offering or displaying such merchandise. 
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Tavern:  An establishment where fifty (50) percent or more of gross income is derived from the sale of 
alcoholic beverages by the drink, for consumption on the property, and where the serving of food and 
non-alcoholic beverages, for consumption on the property, and the sale of package liquors may be 
accessory uses. 

Tea Room:  An establishment used primarily for the serving of non-alcoholic beverages by the drink for 
consumption on the premises with the sale of food for consumption on the premises is accessory to the 
primary use. 

Temporary Promotional Use:  An activity which may commonly be described as carnival rides or 
amusement park rides as accessory uses to an existing and legally conforming business use or uses and 
for the purposes of promoting business sales and/or raising funds for community service organizations or 
for the purpose of promoting any special event, any community educational campaign, any membership 
drive, or any other similar promotion and which activity is established for a fixed period of time with the 
intent to discontinue such activity upon the expiration of the time period. 

Temporary Sign (Portable Signs):  A sign which either: 

A. Is not permanently attached to any structure building, motor vehicle, or the ground; or 

B. Is intended for a limited display period covering a special event; or 

C. Is designed and constructed to be movable from one location to another. 

Temporary Vendor: A merchant selling merchandise (excluding the provision of services) and not 
located inside a permanent building or structure on private property. (G.O. 4925, 9/27/99) 

Terrace:  A level, landscaped or area directly adjacent to a principal building at or within three (3) feet of 
the finished grade and not covered by a permanent roof or enclosed by temporary or permanent walls. 

Tower:  A structure with a fixed location which is designed primarily with the objective of obtaining an 
elevation above other objects to support an antenna or other device for receiving or transmitting radio, 
television, microwave or other telecommunications or signals. This definition does not apply to utility 
poles. 

Transitional Housing: A shelter which provides only lodging, or lodging and meals, for longer than 
thirty (30) days at any one time for residents, but does not provide other services on a continuing basis. 
(G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

Transitional Service Shelter: A shelter whose services are available for longer than thirty (30) days at 
any one time to a resident, and which provides additional services other than lodging and meals, or 
lodging alone, in a group setting on the same premises, including, but not limited to, job counseling, life 
or parenting skill courses, drug or alcohol rehabilitation, money management, or job training.  Such 
shelter may include office for staff of the providers and four counselors. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

Trip Ends:  The total number of all trips entering plus all trips leaving a designated site over a given 
period of time. 
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Tutoring:  The provision of instruction. 

Undeveloped Land:  Land in its natural state before development. 

Usable Open Space:  An area that is intended to provide light and air, and is designed for either 
environmental, scenic, or recreational purposes.  Open space may include, but is not limited to, lawns, 
decorative plantings, walkways, active and passive recreation areas, playgrounds, fountains, swimming 
pools, wooded areas, and water courses. Open space shall not be deemed to include driveways, parking 
lots, or other surfaces designed or intended for vehicular travel. 

Use:  The purpose for which land or a building is arranged, designed or intended, or for which either land 
or a building is or may be occupied or maintained. 

Utility Distribution Facilities:  Utility facilities that provide retail utility services to customers.  These 
facilities include distribution lines that route electrical, gas, telephone, water, sewer, cable TV and similar 
services throughout neighborhoods and connect or provide the capability to connect with each customer. 
Distribution facilities consist of wires, cables, conduits, laterals, mains, and pipes with limited capacity 
and diameter, and associated hardware:  poles, vaults, valves, transformers, relays, and similar equipment. 
Small substation facilities located within public rights-of-way or utility easements shall be considered 
distribution facilities. 

Utility Substation Facilities:  Utility facilities that reduce the strength, amount, volume or configuration 
of utility flow from a bulk quantity in large-size, long-distance transmission facilities to small quantities 
in distribution facilities. Substation facilities include electrical substations, gas regulator stations, 
telephone switching and relay facilities, water and sewage pumps and lift stations. 

Utility Transmission Facilities:  Utility facilities that transfer large utility flows between generating or 
treatment facilities and substation facilities.  Transmission facilities consist of wires, cables, conduits, 
vaults, laterals, pipes, mains, valves, poles, and similar equipment to convey large volumes of electricity, 
communications, gas, water, sewer, or slurry.  Transmission facilities may serve local distribution 
facilities or be part of an intrastate or interstate utility system. 

Vehicle:  The same meaning as the term is given in Chapter 22, of the Springfield City Code. 

Vehicle Repair Activity:  The maintenance, repair, painting, disassembling, or reassembling of a vehicle, 
engine, or components thereof in any manner. 

Vehicle Towing and Storage Service:  A facility where towed or impounded vehicles are stored until 
they are claimed by their owners or otherwise disposed. 

Vehicle Use Area:  That portion of a lot that is used by vehicles for access, circulation, parking, and 
loading and unloading. It comprises the total of circulation areas, loading and unloading areas, and 
parking areas. 

Vehicular Sign:  Any sign permanently attached to a motor vehicle. 
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Vibration:  The effect produced by any physical process characterized by a periodic, and usually rapid, 
oscillatory motion sufficient to cause annoyance or discomfort, however, excluding blasting operations 
for quarries and temporary construction activities. 

Wholesale Trade:  Establishments or places of business primarily  engaged in selling merchandise to 
retailers; to industrial, commercial, institutional, or professional business users, or to other wholesalers; or 
acting as agents or brokers and buying  merchandise for,  or selling merchandise to, such individuals or 
companies. 

Working Days:  The days of the week, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and recognized holidays, during 
which normal business is conducted by the City of Springfield.  If only days are stated then Saturdays, 
Sundays and holidays shall be included. 

Yard:  An open space located on the same lot as and that lies between the principal or accessory building 
or buildings and the nearest lot line. Such yard is unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward 
except as otherwise provided herein (Figure 2-9). 

Yard, Front:  A open space extending the full width of the lot between the nearest principal building and 
the front lot line, and measured perpendicular to the front lot line.  The minimum front yard required in 
each district of this Article shall be unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward except as 
otherwise provided herein (Figure 2-9). 

Yard, Rear:  A open space extending the full width of the lot between the nearest principal building and 
the rear lot line, and measured perpendicular to the rear building line. The minimum rear yard required in 
each district of this Article shall be unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward except as 
otherwise provided herein (Figure 2-9). 

Yard, Side:  A open space extending from the front yard to the rear yard between the nearest principal 
building and the side lot line, and measured perpendicular from the side lot line. The minimum side yard 
required in each district of this ordinance shall be unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward 
except as otherwise provided herein (Figure 2-9). 

Yearly Day-Night Average Sound Level (Ldn):  The 24-hour average sound level in decibels, for the 
period from midnight to midnight, obtained after the addition of ten decibels to sound levels for the 
periods between midnight and 7:00 a.m. and between 10:00 p.m. and midnight (local time) as averaged 
over a span of one year. 

Zero Lot Line:  The location of a building on a lot in such a manner that one or more of the building's 
sides rests directly on a lot line (Figure 2-14). 
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Figure 2-14. 
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Division III - Administration, Enforcement and Review

Subdivision 1 - Administration and Enforcement


Section 3-1000. Zoning Administration. 

3-1001.	 Enforcement Authority.  The Department of Building Regulations of the City of Springfield 
shall administer this Article.  The Director of Building Development Services shall be 
authorized to expend such duly appropriated funds as may be necessary to employ deputies 
and clerical assistants and to carry out the duties required under this Article and such other 
duties as shall be approved from time to time by the City Council. 

3-1002.	 Duties of the Director of Building Development Services.  In furtherance of this authority 
and in addition to the duties delegated to him under this Article and other ordinances of the 
City, the Director of Building Development Services or his duly designated and authorized 
representative shall: 

A.	 Receive applications for zoning certificates; receive applications for permits for the 
construction, erection, structural alteration, enlargement and removal of buildings, 
structures and signs; receive applications for permits for the use of any premises for an 
open sales lot, or other purposes where a building permit is not required; notify applicants 
of all City ordinances pertaining to said applications; issue as soon as practicable 
certificates required by this Article when the plans are found to comply with the 
provisions of this Article and all other City laws and ordinances applicable thereto; make 
and maintain records thereon; and in connection with such duties interpret the provisions 
of this Article. 

B. 	 Receive applications for certificates of occupancy for buildings, structures and signs for 
which building permits have been issued, and which have been constructed, erected, 
structurally altered, enlarged or moved in accordance with such permits and are ready for 
use and occupancy, receive applications for certificates of occupancy for any premises 
developed or improved as an open sales lot or other purposes where a building permit is 
not required; notify applicants of City ordinances pertaining to said applications; issue 
certificates of occupancy applied for as soon as possible after verification of each written 
application; and in connection with such duties interpret the provisions of this Article. 

C.	 Provide such technical assistance to the City Council, Planning and Zoning Commission, 
Board of Adjustment and Landmarks Board as they may require in the performance of 
their duties under this Article. 

D. 	 Conduct inspections of buildings, structures, and uses of any premises to determine 
compliance with the terms of this Article. 
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E.	 Conduct inspections of buildings, structures, signs and uses of any premises to determine 
compliance with the terms of any application, permit or certificates issued by his office. 

F.	 Maintain permanent and current records of official actions on all zoning certificates, 
certificates of occupancy and applications therefor and all functions of the Department of 
Building Regulations related to the administration of this Article. 

3-1003.	 Inspection and Right of Entry.  The Director of Building Development Services, and his 
duly authorized representatives, are hereby authorized to make inspections of all buildings, 
structures and premises located within the city to determine their compliance with the 
provisions of this Article. For the purpose of making such inspection, the Director of Building 
Development Services, and his authorized representatives, are hereby authorized to examine 
and survey all buildings, structures and premises within the city, subject to the following 
standards and conditions. 

A.	 Such inspections may take place if a complaint regarding said premises has been received 
by the Director of Building Development Services and such complaint, in his opinion, 
provides reasonable grounds for belief that a violation exists, or such inspection is 
undertaken as part of a systematic inspection program, by direction of the Director of 
Building Development Services or the City Manager. 

B.	 Any person making such inspection shall furnish to the owner or occupant of the structure 
sought to be inspected sufficient identification and information to enable the owner or 
occupant to determine that he is a representative of the City and to determine the purpose 
of said inspection. 

3-1004.	 Administrative Search and Seizure Warrants.  If the Director of Building Development 
Services has been refused access to a building, structure or premises or any part thereof, and if 
he has probable cause to believe that a violation of this Article exists on the premises, then 
upon application by the City Attorney to the Municipal Court Judge and a showing of the 
above, the Municipal Court Judge of the City of Springfield may issue an administrative 
search and seizure warrant, describing therein the specific location subject to the warrant.  The 
warrant shall specify what, if anything, may be searched and/or seized on the property 
described. Such warrant shall be served at reasonable hours and only by an official of the 
department in the company of a uniformed police officer of the City of Springfield. 

3-1005.	 Administrative Rulings.  The Director of Building Development Services, and his duly 
authorized representatives, are hereby authorized to make administrative rulings where the 
application of this Article is generally unclear.  Such administrative rulings shall be 
considered binding on all similar future applications of this Article until this Article is 
amended to address the application or a new administrative ruling is made.  Such 
administrative rulings shall be made in writing and be made available for public distribution 
with this Article. 

3-1006.	 Duties of the Director of Planning and Development.  In addition to the duties delegated to 
him under this Article and other ordinances of the City, the Director of Planning and 
Development or his duly designated and authorized representative shall: 
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A.	 Receive applications for Zoning Ordinance map and text amendments pursuant to Section 
3-3700 of this Article, variances pursuant to Section 3-3500 of this Article, special 
exceptions pursuant to Section 3-3600 of this Article, and conditional uses pursuant to 
Section 3-3300 of this Article; 

B. 	 Prepare and have available in book, pamphlet, or map form, on or before March 1 of each 
year: 

1.	 The compiled text of the Zoning Ordinance and amendments thereto, including all 
amendments adopted through the preceding December 31, and 

2. 	 A zoning map or maps, showing the zoning districts and classifications in effect on 
the preceding December 31; 

C. 	 Maintain for distribution to the public a supply of copies of the zoning map or maps, the 
compiled text of the Zoning Ordinance, and the rules of the Board of Adjustment, 
Planning and Zoning Commission and Landmarks Board.  A reasonable fee for each copy 
shall be charged to defray the cost of printing; 

D.	 Provide technical and expert assistance to the City Council, Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Board of Adjustment and Landmarks Board; 

E.	 Make recommendations with respect to city planning, zoning, land use and development 
to the City Council, Planning and Zoning Commission, City Manager and other 
departments and agencies of the City; and 

F.	 Maintain permanent and current records of official actions on all variances, special 
exceptions, appeals, zoning applications and other activities of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, Board of Adjustment and Landmarks Board and all functions of the 
Department of Planning and Development related to the administration of this Article. 

Section 3-1100. Required Permits and Plats. 

3-1101.	 Building Permits.  It shall be unlawful to start the construction of a new building, structure, 
parking lot or sign, or the enlargement or structural alteration of a building, structure, parking 
lot or sign, without first filing a written application for, and obtaining, a zoning certificate 
from the Director of Building Development Services.  No building permit shall be issued 
unless the Director of Building Development Services has examined the plot plan or the site 
plan, if one is required, and construction plans and has certified that such plans show 
compliance with all provisions of this Article. 

3-1102.	 Plats.  No building permit shall be issued nor shall any construction be undertaken on any lot 
or parcel of land within the city unless such lot or parcel, in its entirety, meets the 
requirements of Chapter 36, Article II, Subdivision Regulations, Springfield City Code. 

3-1103.	 Plot Plans.  Unless submission of a site plan is required by Section 3-3000, all applications for 
zoning certificates or certificates of occupancy shall be accompanied by the plot plan, drawn 
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to scale, showing the actual dimensions of the parcel of land to be built upon, or utilized, the 
size of the building or structure to be erected and its position on the lot, and such other 
information as may be necessary to demonstrate compliance with the provisions of this 
Article. 

Section 3-1200. Zoning Certificate. 

3-1201.	 Authority.  The Director of Building Development Services, or his duly authorized 
representative, shall have the authority to issue zoning certificates in accordance with the 
provisions of this Section. 

3-1202.	 Purpose.  The zoning certificate is intended to provide official certification of the zoning of a 
particular property on the date the zoning certificate is issued.  The zoning certificate also 
provides notice of any rezoning applications on file for the property in Planning and 
Development Department office. 

3-1203.	 Procedure. 

A.	 Application.  Applications for zoning certificates shall be submitted in duplicate to the 
Director of Building Development Services and shall be in such form and contain such 
information and documentation as shall be prescribed from time to time by him. 

B.	 Action on Application.  Following receipt of a completed application for a zoning 
certificate, the Director of Building Development Services shall cause the application to 
be reviewed and shall issue a zoning certificate within five (5) working days which shall 
state on its face the current zoning of the property, any pending rezoning applications and, 
in bold type, that: 

"THIS CERTIFICATE DOES NOT SIGNIFY BUILDING CODE REVIEW OR 
APPROVAL NOR SUBDIVISION REVIEW OR APPROVAL AND IS NOT AN 
AUTHORIZATION TO UNDERTAKE ANY WORK WITHOUT SUCH REVIEW AND 
APPROVAL WHERE EITHER IS REQUIRED. 

BEFORE ANY STRUCTURE TO WHICH THIS CERTIFICATE IS APPLICABLE 
MAY BE OCCUPIED OR USED FOR ANY PURPOSE, A CERTIFICATE OF 
OCCUPANCY MUST BE OBTAINED. SEE SECTION 3-1300 OF ZONING 
ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD FOR DETAILS." 

C.	 Disposition of Copies.  The Director of Building Development Services shall stamp each 
copy of the application and shall return one copy to the applicant and shall retain one 
copy in his records for such period as he shall deem necessary. 

3-1204.	 Effect of Issuance of Zoning Certificate.  The issuance of a zoning certificate shall not 
authorize the establishment or extension of any use nor the development, construction, 
relocation, enlargement, structural alteration or moving of any building or structure, but shall 
merely provide information necessary to the preparation, filing and processing of applications 
for any additional permits and approvals which may be required by the codes or ordinances of 
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the City, including, but not limited to, a building permit, business license, or a certificate of 
occupancy. 

Section 3-1300. Certificate of Occupancy. 

3-1301.	 Authority.  The Director of Building Development Services, or his duly authorized 
representative, shall have authority to issue certificates of occupancy in accordance with the 
provisions of this Section. 

3-1302.	 Purpose.  The certificate of occupancy requirement provides a procedure for the inspection of 
completed premises to ensure their compliance with this Article and any plans that were 
approved prior to commencement of the use or occupancy and to ensure that the proposed use 
is permitted by the zoning district in which the property is located. 

3-1303.	 Certificate Required.  Unless a certificate of occupancy shall have first been obtained 
certifying compliance with the provisions of this Article: 

A.	 No building or structure, or addition thereto, constructed, reconstructed, enlarged, 
structurally altered or moved shall thereafter be occupied or used for any purpose; 

B.	 No vacant land shall be used or occupied for any purpose; 

C.	 No use of any land or structure shall be changed to any other use, whether or not 
construction, reconstruction, enlargement, structural alteration or moving is involved; and 

D.	 No home occupation shall be established. 

3-1304.	 Procedure. 

A.	 Application.  Applications for certificates of occupancy shall be submitted to the Director 
of Building Development Services and shall be in such form and contain such information 
and documentation as shall be prescribed from time to time by him.  Applications for 
business licenses include applications for certificates of occupancy and shall be submitted 
to the Director of Finance who shall transmit all applications to the Director of Building 
Development Services for review and approval. 

In any case where the structure or use involved has been constructed or established 
pursuant to any special approval or relief required under this Article, the application shall 
be accompanied by "as built" plans certified by a surveyor, engineer, architect, planner or 
owner-designer, as may be appropriate, to accurately depict the structure or use as built 
and certified to be in conformity in all respects to the special approval or relief granted. 

B.	 Action on Application.  Following the receipt of a completed application or from when 
the owner has completed all work required by the building permit, the Director of 
Building Development Services shall cause the subject structure or premises to be 
inspected, if necessary, and shall take one of the following actions based on such 
inspection. 
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1.	 If all work has been completed and the structure or premises is certified by the 
inspecting officer to be in full and complete compliance with all the applicable 
provisions of this Article and other relevant codes and ordinances of the City, and 
with the applicant's plans as approved and with respect to such structure or premises, 
the Director of Building Development Services shall issue a certificate of occupancy. 

2.	 Otherwise, he shall inform the applicant in writing of the specific reasons why such 
certificate cannot be issued, citing the particular provisions of the codes and 
ordinances of the City, the particular items in the applicant's plans or the applicable 
special approval or relief conditions with respect to which compliance is lacking. 

C.	 Contents of Certificate.   Each certificate issued pursuant to this section shall state any 
conditions imposed by any special approval or relief granted pursuant to this Article. 

D.	 Temporary Certificate of Occupancy.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection 3-
1304.B above, where construction, reconstruction, enlargement or structural alteration of a 
structure does not require the vacating of the structure, or where parts of the structure are 
finished and ready for occupancy before the completion of such construction, 
reconstruction, enlargement or structural alteration and are certified upon inspection to be 
safe for use or occupancy and to be in full compliance with all applicable provisions of 
this Article, other relevant codes and ordinances of the City, the applicant's plans as 
approved and the conditions of any special approvals issued with respect to such structure 
or premises, a temporary certificate of occupancy may be issued for a period not to exceed 
six (6) months from its date.  Such temporary certificate shall bear on its face, in bold 
type, a statement of its temporary nature. 

E.	 Certificate of Occupancy for Existing Uses.  The Director of Building Development 
Services may issue a certificate of occupancy certifying the lawful existence and use of 
any existing structure or property in accordance with this section with respect to new 
structures and uses. Such certificate shall be prima facie evidence of the facts contained 
in it with respect to any structure or use. 

F.	 Filing of Certificates.   Every certificate issued pursuant to this section shall be kept on 
file in the office of the Director of Building Development Services and shall be a public 
record open to inspection by interested parties at reasonable times and upon reasonable 
notice. 
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Section 3-1400. Fees. 

3-1401.	 Fee Required.  A fee shall be paid in connection with any appeal, application for amendment, 
permit, and approval pursuant to this Article to defray the cost and expense of publication and 
expenses incurred in connection with review of any plans, drawings and specifications 
submitted by the applicant.  An application shall not be deemed complete unless accompanied 
by the fee, if required.  A fee schedule shall be adopted by the City Council. 

3-1402.	 Waiver of Fee for Zoning Map Appeal Process.  For a period of one (1) year from and after 
the adoption of the Official Zoning Map, the fees for a zoning application shall be waived and 
the City shall pay the costs of advertising and providing the names and addresses of all owners 
of property within one-hundred-eighty-five (185) feet of the subject property, under the 
following circumstances: 

A.	 The Director of Planning and Development, or his duly designated and authorized 
representative, determines that the applicant's property was zoned inconsistently with the 
principles that guided adoption of the Official Zoning Map; or 

B.	 The City Council approves the zoning application and determines as follows: 

1.	 The zoning district was not translated to the zoning district with the most similar 
characteristics. 

2.	 Existing land use was not considered, to minimize the number of nonconforming 
uses. 

3.	 Adopted components of the City's Master Plan were not considered. 

All applications alleging facts sufficient to support a waiver of fees shall be processed without 
prepayment, but the applicant's liability for the fees shall be waived only if the zoning 
application is granted and the above findings are made. 

Section 3-1500. Zoning Enforcement. 

3-1501.	 Notice of Violation.  Whenever the Director of Building Development Services, or one of his 
authorized representatives, determines that there are reasonable grounds to believe that a 
violation of any provision of this Article exists on any parcel of land within the city, he shall 
give notice of such alleged violation to the owner or agent of said parcel as hereinafter 
provided. Such notice shall: 

A.	 Be in writing and include a statement of any alleged violations; 

B.	 State not only the remedial action required to be taken, but shall also state that if such 
action is not taken within the time limit set forth in this code, the remedial action may be 
taken by the City and the cost of correcting the violation may be assessed against the 
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property on which the violation occurred, together with the inspection, collection and 
incidental costs, attorney's fees and court costs. 

C.	 Allow a reasonable time for the correction of any violation or the performance of any 
other required act; and 

D.	 Be served upon the owner or his agent; provided, that such notice shall be deemed to be 
properly served upon such owner or agent, if a copy thereof:  

1.	 Is served upon him personally; or 

2.	 Is sent by registered mail to his last known address; or 

3.	 Is posted in a conspicuous place in or about the building, structure or premises 
affected by the action. 

3-1502.	 Revocation of Permits, Utilities, and City License.  Whenever the Director of Building 
Development Services has ordered a person to correct a violation and when such violation has 
not been corrected within the time specified by such order, thereafter the Director may 
institute an administrative action to revoke any and all permits issued by the City under which 
the activity is conducted, occupancy permits and the right to receive utilities for the activity of 
the building or structure wherein the activity is conducted by filing a notice of institution of a 
contested case before the administrative hearing officer in accordance with Article X, Chapter 
36, Springfield City Code. 

3-1503.	 Abatement of Violation.  If a person violates this Article or if a notice of a violation is not 
complied with within the time specified by the Director of Building Development Services, 
the Director may cause a municipal court summons to be issued, and he may also request the 
City Attorney to institute the appropriate legal proceedings to obtain an injunction to restrain, 
correct or abate such violation or to require removal or termination of the unlawful use of the 
building or structure in violation of the provisions of this code or of any order or direction 
made pursuant thereto. 

3-1504.	 Fines and Penalties.  Any person violating any of the provisions of this Article, or failing to 
comply with any order issued pursuant to any section thereof, shall be guilty of a violation of 
a municipal ordinance and upon conviction thereof shall be punished as provided in Section 1-
7, Springfield City Code, except, the Court shall hear evidence concerning the economic value 
of continuing the violation, and shall assess a fine sufficient in the Court's judgment to deter a 
continuation of the violation. Each day that a violation continues, after service of notice as 
provided for in this Article, and filing of charges in municipal court, shall be deemed a 
separate offense. Notice as set forth in this section shall not be required in order to prosecute a 
person for a violation of any provision of this Article, except such notice shall be required to 
prosecute a person for failure to comply with an order.  However, the City shall attempt to 
give notice when the violation does not pose an imminent danger and the owner has not 
previously been notified either orally or in writing regarding a violation of the same section of 
this Article. 
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3-1505.	 Abatement of Nuisance.  If, upon a hearing for the violation of this Article, the hearing 
officer finds that a violation exists and that proper notice has been given as provided for in this 
Article, and that there has been a failure to abate the nuisance, the hearing officer shall make 
an order directing the Chief of Police, the Director of Public Health and Welfare, the Director 
of Building Development Services or the Director of Public Works to abate such nuisance 
forthwith. All of the cost of such abatement, including but not limited to costs of notices, 
inspections and abatement proceedings, shall be reported to the hearing officer who shall 
certify the amount thereof to the Director of Finance.  The person causing, maintaining or 
permitting the violation shall be personally liable to the City for the cost of such abatement, 
and there shall also be from the time of such certification, a lien upon the land where such 
nuisance was abated, the same to run with the land for the full cost to the City for such 
abatement and in favor of the City upon which the City may take appropriate action in 
accordance with law. 

3-1506.	 Legal Action. The imposition of the fines herein prescribed shall not prevent the City 
Attorney from instituting appropriate action to prevent unlawful construction or to restrain, 
correct or abate a violation, or to prevent illegal occupancy of a building, structure or 
premises, or to stop an illegal act, conduct, business or use of building or structure in or about 
any premises, in violation of this Article. 

3-1507.	 Discontinuance of Illegal Use or Occupancy.  Whenever any building, site or portion thereof 
is being used or occupied contrary to the provisions of this Article, the Director of Building 
Development Services shall order such use or occupancy discontinued by notice served on any 
persons using or causing such use or occupancy to be continued.  Such person shall 
discontinue use or occupancy or make the building, site or portion thereof comply with the 
requirements of this Article within the time period set forth in the notice.  The time period 
may under appropriate circumstances be immediate but shall not exceed ten (10) days after 
receipt of such notice. 
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Subdivision 2 - Commissions and Boards 

Section 3-2000. Planning and Zoning Commission. 

3-2001.	 Composition of Commission.  The Planning and Zoning Commission shall be constituted in 
accordance with Section 11.1, Article XI, Springfield City Charter. Members shall be 
appointed by the City Council and shall serve without compensation.  Members shall hold 
office for a term of three (3) years.  Members may be reappointed for a maximum of two (2) 
three-year terms.  The Commission shall elect a chairman from its appointed members. 

3-2002.	 Procedure.  Meetings of the Planning and Zoning Commission shall be held at the call of the 
Chairman and at such other times as the Commission may determine.  All meetings of the 
Commission shall be open to the public except as otherwise provided by law.  The 
Commission shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of each member upon 
each question, or, if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its 
examinations and other official actions.  Every recommendation or decision of the 
Commission shall be in writing and shall contain the findings of the Commission in each case, 
which shall be immediately filed in the office of the Commission and shall be a public record. 

3-2003.	 Powers and Duties.  The Planning and Zoning Commission shall have the powers and duties 
set out in Article XI, Springfield City Charter, and in implementation thereof the Commission 
shall: 

A.	 Hold public hearings and make recommendations with respect to proposed amendments 
to the Springfield Comprehensive Plan; 

B.	 Hold public hearings and make recommendations with respect to proposed amendments 
to the text of the Zoning Ordinance or proposed amendments to the Official Zoning 
Map; 

C. 	 Hold public hearings and make recommendations with respect to applications for 
conditional use permits; 

D.	 Hear appeals from the Director of Building Development Services with respect to site 
plan review decisions; and 

E.	 Review and make recommendations with respect to overall plans and historical themes 
for and the proposed designation of areas as Historic Districts and Landmarks as 
submitted by the Springfield Landmarks Board. 

3-2004.	 Conduct of Hearings by Planning and Zoning Commission.  Public hearings conducted by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission on any matter over which it has jurisdiction shall be 
subject to the following rules. 

A.	 Any person who has an interest in the subject matter of the hearing shall be afforded an 
opportunity to present evidence, exhibits and argument, and to question, through the 
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Chairman of the Commission, witnesses on all relevant issues, subject to the Chairman's 
imposition of reasonable limitations on the number of witnesses, and the nature and 
length of testimony and questioning. 

B.	 The Commission shall have a written record of each public hearing and its deliberations 
thereon kept. 

C.	 Members of the Commission shall base their consideration of matters on which the 
Commission conducts a public hearing upon the following information and evidence: 

1.	 Testimony, exhibits and argument presented at the hearing, and not upon direct 
or indirect communication with any party or representative of such party made 
outside of the hearing; 

2.	 Reports, memoranda and other materials prepared by the Director of Planning 
and Development, Director of Building Development Services, Director of 
Public Works, other employees of the City of Springfield or consultants in 
connection with the application and made a part of the record at the time of 
hearing; 

3.	 Inspections of the site; 

4.	 The Springfield Comprehensive Plan and adopted goals, objectives and policies 
related to community development; and 

5.	 The knowledge of matters of fact held by members of the Commission, provided 
any such factual matters shall be made a part of the record at the time of the 
hearing; and any party to the hearing shall be given the opportunity to refute, 
expand upon or explain any such factual matters. 

D.	 The Commission shall adopt, and may from time to time amend, such additional 
procedural rules as it may deem necessary or desirable for the efficient and orderly 
conduct of its business. Copies of such rules shall be available in the office of the 
Director of Planning and Development. 

Section 3-2100. Board of Adjustment. 

3-2101.	 Composition of Board.  The Board of Adjustment shall consist of five (5) members and up to 
three (3) alternates to be nominated by the City Manager and appointed by the City Council. 
Members shall serve without compensation.  The alternate members may serve on the Board 
of Adjustment in the absence of or upon the disqualification of any regular member, in the 
same capacity and with the same authority as the absent or disqualified regular member. 
Members and alternates shall hold office for a term of five (5) years.  The Director of Planning 
and Development shall be an ex officio member without power of vote and as an ex officio 
member of the Board shall act as Secretary and shall set up and maintain a separate file for 
each application for appeal, special exception and variance received and shall record therein 
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the names and addresses of all persons, and further keep a record of all notices published as 
required herein. 

3-2102.	 Procedure.  Meetings of the Board of Adjustment shall be held at the call of the Chairman 
and at such other times as the Board may determine.  All meetings of the Board shall be open 
to the public except as provided by law.  The Board shall keep minutes of its proceedings, 
showing the vote of each member upon each question, or, if absent or failing to vote, 
indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations and other official actions. 
Every decision of the Board shall be in writing and shall contain a full record of the findings 
of the Board in each case, all of which shall be immediately filed in the office of the Board 
and shall be a public record. The Secretary of the Board of Adjustment shall notify in writing 
the City Council, the Planning and Zoning Commission, Landmarks Board and the 
Department of Building Regulations, as appropriate, of each decision, interpretation, appeal, 
special exception and variance considered under the provisions of this Article. 

3-2103.	 Powers.  The Board of Adjustment shall have the following powers: 

A. 	 To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is an error in any order, 
requirement, decision or determination made by an administrative official in the 
enforcement of this Article in accordance with Section 3-3400 of this Article; 

B.	 To decide any questions involving the determination of the location of any district 
boundary, if there is uncertainty with respect thereto in accordance with Section 1-1600 
of this Article; 

C.	 To grant variances from the strict application of the terms of this Article in accordance 
with Section 3-3500 of this Article; and 

D.	 To allow special exceptions in accordance with Section 3-3600 of this Article. 

In considering and deciding appeals and applications for variances and special exceptions, the 
Board acts in a quasi-judicial capacity. 

3-2104.	 Conduct of Hearings by Board of Adjustment.  Public hearings conducted by the Board of 
Adjustment on any matter over which it has jurisdiction shall be subject to the following rules. 

A.	 Any person, or his agent, who has an interest in the subject matter of the hearing shall 
be afforded an opportunity to present evidence, exhibits and argument, and to question, 
through the Chairman of the Board of Adjustment, witnesses on all relevant issues, 
subject to the Chairman's imposition of reasonable limitations on the number of 
witnesses, and the nature and length of testimony and questioning. 

B.	 All testimony at the hearing shall be under oath, or by affirmation, administered by the 
Chairman. 

C.	 The Board of Adjustment shall have a written record of each public hearing and the 
deliberations of the Board kept. 
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D.	 Members of the Board of Adjustment shall base their consideration of matters on which 
the Board conducts a public hearing upon the following information and evidence: 

1.	 Testimony, exhibits, and argument presented at the hearing, and not upon direct 
or indirect communication with any party or representative of such party made 
outside of the hearing; 

2.	 Reports, memoranda and other materials prepared by the Director of Planning 
and Development, Director of Building Development Services, Director of 
Public Works, other employees of the City of Springfield or consultants in 
connection with the application and made a part of the record at the time of 
hearing; and 

3.	 Inspections of the site when all interested parties or their representatives have the 
opportunity to be present, or when no such parties or their representatives are 
present. 

E.	 The Board of Adjustment shall adopt, and may from time to time amend, such 
additional procedural rules as it may deem necessary or desirable for the efficient and 
orderly conduct of its business.  Copies of such rules shall be available in the office of 
the Director of Building Development Services. 

3-2105.	 Required Vote.  The concurring vote of four (4) members of the Board shall be necessary to 
reverse any order, requirement, decision or determination of any administrative official of the 
City, or to decide in favor of the applicant on any matter upon which it is required to act under 
this Article, such as granting a variance or allowing a special exception. 

3-2106.	 Limitation on Refiling.  No appeal, request or application to the Board of Adjustment shall 
be allowed with respect to the same parcel of land, building, or structure prior to the expiration 
of six (6) months from the date of the ruling of the Board unless a substantial change of 
circumstances or conditions can be demonstrated by the applicant. 

3-2107.	 Recordation of Orders of the Board.  Whenever the Board of Adjustment shall have acted 
upon an appeal, application for special exception, or variance the Board shall cause its order 
granting or denying said appeal or application to be recorded in the land records of the County 
Recorder of Deeds, however, no order shall be recorded until the order has become final by 
the passage of thirty (30) days from the date said order is filed in the Department of Planning 
and Development without an action being filed in a court of competent jurisdiction 
challenging the issuance of said order or until a court of competent jurisdiction upholds said 
order if it is challenged within said thirty (30) day period. 
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Section 3-2200. Administrative Review Committee. 

3-2201.	 Establishment.  There is hereby established an Administrative Review Committee. 

3-2202.	 Intent.  It is the intent of this section to establish a method and procedure for administrative 
application and enforcement of Chapter 36, Land Development Code, Springfield City Code. 
It is further intended to permit a degree of administrative discretion on questions of a technical 
and administrative nature and where the application and operation of the Land Development 
Code is unclear. 

3-2203.	 Membership.  The Administrative Review Committee shall consist of the following 
department heads or their authorized representatives: 

A.	 The Director of Building Development Services; 

B.	 The Director of Public Works; and 

C.	 The Director of Planning and Development. 

3-2204.	 Authority.  The Administrative Review Committee may exercise the following authority. 

A.	 In those instances where: 

1.	 the application and/or operation of the Land Development Code is generally 
unclear; or 

2.	 the application and/or operation of provisions of Chapter 36, Springfield City 
Code, with regard to a particular situation is not clear; or 

3.	 the application and/or operation of the regulations will produce results contrary 
to the intent of the Land Development Code and to commonly accepted land 
development practice, 

the Committee may make appropriate administrative rulings.  In the exercise of this 
authority, the Committee may conduct informal hearings for the purpose of obtaining 
factual information and expert opinion.  All determinations shall be documented in 
writing and included in the project or permit file.  Further, in the exercise of this 
authority, the Committee may impose those restrictions and conditions necessary to 
achieve the intent of these regulations and may attach such plans and other documents 
as appropriate to the project or permit. 

B.	 Exercise authority expressly granted to the Committee by ordinance. 

C.	 Conduct factual investigations, as appropriate, regarding matters relating to the land 
development regulations. 

D.	 Act in an advisory capacity to the City Manager, City Council, and the City's boards 
and commissions on matters relating to the Land Development Code. 
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3-2205.	 Committee Not to Supplant Authority of Administrative Official.  Nothing in this Section 
3-2200 shall be construed to supplant, modify or limit authority expressly granted to 
administrative officials.  Neither shall the Committee serve in any appeal capacity. 

3-2206.	 Unanimous Consent Required.  All rulings regarding application and operation of the land 
development regulations shall require unanimous agreement by the Committee.  Advisory 
recommendations do not require unanimous consent but all dissenting opinions shall be 
documented. 

3-2207.	 Procedures.  The Administrative Review Committee shall establish procedures for the 
exercise of the authority conferred upon it. 

3-2208.	 Solicitation of Information and Comment.  The committee may in the course of its 
deliberation and at its discretion request information and assistance from City officials, 
departments, agencies, boards and commissions. 

3-2209.	 Hearings.  The Committee may in the course of its deliberation and at its discretion, conduct 
hearings for the purpose of obtaining factual information and expert opinions.  The Committee 
may notify individuals, officials and organizations which, in the Committee's judgment, can 
provide information pertinent to its proceedings, of the time and place of such hearing. 

3-2210.	 Documentation of Rulings and Findings of Fact.  The committee shall document in writing 
all decisions. All such documentation shall be a public record. 

3-2211.	 Conditions.  The Committee, to assure that the intent of the Land Development Code is 
satisfied and to further the public interest, may impose reasonable conditions on any approval 
given or permits issued in the exercise of its authority. 

3-2212.	 Appeals.  Administrative decisions rendered by the Committee may be appealed pursuant to 
applicable provisions of that portion of the Land Development Code pertaining to appeal of 
administrative decisions, except for decisions regarding Cooperative Parking Plans where it is 
stated that the officials are exercising their discretion as to a matter where the applicant does 
not have a right. Then the decision of the administrative officials regarding a Cooperative 
Parking Plan shall be final and not subject to the jurisdiction of the Board of Adjustment. 
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Section 3-2300. Landmarks Board. 

3-2301.	 Creation.  There is hereby created a Landmarks Board of Springfield.  The Landmarks Board 
shall be the successor to the Historical Site Board and Historic District Review Board.  The 
presently appointed members of the Historical Site Board and the Historic District Review 
Board shall constitute the membership of the Landmarks Board until such time as their terms 
as members of the Historical Site Board and the Historic District Review Board would have 
expired. 

3-2302.	 Membership.  Except for the initial period following the merger of the Historical Site Board 
and the Historic District Review Board, the Landmarks Board shall consist of nine (9) 
members.  Membership shall include at least one (1) architect, one (1) attorney, one (1) 
licensed real estate agent, one (1) historian or architectural historian, and two (2) members of 
the public at large, one of whom shall be a resident of the Mid-Town Historic District as listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. Initial appointment of the Mid-Town District 
resident shall not be made until a vacancy occurs in the position of an at-large Board member. 
For each historic district created by City Council, one (1) member shall be appointed (whether 
by appointment or reappointment) who shall be a resident, merchant, or property owner within 
said historic district. In the event more than three historic districts are established by City 
Council, one (1) member for each additional district, shall be added to the original nine (9) 
members.  All members shall have a demonstrated interest, competence or knowledge in 
historic preservation. Members shall be appointed by City Council and shall serve without 
compensation. (G.O. 4666) 

3-2303.	 Terms of Membership.  The terms of each Board member shall be three (3) years or until his 
or her successor takes office. Members may be reappointed for a maximum of two (2) 
three-year terms.  Members may also be appointed to fill the remainder of vacant terms. 
Except for appointments filling those requirements set forth in Subsection 3-2302, new 
appointments and reappointments shall not be made until Board membership has reached nine 
(9). At such time, further appointments shall be allowed to fill Board vacancies.  

3-2304.	 Powers, Duties, and Responsibilities. The Landmarks Board shall have the following 
powers, duties, and responsibilities: 

A.	 To adopt its own procedural regulations; 

B.	 To establish advisory committees as it deems necessary, from both within and outside 
its membership; 

C.	 To survey and identify historically and architecturally significant properties as 
described in Subsection 4-2402; 

D.	 To recommend plans and policies with regard to historic preservation; 

E.	 To prepare written recommendations to the Council regarding designation of historical 
or architectural resources; 
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F.	 To recommend to the Council the adoption of ordinances designating Historic 
Landmarks and Historic Districts; 

G.	 To keep a register of all properties and structures which have been designated as 
Historic Sites, Historic Landmarks or Historic Districts, including all information 
required for each designation. This register shall be known as the Springfield Historic 
Register; 

H.	 To prepare, keep current and publish a map or maps showing the locations and exact 
boundaries of both proposed and designated Historic Sites, Historic Landmarks and 
Historic Districts except that the Board shall have the authority to exclude from the map 
or maps the location of archaeological sites or other prehistoric, historic, or natural 
features considered to be susceptible to damage, defacement or destruction; 

I.	 To conduct a periodic review of the status of designated Historic Sites, Historic 
Landmarks and Historic Districts and provide periodic reports on the findings of such 
review, along with any resolutions or ordinances for action, as considered appropriate, 
to Council; 

J.	 To recommend the promulgation of standards for architectural review in addition to 
those cited in Subsection 4-2403.D; 

K.	 To consider applications for and to approve or disapprove Certificates of 
Appropriateness pursuant to Subsection 4-2403 and to prepare written reasons pursuant 
to that action; 

L.	 To consider applications for and issue or deny Certificates of Economic Hardship 
pursuant to Subsection 4-2404 and to prepare written reasons pursuant to that action; 

M.	 To increase public awareness of the value of historical and architectural resources by 
developing and participating in public information programs and further, by placing 
monuments and markers at Historic Sites, Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts 
designated under this Article; 

N.	 To advise and assist owners of Historic Sites, Historic Landmarks and properties or 
structures within Historic Districts on physical and financial aspects of preservation, 
renovation, rehabilitation and reuse, and on procedures for inclusion on the National 
Register of Historic Places; 

O.	 To review, evaluate and comment on proposed zoning amendments, applications for 
special use permits or applications for zoning variances that affect proposed or 
designated Historic Landmarks and Historic Districts.  The Director of Planning and 
Development shall send such applications for use permits, rezonings or zoning 
variances to the Landmarks Board for comment prior to the date of hearing by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission or Board of Adjustment; 
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(3-2304 contd.) 

P.	 To evaluate, comment and make recommendations concerning actions undertaken by 
other public agencies with respect to the effect of such actions upon historical and 
architectural resources; 

Q.	 To make recommendations to the Council concerning grants from federal and state 
agencies, private groups and individuals and the utilization of budget appropriations to 
promote the preservation of historic and architectural resources; 

R.	 To make recommendations to the Council concerning the acquisition by gift, purchase, 
grant, bequest, devise, lease or otherwise the fee, any lesser interest, development right, 
easement, including scenic easement, covenant or other contractual right, including 
conveyance on conditions or with limitations or revisions, in any property in the city; 

S.	 To investigate complaints, conduct hearings and recommend the commencement of 
actions to enforce the provisions of this Article; and 

T.	 To carry out any other action or activity necessary or appropriate to the implementation 
of this Article or which may be specified by Council. 
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Subdivision 3 - Review, Appeals and Amendments 

Section 3-3000. Site Plan Review. 

3-3001.	 Applicability.  Site plans, prepared and approved in accordance with the provisions of this 
section, shall be required to assist City administrative officials in the review of applications for 
building permits and to assure compliance with all applicable requirements and standards of 
this Article in such instances as may be required by the terms of this Article.  Site plans, when 
required, shall be submitted with applications for building permits.  Whenever a site plan is 
required by this section, or any other provision of this Article, the City shall not issue any 
building permit until a site plan, which is in compliance with the applicable zoning district 
regulations, is approved. 

3-3002.	 Authority. 

A.	 The Department of Building Regulations, in consultation with the Department of 
Planning and Development, Department of Public Works and other appropriate City 
departments, shall, subject to the procedures, standards and limitations hereinafter set 
forth, review and approve site plans for those uses listed under Subsection 3-3003. 

B.	 Any site plan that is required by Subsection 3-3003 of this Article shall not be approved 
until all appropriate City departments have reviewed the site plan and made a 
determination with respect to whether the plan complies with all codes and ordinances 
of the City. 

C.	 Any applicant, owner of property within one-hundred-eighty-five (185) feet of the 
subject site or other person, who is aggrieved by a decision of the Department of 
Building Regulations with respect to a site plan may, within fifteen (15) days of such 
decision, appeal to and have a determination made on the matters in dispute by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission by submitting to the Director of Building 
Development Services a written statement setting forth the statute, ordinance, standard 
or other requirement alleged to have been violated or improperly applied by the 
decision of the Director of Building Development Services. 

D.	 During the period of appeal, no building permit shall be issued. 

3-3003.	 Developments and Uses Requiring a Site Plan.  Site plan review and approval shall be 
required for any permitted, accessory or conditional use in any zoning district or for any 
development for which a development plan has been approved pursuant to Section 4-2500 in 
accordance with the provisions of this section, unless exempted by Subsection 3-3004. 

3-3004.	 Exempt Development.  Notwithstanding any other provision of this Article, the following 
activities and uses shall not require compliance with this section. 

A.	 Construction of or additions to a single-family-detached or duplex dwelling on a lot of 
record. 
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B.	 Construction of or addition to any permitted accessory use to a single-family-detached 
or duplex dwelling on a lot of record. 

C.	 Deposit and contouring of fill on land, provided all other regulations of the City of 
Springfield are met. 

D.	 Remodeling of a building or structure if no enlargement or expansion is involved. 

E.	 Any temporary use permitted by this Article. 

3-3005.	 Contents of Site Plan Application.  Whenever a site plan is required under 
Subsection 3-3003 above, the application for site plan approval shall include the following 
information and material: 

A.	 The applicant's name and address and his legal interest in the subject property. 

B.	 The owner's name and address, including trustees, and, if different than the applicant, 
the owner's signed consent to the filing of the application and authorization for the 
applicant to act in his behalf. 

C. 	 The street address (or common description) of the property. 

D.	 A legal description and a survey, certified by a registered land surveyor, showing 
property boundary lines and dimensions; and all easements, roadways, rail lines and 
public rights-of-way, any part of which, cross or are adjacent to, and affect, the subject 
property; and that all necessary easements can be obtained. 

E.	 A location sketch showing sufficient area and detail to locate the property within the 
city. 

F.	 The zoning classification and present use of the subject property. 

G.	 The proposed use or uses and a general description of the proposed development. 

H.	 Any proposed grading or regrading of the subject property; any significant natural, 
topographical or physical features of the property, including, at least, water courses, 
marshes, rock outcroppings and existing contours in excess of two (2) feet in 
one-hundred (100) feet. 

I.	 Location, size, use and arrangement of all proposed buildings and computations 
showing height in stories and feet, floor area ratio, total floor area, total square feet of 
ground area coverage of proposed and existing buildings which will remain, if any, and 
number and size of dwelling units and number of bedrooms, in residential uses, and 
building separations. 

J.	 The minimum yard dimensions and, where relevant, relation of yard dimensions to the 
height of any building or structure. 
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K.	 The location, dimensions and number of all vehicular and pedestrian circulation 
elements, including streets, and roadways, driveways, entrances, curbs, curb cuts, 
parking stalls, loading spaces and access aisles; sidewalks, walkways and pathways, 
including slope and gradient of vehicular elements; refuse storage locations; and total 
lot coverage of all circulation elements, divided between vehicular and pedestrian ways. 

L.	 The location and size of existing and proposed water and sewer public utilities on and 
adjacent to the site and fire hydrant locations. 

M.	 All existing and proposed surface and subsurface drainage facilities, including culverts, 
drains and detention areas, showing size and dimensions of flow. 

N.	 The location, size and arrangement of all proposed outdoor signs. 

O.	 The location, height and elevation drawings of proposed fences or screen or buffer 
plantings and the type or kind of building materials or plantings to be used for fencing 
or screening. 

P.	 The location, designation and total area of all usable open space. 

Q.	 A landscaping plan in accordance with Section 6-1200. 

R.	 An existing trees protection plan in accordance with Section 6-1200. 

S.	 A soil erosion control plan for the period during which construction will be taking place 
and after construction is complete. 

T.	 An exterior lighting plan in accordance with Section 6-1400. 

U.	 In the case of any use for which a conditional use permit has been granted, any 
information necessary to demonstrate compliance with all conditions imposed by the 
conditional use permit. 

V.	 Any other information that may be required by the Director of Building Development 
Services to determine that the application is in compliance with the codes and 
ordinances of the City and which the Director deems to be necessary or appropriate to a 
full and proper consideration and disposition of the particular application. 

3-3006.	 Procedures for Processing Site Plans.  The following procedures shall govern the processing 
and approval of site plan applications. 

A.	 Pre-application Conference. Prior to filing a formal site plan application, the 
applicant may request an informal and non-binding pre-application conference with the 
Director of Building Development Services or his designee.  The purpose of the pre-
application conference shall be to assist the applicant in bringing the site plan into 
conformity with these and other regulations applying to the subject property and to 
define the specific submission requirements for site plan application.  
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B.	 Application. Applications for site plan approval shall be submitted to the Director of 
Building Development Services in five (5) copies.  All maps and graphics, submitted as 
part of the final site plan application, shall be to a scale deemed appropriate by the 
Director of Building Development Services.  A nonrefundable application fee included 
in the building permit fee, as established from time to time by the City Council to help 
defray administrative costs, shall accompany each application.  If the Director finds the 
application to be incomplete, he shall notify the applicant in writing, specifying those 
elements of standards needed to complete the application.  The Director of Building 
Development Services shall not process any site plan application until said application 
is certified as complete. 

C.	 Action by the Director of Building Development Services. Within forty-five (45) 
days following the certification of an application, or such longer time as may be agreed 
to by the applicant, the Director of Building Development Services shall review the 
application and the attached site plan, in terms of the standards established by 
Subsection 3-3008 below. The Director shall then either: 

1.	 Approve the application; or 

2.	 Approve it subject to the applicant obtaining further specified approvals 
pursuant to the provisions of this Article; or 

3.	 On the basis of written findings in accordance with Subsection 3-3008 below, 
approve it subject to specific modifications; or 

4.	 On the basis of such findings, decline to approve the application. 

Immediately upon the conclusion of the review by the appropriate City departments, the 
Director of Building Development Services shall return one (1) copy of the applicant's 
plans to him marked to show either approval, or approval subject to modification, 
which modifications shall be made and permanently marked on such plans.  If 
modifications are required, the Director of Building Development Services shall 
provide written comments to the applicant regarding such modifications.  The failure of 
the Director of Building Development Services to act within said forty-five (45) days 
on any complete application, or such longer time as may be agreed to by the applicant, 
shall be deemed to be approval of the application. 

D.	 Conferences and Modifications During Review. While reviewing such application, 
the Director of Building Development Services may, or at the request of the applicant 
shall, meet with the applicant for such conferences concerning the proposed site plan as 
may be appropriate and may accept amended plans in substitution of those originally 
submitted.  Submission of amended site plans shall constitute a new complete 
application, and the Director of Building Development Services shall have forty-five 
(45) days to review the application from the date of submission of the amended site 
plan. 

E.	 Action by Planning and Zoning Commission. If the Director of Building 
Development Services declines to approve the application, or approves it subject to 
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modifications which are not acceptable to the applicant, such action shall not be deemed 
final administrative action but shall entitle the applicant to have his application referred 
to the Planning and Zoning Commission for review and decision of such matters as 
remained unresolved between the Director of Building Development Services and 
applicant. Such review may be secured by the applicant by filing a written request 
therefor with the Director of Building Development Services within fifteen (15) days of 
the decision by the Director of Building Development Services.  Upon receipt of such 
request, the Director shall refer, within fifteen (15) days, the application and the 
Director of Building Development Services' report thereon to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, which shall review and act upon the application in the same manner and 
subject to the same standards and limitations as those made applicable to the Director of 
Building Development Services, except that the Commission shall have sixty-five (65) 
days from the date of such referral within which to act.  The decision of the Planning 
and Zoning Commission shall be final. 

3-3007. Standards for Site Plan Review. 

A.	 Standards. The Director of Building Development Services shall not deny, and the 
Planning and Zoning Commission shall not deny site plans submitted pursuant to this 
Section except on the basis of specific written findings dealing with the following 
standards. 

1.	 The application contains or reveals violations of this Article or other ordinances 
of the City which the applicant has after written request, failed or refused to 
supply or correct. 

2.	 In the case of a site plan submitted in conjunction with an approved development 
plan, a conditional use permit, or any other regulations in this Article that contain 
specific development standards, such as the UC, PD or L Districts, the site plan 
does not adequately meet specified standards required by this Article with respect 
to such development, or conditional use or district. 

3.	 The proposed site plan will result in an unauthorized encroachment or 
interference with an easement, roadways, rail lines, utilities and public or private 
rights-of-way. 

4.	 The proposed site plan does, or will, unnecessarily, and in specified particulars, 
destroy, damage, detrimentally modify or interfere with significant natural, 
topographic or physical features of the site including, but not limited to, 
sinkholes, natural springs and drainage ways. 

5.	 The circulation elements of the proposed site plan unnecessarily, and in specified 
particulars, create, or will create: hazards to safety on or off the site; 
uncoordinated pedestrian or vehicular circulation paths on or off the site; or 
undue interference with or inconvenience to vehicular or pedestrian travel. 
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6.	 The screening and buffer area landscaping of the site does not, or will not, as 
required in Section 6-1000 and Section 6-1200, provide adequate shielding from 
or for nearby uses with which the proposed use may be incompatible. 

7.	 The proposed site plan does, or will, and in specified particulars, create drainage 
or erosion problems. 

8.	 In the case of site plans for approved development plans, the proposed site plan 
fails, in specified particulars, to conform to the approved planned development 
district. 

B.	 Alternative Approaches. In citing any of the foregoing standards, other than those of 
Subsection 3-3007.A.1, as the basis for declining to approve or for disapproving a site 
plan, the Director of Building Development Services may suggest alternate site plan 
approaches which could be utilized to avoid the specified deficiency and may state the 
reasons why such deficiency cannot be avoided consistent with the applicant's 
objectives. 

3-3008.	 Effect of Site Plan Approval.  If the Director of Building Development Services or the 
Planning and Zoning Commission approves the application or approves it subject to further 
specified approvals or to modifications which are acceptable to the applicant, such approval 
shall not authorize the establishment or extension of any use nor the development, 
construction, reconstruction, alteration, enlargement or moving of any building or structure, 
but shall authorize only the continued processing of applications for any further permits or 
approvals which may be required by the codes and ordinances of the City, including approvals 
such as a building permit, a certificate of occupancy or subdivision plat approval. 

3-3009.	 Limitations on Site Plan Approval.  No site plan approval shall be valid for a period longer 
than eighteen (18) months from the date such approval is issued unless a building permit is 
issued and construction is begun within that period. 

3-3010.	 Amendment.  An approved site plan may be amended at any time in the same manner and 
subject to the same standards and limitations as provided in this Section for original site plan 
approval. 
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Section 3-3100. Cluster Developments. 

3-3101.	 Purpose.  The purpose of cluster development is to permit a procedure for development which 
will result in improved living and working environments; which will promote more economic 
subdivision layout; which will encourage a variety of types of residential dwellings; which 
will encourage ingenuity and originality in total subdivision and individual site design; and 
which can preserve open space to serve recreational, scenic and public service purposes and 
other purposes related thereto, within the densities established for the cluster net tract area. To 
achieve these goals: 

A. 	 Variations in lot areas and lot widths are permitted; 

B.	 Flexibility in forms of property ownership is permitted; 

C.	 A greater variety of building types is permitted in residential zones; 

D. 	 Procedures are established to assure adequate maintenance and restricted use of open 
space areas for the benefit of the inhabitants of the subdivisions or for dedication to 
public use; and 

E.	 Procedures are established to assure adequate protection of existing and potential 
developments adjoining the proposed cluster development. 

3-3102.	 Cluster Housing Development: Dwelling Types and Size. 

A.	 Only uses specified in the particular zoning district are permitted. 

B.	 Cluster developments shall consist of at least ten (10) dwelling units except that cluster 
developments that are found by the Planning and Zoning Commission to be a logical 
extension of an existing or approved cluster development may contain fewer dwelling 
units. 

3-3103.	 Cluster Housing Development: Standards. 

A.	 Modification of Yard and Lot Requirements. Modification of yard and lot 
requirements including minimum lot widths and maximum lot coverage may be 
permitted.  Such modifications and variations must be shown on the cluster preliminary 
subdivision plat. 

B.	 Minimum Lot Size. The minimum size of a lot of record within a residential cluster 
development shall be: 

1. Three-thousand (3,000) square feet in the R-SF and R-MHC Districts. 

2. Two-thousand (2,000) square feet in the R-TH and R-LD Districts. 

3. One-thousand (1,000) square feet in the R-MD and R-HD Districts. 
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C.	 Public Sewer and Water Required. All dwellings and other buildings shall be served 
with public sewer and water facilities. 

3-3104. Cluster Open Space Requirements: Ownership. 

A.	 In each zone allowing cluster housing development, the lot size may be reduced from 
the minimum lot area prescribed for that zone to the minimum lot size for cluster 
development specified in Subsection 3-3103.B. All such lot reductions shall be 
compensated for by an equivalent amount of land in open space or common area to be 
preserved and maintained for its scenic or historic value, for recreation or conservation 
purposes, or for schools, community buildings, historic buildings or sites, or related 
uses. Cluster open space or common area shall not include areas devoted to public or 
private vehicular streets or any land which has been, or is to be, conveyed to a public 
agency via a purchase agreement. 

B.	 Public Ownership. Open space or common area within cluster housing developments 
may be offered for dedication to the public at the time of application.  The Planning and 
Zoning Commission and City Council or other appropriate public body may accept 
such dedication upon a finding that the size, location, type of development or cost of 
development or maintenance of such open space or common area or the availability of 
public open space would make public use desirable or necessary. 

C.	 Private Ownership. Cluster open space not dedicated to public use shall be protected 
by legal arrangements, satisfactory to the Planning and Zoning Commission, sufficient 
to assure its maintenance and preservation for whatever purpose it is intended and in 
accordance with Section 5-2300, Requirements for Common Open Space and Common 
Improvements.  Covenants or other legal arrangements shall specify ownership of the 
cluster open space; method of maintenance, responsibility for maintenance; 
maintenance taxes and insurance; compulsory membership and compulsory assessment 
provisions; guarantees that any association formed to own and maintain cluster open 
space will not be dissolved without the consent of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission and City Council and any other specifications deemed necessary by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council. 

3-3105. Cluster Developments: Approval. 

A.	 No cluster development may be constructed except in accordance with a preliminary 
subdivision plat approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission under Chapter 36, 
Article II, Subdivision Regulations. 

B.	 An approved preliminary subdivision plat for a cluster development shall provide for a 
total environment better than that which can be achieved under standard regulations.  If, 
in the opinion of the Planning and Zoning Commission, the proposed plan could be 
improved, with respect to the criteria listed below, by the reasonable modifications of 
the location of cluster open space or buildings or configurations of lots, streets and 
parking areas, the proposed plan shall be so modified or denied. 
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C.	 A permit for a cluster development shall be granted only if evidence is presented which 
establishes that: 

1.	 The proposed development will be in harmony with the general purposes, goals, 
objectives and standards of the Springfield Comprehensive Plan, this Article and 
the Subdivision Regulations; 

2.	 The proposed building or use complies with all applicable regulations of this 
article except as modified pursuant to the authority of this Section; 

3.	 The proposed building or use will not have a substantial or undue adverse effect 
upon adjacent property, the character of the neighborhood, traffic conditions, 
parking, utility facilities, and other matters affecting the public health, safety and 
general welfare; 

4.	 The proposed cluster development will be constructed, arranged and operated so 
as not to dominate the immediate vicinity or to interfere with the development 
and use of neighboring property, in accordance with the applicable district 
regulations; 

5.	 The proposed cluster development will be served adequately by essential public 
facilities and services such as highways, streets, parking spaces, police and fire 
protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, water and sewers, and schools; or 
the persons or agencies responsible for the establishment of the proposed use will 
provide adequately for such services; 

6.	 The proposed cluster development will not result in the destruction, loss or 
damage of any natural, scenic, or historic feature of significant importance; 

7.	 Individual lots, buildings, streets, and parking areas are designed and situated to 
minimize alteration of the natural site features to be preserved; 

8.	 The usability of cluster open space intended for recreation or public use is 
determined by size, shape, topographic and location requirements of the 
particular purpose proposed for the site; 

9.	 Cluster open space shall include irreplaceable natural features located in the tract 
(such as, but not limited to, stream beds, significant stands of trees, individual 
trees of a significant size, and rock outcroppings); 

10.	 Cluster open space intended for a recreation or public use is easily accessible to 
pedestrians, which accessibility shall meet the needs of the handicapped and 
elderly; 

11.	 Diversity and originality in lot layout and individual building design is 
encouraged to achieve the best possible relationship between development and 
the land; and 
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12.	 Individual lots, buildings, and units are arranged and situated to relate to 
surrounding properties, to improve the view from and the view of buildings, and 
to lessen the land area devoted to motor vehicle access. 

Section 3-3200. Zero-Lot-Line Construction. 

3-3201.	 Purpose.  The purpose of zero-lot-line construction is to permit a procedure for development 
which will result in improved living and working environments; which will promote more 
economic subdivision layout; which will encourage a variety of types of residential dwellings; 
which will encourage ingenuity and originality in total subdivision and individual site design; 
and which can preserve open space to serve recreational, scenic and public service purposes 
and other purposes related thereto, within the densities established by the zoning district in 
which zero-lot-line construction is permitted. 

3-3202.	 Zero Side Yard.  The side yard setback in any Residential District may be zero (0) on one 
side of the lot provided that: 

A.	 The lot adjacent to that side yard is also owned by the applicant or proof of consent is 
provided from the adjacent lot owner at the time of initial construction and the 
minimum side yard setback for such adjacent lot is either zero (0) or not less than ten 
(10) feet; 

B.	 The adjacent side yard setback is perpetually maintained free and clear of any 
obstructions other than a three (3) foot eave encroachment, normal landscaping, patios, 
garden walls or fences unless it is a zero (0) side yard; 

C.	 The wall located at the zero (0) side yard setback is constructed with easily maintained, 
solid material without windows; 

D.	 No portion of the dwelling or architectural features project over any property lines; and 

E.	 The zero (0) side yard is not adjacent to a public or private street or alley right-of-way. 

3-3203.	 Zero Rear Yard.  The rear yard setback in any Residential District may be zero (0) provided 
that: 

A.	 The lot adjacent to that rear yard is also owned by the applicant or proof of consent is 
provided from the adjacent lot owner at the time of initial construction and the 
minimum rear yard setback satisfies the rear yard setback requirements of the zoning 
district, however in no case shall the minimum rear yard be less than ten (10) feet unless 
it is zero (0); 

B.	 The adjacent rear yard setback is perpetually maintained free and clear of any 
obstructions other than a three (3) foot eave encroachment, swimming pools, normal 
landscaping, patios, garden walls or fences unless it is a zero (0) rear yard; 
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C.	 The wall located at the zero (0) rear yard setback is constructed with easily maintained, 
solid material without windows; 

D.	 No portion of the dwelling or architectural features project over any property lines; and 

E.	 The zero (0) rear yard is not adjacent to a public or private street or alley right-of-way. 

3-3204.	 Location of Zero Yards. 

A.	 In the R-SF, R-TH, R-MHC, and R-LD Residential Districts, no lot may have both a 
zero (0) side yard and a zero (0) rear yard. 

B.	 In the R-MD and R-HD Residential Districts, a lot may have both a zero (0) side yard 
and a zero (0) rear yard. 

3-3205.	 Recording Maintenance and Use Easements.  Appropriate maintenance and use easements 
shall be included on the final plat for all affected properties.  Where a final plat is not required, 
the maintenance or use easement shall be included in the deed or deeds for all affected 
properties. 

3-3206.	 Placement of Zero Yard Wall.  The zero (0) side or rear yard wall shall be placed precisely 
on the lot (property line) with a perpetual maintenance easement on the adjacent lot. 

3-3207.	 Application and Review.   Before construction of a zero-lot-line dwelling commences, an 
administrative review application, accompanied by a precise plan, shall be submitted to the 
Administrative Review Committee and approved or conditionally approved by the Committee 
prior to issuance of building permits for the dwelling.  Said plan shall delineate all structures 
proposed for initial construction. The Committee, after review, may approve, conditionally 
approve, or deny the precise plan.  In its review, the Committee shall consider placement of all 
structures, building material and finishing of the wall constructed along the side or rear lot 
line. 
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Section 3-3300. Conditional Use Permits. 

3-3301.	 Purpose.  The conditional use permit procedure is designed to provide the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and the City Council with an opportunity for discretionary review of 
requests to establish or construct uses or structures which may be necessary or desirable in a 
zoning district, but which may also have the potential for a deleterious impact upon the health, 
safety and welfare of the public.  The purpose of the review is to determine whether the 
proposed location of the use or structure is appropriate and whether it will be designed and 
located so as to avoid, minimize or mitigate any potentially adverse effects upon the 
community or other properties in its vicinity.  The discretionary conditional use permit 
procedure is designed to enable the Planning and Zoning Commission and the City Council to 
impose conditions upon such uses and structures that are designed to avoid, minimize or 
mitigate potentially adverse effects upon the community or other properties in the vicinity of 
the proposed use or structure, and to deny requests for a conditional use permit when it is 
apparent that a proposed use or structure will or may cause harm to the community or injury to 
the value, lawful use and reasonable enjoyment of other properties in the vicinity of the 
proposed use or structure. 

3-3302.	 Authorized Conditional Uses.  The Planning and Zoning Commission may recommend, and 
the City Council may authorize, the establishment of those conditional uses that are expressly 
authorized to be permitted as a conditional use in a particular zoning district or in one or more 
zoning districts. No conditional use shall be authorized unless this Article specifically 
authorizes such conditional use to be granted and unless such grant complies with all of the 
applicable provisions of this Article. 

3-3303.	 Contents of Application.  An application for a conditional use permit shall be filed with the 
Department of Planning and Development.  The application shall contain the following 
information as well as such additional information as may be prescribed by rule of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission or the Director of Planning and Development. 

A.	 The applicant's name and address and his legal interest in the subject property. 

B.	 The owner's name and address, including trustees, and, if different than the applicant, 
the owner's signed consent to the filing of the application and authorization for the 
applicant to act in his behalf. 

C.	 The street address (or common description) and a copy of the deed of record or  legal 
description of the property as prepared by and certified by a land surveyor or attorney. 
(G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

D.	 The zoning classification and present use of the subject property. 

E.	 A description of the proposed conditional use. 

F.	 The names and addresses of all owners of property adjacent to, and within one-hundred-
eighty-five (185) feet of, each property line of the property. 

G.	 A site plan, pursuant to Section 3-3000 of this Article. 
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H.	 A statement as to why the proposed conditional use will comply with the applicable 
standards in Subsection 3-3310. 

I.	 A statement as to how the proposed conditional use is to be designed, arranged and 
operated in order to ensure that development and use of neighboring property in 
accordance with the applicable district regulations will not be prevented or made 
unlikely, and that the value, use and reasonable enjoyment of such property will not be 
impaired or adversely affected. 

J.	 An identification of any potentially adverse effects that may be associated with the 
proposed conditional use, and of the means proposed by the applicant to avoid, 
minimize or mitigate such effects. 

3-3304.	 Hearing on Conditional Use Permit Application.  A public hearing on an application for a 
conditional use permit shall be held and notice thereof given in the manner and form required 
by Section 3-3800 of this Article. No public hearing on a conditional use permit application 
shall be held unless the Director of Planning and Development, or his duly designated 
delegate, has certified to the Planning and Zoning Commission that the application is complete 
and does not contain or reveal violations of this Article or other applicable regulations. 

3-3305.	 Conditions and Restrictions.  In granting a conditional use, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission may recommend, and the City Council may impose such conditions, safeguards 
and restrictions upon the premises benefitted by the conditional use as may be necessary to 
comply with the standards set out in Subsection 3-3306 of this Article to avoid, or minimize, 
or mitigate any potentially adverse or injurious effect of such conditional uses upon other 
property in the neighborhood, and to carry out the general purpose and intent of this Article. 
Such conditions shall be set out in the ordinance approving the conditional use permit. 

3-3306.	 Decisions and Records.  The Planning and Zoning Commission shall, after the public hearing 
is concluded, transmit to the City Council its recommendation containing specific findings of 
fact on the proposed conditional use without unreasonable delay and in all cases, within thirty 
(30) days from the close of the hearing.  The Secretary of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission shall maintain complete records of all actions of the Commission and the City 
Council with respect to applications for conditional use permits. 

3-3307.	 Effect of Issuance of a Permit for a Conditional Use.  The issuance of a conditional use 
permit shall not authorize the establishment or extension of any use nor the development, 
construction, reconstruction, structural alteration or moving of any building or structure, but 
shall merely authorize the preparation, filing and processing of applications for any permits or 
approvals, which may be required by the codes and ordinances of the City, including, but not 
limited to, a building permit, a certificate of occupancy or subdivision approval. 
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3-3308.	 Period of Validity. 

A.	  No conditional use permit shall be valid for a period longer than eighteen (18) months 
from the date on which the City Council grants the conditional use permit, unless within 
such eighteen (18) months period:  

1.	 A building permit is obtained and the erection or alteration of a structure is 
started; or 

2.	 An occupancy permit is obtained and the conditional use commenced. 

The City Council may grant one (1) additional extension not exceeding eighteen (18) 
months, upon written application, without notice or hearing provided such grant is 
approved by City Council prior to the expiration of the original eighteen (18) month 
period. No additional extension shall be granted without complying with the notice and 
hearing requirements for an initial application for a conditional use permit. This 
additional extension shall be considered to have begun on the date of expiration of the 
original conditional use permit regardless of when this additional extension is granted 
by City Council. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

B.	 When a conditional use is discontinued or abandoned for a period of twelve (12) 
consecutive months (regardless of any reservation of an intent not to abandon or to 
resume such use), such use shall not thereafter be reestablished or resumed unless a new 
conditional use permit is granted by City Council consistent with Section 3-3300.  The 
burden of proof shall be on the property owner to show that the conditional use has not 
been discontinued or abandoned for a period of twelve (12) consecutive months or 
longer. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

3-3309.	 Amendments.  Amendments or changes as to the use authorized by the conditional use 
process must follow the same process as the original conditional use application.  Expansions 
or additions to structures associated with conditional uses may be approved by the Director of 
Planning and Development without further conditional use authorization under the following 
circumstances: 

A.	 Said proposed expansion is limited to a structural addition to an existing building not to 
exceed ten (10) percent of the gross building floor area within the existing structure to 
be expanded. 

B. 	 Said proposed expansion is limited to one (1) time subsequent to the original 
conditional use authorization. 

C.	 Said proposed expansion is reviewed and approved by the Director of Planning and 
Development with the determination that such expansion does not violate any of the 
conditions set forth in the original conditional use authorization, does not require 
further imposition of new conditions and does not adversely impact surrounding 
properties. 
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3-3310.	 Standards.  An application for a conditional use permit shall be granted only if evidence is 
presented at the public hearing which establishes the following. 

A.	 With respect to all proposed conditional uses, to the extent applicable: 

1.	 The proposed conditional use will be consistent with the adopted policies in the 
Springfield Comprehensive Plan; 

2.	 The proposed conditional use will not adversely affect the safety of the motoring 
public and of pedestrians using the facility and the area immediately surrounding 
the site; 

3.	 The proposed conditional use will adequately provide for safety from fire 
hazards, and have effective measures of fire control; 

4.	 The proposed conditional use will not increase the hazard to adjacent property 
from flood or water damage; 

5.	 The proposed conditional use will not have noise characteristics that exceed the 
sound levels that are typical of uses permitted as a matter of right in the district; 

6.	 The glare of vehicular and stationary lights will not affect the established 
character of the neighborhood, and to the extent such lights will be visible from 
any residential district, measures to shield or direct such lights so as to eliminate 
or mitigate such glare are proposed; 

7.	 The location, lighting and type of signs and the relationship of signs to traffic 
control is appropriate for the site; 

8.	 Such signs will not have an adverse effect on any adjacent properties; 

9.	 The street right-of-way and pavement width in the vicinity is or will be adequate 
for traffic reasonably expected to be generated by the proposed use; 

10.	 The proposed conditional use will not have any substantial or undue adverse 
effect upon, or will lack amenity or will be incompatible with, the use or 
enjoyment of adjacent and surrounding property, the character of the 
neighborhood, traffic conditions, parking, utility facilities, and other matters 
affecting the public health, safety and general welfare; 

11.	 The proposed conditional use will be constructed, arranged and operated so as 
not to dominate the immediate vicinity or to interfere with the development and 
use of neighboring property in accordance with the applicable district 
regulations. In determining whether the proposed conditional use will so 
dominate the immediate neighborhood, consideration shall be given to: 

a.	 The location, nature and height of buildings, structures, walls and fences 
on the site; and 
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b.	 The nature and extent of landscaping and screening on the site; 

12.	 The proposed conditional use, as shown by the application, will not destroy, 
damage, detrimentally modify or interfere with the enjoyment and function of 
any significant natural topographic or physical features of the site; 

13.	 The proposed conditional use will not result in the destruction, loss or damage of 
any natural, scenic or historic feature of significant importance; 

14.	 The proposed conditional use otherwise complies with all applicable regulations 
of this Article, including lot size requirements, bulk regulations, use limitations 
and performance standards; 

15.	 The proposed conditional use at the specified location will contribute to or 
promote the welfare or convenience of the public; 

16.	 Off-street parking and loading areas will be provided in accordance with the 
standards set out in 5-1500, 5-1600 and 6-1300 of this Article, and such areas 
will be screened from any adjoining residential uses and located so as to protect 
such residential uses from any injurious effect; 

17.	 Adequate access roads or entrance or exit drives will be provided and will be 
designed so as to prevent traffic hazards and to minimize traffic congestion in 
public streets and alleys; 

18.	 The vehicular circulation elements of the proposed application will not create 
hazards to the safety of vehicular or pedestrian traffic on or off the site, disjointed 
vehicular or pedestrian circulation paths on or off the site, or undue interference 
and inconvenience to vehicular and pedestrian travel; 

19.	 The proposed use, as shown by the application, will not interfere with any 
easements, roadways, rail lines, utilities and public or private rights-of-way; 

20.	 In the case of existing structures proposed to be converted to uses requiring a 
conditional use permit, the structures meet all fire, health, building, plumbing and 
electrical requirements of the City of Springfield; and 

21.	 The proposed conditional use will be served adequately by essential public 
facilities and services such as highways, streets, parking spaces, police and fire 
protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, water and sewers, and schools; or 
that the persons or agencies responsible for the establishment of the proposed use 
will provide adequately for such services. 
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(3-3310 cont.d) 

B.	 With respect to conditional use permit applications for the uses listed below, the 
proposed conditional use will, in addition, comply with the restrictions following each 
use. 

1. Towers Exceeding One-Hundred Feet in Height. (G.O. 5094, 7/9/2001) 

a. 	 Purpose.  The purpose of these restrictions is to: 

(1)	 Minimize the adverse effects of towers on aesthetic and property 
values through careful design, siting and vegetative screening; 

(2)	 Avoid potential damage to adjacent properties from tower failure 
and falling ice through engineering and careful siting of tower 
structures; 

(3)	 Lessen traffic impacts on local streets; 

(4)	 Maximize use of existing towers to reduce the number of towers 
needed; and 

(5)	 Allow new towers in the center city area, as defined herein, only if a 
comparable site is not available outside the center city area. 

b.	 Applicability.  In all districts where towers are permitted a principal or 
accessory uses, a conditional use permit shall be required where: 

(1)	 the tower exceeds one-hundred (100) feet in height; or 

(2)	 the tower is on a building, exceeds twenty (20) feet in height, as 
measured from the top of the building, and the combined height of 
the building and tower exceeds one-hundred (100) feet. 

c.	 Exemptions.  An antenna and tower for the following uses are exempt 
from these requirements and are permitted uses in any district if accessory 
to a permitted use and if they comply with the applicable regulations of 
the district in which situated: 

(1)	 Ham radios; and 

(2)	 Citizen band radios. 

d.	 Approval Standards.  All applications for a conditional use permit for a 
tower shall comply with the following requirements. Site includes all 
property described by the legal description submitted with the conditional 
use permit application and may be only part of a larger parcel. 
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(1)	 Structures shall be set back from adjoining residential-zoned 
property, public property or streets sufficient to: 

(a)	 Contain on-site substantially all ice-fall or debris from tower 
failure; 

(b)	 Preserve the privacy of adjoining residential-zoned property. 
The site is of sufficient size to comply with this standard if: 

(i)	 Accessory structures comply with the setback standards 
in the zoning district; 

(ii)	 The tower base is set back from adjoining residential-
zoned property, public property or a street by a distance 
equal to fifty (50) percent of the height of the tower up 
to one-hundred (100) feet, plus one foot for each foot 
over one-hundred (100) feet in height, unless the tower 
is designed for collocation of at least two additional 
carriers in which case the setbacks for structures in the 
zoning district where the tower is located shall be 
complied with, or the distance between the tower base 
and guy wire anchors, whichever is greater; 

(iii)	 The tower is set back from adjoining land in other 
districts by the rear yard setback required in the 
adjoining district; 

(iv)	 Guy wire anchors are set back at least twenty-five (25) 
feet from an adjoining residential-zoned property, 
public property or a street; and 

(v)	 Guy wire anchors are set back at least the rear yard 
setback from adjoining land in other districts. 

(c)	 Set back requirements for towers shall be measured from the 
center of the tower to the property line of the parcel on which 
it is located. 

(2)	 The tower shall be set back from other on-and off-site towers and 
supporting structures far enough so one tower will not strike another 
tower or support structure if a tower or support structure fails. 
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(3-3310.B.1.d contd.) 

(3)	 The tower shall have the least practicable adverse visual effect on 
the environment.  A tower complies with this standard if it has a 
galvanized finish, is painted silver or, if constructed of aluminum 
remains unfinished and is not artificially lighted, unless state or 
federal regulations require certain painting or lighting standards.  If 
there is an existing building or proposed building on the site of the 
proposed tower, every attempt shall be made to place the tower so 
that the building is located between the tower and the adjoining 
street or to incorporate the tower in the design of the building to 
reduce the visual impact of the tower.  If more than one (1) street 
adjoins the proposed site, the building should be sited between the 
tower and the street with the highest functional street classification 
as designated by the Major Thoroughfare Plan. If two (2) or more 
streets have the same functional street classification, the building 
should be sited between the tower and the street with the highest 
current traffic volumes. 

(4)	 Existing on-site trees and shrubs shall be preserved to the maximum 
extent practicable. 

(5)	 Where the tower base or related facilities are located within three-
hundred (300) feet of residential-zoned property, public property or 
a street without an intervening building, the tower base and related 
facilities shall be landscaped as follows: 

(a)	 For all towers: 

(i)	 At least one (1) row of evergreen shrubs spaced not 
more than five (5) feet apart and capable of forming a 
continuous hedge at least five (5) feet in height within 
two (2) years of planting shall be located within twenty 
(20) feet of the tower base and related facilities to 
provide a screen from residential-zoned property, 
public property or a street. 

(ii)	 At least one (1) row of evergreen trees or shrubs, at 
least four (4) feet high when planted and spaced not 
more than fifteen (15) feet apart shall be located within 
at least fifty (50) feet of the tower base and related 
facilities. 

(b)	 For a tower greater than two-hundred (200) feet tall, at least 
one (1) row of deciduous trees, not less than one-and one-half 
(1-1/2) inches diameter measured three (3) feet above grade, 
and spaced not more than twenty (20) feet apart and located 
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within seventy-five (75) feet of the tower base and related 
facilities. 

(c)	 Vegetation, topography, walls, fences and features other than 
those required above may be used or the plantings required 
above may be located elsewhere on the site or the larger 
parcel of which the site is a part if the City Council finds 
they: 

(i)	 Achieve about the same degree of or greater screening 
as the plantings required above; 

(ii)	 Affect the stability, security or maintenance of guy 
wires; 

(iii)	 Are needed for surveillance and security of structures; 
or 

(iv)	 Are used for continued operation of a forest or 
agricultural uses. 

(d)	 If City Council finds the planting requirement specified 
above would serve no useful purpose, the requirement may be 
waived provided the applicant pays a fee-in-lieu equal to the 
developer’s cost for purchasing and installing similar 
plantings. Such fee shall be paid in cash or cashier’s check 
and shall be used to purchase and install plantings in public 
rights-of-way, parks and schools as identified in the City’s 
Capital Improvement Program. 

(e)	 All plant material shall be tended and maintained in a healthy 
growing condition and replaced when diseased, irreparably 
damaged, or dead.  The buffer yard required above shall be 
planted in lawn unless ground cover is already established 
and shall be kept neat, clean and free from litter, debris and 
noxious weeds. 

(6)	 Traffic associated with the facility shall not adversely affect 
adjoining streets. Vehicular access shall be limited to a major street 
if the site adjoins both a major and local street. 

(7)	 At least two (2) off-street parking spaces and one (1) additional 
space for each two (2) on-site personnel shall be provided unless 
more than thirty (30) spaces already exist on the same premise and 
use of such spaces for tower personnel is available and authorized 
by the owner of the premise.  Parking shall be screened in 
accordance with Section 6-1000. 
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(3-3310.B.1.d contd.) 

(8)	 A tower shall be sited outside of Central Springfield unless it is 
demonstrated: 

(a)	 Sites outside the center city will not accommodate the 
proposed tower, considering size, topography and physical 
features; or 

(b)	 The proposed equipment or its equivalent on a tower outside 
the center city cannot function effectively or at least in parity 
with other similar equipment in place or approved by the 
Springfield City Council. 

(c)	 For the purposes of these restrictions, the Central Springfield 
is defined as the area of Springfield containing the Central 
Business District and most of the historically and 
architecturally significant resources of the city, specifically 
defined by the south boundary of the railroad right-of-way 
north of Commercial Street on the north, Glenstone Avenue 
on the east, Grand Street on the south and Kansas 
Expressway on the west. 

(d)	 Planned equipment will cause RF interference with other 
existing or planned equipment for that tower, and the 
interference cannot be prevented at a reasonable cost. 

e.	 Application contents.  An application for approval of a new transmission 
tower shall include: 

(1)	 A site plan drawn to scale and identifying the site boundary; 
tower(s); guy wire anchors; existing and proposed structures; 
vehicular parking and access; existing vegetation to be retained, 
removed, or replaced; and uses, structures, and land-use 
designations on the site and adjoining parcels; 

(2)	 A plan drawn to scale showing proposed landscaping, including 
species type, size, spacing and other features; and 

(3)	 Evidence that the planned transmission facilities cannot be 
accommodated on an existing or approved tower and that the 
planned tower cannot be accommodated on an existing or approved 
tower site. The City Council may consider expert testimony to 
determine whether other towers or sites could accommodate the 
planned facilities and whether fees and costs associated with the use 
of an existing or planned tower or site are reasonable. 
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f.	 Conflict with FCC or FAA regulations.  In the event there is a conflict 
between these regulations and Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) or Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulations, the FCC or 
FAA regulations shall govern. 

2.	 Bed and Breakfasts. 

a.	 Purpose.  The purpose of these requirements is to minimize any possible 
adverse effects of a bed and breakfast on the surrounding neighborhood 
while providing opportunities to make better use of existing housing, 
particularly larger, older houses located on major streets. 

b.	 Approval Standards.  All applications for a conditional use permit for 
bed and breakfasts shall comply with the following requirements. 

(1)	 The use shall front on a primary arterial street, if the property is 
zoned R-SF, or on a collector street, if the property is zoned another 
zoning district, or a street with a higher functional classification as 
designated by the Major Thoroughfare Plan. 

(2)	 There shall be a maximum of five (5) guest rooms in the bed and 
breakfast. 

(3)	 The bed and breakfast shall be located in an existing structure, i.e. 
additions shall not be built to provide bed and breakfast rooms nor 
shall a new structure be built expressly for a bed and breakfast. 

(4)	 No exterior alterations that would change the single-family 
character of the bed and breakfast, other than those necessary to 
ensure the safety of the structure, shall be made. 

(5)	 No residential structure shall be removed for parking or to expand 
the bed and breakfast. 

(6)	 Only short-term lodging shall be permitted, no monthly rentals. 

(7)	 There shall be no individual cooking facilities. 

(8)	 The facilities shall not be rented for receptions, parties, weddings or 
similar activities unless potential negative impacts, including, but 
not limited to, traffic, parking and noise, have been addressed and 
the activity is specifically permitted in the use permit. 

(9)	 One (1) additional paved parking space per guest room shall be 
provided in the rear yard.  Parking shall be screened in accordance 
with Section 6-1000. 
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(3-3310.B.2 contd.) 

(10) The operator shall live at the bed and breakfast. 

(11) Only resident guests shall be served meals. 

(12) Only one (1) nonilluminated sign no larger than twenty-five (25) 
square feet shall be permitted. 

(13) A business license shall be obtained annually and the owner shall 
verify that the conditions of the conditional use permit are still being 
met. 

(14) No bed and breakfast shall be located within five-hundred (500) feet 
of another bed and breakfast as measured along continuous public 
street rights-of-way from all streets abutting the bed and breakfast 
property, nor shall a bed and breakfast be located on property that 
abuts property on which another bed and breakfast is located. 

3.	 Jails, Prisons and Detention Facilities. 

a.	 Purpose.  The purpose of these regulations is to: 

(1)	 Disperse such facilities in order to avoid concentration of uses that 
can have a negative effect on adjoining property values; 

(2)	 Avoid locating such facilities in close proximity to incompatible 
land uses; and 

(3)	 Ensure that such facilities are operated in a responsible manner. 

b.	 Approval Standards.  All applications for a conditional use permit for a 
jail, prison or detention facility shall comply with the following 
requirements. (G.O. 4829, 9/8/98) 

(1)	 The facility shall not be located within a two thousand (2000) foot 
radius, as measured from property lines, of another jail, prison or 
detention facility, or community corrections facility.  However, a 
jail and a community corrections facility may locate within two 
thousand (2000) feet of each other if they are located on the same 
property as each other, and owned and operated by the same person 
or entity. 

(2)	 The facility shall not be located within seven hundred fifty (750) 
feet, as measured from property lines, of an elementary or secondary 
school, park or Residential District. 
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(3)	 The facility shall be approved by the State of Missouri or other 
appropriate governmental agency. 

4.	 Adaptive Use of Non-Residential Structures in Residential Districts. 

a.	 Purpose.  The purpose of these regulations is to allow for the use of 
structures, originally constructed for non-residential uses and currently 
located in residential districts, for selected non-residential uses provided 
the review by the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council 
determines the proposed use would not have significant adverse impacts 
on the surrounding neighborhood. The regulations provide opportunities 
to make productive use of non-residential structures that could otherwise 
be a blight on the neighborhood if left vacant and are not maintained. 

b.	 Permitted Uses. The following uses may be permitted by a conditional 
use permit, however, a conditional use permit shall only be approved for 
the specific use requested in the application.  A change to a use not 
specifically listed in the conditional use permit shall require a new 
application and review. 

(1)	 Beauty parlors and barber shops. 

(2)	 Day care centers, in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, 
Springfield City Code. 

(3)	 Dry cleaning and laundry pick-ups. 

(4)	 Elementary and secondary schools and schools or development 
centers for persons with handicaps or development disabilities. 

(5)	 Hearing aid and eye glass shops. 

(6)	 Museums, art galleries and libraries. 

(7)	 Professional and business offices. 

(8)	 Retail establishments for the following uses:  bakery, books, candy, 
flowers, gifts and hobby materials. 

(9)	 Schools and studios for art, dancing, drama, music, photography, 
interior decorating or similar courses of study. 

(10) Shoe repair. 

(11) 	 Pet Grooming with sales of pet grooming products allowed as an 
accessory use (the following are not accessory to this use and are 
prohibited: overnight pet stays, the sale of breeding of pets, kennels, 
veterinarian services and outside activities. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 
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c.	 Approval Standards.  All applications for a use permit for the uses listed 
above shall comply with the following requirements. 

(1)	 Hours during which the establishment is open to the public shall be 
limited to a daily period extending from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
unless specifically modified by the conditional use permit.  The 
applicant shall demonstrate that additional hours are necessary and 
will not have an adverse impact on adjoining properties. 

(2)	 Signage shall be limited to one free standing sign with a maximum 
sign area of twenty (20) square feet and wall signs with a maximum 
sign area of ten (10) percent of the facade. Wall signs shall only be 
located on facades with street frontage. Signs shall not be internally 
lit or externally illuminated by any means unless specifically 
modified by the conditional use permit.  The applicant shall 
demonstrate that lighting of signs is necessary and will not have an 
adverse impact on adjoining properties or those using the public 
rights-of-way.  (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

(3)	 Expansions not to exceed twenty (20) percent of the existing floor 
area of the structure or one-thousand (1,000) square feet, whichever 
is less, may be approved at the time the conditional use permit is 
granted. 

(4)	 The proposed conditional use shall not be operated so as to 
dominate the immediate vicinity or to interfere with the 
development and use of neighboring property in accordance with 
the applicable district regulations. In determining whether the 
proposed use will dominate the immediate neighborhood, 
consideration shall be given to: 

(a)	 The functional classification of the street on which the site is 
located; 

(b)	 The surrounding residential densities; 

(c)	 The location, nature and height of buildings, structures, walls 
and fences on site; 

(d)	 The amount of parking needed for the proposed use and the 
amount of parking provided on site; and 

(e)	 The nature and extent of landscaping and screening on the 
site. 

d.	 Damage or Destruction.  In the event that the principal building or 
structure on the property is damaged or destroyed, by any means, to the 
extent of more than seventy-five (75) percent of the replacement cost of 
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the building or structure at the time such damage occurred, such building 
or structure shall not be restored unless it shall thereafter conform to the 
regulations for the zoning district in which it is located and the property 
shall not continue to be used for the uses permitted by the provisions of 
this section. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

5.	 Emergency and Transitional Service Shelters and Soup Kitchens. (G.O. 
4763, 12/15/97) 

a.	 Purpose. The purpose of these regulations is to: 

(1)	 To provide opportunities for operation of emergency and 
transitional service shelters and soup kitchens  while dispersing such 
facilities in order to avoid concentration of uses that can have a 
negative effect on adjoining property values and uses and to avoid 
stigma to the clients of such facilities based on a perception of any 
particular location of the City; 

(2)	 Avoid locating such facilities in close proximity to incompatible or 
hazardous land uses; and 

(3)	 Ensure that such facilities are operated in a responsible manner for 
the needs of the clients and surrounding land uses by minimizing 
any possible adverse effects on the surrounding neighborhood. 

b.	 Approval Standards. All applications for a conditional use permit for 
emergency and transitional service  shelters and soup kitchens shall 
describe the type of service intended to be delivered at that location and 
comply with the following requirements. 

(1)	 The use shall front on a primary or secondary arterial street, if the 
property is zoned Restricted Industrial (RI), Light Industrial (LI), 
General Manufacturing (GM), or Heavy Manufacturing (HM), or on 
a collector street or a street with a higher functional classification as 
designated by the Major Thoroughfare Plan in any other district 
where permitted. 

(2)	 There shall be a maximum occupancy of 50 beds for emergency 
shelters in all districts. 
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(3-3310-B.5 contd.) 

(3) Only residents of the shelter shall be served meals unless a soup 
kitchen is specifically approved as an activity at the time of the 
application for a use permit. 

(4) A business license shall be obtained annually and the owner shall 
verify that the conditions of the conditional use permit are still being 
met. 

(5) No emergency shelter or soup kitchen shall be located within Two 
Thousand (2000) feet of another emergency shelter,  soup kitchen, 
substance abuse treatment facility or community corrections facility, 
or Two Thousand (2000) feet from any transitional service shelter 
as measured from property lines. (G.O. 4792, 4/13/98) (G.O.5343, 
1/12/04) 

(6) No transitional service shelter shall be located within  Two 
Thousand (2000) feet of transitional service shelters, emergency 
shelters, or soup kitchens, substance abuse treatment facilities or 
community corrections facilities as measured from property lines. 
(G.O. 5343, 1/12/04) 

(7) The proposed conditional use shall not be operated so as to 
dominate the immediate vicinity or to interfere with the 
development and use of neighboring property in accordance with 
the applicable district regulations. In determining whether the 
proposed use will dominate the immediate neighborhood, 
consideration shall be given to: 

(a) The functional classification of the street on which the site is 
located; and 

(b) The surrounding residential districts; and 

(c) The location, nature and height of buildings, structures, walls 
and fences on site; and 

(d) The amount of parking needed for the proposed use and the 
amount of parking provided on site; and 

(e) The nature and extent of landscaping and screening on the 
site; and 

(f) The number of visitor trips anticipated each day to the site for 
services other than lodging, or lodging and meals for 
clients of the shelter; and 
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(g)	 The number of meals that will be served at a soup kitchen. 

(8)	 At least one off-street parking space for every three beds a shelter is 
to be licensed or approved for or for every three seats a soup kitchen 
is authorized for the serving of meals except in those districts where 
there is no parking requirement.  

(9)	 That adjacent uses do not involve the manufacture, storage or use of 
explosive compounds or combustibles which  will pose a threat of 
bodily harm to the clients and visitors of the shelter or soup kitchen. 

(10) Any structure is set back from adjoining land in other districts by 
the rear yard setback required in the adjoining district. 

(11) Existing on-site trees and shrubs shall be preserved to the maximum 
extent possible. 

(12) There will be no outside storage of equipment or materials or 
outdoor operations except as specifically authorized by the 
conditional use permit. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

6.	 Community Corrections Facilities. (G.O. 4792, 4/13/98) 

a.	 Purpose. The purpose of these regulations is to: 

(1)	 Provide opportunities for the operation of community corrections 
facilities while dispersing such facilities in order to avoid 
concentration of uses that can have a negative effect on adjoining 
property values and uses; 

(2)	 Avoid locating such facilities in close proximity to residential, 
school, museum and library uses; 

(3)	 Ensure that such facilities are operated in a responsible manner for 
the needs of the clients and surrounding land uses by minimizing 
any possible adverse effects on the surrounding neighborhood. 

b.	 Approval Standards. All applications for a conditional use permit for 
community corrections facilities shall describe the type of service 
intended to be delivered at that location and comply with the following 
requirements: 

(1)	 There shall be a maximum occupancy of 65 beds for all corrections 
facilities. 

(2)	 A business license shall be obtained annually and the owner shall 
verify that the conditions of the conditional use permit are still being 
met. 

III-46	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance February 12, 2007 



Div. III - Administration, Enforcement and Review 	 Sects. 3-1000–3-3800 

(3)	 No community corrections facility shall be located within two 
thousand (2000) feet of any other community corrections facility or 
any jails, prisons or detention facilities,  emergency shelters,  soup 
kitchens or substance abuse treatment facility as measured from 
property lines.  However, a jail and a community corrections facility 
may locate within two thousand (2000) feet of each other if they are 
located on the same property as each other, and owned and operated 
by the same person or entity. (G.O. 4829, 9/8/98) (G.O. 5343, 
1/12/04) 

(4)	 No community corrections facility may be located in such close 
proximity to a legal residential use so as to adversely impact the 
residential use taking place. As a condition of the use permit, City 
Council may require a buffer yard and/or screening to minimize the 
impact. 

(5)	 No community corrections facility may be located within seven 
hundred and fifty (750) feet of any elementary or secondary school, 
library, museum, or any residential zoning district. 

(6)	 The proposed conditional use shall not be operated so as to 
dominate the immediate vicinity or to interfere with the 
development and use of neighboring property in accordance with 
the applicable district regulations. In determining whether the 
proposed use will dominate the immediate neighborhood, 
consideration shall be given to: 

(a)	 The functional classification of the street on which the site is 
located; and 

(b)	 The surrounding residential districts and uses; and 

(c) 	 The location, nature and height of buildings, structures, walls 
and fences on site; and 

(d)	 The amount of parking needed for the proposed use and the 
amount of parking provided on site; and 

(e)	 The nature and extent of landscaping and screening on the 
site; and 

(f)	 The number of visitor trips anticipated each day to the site by 
visitors, staff and residents; and 

(7)	 Any structure shall be set back from adjoining land in other districts 
by the rear yard setback required in the adjoining district. 
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(8)	 Existing on-site trees and shrubs shall be preserved to the maximum 
extent possible. 

(9)	 There will be no outside storage of equipment or materials or 
outdoor operations except as specifically authorized by the 
conditional use permit. 

Section 3-3400. Appeals. 

3-3401. A.	 Appeals from Administrative Ruling.  The Board of Adjustment shall be empowered 
to hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is an error in any order, requirement, 
decision or determination made by an administrative official in the enforcement of this 
Article. In this capacity, the Board exercises appellate jurisdiction as a quasi-judicial 
body, and its task is to determine what the Article means and how the Article applies to 
a particular fact situation. 

B.	 Application for Appeal. The application shall contain the following information and 
such additional information as the Board of Adjustment may, by rule, require. 

A.	 The order, requirement, decision, or determination from the administrative 
official which is allegedly in error. 

B.	 The name of the administrative official making the order, requirement, decision, 
or determination being appealed, and the date the order, requirement, decision or 
determination was made. 

C.	 A description of why the order, requirement, decision or determination made by 
the administrative official is in error. 

D.	 The names and addresses of all owners of property adjacent to, and within one-
hundred-eighty-five (185) feet of, each property line of the property. (G.O.5127, 
10/29/01) 

3-3402.	 Extent of the Board's Appeal Powers.  In exercising the authority herein granted, the Board 
may, in conformity with the provisions of this Article, reverse or affirm wholly or partly or 
may modify the order, requirement, decision or determination appealed from and may make 
such order, requirement, decision or determination as the Board deems appropriate and to that 
end shall have all powers of the administrative official from whom the appeal is taken. 

3-3403.	 When Appeals May Be Taken.  Appeals to the Board of Adjustment may be taken by any 
person aggrieved or by an officer, department, board or agency of the City of Springfield 
affected by a decision of an administrative officer.  Appeals shall be taken within thirty (30) 
days after the decision has been rendered by an administrative officer, by filing with the 
officer from whom the appeal is taken and with the Secretary of the Board of Adjustment a 
notice of appeal specifying the grounds of the appeal.  The officer from whom the appeal is 
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taken shall forthwith forward to the Secretary of the Board all the papers constituting the 
record upon which the action appealed from was taken. 

3-3404.	 Burden on Applicant.  The applicant for an appeal shall bear the burden of producing 
evidence establishing the grounds of the appeal. 

3-3405.	 When Appeals to Stay Proceedings.  A notice of appeal properly filed as herein provided 
shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action appealed from, unless the officer from 
whom the appeal is taken certifies to the Board of Adjustment after the notice of appeal has 
been filed with him that by reason of acts stated in the certificate a stay would, in his opinion, 
cause imminent peril to life or property.  In such case, proceedings shall not be stayed 
otherwise than by a restraining order which may be granted by the Board of Adjustment or by 
a proper court order. 

3-3406.	 Hearing on Appeals.  Notice of appeals shall be submitted not less than twenty-eight (28) 
days prior to a regularly scheduled Board meeting.  The appellant shall be notified in writing 
by registered mail of the date, time and place of the hearing. 

3-3407.	 Decision on Appeal.  Within thirty (30) days after the hearing on an appeal, the Board of 
Adjustment shall file with the Director of Planning and Development its findings of fact and 
conclusions with respect to the appeal. The Director of Planning and Development shall send 
by first-class mail a copy of the decision to the appellant and upon each other person who 
requests in writing to be notified. Where the Board has determined there was an error in any 
order, requirement, decision or determination made by an administrative official in the 
enforcement of this Article, the Director of Planning and Development shall also refund the 
appeal application fee to the appellant. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

3-3408.	 Appeal from Decision of Board of Adjustment.  Appeals from decisions of the Board of 
Adjustment may be taken in the manner provided by statute. 
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Section 3-3500. Variances. 

3-3501.	 Jurisdiction and Authority.  The Board of Adjustment shall exercise the jurisdiction and 
authority to vary the strict or literal terms of this Article in accordance with the procedures, 
standards, and limitations contained in this Section and Section 3-2100. A variance is the 
remedy created by this power and is part of the Board's appellate jurisdiction.  It is a 
discretionary privilege which is granted because strict and literal enforcement of the 
provisions of this Article would, due to special conditions peculiar to a particular property, 
result in unusual difficulty or hardship. 

3-3502.	 Authorized Variance.  Variances from the regulations and restrictions contained in this 
Article may be granted by the Board of Adjustment in the following instances. 

A.	 A variance of the applicable bulk regulations for buildings and structures, including 
maximum height, lot coverage, floor area ratio, required yard areas and other required 
open space. 

B.	 A variance of the applicable minimum requirements for lot size, width and depth and 
setbacks from lot lines. 

C.	 A variance of the applicable off-street parking and off-street loading requirements and 
ratios. 

D. 	 A variance of the applicable spacing and open space requirements. 

E.	 A variance of the design requirements of this Article. 

F. 	 A variance of the buffer area requirements. 

G.	 A variance to permit the reconstruction of a non-conforming building which has been 
destroyed or damaged by fire or other casualty, or act of God or the public enemy, to 
the extent that the cost of restoration of the building to its condition prior to the 
destruction or damage does not exceed seventy-five (75) percent of completely 
reconstructing the building. 

3-3503.	 Standards for Variances.  The Board of Adjustment shall not vary the regulations of this 
Article as authorized above unless and until it shall make written findings based upon the 
particular evidence presented to it in each specific case that: 

A. 	 The particular physical surroundings, shape, or topographical condition of the specific 
property involved would result in an unnecessary hardship upon the owner as 
distinguished from a mere inconvenience if the strict letter of the regulations were 
carried out; and 

B. 	 The conditions upon which the petition for a variance is based would not be applicable, 
generally, to other property within the same zoning classification; and 
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C.	 The purpose of the variance is not based exclusively upon a desire to enhance the value 
of the property, or increase the return or income therefrom; and 

D.	 The property in question cannot yield a reasonable return if permitted to be used only 
under the conditions allowed by the regulations in the district in which it is located; and 

E.	 The alleged hardship has not been created by any person presently having an interest in 
the property; and 

F. 	 The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to 
other property or improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is located, or 
diminish or impair the values thereof; and 

G.	 The proposed variance will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent 
property, or cause or substantially increase congestion in the public streets, or increase 
the danger of fire or the spread of fire, or endanger the public safety; and 

H.	 The variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood; and 

I.	 The variance requested is consistent with the purposes and intent of this Article and the 
Springfield Comprehensive Plan. 

3-3504.	 Use Variances Not Authorized.  The Board of Adjustment shall not be empowered to vary 
any of the provisions of this Article relating to the use of land, buildings or structures. 

3-3505.	 Burden on Applicant.  The applicant for a variance shall bear the burden of producing 
evidence establishing that the requested variance satisfies the standards set out in Subsection 
3-3503. 

3-3506.	 Application for Variance.  An application for a variance may be filed by the owner, 
including a trustee, of the subject property or by a person having a contractual or possessory 
interest in the property.  Any application filed by a person who is not the owner of the 
property for which the variance is sought shall be accompanied by evidence of the consent of 
and authority to act for the owner.  The application shall contain the following information 
and such additional information as the Board of Adjustment may, by rule, require. 

A.	 The particular provisions or requirements of this Article which prevent the proposed 
construction on, or use of, the property. 

B.	 The existing district classification of the property. 

C.	 The special conditions, circumstances or characteristics of the land, building or 
structure that prevent compliance with the requirements of this Article. 

D.	 The particular hardship which would result if the specified provisions or requirements 
were to be applied to the subject property. 
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E.	 The extent to which it would be necessary to vary the requirements of this Article in 
order to permit the proposed construction on, or use of, the property. 

F.	 An explanation of how the requested variance conforms to each of the standards set out 
in Subsection 3-3503. 

G.	 The names and addresses of all owners of property adjacent to, and within one-hundred-
eighty-five (185) feet of, each property line of the property. 

H.	 A site plan conforming to the requirements of Section 3-3000 of this Article. 

3-3507.	 Notice of Hearing on Variance Application.  Variance applications shall be submitted not 
less than twenty-eight days prior to a regularly scheduled Board meeting.  Upon certification 
by the Director of Planning and Development that an application for a variance is complete, 
the Director of Planning and Development shall notify the Board of Adjustment which shall 
hold a public hearing thereon at their next regularly scheduled meeting, after giving the notice 
required by Section 3-3800. 

3-3508.	 Extent of Variance Limited.  The Board in exercising its authority to grant variances from 
this Article, shall be empowered to vary the provisions of this Article only to the extent 
necessary to relieve or alleviate the demonstrated hardship. 

3-3509.	 Conditions and Restrictions.  The Board of Adjustment may impose such conditions and 
restrictions upon the premises benefitted by a variance as may be necessary to comply with the 
standards set out in this Article to reduce, minimize, or mitigate the effect of such variance 
upon other property in the neighborhood, and better to carry out the general intent of the 
Article. Failure to comply with any such conditions and restrictions shall constitute a 
violation of this Article. 

3-3510.	 Decision on Variance.  Within thirty (30) days after the public hearing on a request for a 
variance, the Board of Adjustment shall file its written decision on the requested variance, 
supported by findings of fact and conclusions and list of sections varied with respect to the 
standards in Subsection 3-3503, with the Director of Planning and Development.  The Director 
of Planning and Development shall mail, by first-class mail, a copy of the decision to the 
applicant and upon each other person who requests in writing to be notified, and he shall also 
record the Board's order in the land records of the County Recorder of Deeds. 

3-3511.	 Duration of Variance. 

A.	 No order of the Board of Adjustment granting a variance shall be valid for a period of 
longer than one (1) year from the date of such order unless the action that precipitated 
the request for the variance (subdivision of land, construction, change in use, etc.) is 
commenced within such period and pursued to completion without unnecessary delay 
on the part of the person holding the title or beneficial interest in the property for which 
the variance was granted. 

B.	 After conducting a public hearing with the notice required by Section 3-3800, the Board 
of Adjustment may vacate a previous order of the Board granting a variance to be null 
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and void if the Board finds the conditions that created the need for a variance cease to 
exist and any actions permitted by the granting of the variance have not commenced. 
(G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

Section 3-3600. Special Exceptions. 

3-3601.	 Jurisdiction and Authority.  The Board of Adjustment shall have jurisdiction and authority 
to grant special exceptions from the terms of this Article in the following instances. 

A.	 Off-Street Parking.  The Board of Adjustment may grant a special exception from the 
minimum off-street parking requirements if it can be shown that, due to unique 
circumstances, a particular activity would not reasonably be expected to generate 
parking demand sufficient to justify the parking requirement.  Any special exception 
granted by the Board of Adjustment shall not allow a greater building area than would 
have been possible had the original parking requirement been enforced.  The Board of 
Adjustment may place conditions upon the granting of a special exception, and may 
require that the parking area not required upon the granting of the special exception be 
landscaped. 

B.	 Off-Street Church Parking Not Located With Church Building.  The Board of 
Adjustment may grant a special exception to allow the use of property in any district for 
off-street parking of passenger cars for a church, provided the following conditions are 
met. 

1.	 The property is owned by the church for which the parking is to be provided. 

2.	 The setback requirements of the district shall be met. 

3.	 The parking area shall not extend a distance greater than five-hundred (500) feet 
from the lot upon which the church is located. 

4.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential areas and 
in accordance with Section 6-1400. 

5.	 The parking lot layout and drainage has been approved by the Public Works 
Department. 

6.	 The parking area is to be paved with asphaltic or cement concrete and to be 
provided with six (6) inch high curb to prevent vehicular encroachment into 
required yard areas. 

7.	 The parking area meet the requirements for bufferyards and landscaping in 
Section 6-1200. 

C.	 Fences, Walls and Hedges in Front Yards.  In any multi-family or non-residential 
zoning district, the Board of Adjustment may grant a special exception to permit a 
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fence, wall or hedge in a required front yard in excess of the height prescribed in 
Subsection 5-1306.A.2 provided the following conditions are met. 

1.	 The proposed fence, wall or hedge, in no event, exceeds a height of seven (7) 
feet. 

2.	 The proposed fence, wall or hedge either satisfies the requirements in Subsection 
5-1306.A.2 regarding open voids; or that the proposed fence, wall or hedge 
complies with the following. 

a.	 It screens a parking lot. 

b.	 The open voids are not needed for safety. 

c.	 If the fence adjoins an R-SF, R-TH or R-MHC tract, then no part of the 
fence would be placed within a triangular area determined by measuring 
twenty-five (25) feet from the right-of-way line down the side property 
line of the two tracts, and one-hundred (100) feet along the right-of-way 
line of the subject tract, and by a diagonal connecting the outermost points 
of the two (2) lines. 

3.	 The proposed fence, wall or hedge otherwise satisfies the requirements of 
Subsection 5-1306.B regarding sight triangles at intersecting streets and 
driveways intersecting public streets.  In particular, no fence, structure, or plant 
shall be erected or allowed to grow above a point two (2) feet above the lowest 
grade of two (2) or more intersecting streets and/or driveways shall be permitted 
within the area of a triangle measuring thirty (30) feet along the pavement edge 
of the intersecting streets or driveways. 

4.	 The proposed fence, wall or hedge shall not be located in the required 
right-of-way of the adjoining street based on the classification of the street 
(Subsection 1-1317). 

5.	 The proposed fence is compatible with the general area and with adjoining 
properties. In particular, the fence shall not unduly obstruct views along the 
street to the detriment of the overall streetscape and shall not deviate 
substantially from the front yard treatment common to the street and for similar 
properties in the vicinity. 

D.	 Nonconforming Use Change.  

1.	 The Board of Adjustment may grant a special exception to allow a 
nonconforming use to be changed to any other use permitted in the zoning 
district in which the nonconforming use is allowed provided the proposed use is 
not more intense than the existing use in terms of activity, traffic generation and 
other impacts on surrounding property.  
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2.	 When a nonconforming use has been changed to any conforming use allowed by 
the district in which the property is located, it shall not thereafter be changed 
back to a nonconforming use. 

E.	 Floor Area and Height of Accessory Buildings and Structures.  The Board of 
Adjustment may grant a special exception to allow an accessory building or structure in 
any district to exceed the floor area and height requirements for accessory structures 
provided all of the following conditions are met. 

1.	 The property is at least one-half (1/2) acre in size. 

2.	 The proposed accessory building or structure shall not be within the front yard. 

3.	 The proposed accessory building or structure shall be setback a minimum of 
twenty (20) feet from any property line adjoining a residential district, unless a 
greater setback is required by Section 6-1211, provided the proposed building or 
structure remains below a thirty degree bulk plane as measured from the 
boundary of any residential district.  The Board of Adjustment may establish a 
greater setback to reduce any potential impacts on adjoining properties. 

4.	 The proposed accessory building or structure otherwise conforms to all other 
applicable requirements of this article including Section 5-1000, Accessory Uses 
and Structures. 

The Board of Adjustment may place conditions upon the granting of a special 
exception, and may require that a bufferyard be provided adjacent to any adjoining 
properties zoned residential. 

F.	 Setback of Accessory Buildings and Structures.  The Board of Adjustment may grant 
a special exception to allow an accessory building or structure in any district to 
encroach on the setback requirements provided all of the following conditions are met. 

1.	 The proposed accessory building or structure shall replace an existing accessory 
building or structure that encroaches on the setback requirements.  For purposes 
of this paragraph F, an existing foundation shall not be considered an existing 
building or structure. 

2.	 The proposed building or structure shall not be located closer to the property line 
than the existing accessory building or structure that is intended to be replaced. 

3.	 The proposed accessory building or structure shall meet all other requirements of 
the applicable zoning district and a special exception shall not be approved 
pursuant to paragraph E, above. 

The Board of Adjustment may place conditions upon the granting of a special 
exception, and may require that a bufferyard be provided adjacent to any adjoining 
properties zoned residential. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 
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3-3602.	 Application for Special Exception.  An application for a special exception may be filed by 
the owner of the subject property.  Any special exception filed by a person who is not the 
owner of the property for which the special exception is sought shall be accompanied by 
evidence of the consent of and authority to act for the owner.  The application shall contain the 
following information and such additional information as the Board of Adjustment may, by 
rule, require. 

A.	 The particular provisions or requirements of this Article under which the special 
exception is being requested. 

B.	 The existing district classification of the property. 

C.	 The names and addresses of all owners of property adjacent to, and within one-hundred-
eighty-five (185) feet of, each property line of the property. 

D.	 A site plan conforming to the requirements of Section 3-3000 of this Article. 

3-3603.	 Burden on Applicant.  The applicant for a special exception shall bear the burden of 
producing evidence establishing that the special exception satisfies the specific standards. 

3-3604.	 Notice of Hearing on Special Exception.  Special Exception applications shall be submitted 
not less than twenty-eight days prior to a regularly scheduled Board meeting.  Upon 
certification by the Director of Planning and Development that an application for a special 
exception is complete, the Director of Planning and Development shall notify the Board of 
Adjustment which shall hold a public hearing thereon at their next regularly scheduled 
meeting, after giving the notice required by Section 3-3800. 

3-3605.	 Conditions and Restrictions.  The Board of Adjustment may impose such conditions and 
restrictions upon the premises benefitted by a special exception as may be necessary to 
comply with the standards set out in this Article to reduce, minimize, or mitigate the effect of 
such special exception upon other property in the neighborhood, and better to carry out the 
general intent of the Article. Failure to comply with any such conditions and restrictions shall 
constitute a violation of this Article. 

3-3606.	 Decision on Special Exception.  Within thirty (30) days after the public hearing on a request 
for a special exception, the Board of Adjustment shall file its written decision on the requested 
special exception, supported by findings of fact and conclusions with respect to the standards 
in Section 3-3600, with the Director of Planning and Development.  The Director of Planning 
and Development shall mail, by first-class mail, a copy of the decision to the applicant and 
upon each other person who requests in writing to be notified, and he shall also record the 
Board's order in the land records of the County Recorder of Deeds. 

3-3607.	 Duration of Special Exception.  No order of the Board of Adjustment granting a special 
exception shall be valid for a period of longer than one (1) year from the date of such order 
unless special exception construction, change in use, etc. is commenced within such period 
and pursued to completion without unnecessary delay on the part of the person holding the 
title or beneficial interest in the property for which the special exception was granted. 

III-56	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance February 12, 2007 



Div. III - Administration, Enforcement and Review 	 Sects. 3-1000–3-3800 

Section 3-3700. Amendments. 

3-3701.	 Authority.  The City Council may from time to time by ordinance amend, supplement, 
change, modify or repeal the boundaries of the districts or regulations herein or subsequently 
established. 

3-3702.	 Initiation of Amendment.  Amendments may be proposed by the Council, the Planning and 
Zoning Commission or by a person owning or having an interest in property in the City of 
Springfield. If the Council initiates an amendment, its proposal shall be transmitted to the 
Planning and Zoning Commission for the Commission's report and recommendation. 

3-3703.	 Application for Amendment.  Any person owning or having an interest in property or the 
Planning and Zoning Commission may file an application for a text amendment or a change in 
zoning district classification with the Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Commission upon 
such forms as the Commission may specify by rule.  The application for amendment shall 
contain the following information depending on the type of application. 

A.	 For changes in the zoning district classification (rezoning). 

1.	 Applicant's name and address and his interest in the subject property. 

2.	 The owner's name and address, including trustees, and, if different than the 
applicant, the owner's signed consent to the filing of the application and 
authorization for the applicant to act in his behalf. 

3. 	 The street address (or common description) and a copy of the deed of record or 
legal description of the property as prepared by and certified by a land surveyor 
or attorney. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

4.	 The zoning classification and present use of the subject property. 

5.	 A description of the proposed use if any. 

6.	 The names and addresses, provided on legal-size envelopes and on a list, for all 
owner's of property within one-hundred-eight-five (185) feet of the subject 
property (The names and addresses shall be compiled by an abstract company or 
attorney at law). 

7.	 A traffic impact analysis, prepared to standards as established by the Director of 
Public Works. 

8.	 Such additional other information as the Commission may, by rule, require. 

B.	 For text amendments. 

1.	 The name and address of the applicant. 

2.	 The section of the text of the ordinance proposed to be amended. 
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3.	 The wording of the proposed amendment. 

4.	 An identification of any property owned, controlled, or occupied by the applicant 
that would be benefitted by the proposed amendment. 

5.	 An explanation of the extent to which other properties in the city that are subject 
to the regulations proposed to be amended would be affected by the proposed 
amendment. 

3-3704.	 Procedure.  Applications for any change of district boundaries or classifications of property 
as shown on the Zoning Map, and for amendments to the text of this Article, shall be 
submitted to the Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Commission. Each such application 
shall be verified by the applicant attesting to the truth and correctness of all facts and 
information presented with the application.  Applications for amendments initiated by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission or City Council shall be accompanied by a resolution of 
record of either body pertaining to such proposed amendment.  All applications, except those 
initiated by the Planning and Zoning Commission or City Council, shall be filed at least thirty-
one (31) days prior to the public hearing to be held by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
(G.O. 4570) 

3-3705.	 Publication of Notices.  The Planning and Zoning Commission shall hold a public hearing on 
all proposed changes in zoning district classifications or the text of this Article.  Notice of the 
public hearing shall be given in the manner prescribed in Section 3-3800. 

3-3706.	 Recommendations.  Within thirty (30) days after the public hearing, except when the 
applicant requests the amendment be tabled or there is a tie vote by the Commission, the 
Planning and Zoning Commission shall make one of the following recommendations in 
connection with each proposed change in zoning district classification or the text of this 
Article. 

A.	 Recommend against the proposed change in the zoning district classification or the text 
of this Article. 

B.	 Recommend a change in the zoning district classification or the text of this Article. 

C.	 Recommend a change in the zoning district classification together with 
recommendations which, in the judgment of the Planning and Zoning Commission, will 
protect adjacent property and ensure that the proposed amendment is consistent with the 
purpose and intent of this Article. 

3-3707.	 Findings by the Commission. 

A.	 Text Amendments. If the request is for an amendment of the text of this Article, the 
recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission may consider: 

1.	 Whether the proposed text amendment is consistent with the Springfield 
Comprehensive Plan; 
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2.	 Whether the proposed text amendment is consistent with the intent and purpose 
of this Article; 

3.	 The areas of the city that are most likely to be affected by the proposed text 
amendment and the manner in which those areas will be affected; 

4. 	 Whether the proposed text amendment is necessitated by a change in conditions 
in the zoning districts affected and the nature of such changed conditions; 

5.	 Information submitted at the public hearing. 

B.	 Rezonings.  If the application is for a reclassification of property to a different zoning 
district classification on the Zoning Map, the report of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission may consider: 

1.	 Whether the proposed zoning district classification is consistent with the 
Springfield Comprehensive Plan; 

2.	 Whether there are any changed or changing conditions in the area affected that 
make the proposed rezoning necessary; 

3.	 Whether the range of uses in the proposed zoning district classification are 
compatible with the uses permitted on other property in the immediate vicinity; 

4.	 Whether adequate utility and sewer and water facilities exist or can be provided 
to serve the uses that would be permitted on the property if it were rezoned; 

5.	 The impact the uses, which would be permitted if the property were rezoned, will 
have upon the volume of vehicular and pedestrian traffic and traffic safety in the 
vicinity; 

6.	 Whether the proposed rezoning would correct an error in the application of this 
Article as applied to the subject property; 

7.	 Whether a reasonably viable economic use of the subject property will be 
precluded if the proposed rezoning is denied; and 

8.	 Information submitted at the public hearing. 

3-3708. Report of Action Taken. 

A.	 Each such recommendation made by the Planning and Zoning Commission shall be 
reported by the Secretary of such Commission to the City Council and the applicant 
shall be notified of the action of the Planning and Zoning Commission.  The Secretary 
of the Planning and Zoning Commission shall set up and maintain a separate file for 
each application received, and all records and files herein provided shall be permanent 
and official files of the City of Springfield. 
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B.	 The Secretary of the Commission shall not forward the recommendation or 
recommendations of the Commission to the Council as required by paragraph A, above, 
when at the hearing before the Commission the applicant or his representative did not 
appear and present evidence in regard to the applicant's request for a change in zoning 
classification or district boundaries from that shown on the Zoning Map. 

3-3709.	 Notice of Hearing Before City Council.  A public hearing shall be held by the City Council 
before adopting any proposed amendment, supplement or change at which parties in interest 
and citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard.  Notice of such hearing shall be given in 
the manner prescribed by Section 3-3800. 

3-3710.	 Evidentiary Matters Before Council. 

A.	 No person shall present testimony to Council which is substantially and materially 
different from that presented to the Commission at its hearing on the matter, and no 
exhibit will be accepted by Council that has not been presented to the Commission at its 
hearing on the matter.  However, this Subsection is not intended to prevent the 
introduction of new testimony, new exhibits, or other new evidence when there is a 
clear showing, as determined by a majority of Council, that the introduction of such 
evidence before the Commission was not in good faith reasonably possible. 

B.	 Should a person present testimony that is substantially or materially different from that 
presented to the Commission at its hearing on the matter or should an exhibit be offered 
that has not been presented to the Commission at its hearing on the matter, subject to 
the exception contained in Subsection 3-3710.A, any person on the opposing side of the 
matter before Council may claim prejudice from such presentation or offering, and 
Council shall upon such a claim have sole discretion to determine whether the person 
claiming prejudice has in fact been prejudiced from such presentation or offering. 
Upon a determination that prejudice exists, Council shall refer the matter back to the 
Commission for a new notice and hearing. 

3-3711.	 Action of City Council. 

A. 	 When the Planning and Zoning Commission has recommended a change in the zoning 
district classification or the text of this Article together with recommendations for 
additional requirements pursuant to Subsection 3-3706.C, the City Council shall have 
discretion to either accept, reject or make other or additional requirements.  Any such 
requirements shall become a part of the ordinance changing the zoning classification of 
such property.  Such requirements shall be considered as an amendment to this Article 
insofar as it is applicable to such property.  Such requirements shall not be considered 
conditions precedent to granting of the change in zoning or the granting of building 
permits on such property, but shall be construed as conditions precedent to the granting 
of a certificate of occupancy, and there shall be compliance with such requirements 
before a certificate of occupancy may be issued by the Director of Building 
Development Services for the use or occupancy of the building, land, or structure on 
such property. 
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B.	 The City Council shall not consider any zoning district classification other than the one 
requested by the applicant or the one which the report of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission shows was considered by the Commission.  If an applicant files a written 
request with the City Clerk, prior to final action by Council on his original application, 
requesting leave to amend his application so as to request a different zoning district 
classification, such leave shall be granted, but the application shall then be returned to 
the Planning and Zoning Commission for a new notice and public hearing, report, 
findings and conclusions by the Commission.  Thereafter, the City Council shall hold a 
new hearing on the amended application after giving the notice required by Section 
3-3800. No such amended application shall be considered by the Commission until the 
applicant has paid the fees for an amended application set out in Section 3-1400. 

3-3712.	 Two-Thirds Majority Necessary When Protest.  In case of a protest against such change, 
duly signed and acknowledged by the owners of thirty (30) percent or more, either of the area 
of the land (exclusive of streets and alleys) included in such proposed change or within an area 
determined by line drawn parallel to and one-hundred-eighty-five (185) feet distance from the 
boundaries of the district proposed to be changed, such amendments shall not become 
effective except by the favorable vote of two-thirds (2/3) of all the members of City Council. 
The provisions of this Subsection apply to the adoption of, additions to, changes or 
modifications of the Official Zoning Map, whether such changes are initiated by the City 
Council, the Planning and Zoning Commission or by petition. (G.O. 4681) 

3-3713.	 Limitation on Applications for Rezoning.  No application for rezoning of any tract, lot or 
parcel of land within the City of Springfield other than an application initiated by the City 
Council or the Planning and Zoning Commission as set forth in Subsection 3-3702, shall be 
filed or allowed prior to the expiration of six (6) months from the time that the City Council 
shall have finally acted on any application for rezoning of all or any part of the same lot, tract 
or parcel of ground, unless the application previously acted upon was initiated by the City 
Council or the Planning and Zoning Commission, or, during said six (6) months interval, 
property adjoining or abutting the lot, tract or parcel of land or within one-hundred-eighty-five 
(185) feet of the lot, tract or parcel of land shall have been rezoned by the City Council.  
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Section 3-3800. Publication and Posting of Notices. 

3-3801.	 Board of Adjustment.  Prior to holding a public hearing on any appeal or application for a 
variance or a special exception, the Board shall give written notice of the hearing by the 
following means: (G.O. 4828, 9/8/98) 

A.	 Notice of the hearing shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing in 
conspicuous places on or in the immediate vicinity of the property which is the subject 
of the application. One (1) sign shall be posted for each one hundred fifty (150) feet of 
street frontage, or part thereof up to a maximum of three (3) signs, provided at least one 
(1) sign is posted on each frontage of the subject property. Further provided, for 
rezoning applications involving more than one (1) block, one (1) sign is required for 
each street bounding or contained within the area to be rezoned.  Additional signs may 
be posted at the discretion of the Secretary of the Commission; and 

B.	 Notice of the hearing shall be sent by first-class mail at least ten (10) days prior to the 
hearing to the record owners of all property affected thereby and within one hundred 
eighty-five (185) feet of the property which is the subject of the application. (G.O. 
4828) 

3-3802.	 Planning and Zoning Commission. 

A.	 Rezonings and Conditional Uses.  Prior to holding a public hearing on any application 
for a conditional use permit or rezoning, the Secretary of the Commission shall give 
notice of the public hearing by the following means: (G.O. 4828, 9/8/98) 

1.	 Notice of the hearing shall be published in an official newspaper or a newspaper 
of general circulation in the City of Springfield at least fifteen (15) days prior to 
the hearing. 

2.	 Notice of the hearing shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing in 
conspicuous places on or in the immediate vicinity of the property which is the 
subject of the application. One (1) sign shall be posted for each one hundred 
fifty (150) feet of street frontage, or part thereof, up to a maximum of three (3) 
signs, provided at least one (1) sign is posted on each frontage of the subject 
property.  Further provided, for rezoning applications involving more than one 
(1) block, one (1) sign is required for each street bounding or contained within 
the area to be rezoned. Additional signs may be posted at the discretion of the 
Secretary of the Commission. 

3.	 Notice of the hearing shall be sent by first-class mail, at least ten (10) days prior 
to the hearing, to the record owners of all property affected thereby and within 
one-hundred-eighty-five (185) feet of the property which is the subject of the 
application. 

B.	 Amendments to the Text of the Article.  Prior to holding a public hearing on any 
proposed amendment to the text of the Zoning Ordinance, the Secretary of the 
Commission shall give written notice of the public hearing by publishing a notice 
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thereof in an official newspaper or a newspaper of general circulation in the City of 
Springfield at least fifteen (15) days prior to the public hearing. 

3-3803.	 City Council.  Prior to holding a public hearing on any rezoning or request to amend the text 
of the zoning ordinance, the Council shall give written notice thereof in the same manner as is 
required for notices of public hearings before the Planning and Zoning Commission by 
Subsection 3-3802. 

3-3804.	 Establishment of Urban Conservation Districts.  Written notice of a public hearing on the 
proposed adoption of a resolution with respect to the creation of an Urban Conservation 
District shall be published at least fifteen (15) days prior thereto in an official newspaper or a 
newspaper of general circulation in the city. 

3-3805.	 Landmarks Board.  Written notice of any public hearing before the Landmarks Board with 
respect to the establishment, modification, or elimination of any Historic District or 
Landmark, shall be given by the following means:  (G.O. 4592) (G.O. 4828, 9/8/98) 

A.	 Notice of the hearing shall be posted at least ten (10) days prior to the hearing in 
conspicuous places on or in the immediate vicinity of the property which is the subject 
of the application. One (1) sign shall be posted for each one hundred fifty (150) feet of 
street frontage, or part thereof up to a maximum of three (3) signs, provided at least one 
(1) sign is posted on each frontage of the subject property.  Further provided, for 
rezoning applications involving more than one (1) block, one (1) sign is required for 
each street bounding or contained within the area to be rezoned. Additional signs may 
be posted at the discretion of the Secretary of the Commission; and 

B.	 Notice of the hearing shall be sent by first-class mail at least ten (10) days prior to the 
hearing to the record owners of all property affected thereby, and within one-hundred-
eighty-five (185) feet of the property which is the subject of the application. (G.O. 
4570) (G.O. 4592) 

3-3806.	 Content of Notices.  All written notices required by this Section to be published or mailed 
shall contain all of the following information. (G.O. 4828, 9/8/98) 

A.	 The name of the applicant as it appears on the application. 

B.	 The name of the owner, if different from the applicant, as it appears on the application. 
If there are multiple owners, only three names shall be listed, and a complete list of 
property owners shall be available in the office of Zoning and Subdivisions. 

C.	 A street address or common description of the property involved. 

D.	 A concise and accurate description of the nature of the request. 

E.	 The date, time and place of the public hearing. 

F.	 The place at which further information with respect to the request can be examined or 
copies thereof secured. 
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In addition to the above, all written notices that are published shall include a legal description 
of the property involved. 

3-3807.	 Size and Content of Posted Notices.  Whenever written notice is required to be posted by 
Subsections 3-3801, 3-3802 or 3-3803, such notice shall be at least thirty (30) inches in height 
and twenty-four (24)  inches in width and shall contain in letters large enough to be readable 
from a distance of fifty (50) feet the words PUBLIC HEARING and in addition the date, time, 
and place of the public hearing, and a telephone number where additional information can be 
secured. (G.O. 4828, 9/8/98) 

3-3808	 Substantial Compliance.  Requirements with respect  to published, mailed and posted notices 
of hearing, are construed as directory and not mandatory, and any omission or failure to 
comply with such requirements shall not invalidate an ordinance or act of the City of 
Springfield. (G.O. 4828, 9/8/98) 
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Subdivision 1 - Residential Districts


Section 4-1000. R-SF - Single-Family Residential District. 

4-1001.	 Purpose.  This district is intended primarily for single-family-detached dwellings at low 
residential densities of approximately seven (7) units per acre. Certain other structures 
and uses necessary to serve governmental, educational, religious, recreational and other 
needs of neighborhood areas are allowed as permitted or conditional uses subject to 
restrictions intended to preserve and protect the single-family residential character of the 
district. Internal stability, harmony, attractiveness, order and efficiency are encouraged 
by providing for adequate light, air and open space for dwellings and related facilities and 
by consideration of the proper functional relationship and arrangement of the different 
uses permitted in this district. 

4-1002.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Single-family-detached dwellings. 

B.	 Single-family-semi-detached dwellings, in accordance with Section 3-3100, Cluster 
Subdivisions. 

C.	 Accessory apartments in owner-occupied-single-family-detached dwellings, in 
accordance with Section 5-2400. 

D.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

E.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday Schools, but 
excluding emergency shelters and temporary outdoor revivals. (G.O. 4852) (G.O. 5471, 
06/27/05) 

F.	 Duplex dwellings legally conforming at the time the district is mapped.  As a conforming 
use, a duplex dwelling can be expanded or, if destroyed, replaced with another duplex 
within eighteen (18) months of being destroyed. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

G.	 Day care homes, in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. (G.O. 
4570) 

H.	 Group homes, residential, in accordance with Section 5-2500. 

I.	 Home occupation uses, as permitted by Section 5-1100. 
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J.	 Police and fire stations. 

K.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds, and golf courses, excluding miniature golf courses 
and driving ranges. 

L.	 Schools, elementary and secondary, and schools or development centers for elementary-
and secondary-school-age children with handicaps or development disabilities, on a 
minimum of five (5) acres of land. 

M.	 Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

N.	 Zero-lot-line construction, in accordance with Section 3-3200. 

O.	 Noncommercial, not-for-profit residential neighborhood facilities, including indoor and 
outdoor recreational facilities, community centers, offices of property owners 
associations and maintenance facilities operated by a neighborhood or community 
organization or a property owners association in accordance with the provisions of 
Subsection 5-2700. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

P.	 Transitional housing for single family use. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

Q.	 Tier I and II wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O. 5094, 7/9/2001) 

4-1003.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

A.	 Adaptive use of non-residential structures in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.4. 

B.	 Bed and breakfasts in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.3. 

C.	 Cemeteries on a minimum of ten (10) acres of land. 

D.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday schools, but 
excluding emergency shelters and temporary outdoor revivals, unless allowed as a 
permitted use by Subsection 4-1002, on a minimum of two (2) acres of land, to provide 
sufficient land area for off-street parking, bufferyards and proper site design to lessen 
impact on adjoining residential neighborhoods.  Churches and other places of worship on 
less than two (2) acres of land at the time the district is mapped shall be considered 
conforming uses. (G.O.5127,10/29/01) 

E.	 Clubhouses associated with any permitted use. 

F.	 Public museums and libraries on a minimum of two (2) acres of land. 
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R-SF 
G.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follows 

1.	 Other towers and related facilities existing at the time the district is mapped, 
provided any modifications are made in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1; and 
(G.O. 5094, 7/9/2001) 

2.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

H.	 Nurseries and truck gardens in relatively undeveloped sections of the City, limited to the 
propagation and cultivation of plants, provided no retail or wholesale business is 
conducted on the premises. (G.O. 4570) 

4-1004. Use Limitations. 

A.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 6-1500. 

B.	 No use shall emit an odor than creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article X, 
Springfield City Code. 

4-1005. Lot Size Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum lot area:  Six-thousand (6,000) square feet. 

B.	 Minimum lot width:  Fifty (50) feet. 

C. Minimum lot depth: Eighty (80) feet. 

4-1006. Bulk and Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Maximum structure height: 

1.	 When side yards are less than fifteen (15) feet in width:  Thirty-five (35) feet or two-
and-one-half (2-1/2) stories above the finished grade. 

2.	 When side yards are fifteen (15) feet in width or greater:  Forty-five (45) feet or 
three (3) stories above the finished grade. 

B.	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by Subsection 
4-1009: 

1. Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 
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2.	 Side yard:  Five (5) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

3.	 Rear yard:  Twenty (20) percent of the lot depth, but may not be less than ten (10) 
feet nor shall more than twenty-five (25) feet be required. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B. and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004). 

Street 
Classification    Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local 

Residential Local	 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road	 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

20 feet plus the required yard setback Residential Connector

C.	 Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings):  Forty (40) percent. 

D.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than thirty (30) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking areas, driveways and internal streets. Open space shall 
contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

E.	 Maximum Impervious Area:  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking areas, driveways and any other surfaces which reduce and 
prevent absorption of storm water shall not exceed seventy (70) percent of the total lot 
area unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

4-1007.	 Density Requirements.  The maximum density shall be six-thousand (6,000) square feet per 
dwelling unit provided the requirements of Subsection 1-1322 are met. 
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R-SF


4-1008.	 Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000 shall be submitted and approved 
for all uses except single-family-detached dwellings. 

B.	 A plot plan meeting the requirements of Subsection 3-1103 shall be submitted and 
approved for all single-family-detached dwellings. 

C.	 A landscaping plan meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved for all uses except single-family-detached dwellings. 

D.	 All off-street parking lots and vehicular use areas for permitted non-residential uses shall 
be screened from all residential uses in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Refuse storage areas for permitted non-residential uses shall be screened from view in 
accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Required front yards shall be landscaped with grass, ground cover, plants, shrubs or trees. 
Decorative landscaping materials such as rock, bark and mulch are also permitted. 
Impervious surfaces in required front yards shall be minimized and shall be limited to 
driveways leading to off-street parking areas located outside the required front yard and 
walkways necessary for access to structures on the property.  Circular drives are 
permitted if sufficient frontage is available and if approved by the Traffic Engineer. 

G.	 Storage of maintenance or other equipment incidental to any permitted or conditional use 
except a single-family-detached dwelling shall be screened from view in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 6-1000. 

H.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

I.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-1009.	 Bufferyard Requirements.  Whenever any non-residential development in an R-SF district is 
located adjacent to a residential use in the R-SF district or a different zoning district, screening 
and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 
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Section 4-1100. R-TH - Residential Townhouse District. 

4-1101.	 Purpose.  This district is intended to accommodate a variety of housing types, including 
single-family-detached, single-family-semi-detached, duplex and townhouse dwellings, at low 
to moderate residential densities (approximately eleven (11) units per acre). This district is 
also intended to function as a transition between the less intense single-family district and 
more intense multi-family districts. Certain other structures and uses necessary to serve 
governmental, educational, religious, recreational and other needs of neighborhoods are 
allowed as permitted or conditional uses subject to restrictions intended to preserve and protect 
the residential character of the district. 

4-1102.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Single-family-detached dwellings. 

B.	 Single-family-semi-detached dwellings, such as patio-court homes and twin houses. 

C.	 Duplexes. 

D.	 Townhouses. 

E.	 Accessory apartments in owner-occupied-single-family-detached dwellings, in 
accordance with Section 5-2400. 

F.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

G.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday Schools, but 
excluding emergency shelters and temporary outdoor revivals. (G.O. 5471, 06/27/05) 

H.	 Cluster subdivisions, in accordance with Section 3-3100. 

I.	 Day care homes, in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. (G.O. 
4570) 

J.	 Group homes, residential, in accordance with Section 5-2500. 

K.	 Home occupation uses, as permitted by Section 5-1100. 

L.	 Police and fire stations. 

M.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds and golf courses, excluding miniature golf courses 
and driving ranges. 

N.	 Schools, elementary and secondary, and schools or development centers for elementary-
and secondary-school-age children with handicaps or development disabilities, on a 
minimum of five (5) acres of land. 
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O.	 Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

P.	 Zero-lot-line construction, in accordance with Section 3-3200. 

Q.	 Noncommercial, not-for-profit residential neighborhood facilities, including indoor and 
outdoor recreational facilities, community centers, offices of property owners 
associations and maintenance facilities operated by a neighborhood or community 
organization or a property owners association in accordance with the provisions of 
Subsection 5-2700. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

R.	 Transitional housing for single family or low to moderate residential density. (G.O. 4763, 
12/15/97) 

S.	 Tier I and II wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O. 5094, 7/9/2001) 

4-1103.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

A.	 Adaptive use of non-residential structures in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.5. 

B.	 Bed and breakfasts in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.3. 

C.	 Cemeteries on a minimum of ten (10) acres of land. 

D.	 Clubhouses associated with any permitted use. 

E.	 Public museums and libraries on a minimum of two (2) acres of land. 

F.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follows: 

1. 	 Other towers and related facilities existing at the time the district is mapped, 
provided any modifications are made in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1; and 
(G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

2.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

G.	 Nurseries and truck gardens in relatively undeveloped sections of the City, limited to the 
propagation and cultivation of plants, provided no retail or wholesale business is 
conducted on the premises. (G.O. 4570) 
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R-TH


4-1104. Use Limitations. 

A.	 There shall be a separate platted lot of record for each single-family-semi-detached or 
townhouse dwelling unit. 

B.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 6-1500. 

C.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article X, 
Springfield City Code. 

4-1105. Lot Size Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum lot area: 

1.	 Single-family-detached dwellings and residential group homes:  Five-thousand 
(5,000) square feet. 

2.	 Duplexes: Seven-thousand-five-hundred (7,500) square feet. 

3.	 Each single-family-semi-detached dwelling on a separate platted lot: 
Three-thousand-seven-hundred-fifty (3,750) square feet. 

4.	 Each townhouse on a separate platted lot: 

a. End lots: Four-thousand (4,000) square feet. 
b. Interior lots: Three-thousand (3,000) square feet. 

5. All other uses: Seven-thousand-five-hundred (7,500) square feet. 

B.	 Minimum lot width: 

1.	 Single-family-detached and duplex dwellings and residential group homes: 
Forty-five (45) feet. 

2.	 Townhouses: 

a. End lots: Forty (40) feet. 
b. Interior lots with driveway in front yard:  Thirty (30) feet. 
c. Interior lots without driveway in front yard:  Twenty-four (24) feet. 

3.	 Single-family-semi-detached dwelling units:  Thirty (30) feet. 

4.	 All other uses: Forty-five (45) feet. 

C.	 Minimum lot depth: Eighty (80) feet. 
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4-1106. Bulk and Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Maximum structure height: 

1.	 When side yards are less than fifteen (15) feet in width:  Thirty-five (35) feet or two-
and-one-half (2-1/2) stories above the finished grade. 

2.	 When side yards are fifteen (15) feet in width or greater:  Forty-five (45) feet or 
three (3) stories above the finished grade. 

B. 	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by Subsection 
4-1209): 

1.	 Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

2.	 Side yards: (G.O. 5345, 1/26/2004) 

(a) 	Townhouses: Six (6) feet or as required by Section 5-1300, provided that no 
side yard is required for a townhouse or attached single-family dwelling when 
a common wall is located on the lot line. 

(b) All other uses: Five (5) feet. 

3.	 Rear yard:  Twenty (20) percent of the lot depth but may not be less than ten (10) 
feet nor will more than twenty-five (25) feet be required. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street       
Classification         Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local 

Residential Local 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road 

Residential Connector
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20 feet plus the required yard setback 

20 feet plus the required yard setback 

C.	 Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings):  Fifty (50) percent. 

D.	 Minimum Open Space:  Not less than twenty (20) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking areas, driveways and internal streets.  Open space shall 
contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

E.	 Maximum Impervious Area:  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking areas, driveways and any other surfaces which reduce and 
prevent absorption of storm water shall not exceed eighty (80) percent of the total lot area 
unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

4-1107. Density Requirements. 

The maximum density shall be three-thousand-seven-hundred-fifty (3,750) square feet per 
dwelling unit provided the requirements of Subsection 1-1322 are met. 

4-1108. Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000 shall be submitted and approved 
for three or more townhouse dwelling units and all non-residential uses. 

B.	 A plot plan meeting the requirements of Subsection 3-1103 shall be submitted and 
approved for all single-family-detached, duplex and single-family-semi-detached 
dwellings. 

C.	 A landscaping plan meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved for structures containing three or more townhouse dwelling 
units. 

D.	 Storage of maintenance or other equipment incidental to any permitted or conditional use 
except a single-family-detached, duplex and single-family-semi-detached dwellings shall 
be screened from view in accordance with the provisions of Section 6-1000. 

E.	 The maximum length of any cluster of townhouse dwelling units shall not exceed six (6) 
units, or two-hundred (200) linear feet. 

F.	 Buildings shall be designed to prevent the appearance of straight, unbroken lines in their 
horizontal and vertical surface. There shall be no more than two (2) continuous 
townhouse dwelling units without break in the horizontal and vertical elevations of at 
least three (3) feet. 
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G.	 All off-street parking lots for permitted non-residential uses shall be screened from all 
residential uses in accordance with the provisions of Section 6-1000. 

H.	 Refuse storage areas for permitted non-residential uses shall be screened from view in 
accordance with Section 6-1000. 

I.	 Required front yards shall be landscaped with grass, ground cover, plants, shrubs or trees. 
Decorative landscaping materials such as rock, bark and mulch are also permitted. 
Impervious surfaces in required front yards shall be minimized and shall be limited to 
driveways leading to off-street parking areas located outside the required front yard and 
walkways necessary for access to structures on the property. Circular drives are permitted 
if sufficient frontage is available and if approved by the Traffic Engineer. 

J.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

K.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-1109.	 Bufferyard Requirements.  Whenever any development in an R-TH district is located 
adjacent to a different zoning district or a non-residential use in the R-TH district is located 
adjacent to a residential use in the R-TH district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided 
in accordance with Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

Section 4-1200. R-LD - Low-Density Multi-Family Residential District. 

4-1201.	 Purpose.  The R-LD district is intended to accommodate multi-family developments at 
densities up to approximately eighteen (18) units per acre and is intended to serve as a 
transition between lower density and higher density residential districts. This district is 
intended for areas that have access for vehicular traffic from collector or higher classification 
streets without traversing minor streets in adjoining residential neighborhoods. New single-
family dwellings are no1t permitted to ensure that vacant land set aside for multi-family 
development is not preempted by less intense development. Certain other structures and uses 
necessary to serve governmental, educational, religious, recreational and other needs of 
neighborhoods are allowed as permitted or conditional uses subject to restrictions intended to 
preserve and protect the residential character of this district. 

4-1202.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Single-family-detached dwellings in accordance with Section 5-2900. (G.O. 5345, 
1/26/2004) 

B.	 Duplexes. 

C.	 Single-family-semi-detached dwellings, such as patio court homes and twin homes. 
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D.	 Multi-family dwellings. 

E.	 Townhouses. 

F.	 Accessory apartments in owner-occupied-single-family-detached dwellings, in 
accordance with Section 5-2400. 

G.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

H.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday schools, but 
excluding emergency shelters and temporary outdoor revivals. (G.O. 4519) (G.O. 5471, 
06/27/05) 

I.	 Clubhouses associated with any permitted use. 

J.	 Day care homes in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. (G.O. 
4570)(G.O.5127, 10/29/01) (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

K.	 Group homes, custodial. 

L.	 Home occupation uses, as permitted by Section 5-1100. 

M.	 Police and fire stations. 

N.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds, and golf courses, excluding miniature golf courses 
and driving ranges. 

O.	 Schools, elementary and secondary, and schools or development centers for elementary-
and secondary-school-age children with handicaps or development disabilities, on a 
minimum of five (5) acres of land. 

P.	 Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

Q.	 Zero-lot-line construction, in accordance with Section 3-3200. 

R.	 Noncommercial, not-for-profit residential neighborhood facilities, including indoor and 
outdoor recreational facilities, community centers, offices of property owners 
associations and maintenance facilities operated by a neighborhood or community 
organization or a property owners association in accordance with the provisions of 
Subsection 5-2700. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

S.	 Transitional housing for multifamily use or for single family use if existing at the time 
the district was mapped. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 
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R-LD


T.	 Tier I and II wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O. 5094, 7/9/2001) 

4-1203.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 
3-3300 of this Article. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

A.	 Adaptive use of non-residential structures in accordance with Subsection
 3-3310.B.5. 

B.	 Bed and breakfasts in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.3. 

C.	 Cemeteries on a minimum of ten (10) acres of land. 

D.	 Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

E.	 Public museums and libraries on a minimum of two (2) acres of land. 

F.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600, provided wireless 
towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation of at least one (1) 
additional provider’s facilities; and 

2.	 Other towers and related facilities existing at the time the district is mapped, 
provided any modifications are made in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1; and 

3.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

G.	 Nurseries and truck gardens in relatively undeveloped sections of the City, limited to the 
propagation and cultivation of plants, provided no retail or wholesale business is 
conducted on the premises. (G.O. 4570) 

4-1204.	 Use Limitations. 

A.	 Single-family-detached dwellings are not permitted unless they exist at the time the 
district is mapped. (G.O. 4570) 

B.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 6-1500. 

C.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article X, 
Springfield City Code. 
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4-1205. Lot Size Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum lot area: 

1.	 Each townhouse on a separate platted lot: Two-thousand-four-hundred (2,400) 
square feet. 

2.	 Existing single-family-detached dwellings:  Five-thousand (5,000) square feet. 

3.	 Duplexes: Seven-thousand-five-hundred (7,500) square feet. (G.O. 4570) 

4.	 Single-family-semi-detached dwellings:  Three-thousand-seven-hundred-fifty 
(3,750) square feet. (G.O. 4570) 

5.	 All other uses: Eight-thousand-two-hundred-fifth (8,250) square feet. 

B.	 Minimum lot width: 

1.	 Each townhouse on a separate platted lot. 

(a) End lots: Thirty (30) feet. 
(b) Interior lots with driveway in front yard:  Twenty-six (26) feet. 
(c) Interior lots without driveway in front yard:  Twenty (20) feet. 

2.	 Single-family-semi-detached dwelling units:  Thirty (30) feet. (G.O. 4570) 

3.	 All other uses: Forty-five (45) feet. 

C.	 Minimum lot depth. 

1.	 Each townhouse on a separate platted lot: Seventy-five (75) feet. 

2. All other uses: Eighty (80) feet. 

4-1206. Bulk and Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Maximum structure height. 

1.	 When side yards are less than fifteen (15) feet in width:  Thirty-five (35) feet or two-
and-one-half (2-1/2) stories above the finished grade. 

2.	 When side yards are fifteen (15) feet in width or greater:  Forty-five (45) feet or 
three (3) stories above the finished grade. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio:  0.8. 
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R-LD


C.	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by Subsection 
4-1309): 

1.	 Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

2.	 Side yards:  Six (6) feet or as required by Section 5-1300, provided that no side yard 
is required for any building that has a common wall on a lot line. 

3.	 Rear yard:  Twenty (20) percent of the lot depth but may not be less than ten (10) 
feet nor will more than twenty-five (25) feet be required. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by Subsec-
tion 1-1317.B. and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street       
Classification         Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local 

Residential Local	 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Connector 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D.	 Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings):  Forty (40) percent. 

E.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than twenty (20) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking areas, driveways and internal streets.  Open space shall 
contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

F.	 Maximum impervious area:  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking areas, driveways and any other surfaces which reduce and 
prevent absorption of storm water shall not exceed eighty (80) percent of the total lot area 
unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 
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G. The minimum distance between any two unattached principal buildings shall be thirty 
(30) feet. Whenever two principal structures are arranged face to face or back to back, the 
minimum distance shall be fifty (50) feet.  The point of measurement shall be the exterior 
walls of the buildings and does not include balconies, railings or other architectural 
features. 

4-1207. Maximum Density Requirements. 

The maximum density shall be two-thousand-four-hundred-fifty (2,450) square feet per 
dwelling unit provided the requirements of Subsection 1-1322 are met. 

4-1208. Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-1000 shall be submitted and approved 
for all uses except improvements to duplex and single-family-semi-detached dwellings 
and existing single-family-detached dwellings. (G.O. 4570) 

B.	 A plot plan meeting the requirements of Subsection 3-1103 shall be submitted and 
approved for improvements to all duplex and single-family-semi-detached dwellings and 
existing single-family-detached dwellings. (G.O. 4570) 

C.	 A landscaping plan meeting the requirements of Sections 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved for all uses except improvements to duplex and single-family
semi-detached dwellings and existing single-family-detached dwellings. (G.O. 4570) 

D.	 Off-street parking lots and vehicular use areas for permitted non-residential uses shall be 
screened from all residential uses in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Storage of maintenance or other equipment incidental to any permitted or conditional use 
except for duplex and single-family-semi-detached and existing single-family-detached 
dwellings shall be screened from view in accordance with the provisions of Section 
6-1000. (G.O. 4570) 

F.	 The maximum length of any cluster of townhouse dwelling units shall not exceed 
two-hundred-forty (240) linear feet. 

G.	 Buildings shall be designed to prevent the appearance of straight, unbroken lines in their 
horizontal and vertical surface. There shall be no more than two (2) continuous 
townhouse dwelling units without a break in the horizontal and vertical elevations of at 
least three (3) feet. 

H.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential area and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 

I.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 
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J.	 Required front yards shall be landscaped with grass, ground cover, plants, shrubs or trees. 
Decorative landscaping materials such as rock, bark and mulch are also  permitted. 
Impervious surfaces in required front yards shall be minimized and shall be limited to 
driveways leading to off-street parking areas located outside the required front yard and 
walkways necessary for access to structures on the property. Circular drives are permitted 
if sufficient frontage is available and if approved by the Traffic Engineer. 

K.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

L.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-1209.	 Bufferyard Requirements. 

Whenever any development in an R-LD district is located adjacent to another zoning district 
or a non-residential use in an R-LD district is located adjacent to a residential use in an R-LD 
district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with Sections 6-1000 and 
6-1200. 

Section 4-1300. R-MD - Medium-Density Multi-Family Residential District. 

4-1301.	 Purpose.  The R-MD district is intended to accommodate multi-family developments at 
densities up to approximately twenty-nine (29) units per acre, and would accommodate typical 
garden apartment development. This district is intended to serve as a transition between major 
streets or commercial areas and lower density residential areas. This district is intended for 
areas that have access for vehicular traffic from collector or higher classification streets 
without traversing minor streets in adjoining residential neighborhoods. New single-family 
dwellings are not permitted to ensure that vacant land set aside for multi-family development 
is not preempted by less intense development. Certain other structures and uses necessary to 
serve governmental, educational, religious, recreational and  other needs of neighborhoods are 
allowed as permitted or conditional uses subject to restrictions intended to preserve and protect 
the residential character of this district. 

4-1302.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Multi-family dwellings. 

B.	 Townhouses. 

C.	 Single-family-detached dwellings in accordance with Section 5-2900 (G.O. 5345, 
1/26/2004) 

D.	 Duplex and single-family-semi-detached dwellings existing at the time the district is 
mapped. As a conforming use, duplex and single-family-semi-detached dwellings can be 
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expanded or, if destroyed, replaced with another dwelling of the same type within 
eighteen (18) months of being destroyed. (G.O. 5345, 1/26/2004) 

E.	 Accessory apartments in owner-occupied-single-family-detached dwellings, in 
accordance with Section 5-2400. 

F.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

G.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday schools, but 
excluding emergency shelters and temporary outdoor revivals. (G.O. 4519) (G.O. 5471, 
06/27/05) 

H.	 Clubhouses associated with any permitted use. 

I.	 Day care homes in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. (G.O. 
4570) (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

J.	 Group homes, custodial. 

K.	 Home occupation uses, as permitted by Section 5-1100. 

L.	 Police and fire stations. 

M.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds, and golf courses, excluding miniature golf courses 
and driving ranges. 

N.	 Schools, elementary and secondary, and schools or development centers for elementary-
and secondary-school-age children with handicaps or development disabilities, on a 
minimum of five (5) acres of land. 

O.	 Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

P.	 Zero-lot-line construction, in accordance with Section 3-3200. 

Q.	 Noncommercial, not-for-profit residential neighborhood facilities, including indoor and 
outdoor recreational facilities, community centers, offices of property owners 
associations and maintenance facilities operated by a neighborhood or community 
organization or a property owners association in accordance with the provisions of 
Subsection 5-2700. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

R.	 Transitional housing for multifamily use. (G.O.4763, 12-15-97) 

S.	 Tier I and II wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 
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R-MD


4-1303.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

A.	 Adoptive use of non-residential structures in accordance with Subsection 
3-3310.B.5. 

B.	 Bed and breakfasts in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.3. 

C.	 Boarding, rooming and lodging houses. 

D.	 Cemeteries on a minimum of ten (10) acres of land. 

E.	 Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

F.	 Nursing and retirement homes. 

G.	 Public museums and libraries on a minimum of two (2) acres of land. 

H.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600, provided wireless 
towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation of at least one (1) 
additional provider’s facilities; and 

2.	 Other towers and related facilities existing at the time the district is mapped, 
provided any modifications are made in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1; 
and 

3.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

I.	 Transitional Service Shelters. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

J. Orphanages. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

4-1304. Use Limitations. 

A.	 Single-family-detached, duplex and single-family-semi-detached dwellings are not 
permitted unless they exist at the time the district is mapped. 

B.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 6-1500. 

C.	 No use shall emit an odor than creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article X, 
Springfield City Code. 

February 12, 2007	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance IV-19 



Div. IV - District Regulations	 Sects. 4-1000–4-4400 

4-1305. Lot Size Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum lot area: 

1.	 Each townhouse on a separate platted lot: Two-thousand (2,000) square feet. 

2.	 Existing single-family-detached dwellings:  Five-thousand (5,000) square feet. 

3.	 Existing duplexes: Seven-thousand-five-hundred (7,500) square feet. 

4.	 Existing single-family-semi-detached dwellings:  Three-thousand-seven-hundred
fifty (3,750) square feet. 

5.	 All other uses: Fifteen-thousand (15,000) square feet. 

B.	 Minimum lot width: 

1.	 Each townhouse on a separate platted lot. 

(a) End lots: Thirty (30) feet. 
(b) Interior lots with driveway in front yard:  Twenty-six (26) feet. 
(c) Interior lots without driveway in front yard:  Twenty (20) feet. 

2.	 Existing single-family-semi-detached dwelling units:  Thirty (30) feet. 

3.	 All other uses: Forty-five (45) feet. 

C.	 Minimum lot depth. 

1.	 Each townhouse on a separate platted lot: Seventy-five (75) feet. 

2. All other uses: One-hundred (100) feet. 

4-1306. Bulk and Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Maximum structure height. 

1.	 Thirty-five (35) feet plus one (1) additional foot for each additional two (2) feet of 
setback provided on each side of the structure up to seventh-five (75) feet. Above 
seventy-five (75) feet, no additional setback is required. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio:  1.2. 
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R-MD


C.	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by 
Subsection 4-1309): 

1.	 Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

2.	 Side yards:  Six (6) feet or as required by Section 5-1300, provided that no side yard 
is required for any building that has a common wall on a lot line. 

3.	 Rear yard:  Twenty (20) percent of the lot depth but may not be less than ten (10) 
feet nor will more than twenty-five (25) feet be required. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B. and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street       
Classification         Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local 

Residential Local	 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Connector 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D.	 Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings):  Forty (40) percent. 

E.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than twenty (20) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking areas, driveways and internal streets.  Open space shall 
contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

F.	 Maximum impervious area:  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking areas, driveways and any other surfaces which reduce and 
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prevent absorption of storm water shall not exceed eighty (80) percent of the total lot area 
unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

G. The minimum distance between any two unattached principal buildings shall be thirty 
(30) feet.Whenever two principal structures are arranged face to face or back to back, the 
minimum distance shall be fifty (50) feet. The point of measurement shall be the exterior 
walls of the buildings and does not include balconies, railings or other architectural 
features. 

4-1307. Maximum Density Requirements. 

The maximum density shall be one-thousand-five-hundred (1,500) square feet per dwelling 
unit provided the requirements of Subsection 1-1322 are met. 

4-1308. Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-1000 shall be submitted and approved 
for all uses except improvements to existing single-family-detached, duplex and 
single-family-semi-detached dwellings. 

B.	 A plot plan meeting the requirements of Subsection 3-1103 shall be submitted and 
approved for improvements to all existing single-family-detached, duplex and 
single-family-semi-detached dwellings. 

C.	 A landscaping plan meeting the requirements of Sections 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved for all uses except improvements to existing single-family
detached, duplex and single-family-semi-detached dwellings. 

D.	 Off-street parking lots and vehicular use areas for permitted non-residential uses shall be 
screened from all residential uses in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Storage of maintenance or other equipment incidental to any permitted or conditional use 
except for existing single-family-detached, duplex and single-family-semi-detached 
dwellings shall be screened from view in accordance with the provisions of Section 
6-1000. 

F.	 The maximum length of any cluster of townhouse dwelling units shall not exceed 
two-hundred-forty (240) linear feet. 

G.	 Buildings shall be designed to prevent the appearance of straight, unbroken lines in their 
horizontal and vertical surface. There shall be no more than two (2) continuous 
townhouse dwelling units without a break in the horizontal and vertical elevations of at 
least three (3) feet. 

H.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential area and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 
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I.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

J.	 Required front yards shall be landscaped with grass, ground cover, plants, shrubs or trees. 
Decorative landscaping materials such as rock, bark and mulch are also permitted. 
Impervious surfaces in required front yards shall be minimized and shall be limited to 
driveways leading to off-street parking areas located outside the required front yard and 
walkways necessary for access to structures on the property.  Circular drives are 
permitted if sufficient frontage is available and if approved by the Traffic Engineer. 

K.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

U.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-1309.	 Bufferyard Requirements. 

Whenever any development in an R-MD district is located adjacent to another zoning district 
or a non-residential use in an R-MD district is located adjacent to a residential use in an R-MD 
district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with Sections 6-1000 and 
6-1200. 

Section 4-1400. R-HD - High-Density Multi-Family Residential District. 

4-1401.	 Purpose.  The R-HD district is intended to accommodate multi-family developments at 
densities up to approximately forty (40) units per acre. The R-HD district is intended for high-
rise apartment development, located primarily in and around the center city or other high-
intensity use areas specified in the comprehensive plan. This district is intended for areas that 
have access for vehicular traffic from collector or higher classification streets without 
traversing minor streets in adjoining residential neighborhoods. New single-family dwellings 
are not permitted to ensure that vacant land set aside for multi-family development is not 
preempted by less intense development. Certain other structures and uses necessary to serve 
governmental, educational, religious, recreational and other needs of neighborhoods are 
allowed as permitted or conditional uses subject to restrictions intended to preserve and protect 
the residential character of this district. 

4-1402.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Multi-family dwellings. 

B.	 Townhouses. 

C.	 Single-family-detached dwellings in accordance with Section 5-2900. 
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D.	 Duplex and single-family-semi-detached dwellings existing at the time the district is 
mapped. As a conforming use, duplex and single-family-semi-detached dwellings can be 
expanded or, if destroyed, replaced with another dwelling of the same type within 
eighteen (18) months of being destroyed. (G.O. 5345) 

E.	 Accessory apartments in owner-occupied-single-family-detached dwellings, in 
accordance with Section 5-2400. 

F.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

G.	 Bed and breakfasts. 

H.	 Boarding, rooming and lodging houses. 

I.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday schools, but 
excluding emergency shelters and temporary outdoor revivals. (G.O. 4519) (G.O. 5471, 
06/27/05) 

J.	 Clubhouses associated with any permitted use. 

K.	 Day care homes in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. (G.O. 
4570) (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

L.	 Group homes, custodial. 

M.	 Home occupation uses, as permitted by Section 5-1100. 

N.	 Police and fire stations. 

O.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds, and golf courses, excluding miniature golf courses 
and driving ranges. 

P.	 Schools, elementary and secondary, and schools or development centers for elementary-
and secondary-school-age children with handicaps or development disabilities, on a 
minimum of five (5) acres of land. 

Q.	 Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

R.	 Zero-lot-line construction, in accordance with Section 3-3200. 

S.	 Noncommercial, not-for-profit residential neighborhood facilities, including indoor and 
outdoor recreational facilities, community centers, offices of property owners 
associations and maintenance facilities operated by a neighborhood or community 
organization or a property owners association in accordance with the provisions of 
Subsection 5-2700. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 
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T.	 Transitional housing for multifamily use. (G.O. 4763, 12-15-97) 

U. 	 Tier I and II wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

V.	 Orphanages. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

4-1403.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

A.	 Adaptive use of non-residential structures in accordance with Subsection 
3-3310.B.5. 

B.	 Cemeteries on a minimum of ten (10) acres of land. 

C.	 Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

D.	 Nursing and retirement homes. 

E.	 Public museums and libraries on a minimum of two (2) acres of land. 

F.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O. 5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600, provided wireless 
towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation of at least one (1) 
additional provider’s facilities; and 

2.	 Other towers and related facilities existing at the time the district is mapped, 
provided any modifications are made in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1; and 

3.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

G. Transitional Service Shelters. (G.O. 4763, 12-15-97) 

4-1404. Use Limitations. 

A.	 Single-family-detached, duplex and single-family-semi-detached dwellings are not 
permitted unless they exist at the time the district is mapped. 

B.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 6-1500. 

C.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article X, 
Springfield City Code. 
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4-1405. Lot Size Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum lot area: 

1.	 Each townhouse on a separate platted lot: Two-thousand (2,000) square feet. 

2.	 Existing single-family-detached dwellings:  Five-thousand (5,000) square feet. 

3.	 Existing duplexes: Seven-thousand-five-hundred (7,500) square feet. 

4.	 Existing single-family-semi-detached dwellings:  Three-thousand-seven-hundred
fifty (3,750) square feet. 

5.	 All other uses: Fifteen-thousand (15,000) square feet. 

B.	 Minimum lot width: 

1.	 Each townhouse on a separate platted lot. 

(a) End lots: Thirty (30) feet. 
(b) Interior lots with driveway in front yard:  Twenty-six (26) feet. 
(c) Interior lots without driveway in front yard:  Twenty (20) feet. 

2.	 Existing single-family-semi-detached dwelling units:  Thirty (30) feet. 

3.	 All other uses: Forty-five (45) feet. 

C.	 Minimum lot depth. 

1.	 Each townhouse on a separate platted lot: Seventy-five (75) feet. 

2. All other uses: One-hundred (100) feet. 

4-1406. Bulk and Open Space Requirements. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

A.	 Maximum structure height. 

1.	 None, except no structure shall exceed thirty-five (35) feet plus one (1) additional 
foot for each one (1) foot of setback provided on each side of the structure that 
adjoins an R-SF, R-TH, R-LD or R-MHC District. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio: 

1.	 2.0, when maximum building coverage exceeds twenty-five (25) percent of the lot 
area. 
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2.	 3.0, when maximum building coverage does not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of 
the lot area. 

C.	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by 
Subsection 4-1309): 

1.	 Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

2.	 Side yards:  Six (6) feet or as required by Section 5-1300, provided that no side yard 
is required for any building that has a common wall on a lot line. 

3.	 Rear yard:  Twenty (20) percent of the lot depth but may not be less than ten (10) 
feet nor will more than twenty-five (25) feet be required. 
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4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425.) 

Street       
Classification         Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial
Local 

30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Local 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Connector 20 feet plus the required yards setback 

D.	 Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings):  Fifty (50) percent. 

E.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than twenty (20) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking areas, driveways and internal streets.  Open space shall 
contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

F.	 Maximum impervious area:  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking areas, driveways and any other surfaces which reduce and 
prevent absorption of storm water shall not exceed eighty (80) percent of the total lot area 
unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

G.	 The minimum distance between any two unattached principal buildings shall be thirty 
(30) feet. Whenever two principal structures are arranged face to face or back to back, the 
minimum distance shall be fifty (50) feet.  The point of measurement shall be the exterior 
walls of the buildings and does not include balconies, railings or other architectural 
features. 

4-1407. Maximum Density Requirements. 

The maximum density shall be one-thousand-one-hundred (1,100) square feet per dwelling 
unit provided the requirements of Subsection 1-1322 are met. 
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4-1408. Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-1000 shall be submitted and approved 
for all uses except improvements to existing single-family-detached, duplex and 
single-family-semi-detached dwellings. 

B.	 A plot plan meeting the requirements of Subsection 3-1103 shall be submitted and 
approved for improvements to all existing single-family-detached, duplex and 
single-family-semi-detached dwellings. 

C.	 A landscaping plan meeting the requirements of Sections 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved for all uses except improvements to existing single-family
detached, duplex and single-family-semi-detached dwellings. 

D.	 Off-street parking lots and vehicular use areas for permitted non-residential uses shall be 
screened from all residential uses in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Storage of maintenance or other equipment incidental to any permitted or conditional use 
except for existing single-family-detached, duplex and single-family-semi-detached 
dwellings shall be screened from view in accordance with the provisions of Section 
6-1000. 

F.	 The maximum length of any cluster of townhouse dwelling units shall not exceed 
two-hundred-forty (240) linear feet. 

G.	 Buildings shall be designed to prevent the appearance of straight, unbroken lines in their 
horizontal and vertical surface. There shall be no more than two (2) continuous 
townhouse dwelling units without a break in the horizontal and vertical elevations of at 
least three (3) feet. 

H.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential area and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 

I.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

J.	 Required front yards shall be landscaped with grass, ground cover, plants, shrubs or trees. 
Decorative landscaping materials such as rock, bark and mulch are also permitted. 
Impervious surfaces in required front yards shall be minimized and shall be limited to 
driveways leading to off-street parking areas located outside the required front yard and 
walkways necessary for access to structures on the property.  Circular drives are 
permitted if sufficient frontage is available and if approved by the Traffic Engineer. 

K.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 
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L.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of 

Section 5-1000. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004)


4-1409.	 Bufferyard Requirements. 

Whenever any development in an R-HD district is located adjacent to another zoning district 
or a non-residential use in an R-HD district is located adjacent to a residential use in an R-HD 
district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with Sections 6-1000 and 
6-1200. 

Section 4-1500. R-MHC - Manufactured Home Community District. 

4-1501.	 Purpose.  The R-MHC Manufactured Home Community District is established for 
manufactured homes in manufactured housing communities, which include manufactured 
housing developments and manufactured housing subdivisions, at low residential densities of 
approximately eight (8) units per acre. It is intended that such manufactured housing 
communities shall be so located, designed and improved as to provide: 

A.	 A desirable residential environment; 

B.	 Protection from potentially adverse neighboring influences; 

C.	 Protection for adjacent residential properties; 

D.	 Principal access for vehicular traffic to collector or higher classification streets; and 

E.	 Accessibility equivalent to that for other forms of permitted residential development to 
public facilities, places of employment and facilities for meeting commercial and service 
needs not met within the manufactured housing community.  Other residential and 
supporting uses may also be permitted in such district. 

4-1502.	 Permitted Uses in the R-MHC District. 

A.	 Single-family-detached dwellings, including mobile homes, on individual building lots. 

B.	 Single-family-semi-detached dwellings, in accordance with Section 3-3100, Cluster 
Subdivisions. 

C.	 Manufactured housing developments (mobile home parks). 

D.	 Accessory apartments in owner-occupied-single-family-detached dwellings, in 
accordance with Section 5-2400. 

E.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 
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F.	 Day care homes, in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. (G.O. 
4570) 

G.	 Group homes, residential, in accordance with Section 5-2500. 

H.	 Home occupation uses, as permitted by Section 5-1100. 

I.	 Outdoor storage areas in mobile home parks, including storage areas for recreational 
vehicles. Such areas shall be screened from adjoining uses and shall occupy, in total, not 
more than five (5) percent of the area of the mobile home park. Use of such storage area 
shall be limited to the occupants of the mobile home park. 

J.	 Police and fire stations. 

K.	 Schools, elementary and secondary, and schools or development centers for elementary-
and secondary-school-age children with handicaps or development disabilities, on a 
minimum of five (5) acres of land. 

L.	 Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

M.	 Zero-lot-line construction, in accordance with Section 3-3200. 

N.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday schools, but 
excluding emergency shelters and temporary outdoor revivals. (G.O. 4519) (G.O. 5471, 
06/27/05) 

O.	 Noncommercial, not-for-profit residential neighborhood facilities, including indoor and 
outdoor recreational facilities, community centers, offices of property owners 
associations and maintenance facilities operated by a neighborhood or community 
organization or a property owners association in accordance with the provisions of 
Subsection 5-2700. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

P.	 Transitional housing for single family use. (G.O. 4763, 12-15-97) 

Q.	 Tier I and II wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O. 5094, 7/9/2001) 

4-1503.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. 

A.	 Adaptive use of non-residential structures in accordance with Subsection 
3-3310.B.5. 

B.	 Cemeteries on a minimum of ten (10) acres of land. 

C.	 Clubhouses associated with any permitted use. 
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D.	 Public museums and libraries on a minimum of two (2) acres of land. 

E.	 Public service and public facility uses, as follow:  (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 Other towers and related facilities existing at the time the district is mapped, 
provided any modifications are made in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1; and 

2.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

F.	 Nurseries and truck gardens in relatively undeveloped sections of the City, limited to the 
propagation and cultivation of plants, provided no retail or wholesale business is 
conducted on the premises. (G.O. 4570) 

4-1504.	 Use Limitations. 

A.	 In manufactured housing communities, recreational vehicles shall not be occupied as 
dwellings and manufactured home sales lots shall not be permitted. 

B.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 6-1500. 

C.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article X, 
Springfield City Code. 

4-1505.	 Minimum Area Requirements for R-MHC Districts and for Individual Manufactured Home 
Communities; Minimum Number of Lots or Spaces to be Available in Manufactured 
Housing Development at time of Opening. 

Where the district is established, the minimum area shall be ten (10) acres.  In a manufactured 
housing development, the minimum number of lots or spaces completed and ready for 
occupancy before first occupancy is permitted shall be thirty (30). 

For manufactured housing developments, the tract shall comprise a single plot except where 
the site is divided by public streets or alleys or where the total property includes separate 
parcels for necessary utility plants, maintenance or storage facilities, or the like, with 
appropriate access from the manufactured housing development, provided that all lands 
involved shall be so dimensioned as to facilitate efficient design and management. 

4-1506.	 Lot Size Requirements on Individual Lots. 

A.	 Minimum lot area:  Five-thousand (5,000) square feet. 

B.	 Minimum lot width:  Forty-five (45) feet. 
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C.	 Minimum lot depth:  Seventy-five (75) feet. 

4-1507. Maximum Density and Lot Size Requirements in Manufactured Housing Development. 

Maximum density in any manufactured housing development shall not exceed eight (8) units 
per gross acre provided the requirements of Subsection 1-1322 are met. For purposes of these 
regulations, gross acreage is to be computed as all area within the exterior boundaries of the 
property, including streets, common open space, lands occupied by management offices and 
community buildings, lands occupied by manufactured home lots, and lands occupied by 
utilities installations. Lots for placement of manufactured homes in manufactured housing 
developments shall be at least four thousand (4,000) square feet in area with no dimension less 
than forty (40) feet. The limits of each manufactured home lot shall be shown on the site plan 
and shall be clearly marked on the ground by permanent flush stakes, markers, or other 
suitable means. 

4-1508. Bulk and Open Space Regulations on Individual Lots. 

A.	 Maximum structure height: 

1.	 When side yards do not exceed fifteen (15) feet in  width: Thirty-five (35) feet or 
two and one-half (2-1/2) stories above the finished grade. 

2.	 When side yards exceed fifteen (15) feet in width:  Three (3) stories above the 
finished grade. 

B.	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by Subsection 
4-1411): 

1.	 Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet, or as required by Section 5-1300. 

2.	 Side yards:  Five (5) feet, or as required by Section 5-1300. 

3.	 Rear yard:  Twenty (20) percent of the lot depth,  but not less than ten (10) feet nor 
more than twenty-five (25) feet be required. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425.) 

Street       
Classification         Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

February 12, 2007	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance IV-33 



Div. IV - District Regulations	 Sects. 4-1000–4-4400 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial
Local 

30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Local 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Connector 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

C.	 Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings):  Forty (40) percent. 

D.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than thirty (30) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking areas, driveways and internal streets. Open space shall 
contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

E.	 Maximum Impervious Area:  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking areas, driveways and any other surfaces which reduce and 
prevent absorption of storm water shall not exceed seventy (70) percent of the total lot 
area unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

4-1509. Bulk and Open Space Requirements in Manufactured Housing Developments. 

A.	 Maximum structure height:  thirty-five (35) feet or two-and-one-half (2 ½) stories above 
the finished grade. 

B.	 Minimum yard along exterior boundaries (additional bufferyard may be required by 
Subsection 4-1411): Twenty-five (25) feet. Where a manufactured housing development 
adjoins a public street or a residential district, including a R-MHC district, without an 
alley or other permanent open space at least twenty-five (25) feet in width, the required 
yard shall not contain garages, carports, recreational shelters, storage structures, or any 
other structure generally prohibited in yards adjacent to streets or in residential districts. 
No direct vehicular access to individual lots shall be permitted through such yards and no 
group parking facilities or active recreation areas shall be allowed therein. Where the 
adjoining district is non-residential, such yards may be used for group or individual 
parking; active recreation facilities; or carports, recreational shelters, or storage 
structures. 

C.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an existing or 
planned street than as prescribed below: 
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Street       
Classification         Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial
Local 

30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Local 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Connector 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than twenty (20) percent of the total area of the 
manufactured housing development shall be devoted to open space including required 
yards and bufferyards unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space 
shall not include areas covered by buildings, structures, parking areas, driveways and 
internal streets. Open space shall contain living ground cover and other landscaping 
materials. 

E.	 Maximum impervious area:  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking areas, driveways and any other surfaces which reduce and 
prevent absorption of water shall not exceed eighty (80) percent of the total area of 
the manufactured housing development unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-
1215. 

4-1510. Reserved. 

4-1511. Design Requirements on Individual Lots. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000 shall be submitted and approved 
for all uses except single-family-detached dwellings and manufactured homes on 
individual lots. 

B.	 A plot plan meeting the requirements of Subsection 3-1103 shall be submitted and 
approved for all single-family-detached dwellings and manufactured homes on individual 
lots. 

C.	 A landscaping plan meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved for all uses except single-family-detached dwellings and 
manufactured homes on individual lots. 
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D.	 All off-street parking lots and vehicular use areas for permitted non-residential uses shall 
be screened from all residential uses in accordance with Section 6-1200. 

E.	 Refuse storage areas for permitted non-residential uses shall be screened from view in 
accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Required front yards shall be landscaped with grass, ground cover, plants, shrubs or trees. 
Decorative landscaping materials such as rock, bark and mulch are also permitted. 
Impervious surfaces in required front yards shall be minimized and shall be limited to 
driveways leading to off-street parking areas located outside the required front yard and 
walkways necessary for access to structures on the property. Circular drives are permitted 
if sufficient frontage is available and if approved by the Traffic Engineer. 

G.	 Storage of maintenance or other equipment incidental to any permitted or conditional use 
except a single-family-detached dwelling or manufactured home on an individual lot 
shall be screened from view in accordance with the provisions of Section 6-1000. 

H.	 Skirting shall be placed around manufactured homes that are not placed on a permanent 
foundation. Such skirting shall be similar in appearance to materials used for permanent 
foundations or the siding of the manufactured home to which it is to be attached. 

I.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

J.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-1512. Design Requirements in Manufactured Housing Developments. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000 shall be submitted and approved. 

B.	 A landscaping plan meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved. 

C.	 There shall not be less than fifteen (15) feet between manufactured homes or any other 
buildings located in a manufactured housing development, and location on the lot shall be 
suitable for the type of manufactured home proposed, considering size, and manner of 
support, and any improvements necessary on the lot for the support or anchoring of the 
type of manufactured home proposed shall be provided to the manufactured home so 
supported and/or anchored before occupancy. Parking spaces for each manufactured 
home do not have to be provided on each lot, however one (1) of the two (2) parking 
spaces required shall be located within one-hundred (100) feet of the lot served. 

D.	 Storage of maintenance or other equipment incidental to any permitted or conditional use 
shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 
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E.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential areas and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 

G.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

H.	 Skirting shall be placed around manufactured homes that are not placed on a permanent 
foundation. Such skirting shall be similar in appearance to materials used for permanent 
foundations or the siding of the manufactured home to which it is to be attached. 

I.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-1513.	 Bufferyard Requirements.  Whenever any development in an R-MHC district is located 
adjacent to a different zoning district or a non-residential use in an R-MHC district is located 
adjacent to a residential use in an R-MHC district, screening and a bufferyard shall be 
provided in accordance with Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 
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Subdivision 2 - Office, Institutional and Special Districts 

Section 4-2000. O - Office Districts. 

4-2001.	 Purpose.  Two (2) Office Districts are established by this ordinance. The uses permitted in the 
two districts are the same, but they differ in the intensity of the development that is permitted. 
The O-1 District is designed to be a restrictive district for low intensity office or professional 
uses which may be located outside the center city adjacent to any of the residential districts, 
with appropriate buffers and landscaping so as not to create an adverse effect on adjacent 
residential areas. The O-2 District is designed to allow more intense use of land that is in close 
proximity to the Central City District or other high intensity use areas specified in the 
Springfield Comprehensive Plan. 

4-2002.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B.	 Athletic clubs, fitness centers and indoor sports facilities. 

C.	 Banks and financial institutions, including automatic teller machines and drive-thru 
facilities. 

D.	 Cemeteries. 

E.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday schools and 
emergency shelters for fifty (50) or fewer residents and soup kitchens as accessory uses. 
(G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

F.	 Colleges, universities and business colleges. 

G.	 Community centers, nonprofit. 

H.	 Substance abuse treatment facilities for fifty (50) or fewer residents, provided the facility: 

1.	 Is located at least two thousand (2000) feet from any other community treatment 
center, emergency shelter, soup kitchen, transitional service shelter, substance abuse 
treatment facility, or any community corrections facility, jail, prison or detention 
facility, as measured from property lines; and 

2.	 A plan of operation, including but not limited to administration contact information, 
patron access requirements, hours of operation and security measures, is on file with 
the City of Springfield Planning and Development Department. (G.O. 5343, 
1/12/04) 

I. Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 
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J.	 Educational, religious, cultural, public, or nonprofit institutions such as churches, 
museums, art galleries and libraries, but not including correctional institutions or 
hospitals. 

K.	 Governmental buildings and uses. 

L.	 Medical and dental clinics. 

M.	 Medical and dental laboratories and research facilities, not including the manufacture of 
pharmaceutical or other products for general sale or distribution,  provided no toxic 
substances, explosives, radioactive material, highly flammable substances or other 
materials that pose a threat to public health and safety, due to their quantities or location, 
are utilized in the research operations. 

N.	 Nursing and retirement homes. 

O.	 Offices, administrative, business, finance and professional. 

P.	 Offices, medical and dental. 

Q.	 Police and fire stations. 

R.	 Printshops and photocopying establishments. 

S.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds, and golf courses, excluding miniature golf courses 
and driving ranges. 

T.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

U.	 Residential uses provided such uses are located above the first floor or behind 
non-residential uses so as to create a continuous non-residential facade, on the first-floor 
level along all street frontages. 

V.	 Retail and personal service uses located in an office building such as newsstands, cigar 
stores, barber shops, beauty parlors, tailor shops, shoe repair shops and restaurants, 
provided the total floor area of such uses does not exceeded ten (10) percent of the gross 
floor of the office building. (G.O. 5425) 

W.	 Schools and studios for art, dancing, drama, music, photography, interior decorating or 
similar courses of study. 
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O 
X.	 Schools, elementary and secondary. 

Y.	 Schools or development centers for persons with handicaps or development disabilities. 

Z.	 Schools, business. 

AA. Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

BB. Any residential dwellings existing at the time the district is mapped.  	As a conforming 
use, such a dwelling can be expanded or, if destroyed, replaced with another dwelling of 
the same type within eighteen (18) months of being destroyed. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

CC. Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided wireless towers 
sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation of at least one (1) additional 
provider’s facilities. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

4-2003.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. 

A.	 Funeral homes and mortuaries (crematoriums are permitted as accessory uses). 

B.	 Heliports. 

C.	 Hotels, motels and inns. 

D.	 Recording studios. 

E.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided wireless towers 
sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation of at least one (1) additional 
provider’s facilities. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

F.	 Tier IV wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided wireless towers are 
setback from any residential district at least two (2) feet for every one (1) foot of tower 
height and allow collocation of at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities or at least 
two (2) additional providers’ facilities if the tower height is one-hundred-twenty (120) 
feet or greater. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

G.	 Other towers, exceeding one-hundred (100) feet in height, and related facilities, provided 
the maximum height does not exceed two-hundred (200) feet; only one (1) tower is 
permitted on a lot; and all other provisions of Subsection 3-3310.B.1 are met. 

H.	 Television and radio studios. 

I.	 Bed and Breakfast. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 
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4-2004. Use Limitations. 

A.	 All activities and permitted uses except off-street parking and loading facilities, 
drive-thru facilities and day care activities shall be conducted entirely within a 
completely enclosed building. 

B.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 6-1500. 

C.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article X, 
Springfield City Code. 

D.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the requirements 
of Subsection 1-1322. 

4-2005. Bulk and Intensity of Use Restrictions. 

A.	 Maximum structure height: 

1.	 Principal buildings and parking garages: 

a.	 O-1: Thirty-five (35) feet, except that all structures shall remain below a forty-
five (45) degree bulk plane as measured from the boundary of any residential 
district. 

b.	 O-2: None. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio: 

1.	 O-1: 0.4. 

2.	 O-2: 1.5. 

C.	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by Subsection 
4-2008): 

1.	 Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

2.	 Side yard:  Ten (10) feet on each side of a lot or as required by Section 5-1300, 
provided that no side yard is required for any building that has a  common wall on a 
lot line. 

3.	 Rear yard:  Twenty (20) percent of the lot depth,  but may not be less than ten (10) 
feet nor more than twenty-five (25) feet be required. 
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4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B. and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street       
Classification          Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local 

Residential Local 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D.	 Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings).: 

1.	 O-1: Forty (40) percent. 

2. O-2: Sixty (60) percent. 

4-2006. Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum open space.  Not less than twenty (20) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and internal streets. Open 
space shall contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

B.	 Maximum impervious surface.  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and any other surfaces 
which reduce and prevent absorption of stormwater shall not exceed eighty (80) percent 
of the total lot area unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

4-2007. Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000 shall be submitted and approved. 

B.	 A landscape plan meeting the requirements of Sections 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved. 
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O/GI 
C.	 All off-street parking lots and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential 

uses in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

D.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential area and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 

G.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-2008.	 Bufferyard Requirements. 

Whenever any development in an O District is located adjacent to a different zoning district, 
screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

Section 4-2100. GI - Government and Institutional Use District. 

4-2101.	 Purpose.  The Government and Institutional Use District is established to apply to those lands 
where federal, state or local government activities are conducted, where governments hold title 
to such lands, and to major public and private educational and medical facilities. This district 
is also intended to classify land that is vacant but has been designated for the activities listed 
above in an adopted plan. It is not intended to classify all lands owned by government into this 
district, but only those uses that are comparatively intensive or which require substantial 
buildings. Park and recreational facilities would not ordinarily be placed in this zone. Certain 
nongovernmental and noninstitutional uses are permitted to provide necessary services to 
governmental and institutional uses. 

4-2102.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B.	 Airports. 

C.	 Art galleries, libraries and museums. 

D.	 Athletic clubs, fitness centers and indoor sports facilities. 

E.	 Cemeteries. 

February 12, 2007	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance IV-43 



Div. IV - District Regulations	 Sects. 4-1000–4-4400 

F.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday schools and 
emergency shelters for fifty (50) or fewer residents and soup kitchens as accessory uses. 
(G.O. 4763, 12/15/97). 

G.	 Civic, convention and cultural centers. 

H.	 Colleges and universities. 

I.	 Community centers, nonprofit. 

J.	 Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

K.	 Developed open space including arboreta and botanical and zoological gardens. 

L.	 Fairgrounds. 

M.	 Fraternities and sororities. 

N.	 Governmental buildings and uses. 

O.	 Hospitals with ambulance services as accessory uses. 

P.	 Medical and dental clinics. 

Q.	 Medical and dental laboratories and research facilities, not including the manufacture of 
pharmaceutical or other products for general sale or distribution, provided no toxic 
substances, explosives, radioactive material, highly flammable substances or other 
materials that pose a threat to public health and safety, due to their quantities or location, 
are utilized in the research operations. 

R.	 Nursing and retirement homes. 

S.	 Offices, administrative, business, finance and professional. 

T.	 Offices, medical and dental. 

U.	 Police and fire stations. 

V.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds, and golf courses, excluding miniature golf courses 
and driving ranges. 

W.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 
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GI


X.	 Schools, elementary and secondary. 

Y.	 Stadiums. 

Z.	 Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

AA. Any residential dwellings existing at the time the district is mapped. As a conforming 
use, such a dwelling can be expanded or, if destroyed, replaced with another dwelling of 
the same type within eighteen (18) months of being destroyed. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

BB. Tier I wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

CC. Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation of at least 
one (1) additional provider’s facilities. 

DD. Tier IV wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers are setback from any residential district at least two (2) feet 
for every one (1) foot of tower height and allow collocation of at least one (1) 
additional provider’s facilities or at least two (2) additional providers’ 
facilities if the tower height is one-hundred-twenty (120) feet or greater. 

EE. Other towers, less than one-hundred (100) feet in height, and related facilities provided 
telecommunication towers comply with Section 5-2600. 

FF.	 Orphanages. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/2001) 

4-2103.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. 

A.	 The following types of uses are permitted with a Conditional Use Permit provided they 
are not disruptive to the overall development of the particular GI district. These uses 
should be allowed if they primarily provide goods or services to and in support of the 
other uses permitted in the district. 

1.	 Personal service establishments. 

2.	 Restaurants, including drive-in, pick-up and drive-thru facilities. 

3.	 Retail establishments for the following types of uses: bakery, package liquor, books, 
candy, dairy products, drugs, groceries, flowers, gifts, jewelry, hobby materials, 
meat, fish and poultry, newsstands, wearing apparel, shoes, clothing, toys, pipe and 
tobacco and video rental. 
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4.	 Taverns and cocktail lounges. 

B.	 Banks and financial institutions, including automatic teller machines and drive-thru 
facilities. 

C.	 Heliports. 

D.	 Hotels, motels and inns. 

E.	 Jails, prisons and detention facilities, in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.3. (G.O. 
4829, 9/8/98) 

F.	 Sanitary landfills on a minimum of one-hundred-sixty (160) acres of land. 

G.	 Sewage treatment facilities. 

H.	 Stormwater treatment facilities. 

I.	 Tier V wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

J.	 Other towers, exceeding one-hundred (100) feet in height, and related facilities, provided 
the maximum height does not exceed two-hundred (200) feet; only one (1) tower is 
permitted on a lot; and all other provisions of Subsection 3-3310.B.1 are met. 

K.	 Water treatment facilities. 

L. Bed and Breakfast. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

4-2104. Use Limitations. 

A.	 No landfill activities shall occur within one-thousand (1,000) feet of a residential district. 

B.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 6-1500. 

C.	 No use shall emit an odor than creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article X, 
Springfield City Code. 

D.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the requirements 
of Subsection 1-1322. 

4-2105. Bulk and Intensity of Use Restrictions. 

A.	 Maximum structure height:  None, except that all structures shall remain below a thirty 
(30) degree bulk plane as measured from the boundary of any residential district. 
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GI 
B.	 Maximum floor area ratio:  5.0. 

C.	 Yard requirements:  None, except as required by Section 5-1300 and the bufferyard 
requirements in Subsection 4-2108, and, in no event may a structure be erected closer to 
the centerline of an existing or planned street than as prescribed  below, except as 
permitted by Subsection 1-1317.B. and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street 
Classification          Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

 Freeway	 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway	 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Primary Arterial	 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Secondary Arterial	 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector	 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local

 Residential Local	 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D. Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings):  Eighty (80) percent. 

4-2106. Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than twenty (20) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and internal streets. Open 
space shall contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

B.	 Maximum impervious surface:  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and any other surfaces 
which reduce and prevent absorption of stormwater shall not exceed eighty (80) percent 
of the total area unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

4-2107. Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000 shall be submitted and approved. 

B.	 A landscape plan meeting the requirements of Sections 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved. 
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C.	 All off-street parking lots and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential 
uses in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

D.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential area and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 

G.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-2108.	 Bufferyard Requirements. 

Whenever any development in a GI District is located adjacent to a different zoning district, 
screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

Section 4-2200. UN - University Combining District. 

4-2201.	 Purpose.  This district is an overlay district intended to be used in combination with any one 
of the multifamily residential districts. The principal function of this district is to permit in 
multifamily residential zones abutting colleges and universities the establishment of the types 
of uses which ordinarily cluster about a university, but which are not located on university 
property. This district permits increased densities for student housing in multi-family 
residential districts when they are related to a university without disturbing density in those 
multi-family residential districts when they are located elsewhere.  Moreover, it preserves the 
lot size requirements and bulk regulations that would be applicable to private residential uses. 

4-2202.	 Permitted Uses.  In addition to the uses allowed in the multifamily residential district with 
which this district is combined, the following uses are permitted: 

A.	 Art galleries, libraries and museums. 

B.	 Boarding, rooming and lodging houses. 

C.	 Civic, convention and cultural centers. 

D.	 Dormitories. 

E.	 Fraternities and sororities. 

F.	 Noncommercial athletic fields and facilities. 
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G.	 Offices, meeting rooms, and other facilities for educational, fraternal, professional, 
religious and research organizations and institutions. 

H.	 Parking lots and structures for passenger automobiles accessory to uses permitted in the 
GI District. 

I. Private clubs for alumni, educational, and university/college related activities. 

4-2203. Conditional Uses.  None, except such conditional uses as could otherwise be allowed in any 
multi-family residential district with which this district is combined. 

4-2204. Use Limitations. 

A.	 Fraternities, sororities, private clubs, lodging houses and other permitted uses may have 
dining facilities, provided such facilities do not offer restaurant service to the general 
public. 

B.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the requirements 
of Subsection 1-1322. 

4-2205.	 Lot Size Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum lot area. 

1.	 Buildings providing lodging rooms for students as permitted in Subsection 4-2202: 
Five-hundred (500) square feet of lot area per resident provided no lot shall be less 
than the minimum lot area required in the multi-family residential district with 
which this district is combined. 

2.	 All other permitted uses shall comply with the minimum lot area required in the 
multi-family residential district with which the UN District is combined. 

B.	 Minimum lot width. All permitted uses shall comply with the minimum lot width 
required in the multi-family residential district with which the UN District is combined. 

C.	 Minimum lot depth. All permitted uses shall comply with the minimum lot depth 
required in the multi-family residential district with which the UN District is combined. 

4-2206.	 Bulk Regulations.  All buildings shall comply with the bulk regulations in the multi-family 
residential district with which the UN District is combined. 

4-2207.	 Spacing and Open Space Requirements.  None, other than those applicable in the 
multi-family residential district with which the UN District is combined. 

4-2208.	 Design Requirements. 

February 12, 2007	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance IV-49 



Div. IV - District Regulations	 Sects. 4-1000–4-4400 

A.	 A site plan, meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000, shall be submitted and 
approved. 

B.	 A landscape plan, meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300, shall be 
submitted and approved. 

C.	 Any other design requirements applicable in the multi-family residential district with 
which the UN District is combined. 

4-2209.	 Bufferyard Requirements.  All developments in the UN District shall comply with the 
bufferyard requirements in the multi-family residential district with which the UN District is 
combined. 

Section 4-2300. UC - Urban Conservation District. 

4-2301.	 Authority.  Establishment of an Urban Conservation district shall be in accordance with 
provisions set forth in this section. The UC district contemplates general notice of intent to 
designate the area under consideration, development of a plan for the area and implementing 
ordinances including zoning with formal designation of the area and other regulatory 
ordinances, if necessary. 

4-2302.	 Purpose.  The Urban Conservation plan and district, used in combination with another district 
or districts, are intended to promote the health, safety, economic, cultural and general welfare 
of the public by encouraging the conservation and enhancement of the urban environment. 
The Urban Conservation plan and district are enacted pursuant to Article VI, Sections 19 and 
21 of the Constitution of the State of Missouri and are intended to encourage urban 
conservation as further described in this section.  The purpose of the plan and the district 
include but are not limited to the following: 

A.	 To identify physical, social and economic resources within the urban environment that 
are worthy of conservation; 

B.	 To maintain neighborhood character and integrity by focusing special attention on the 
maintenance of the physical environment; the enhancement of physical, social and 
economic resources and the accommodation of desirable change; 

C.	 To prevent economic obsolescence and to promote reinvestment by fostering stable 
property values through a high level of economic activity, maintenance of essential urban 
services and by focusing financial assistance and other economic development programs; 

D.	 To promote the efficient use of urban lands, including the encouragement of compatible 
infill development on vacant and passed-over parcels; 

E.	 To encourage and to support rehabilitation of the physical environment and programs for 
the conservation and revitalization of urban areas; 
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F.	 To foster harmonious, orderly and efficient growth, development and redevelopment; and 

G.	 To aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight. 

4-2303.	 Procedure.  Designation of an area as a UC district shall be accomplished as follows: 

A.	 Adoption of City Council resolution; 

B.	 Preparation and adoption of Urban Conservation plan; and 

C.	 Adoption of Urban Conservation district. 

4-2304.	 Initiation of Urban Conservation Plan.  The initiation of a proposal for UC district 
consideration may be made by the Springfield City Council, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission or by application of property owners and/or residents in the area or site to be 
designated. If the application is made by property owners and/or residents in the area,  such 
application must contain signatures of property owners representing  at least fifty (50) percent 
of the property within the proposed UC district boundary area.  

4-2305.	 City Council Resolution.  The Commission shall not prepare a Urban Conservation plan for 
an area unless the City Council has first declared by resolution that the area is to be considered 
for UC district designation. The purpose of such resolution shall be solely for describing 
generally the area under consideration and to generally provide notice that formal hearings 
will thereafter be held before the Commission and the City Council in accordance with 
procedures set forth herein which may lead to the adoption of a plan for the area and adoption 
of UC district zoning and other regulatory ordinances.  Such resolution shall be adopted only 
after published notice in accordance with the provisions of Section 3-3800. 

4-2306.	 Urban Conservation Plan.  The Commission shall, after the adoption of a resolution by City 
Council, cause a UC plan to be prepared for the described area.  

A.	 The UC plan shall be sufficiently complete to indicate objectives as set forth in 
Subsection 4-2302 and its relationship to appropriate land uses, preservation of historic 
sites and districts, improved traffic, public transportation, public utilities, recreation and 
community facilities, and other public improvements and proposed land uses and 
building requirements in the UC area and shall include without being limited to: 

1.	 The boundaries of the UC district, with a map showing the existing uses and 
condition of the real property therein;  

2.	 A land use plan showing proposed uses of the area; 

3.	 Information showing the standards of population densities, land coverage and 
building intensities in the area after redevelopment or urban renewal; 

4.	 A statement of the proposed changes, if any, in zoning ordinances or maps, street 
layouts, street levels or grades, building codes and ordinances; 
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5.	 A statement as to the kind and number of additional public facilities or utilities 
which will be required in the area; and 

6.	 A statement of needs for urban conservation in the area and the relationship of the 
plan to urban conservation and the prevention of urban blight and decay as defined 
in Section 99.320 RSMo. 1978. 

B.	 The plan for the UC area shall conform with the general plan for the development of the 
community as a whole.  The Commission shall, upon adoption of the plan after public 
hearing, submit its recommendations with respect to the proposed UC plan to the City 
Council for its consideration with its recommendations for zoning and other regulatory 
ordinances. 

C.	 Prior to recommending a UC plan to the City Council for approval, the Commission shall 
consider whether the proposed land uses and building requirements in the area are 
designed with the general purpose of accomplishing, in conformance with the general 
plan, a coordinated, adjusted and harmonious development of the Community and its 
environs which, in accordance with present and future needs, will promote health, safety, 
morals, order, convenience, prosperity and the general welfare, as well as efficiency and 
economy in the process of development; including, among other things, adequate 
provision for traffic, vehicular parking, the promotion of safety from fire, panic and other 
dangers, adequate provision for light and air, the promotion of the healthful and 
convenient distribution of population, the provision of adequate transportation, water, 
sewerage and other public utilities, schools, parks, recreational and community facilities 
and other public requirements, the promotion of sound design and arrangement, the wise 
and efficient expenditure of public funds, the prevention of the recurrence of insanitary or 
unsafe dwelling accommodations or insanitary areas, or conditions of blight or 
deterioration, and the provision of adequate, safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations. 

D.	 One of the following minimum criteria shall be satisfied before a UC plan or district may 
be adopted: 

1.	 The area is blighted by reason of the predominance of defective or inadequate street 
layout, insanitary or unsafe conditions, deterioration of site improvements, improper 
subdivision or obsolete platting, or the existence of conditions which endanger life 
or property by fire and other causes, retards the provision of housing 
accommodations or constitutes an economic or social liability or a menace to the 
public health, safety, morals or welfare in its present condition and use; or 

2.	 The area is insanitary by reason of a predominance of buildings and improvements 
which due to dilapidation, deterioration, age or obsolescence, inadequate provision 
for ventilation, light, air sanitation or open spaces, high density of population and 
overcrowding of buildings, overcrowding of land, or the existence of conditions 
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which endanger life or property by fire and other causes or any combination of such 
factors is conducive to ill health, transmission of disease, infant mortality, juvenile 
delinquency, and crime or constitutes an economic or social liability and is 
detrimental to the public health, safety, morals and welfare; or 

3.	 The area is not yet blighted or insanitary but is or may become detrimental to the 
public safety, health, morals or welfare because of a combination of any of the 
following factors: dilapidation, obsolescence, deterioration, illegal use of structures; 
illegal conversion of residential structures; presence of structures below minimum 
code standards; abandonment, excessive vacancies, overcrowding of structures; 
overcrowding or excessive burdens on community facilities, lack of ventilation, 
light or sanitary facilities in structures, particularly residential structures, inadequate 
utilities, excessive land coverage, deleterious land use or layout, and depreciation of 
physical maintenance.  Such an area shall be a conservation area; or 

4.	 If the area contains vacant land, two or more of the following factors shall be 
present: obsolete platting, diversity of ownership preventing land assemblage, tax or 
special assessment delinquencies, deterioration of structures or site improvements, 
or immediately prior to becoming vacant the area would have qualified as a 
blighted, insanitary or conservation area. 

E.	 The recommendation of a UC plan by the Commission to the City Council shall be 
accompanied by the recommendations, if any, of the Commission, concerning zoning and 
other regulatory ordinances. 

F.	 The City Council shall hold a public hearing on such plan or substantial modification 
thereof recommended by the Commission, after public notice in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 3-3800. 

G.	 Following the hearing, the City Council may approve a UC plan if it finds that the plan is 
feasible and in conformity with the general plan for the development of the community as 
a whole. A UC plan which has not been approved by the City Council when 
recommended by the Commission may be recommended again to the Council with any 
modifications deemed advisable. 

H.	 A UC plan may be modified at any time by the Commission, provided however, if such 
modification substantially changes the UC plan as previously approved by the City 
Council, the modification shall be approved by the City Council in accordance with 
procedures for adopting the original plan. 

4-2307.	 Urban Conservation District Zoning.  Simultaneously with the adoption of the UC plan for 
the area or thereafter, the City Council may change the zoning in the area to a UC district. 
Such zoning change shall be in accordance with procedures established for modifying zoning 
set out in Section 3-3700. 

A.	 The zoning amendment shall identify the district boundaries and the property located 
therein. 
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B.	 The UC district may include specific standards and controls to regulate the district, 
including provisions governing: 

1.	 The use of land; 

2.	 Density and/or intensity of land use such as minimum lot size, maximum floor area, 
floor area ratios, number of dwelling units per acre, minimum lot area per dwelling 
unit and other related provisions; 

3.	 Area and bulk restrictions, including setbacks, maximum lot coverage, height 
controls, open space requirements and other related provision; 

4.	 Accessory uses and yard utilization regulations such as landscaping, fencing, 
carports, access regulations, sidewalks, home occupations, animal regulations, signs 
and other related provisions; 

5.	 Parking regulations such as number of required spaces per type of car, the location 
and design of parking areas, restrictions concerning recreational vehicles, trailers, 
boats, large trucks, and other related provisions; 

6.	 Historic buildings, districts and regulations designed to protect the same; and 

7.	 Planned development in whole or in part for the area as set forth in Section 4-2500. 

4-2308.	 Other Regulations.  Simultaneously with the adoption of the UC plan or thereafter, the City 
Council may adopt other ordinances in order to implement the plan to provide for urban 
conservation which ordinances may include but shall not be limited to the following: 

A.	 Regulation of the conversion of existing structures including provisions governing the 
use of converted structures, parking and/or other related provisions; 

B.	 Special provisions, procedures and techniques relating to the City's building, electrical, 
fire, mechanical and plumbing codes and sewer, stormwater and street improvement 
requirements; 

C.	 Procedures, techniques and devices for implementation and enforcement of this section, 
including the delegation of certain responsibility and authority to duly constituted 
commissions, boards, committees, associations, or officials; and 

D.	 Other regulations as may be necessary to promote and protect the public health, safety 
and welfare in the UC area. 

Such regulations may be specifically directed to the prevention of the characteristics of 
blight and urban decay and may apply only in Urban Conservation districts. 
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Section 4-2400. L - Landmarks. 

4-2401. Purpose.  The purpose of this section is to: 

A.	 Promote the creation and use of Historic Sites, Historic Landmarks, Interior Landmarks, 
and Historic Districts for the educational, cultural, economic, and general welfare of the 
public through the preservation, protection, and regulation of buildings, sites, 
monuments, structures, interiors, and areas of historic interest or importance within the 
City of Springfield; 

B.	 Safeguard the City's historic, aesthetic, and cultural heritage as embodied and reflected in 
such improvements, landscape features, and districts; 

C.	 Preserve and enhance the environmental quality of neighborhoods; 

D.	 Stabilize and improve property values; 

E.	 Strengthen the City's economic base by the stimulation of conservation and reuse of 
historic structures; 

F.	 Insure the harmonious, orderly, and efficient growth and development of the 
municipality; and 

G.	 Foster civic pride in the beauty and the noble accomplishments of the past. 

4-2402.	 Designation of a Historic Site, Historic Landmark, Interior Landmark, or Historic 
District. 

A.	 Criteria for Selection of a Historic Site, Historic Landmark, Interior Landmark, or 
Historic District.  The Landmarks Board shall recommend to the City Council that a site, 
structure, object, or district be designated if the proposed feature(s) meets one or more of 
the following criteria: 

1.	 Has significant character, interest, or value as part of the city, region, state or nation; 
or is associated with the life of a personality significant to the past; or 

2.	 Is the site of a historic event with a significant effect upon the development, heritage 
or cultural characteristics of the city, region, state, or nation; or 

3.	 Exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, social, or historic heritage of the 
community; or 

4.	 Portrays the environment in the era of history characterized by a distinctive 
architectural style; or 
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5.	 Embodies those distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or engineering 
specimen; or 

6.	 Is the work of a designer or architect or contractor whose individual work has 
influenced the development of the city, region, state, or nation; or 

7.	 Contains elements of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship which represent a 
style unique to the past; or 

8.	 Is a part of or related to a square, park or other distinctive area and thus should be 
developed and preserved; or 

9.	 Represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, 
community, or skyline, owing to its unique location or singular physical 
characteristics; or 

10.	 Is part of or related to a distinctive, geographical area which should be developed or 
preserved according to a plan based on cultural, historic or architectural motif; or 

11.	 Has yielded, based upon physical evidence, or is likely to yield information 
important to history or prehistory. 

12.	 In addition, the Landmarks Board shall consider the site, structure, object, or district 
in light of its integrity of: 

a.	 location, 

b.	 design, 

c.	 setting, 

d.	 materials, 

e.	 workmanship, 

f.	 feeling, 

g.	 association, and 

h.	 its suitability for preservation and reuse. 
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B.	 Nomination Procedure.  Nomination of a site, structure, object, interior or district for 
Historic Site, Historic Landmark, Interior Landmark, or Historic District designation may 
be filed by any of the following methods: 

1.	 Nomination by resolution of either the City Council, the Landmarks Board, or the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 

2.	 For a Historic Site, a Historic Landmark, or an Interior Landmark, nomination by 
the owner or owners of all fee interests in the property, or their authorized agent(s). 

3.	 For a Historic District, nomination by a verified petition of the owners or authorized 
agents of at least thirty (30) percent of the property within the proposed district as 
measured by the land area of such property. 

Nominations shall be filed at the City Clerk's office and shall be made on forms or 
pursuant to standards established by the Landmarks Board for this purpose.  Nominations 
for Historic Landmarks, Interior Landmarks or Historic Districts initiated by property 
owners shall be accompanied by fees as required by Section 3-1400 and to cover any 
advertising, notification of property owners, filing and other costs.  The Landmarks 
Board shall notify property owners of the pending nomination and invite their comments. 
Owner consent is not, however, a requirement prior to listing on the Springfield Historic 
Register. The Landmarks Board may call witnesses to present testimony or documentary 
evidence to establish a record regarding the historical, architectural, cultural or 
archaeological importance of the proposed Historic Site, Historic Landmark, Interior 
Landmark, or Historic District. (G.O. 4736, 9-2-97) 

C.	 Landmarks Board Action on Nominations.  The Landmarks Board shall make a 
decision regarding its designation recommendation within a reasonable time, preferably 
at the close of the hearing, provided that if the matter is not decided at the close of the 
hearing and is taken under advisement, no more than twenty-eight (28) days shall elapse 
before a decision is rendered. 

If the Landmarks Board determines that the property does not meet the criteria for 
designation, the nomination will not be forwarded to the City Council unless the 
applicant so requests within ten (10) days of denial by the Landmarks Board. 

For properties meeting the criteria for designation or for properties not meeting the 
criteria but for which the decision has been appealed by the applicant to City Council, the 
Landmarks Board shall prepare and forward to City Council a written recommendation 
concerning the nomination.  The recommendation will include, at a minimum, the 
following items: 

1.	 A statement that the nominated property does or does not meet the criteria for 
designation; 
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2.	 A statement of the attributes of the area or site as such attributes relate to and 
comply with the designation criteria; 

3.	 A statement of the significant exterior architectural features of the nominated 
Historic Site or Historic Landmark or Interior Landmark or types of significant 
exterior architectural features of structures within a nominated Historic District that 
should be protected; 

4.	 A statement of whether or not, in the board's review, the designation is in 
compliance with prior actions of the City Council approving plans and programs.  It 
shall be the duty of the Director of Planning and Development to report to the 
Landmarks Board as to the existence of such plans and programs which might have 
application to the property proposed for designation and further, to offer a 
professional opinion as to whether or not the proposed designation is in accordance 
with such plans and programs; 

5.	 A statement of the relationship of the nominated Historic Site, Historic Landmark, 
Interior Landmark, or Historic District to the ongoing effort of the Landmarks Board 
to identify and nominate all potential areas and structures that meet the criteria for 
designation; 

6.	 A map showing the location of the nominated Historic Site, Historic Landmark, 
Interior Landmark, or the boundaries of the nominated Historic District; 

7.	 A picture or pictures of the nominated Historic Site, Historic Landmark, Interior 
Landmark, or Historic District; 

8.	 A list of property owners of the Historic Site, Historic Landmark, Interior 
Landmark, or Historic District and a statement that all owners of record have been 
notified of the Landmarks Board's consideration of the property for designation. 
Any correspondence - pro or con - concerning property owners' stance on 
designation shall also be attached; and 

9.	 A recommendation that the property should or should not be listed as a Historic Site, 
Historic Landmark, Interior Landmark, or Historic District. 

D.	 Historic Sites Designation and Declaration of Intent to Designate Historic 
Landmarks or Historic Districts.  Upon receipt of the Landmarks Board's 
recommendations, the City Council shall consider the nomination at their next regularly 
scheduled meeting.  The City Council shall: 

1.	 Deny the nomination; or 
2.	 By resolution, designate the property as a Historic Site; or 
3.	 By resolution, declare their intent to designate the property as a Historic Landmark 

or Historic District. 
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The Landmarks Board's recommendation required in Subsection 4-2402.C will be 
attached and made a part of the Historic Site designation or Declaration of Intent to 
Designate resolutions. 

In case of a protest against such nomination, duly signed and acknowledged by the 
Owners of thirty (30) percent or more, either of the area of the land (exclusive of streets 
and alleys) included in such proposed Site, Landmark or District or within an area 
determined by line drawn parallel to and one hundred eighty-five (185) feet distance from 
the boundaries of the nominated Site, Landmark, or District, such resolution shall not 
become effective except by the favorable vote of two-thirds (2/3) of all members of City 
Council. (G.O. 4736, 9-2-97) 

E.	 Effect of Historic Site Designation.  Properties designated as Historic Sites under the 
provisions of this section shall not be altered or demolished in whole or in part unless an 
application for a building or demolition permit is filed with the Director of Building 
Development Services and a Certificate of Appropriateness and/or Certificate of 
Economic Hardship as provided for in Subsections 4-2403 and 4-2404 is granted by the 
Landmarks Board.  Upon approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness and/or Certificate 
of Economic Hardship, or upon the expiration of sixty (60) days from the date of the 
application for the building or demolition permit, the Department of Building 
Development Services shall grant the permit, subject to the requirements of any 
applicable provisions of the code or regulations.  This provision shall not apply to interior 
alterations. 

The provisions of this section shall not apply to the alteration, construction or demolition 
of any structure or feature on a Historic Site where a permit for the performance of such 
work was issued prior to the day that the City Council passed a resolution designating the 
Historic Site and where such permit has not expired or been cancelled or revoked, 
provided that construction or demolition is started and diligently prosecuted to 
completion in accordance with the Building Code. 

F.	 Effect of Declaration of Intent to Designate a Historic Landmark or Historic 
District.  No building or demolition permit shall be issued by the Department of Building 
Development Services for alteration, construction, demolition, or removal of a nominated 
Historic Landmark or of any property or structure within a nominated Historic District 
from the date a resolution declaring intent to designate is passed by City Council until the 
final disposition of the nomination by the City Council unless such construction, 
alteration, removal, or demolition is determined necessary for public health, safety and 
welfare or is approved by the procedures prescribed in Subsections 4-2404 and 4-2405. 
In cases where action is necessary for the public health, safety and welfare, the Director 
of Building Development Services must notify the Landmarks Board prior to issuing a 
building, moving, or demolition permit.  In no event shall this interim control be in place 
for more than one hundred eighty (180) days.  This provision shall not apply to interior 
alterations. 
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The provisions of this section shall not apply to the alteration, construction or demolition 
of any structure or other feature on a Historic Landmark site or within a Historic District 
where a permit for the performance of such work was issued prior to the day the City 
Council passed a resolution declaring their intent to designate the Historic Landmark or 
Historic District and where such permit has not expired or been cancelled or revoked, 
provided that construction or demolition is started and diligently prosecuted to 
completion in accordance with the Building Code. 

G.	 Action Required After Declaration of Intent to Designate a Historic Landmark or 
Historic District.  Upon declaration of their intent to designate a Historic Landmark or 
Historic District, the City Council's resolution concerning the property shall be forwarded 
to the Planning and Zoning Commission for their consideration.  Designation of sites, 
structures, objects or districts for Historic Landmark or Historic District status shall then 
be made in the same manner prescribed for the designation of other zoning districts by 
this code and subject to compliance with this article. 

Notice of consideration of a Historic Landmark or Historic District designation shall be 
the same as is required for consideration of the adoption or amendment of zoning district 
boundaries by the Planning and Zoning Commission as prescribed in Section 3-3700.  As 
part of such notice, the Director of Planning and Development shall notify the owner or 
owners of record of affected properties by mail of the proposed designation, including a 
copy of the proposed designation ordinance, a letter outlining the basis for the 
designation, and the obligations and restrictions which result from such designation. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission shall consider the nomination at their next 
regularly scheduled meeting and shall forward the nomination with its recommendations 
to the City Council.  The resolution declaring the City Council's intent to designate and 
all exhibits pertaining thereto will be attached and made a part of the designating 
ordinance. 

H.	 Effect of Designation as a Historic Landmark or Historic District. Designation of a 
site or tract as a Historic Landmark or Historic District is intended to be an overlay 
zoning district and the regulations imposed by such district shall be in addition to the 
regulations of the underlying zoning district applicable to the subject parcel.  All 
provisions of this section shall be applicable to this district. 

Tracts, structures or sites designated by the City Council as being a Historic Landmark or 
Historic District shall be so noted on the official zoning map of the City. 

I.	 Notification of Designation of Historic Landmark or Historic District. Upon 
designation by the City Council, the City Clerk shall inform the owner or owners of all 
fee interests in the property or properties designated of the designation by registered letter 
and shall also provide proper notice to the Landmarks Board and the Directors of the 
Departments of Planning and Development, Public Works and Building Development 
Services of the City of Springfield.  The City Clerk shall also file a notarized certificate 
of notification or affidavit verifying the designation with the Greene County Recorder of 
Deeds to provide proper chain of title notice of such designation. 

IV-60	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance February 12, 2007 



Div. IV - District Regulations	 Sects. 4-1000–4-4400 

L 
J.	 Authority to Amend or Rescind Decision. The Landmarks Board shall have the 

authority to effect the amendment or repeal of any designation of a site, structure, object 
or 
district in the same manner and according to the same procedure as provided herein for 
the original designation. 

4-2403. Certificate of Appropriateness.

 A.	 When Required. A Certificate of Appropriateness shall be required in the following 
instances before the commencement of exterior work upon any new or existing structure 
or outside work on any site or parcel designated as a Historic Landmark or as being 
within a Historic District except for ordinary maintenance and repair: 

1.	 Any construction, alteration or removal affecting the exterior of a site or structure 
that requires a building or demolition permit from the City of Springfield including 
but not limited to the construction of new structures; 

2.	 A material change to the exterior appearance of existing structures including but not 
limited to additions, reconstruction or alterations, which affects a significant exterior 
feature of a structure as specified in the materials attached to the ordinance 
designating the Historic Landmark or Historic District; 

3.	 Any action resulting in the application of paint to a previously unpainted brick or 
masonry exterior surface or the application of stucco or siding; 

4.	 The construction or enlargement of a driveway or parking area or erection of 
fencing; 

5.	 Work by the City of Springfield or any of its agencies or departments which would 
require a Certificate of Appropriateness if undertaken by a private citizen and any 
Public Improvement Project, which, in the opinion of the Director of Planning and 
Development would affect a Historic Landmark or Historic District. 

6.	 The placement or construction of any building one-hundred (100) square feet or less 
in size upon the premise of a Historic Landmark or within any Historic Landmarks 
District, with the exception of animal enclosures, gazebos, children’s playhouses, 
and green houses, and structures associated with the temporary use of street festivals 
so long as said structures are removed at the expiration of the applicable use permit 
issued by the Director of Building Development Services as established by Section 
5-1200, Temporary Uses. (G.O. 5125, 10/15/01) 

B.	 Administrative Review.  A person who is required to obtain a Certificate of 
Appropriateness shall submit an application to the Director of Planning and 
Development, hereinafter referred to as Director.  Persons desiring to perform work on 
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structures or parcels designated as Historic Landmarks or located within a Historic 
District are encouraged to contact the Director in order to determine if a certificate is 
required. If the application is for work that will have no effect on exterior architectural 
details or is one of any number of items that the Landmarks Board has designated for 
action, then the Director shall review the application and issue or deny a Certificate of 
Appropriateness. Such certificate shall be in addition to all other permits required by the 
City.  If the request is within the Director's jurisdiction and is denied by the Director, the 
applicant may appeal such decision to the Landmarks Board.  Permits required by the 
City involving items requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness shall not be issued by the 
City until the City has issued said certificate, has issued a Certificate of Economic 
Hardship, or in the event of demolition being refused, the requisite time period has 
expired. If the Director determines that the application is for action not designated for 
administrative review, then the Director shall submit the application to the Landmarks 
Board. The Director may require as a condition of processing the application that the 
applicant submit information as determined by the Director.  The Director shall also have 
the authority to refer any building or demolition permit application for structures on a lot 
contiguous to any Historic Landmark or Historic District to the Landmarks Board for the 
sole purpose of review and comment when, in his opinion, the proposed improvements 
would have a significant adverse impact on the Historic Landmark or Historic District. 

C.	 Landmarks Board Review and Action on Certificates of Appropriateness. 
Applications for Certificates of Appropriateness must be complete and be received in the 
Director's office no later than fifteen (15) working days prior to a scheduled Landmarks 
Board meeting.  Signs indicating the proposed action and the time, date and place of the 
hearing shall be posted by the Landmarks Board on the property being considered not 
less than ten (10) days prior to the hearing.  The Landmarks Board shall review the 
application and approve, approve subject to specific conditions, or disapprove the 
certificate based on the guidelines set forth in this section. 

If the certificate is denied, no permit for the work shall be issued and the applicant shall 
not proceed with the work. The Landmarks Board shall state the reasons for denial in 
writing to the applicant and shall also make suggestions in regard to appropriate changes. 

D.	 Review Criteria.  The Landmarks Board in considering whether or not to issue a 
Certificate of Appropriateness shall be guided by the general purpose of this section and 
the following: 

1.	 The Secretary of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation as listed below. 

a. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that 
requires minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its 
site and environment. 

b. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved.  The 
removal of historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that 
characterize a property shall be avoided. 
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c.	 Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and 
use. Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding 
conjectural features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be 
undertaken. 

d.	 Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic 
significance in their own right shall be retained and preserved. 

e.	 Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property shall be preserved. 

f.	 Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced.  Where the 
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new 
feature shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities 
and, where possible, materials.  Replacement of missing features shall be 
substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 

g.	 Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to 
historic materials shall not be used.  The surface cleaning of structures, if 
appropriate, shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 

h.	 Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and 
preserved. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be 
undertaken. 

i.	 New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not 
destroy historic materials that characterize the property.  The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, 
scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property 
and its environment. 

j.	 New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in 
such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of 
the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

2.	 Any design guidelines or standards that the Landmarks Board may establish and 
adopt. 

3.	 For new construction, the Landmarks Board shall also consider the extent to which 
the building or structure would be harmonious with or incongruous to the old and 
historic aspects of the surroundings. It is not the intent of this section to discourage 
contemporary architectural expression or to encourage the emulation of existing 
buildings or structures of historic or architectural interest in specific detail. 
Harmony or incompatibility shall be evaluated in terms of the appropriateness of 
materials, scale, size, height, and placement of a new building or structure in 
relationship to existing buildings and structures and to the setting thereof.  
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4.	 For demolitions, the Landmarks Board shall also consider the following: 

a.	 The degree to which the proposed removal would serve to destroy the integrity 
and continuity of the Historic Landmark or Historic District of which it is part. 

b.	 The nature of the resource as a representative type or style of architecture, 
socio-economic development, historical association or other element of the 
original designation criteria applicable to such structure or site. 

c.	 The condition of the resource from the standpoint of structural integrity and the 
extent of work necessary to stabilize the structure. 

d.	 The ability of the subject structure or site to produce a reasonable economic 
return on investment to its owner, provided, however, that it is specifically 
intended that this factor shall not have exclusive control and effect, but shall be 
considered along with all other criteria contained in this section. 

e.	 The post-demolition plans for the site and the relation of those plans to the 
surrounding area. 

In the event the Landmarks Board concludes that the request, if granted, will have a 
detrimental effect upon the Historic Landmark or Historic District or any adverse 
impact on an historical or architectural resource, then the Landmarks Board shall 
deny the request for a certificate. 

E.	 Certificate of Appropriateness Applications Affecting Archeological Resources. 
With regard to the development of a property containing a designated archaeological 
resource, a Certificate of Appropriateness shall be required prior to the issuance of the 
permit for which the applicant has applied; and further, the following requirements shall 
be satisfied: 

1.	 The applicant shall consult with the State Historic Preservation Officer concerning 
the effect of the proposed action on the site and what action(s) should be undertaken 
to record and/or preserve the site. 

2.	 All development affecting the designated archeological resource shall provide for 
the permanent preservation of the resources or provide for recordation of the site as 
advised by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

3.	 Prior to the hearing by the Landmarks Board for issuance of the Certificate of 
Appropriateness, the applicant shall cause to have presented the comments and 
recommendations of the State Historic Preservation Officer with respect to the 
resource under consideration and the application which would affect it. 
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F.	 Work Required to Conform with Certificate of Appropriateness.  Work performed 
pursuant to the issuance of a Certificate shall conform to the requirements of such 
certificate, if any.  The Director of Building Development Services shall inspect from 
time to time any work performed pursuant to a certificate to assure such compliance.  In 
the event that such work is not in compliance, the Director of Building Development 
Services shall issue a stop work order.  A certificate shall become void unless 
construction is commenced within one-hundred-eighty (180) days of date of issue.  All 
City licenses shall be issued on condition that the person owning or occupying the 
premises will comply with conditions, if any, in the certificate. 

G.	 Applicant's Action if Application is Denied.  In the event that a certificate is denied, the 
applicant may: 

1.	 Produce new evidence supporting his proposal and resubmit the application within 
ten (10) working days of denial by the Landmarks Board; or 

2.	 Wait one-hundred-eighty (180) days and resubmit the application; or 

3.	 Apply for a Certificate of Economic Hardship; or 

4.	 File an appeal to the Board of Adjustment within fifteen (15) days of the denial by 
the Landmarks Board; or 

5.	 If the request is for a demolition permit, the applicant may also wait one-hundred
eighty (180) days, at which time said demolition permit shall be issued unless the 
City Council has extended the time for demolition.  The Landmarks Board may 
request that the demolition be delayed for an additional one-hundred-twenty (120) 
days by action of the City Council.  The City Council may, after receipt of such 
request, hold a public hearing and delay the demolition for an additional 
one-hundred-twenty (120) days. 

H.	 Board's Action During Demolition Delay.  In the event the demolition is delayed as 
provided in Subsection 4-2403 G.5., the Board shall take such steps as it deems necessary 
to preserve the structure concerned in accordance with the purposes of this section.  Such 
steps shall include, but shall not be limited to, consultation with civic groups, public 
agencies and interested citizens, recommendations for acquisition of property by public 
or private bodies or agencies and exploration of the possibility of moving one or more 
structures or other features to an appropriate location with respect to the integrity of the 
structure or features. (G.O. 4519) 

4-2404. Certificate of Economic Hardship. 

A.	 Application Procedure. Application for a Certificate of Economic Hardship shall be 
submitted to the Director of Planning and Development.  Applications for Certificates of 
Economic Hardship must be complete and received in the Director's office no later than 
fifteen (15) working days prior to a scheduled Landmarks Board meeting.  Signs 
indicating the proposed action and the time, date and place of the hearing shall be posted 
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by the Landmarks Board on the property being considered not less than ten (10) days 
prior to the hearing. 

B.	 Review Criteria.  The Landmarks Board will review the application at a public hearing 
and may solicit expert testimony or require that the applicant for a Certificate of 
Economic Hardship make submissions concerning any or all of the following information 
before it makes a determination on the application. 

1.	 Estimate of the cost of the proposed construction, alteration, demolition or removal 
and an estimate of any additional cost that would be incurred to comply with the 
recommendations of the Landmarks Board for changes necessary for the issuance of 
a Certificate of Appropriateness. 

2.	 A report from a licensed engineer or architect with experience in recognized historic 
property rehabilitation, as to the structural soundness of any structures on the 
property and their suitability for rehabilitation. 

3.	 A report from a state-certified real estate appraiser as to the estimated market value 
of the property in its current condition, after completion of the proposed 
construction, alteration, demolition or removal, after any changes recommended by 
the Landmarks Board and, in the case of a proposed demolition, after renovation of 
the existing property for continued use. 

4.	 In the case of a proposed demolition, an estimate from an architect, developer, real 
estate consultant, appraiser or other real estate professional, experienced in 
recognized historic property rehabilitation, as to the economic feasibility of 
rehabilitation or reuse of the existing structure on the property. 

5.	 If the property is income-producing, the annual gross income from the property for 
the previous two (2) years, itemized operation and maintenance expenses for the 
previous two (2) years, and depreciation deduction and annual cash flow before and 
after debt service, if any, during the same period. 

6.	 All appraisals obtained within the previous two (2) years by the owner or applicant 
in connection with the purchase, financing or ownership of the property. 

7.	 Any listing of the property for sale or rent, price asked and offers received, if any, 
within the previous two (2) years. 

8.	 Assessed value of the property according to the two (2) most recent assessments. 

9.	 Real estate taxes for the previous two (2) years. 

10.	 Form of ownership or operation of the property, whether sole proprietorship, for 
profit or not for profit corporation, limited partnership, joint venture, or other. 
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11.	 Amount paid for the property, date of purchase, and the party from whom 

purchased, including a description of the relationship, if any, between the owner of 
record or applicant and the person from whom the property was purchased, and any 
terms of financing between the seller and buyer. 

12.	 Annual debt service, if any, for the previous two years. 

13.	 Any consideration by the owner as to profitable adaptive uses for the property. 

14.	 Replacement construction plans for the property in question.  Post-demolition plans 
shall include, but are not limited to, drawings or sketches with sufficient detail to 
show the exterior appearance and architectural design of the proposed building or 
use, but does not require construction documents to be completed. 

15.	 Financial proof of the ability to complete the replacement project, which may 
include but not be limited to a performance bond, a letter of credit, a trust for 
completion of improvements, or a letter of commitment from a financial institution. 

16.	 Any other information considered necessary by the Landmarks Board to a 
determination as to whether the property does yield or may yield a reasonable return 
to the owners. 

C.	 Landmarks Board Review and Action.  The Landmarks Board shall review all 
information and shall either approve, approve subject to conditions, or deny the 
application for a Certificate of Economic Hardship.  A Certificate of Economic Hardship 
shall be issued when the structure or part thereof has degenerated beyond feasible limits 
for rehabilitation or rehabilitation is impracticable and there is an economic hardship. 

If approved, the Director of the Department of Building Development Services will be 
instructed to issue a building or demolition permit, as requested, for the proposed work 
unless an appeal of the decision to the Board of Adjustment is filed within fifteen (15) 
days of the decision.  If denied, the applicant shall have the right to appeal the decision to 
the Board of Adjustment.  The Board of Adjustment shall conduct a full and impartial 
hearing on the matter before rendering a decision.  The same standards shall be applied 
by the Board of Adjustment as established herein.  The Board of Adjustment may affirm, 
reverse, or modify the decision of the Landmarks Board in whole or in part. 

4-2405. Public Safety. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the construction, alteration, or demolition 
of any site, building, structure, object, or district, or part thereof, deemed necessary or ordered 
by the City Council or the Director of Building Development Services to ensure public safety. 
The Director of Building Development Services shall consult with the Landmarks Board prior 
to issuing any such order affecting a designated Historic Site or Historic Landmark or property 
within a Historic District to ensure that all alternatives have been considered. 
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4-2406.	 Enforcement and Penalties.  Enforcement and penalties shall be as required by Section 
3-1500 of this Article. 

4-2407.	 Responsibility.  Any person who shall own a designated Site or Landmark or site or structure 
within an Historic District shall be jointly and severally responsible for compliance with the 
provisions of this section. 

4-2408.	 Interpretation.   Questions of interpretation of this section may be referred to the 
Administrative Review Committee. 

Section 4-2500. PD - Planned Development District. 

4-2501.	 Authority.  Upon enactment of an ordinance by the City Council, a Development Plan for a 
Planned Development district may be approved in any district in the City of Springfield, 
subject to the procedures and standards in this Section. 

4-2502.	 Purpose.  The intent of the Planned Development (PD) district is to encourage more creative 
and imaginative design than generally is possible under conventional zoning regulations. 

It is intended to permit upon application and upon approval of site and use plans, the creation 
of PD districts. Suitability of such tracts for the PD district designation shall be determined by 
and shall be made in accordance with the comprehensive plan and designed to lessen 
congestion in the streets, to secure safety from fire, panic and other dangers, to promote health 
and the general welfare, to provide adequate light and air, to prevent the over-crowding of 
land, to avoid undue concentration of population, to preserve features of historical 
significance, to facilitate the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, 
parks, other public requirements, and with a reasonable consideration being given to among 
other things, the character of the district and its peculiar suitability for particular uses and with 
a view to conserving the land throughout the city. 

The procedures herein established are intended to substitute procedural protections for 
substantive regulations in recognition of the fact that traditional density, bulk, spacing and use 
regulations, which may be useful in protecting the character of substantially developed areas, 
may impose inappropriate and unduly rigid restrictions upon the development or 
redevelopment of parcels which lend themselves to an individual, planned approach.  In 
addition, a development plan should be designed to ensure that the following general goals 
will be achieved. 

A. 	 The proposed development shall be of such design that it will promote achievement of 
the stated purposes of the Springfield Comprehensive Plan. 

B.	 The development will efficiently utilize the available land, and will protect and preserve 
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to the extent possible, natural features of the land such as trees, streams and topographic 
features. 

C.	 The development shall provide for harmonious and coherent site and building design 
that creates a sense of place. 

D. 	 The development  will be located in an area in which transportation, police and fire 
protection, other public facilities and public utilities, including sewerage, are or will be 
available and adequate for the uses proposed; provided, however, that the applicant may 
make provision for such facilities or utilities which are not presently available. 

E.	 In determining whether a proposed PD district should be approved, the Planning and 
Zoning Commission and the City Council should consider the extent to which the 
proposed development plan is consistent with the Springfield Comprehensive Plan and 
the other adopted plans and policies of the City. 

F.	 To achieve these purposes, the requirements for a PD district may vary from, and be 
either more or less restrictive than, the requirements of other district regulations in this 
Article. 

4-2503.	 Effect of Planned Development District Approval.  Approval of a PD district shall 
constitute an amendment to the zoning ordinance.  Designation of a property as a PD district 
in accordance with an approved development plan shall supersede all existing and prior 
zoning classifications. Such property shall for zoning purposes be identified by the letters PD 
followed by an identifying number. 

4-2504.	 Uses and Densities Permitted.  The Development Plan shall specify both for the project as a 
whole and/or for subareas within the project, as appropriate, those principal and accessory 
uses and development densities that are to be permitted. The City Council may include or 
exclude uses from the Development Plan or include uses with attached conditions as 
appropriate to achieve the intent of these provisions. In making its determination of the uses 
and development densities to be permitted within the PD district, the Council may consider the 
compatibility and relationship of uses within the project, the compatibility and relationship of 
permitted uses adjoining or in proximity to the PD district, the appropriateness of permitted 
uses for the area in general and their overall impact on the community, and the consistency of 
the permitted uses with the Springfield Comprehensive Plan and other adopted plans and 
policies. (G.O. 4519) 

4-2505.	 Application.  An application for approval of a development plan may be filed by the owner 
of, or any person having a contractual interest in, the property which is the subject of the 
application. 

4-2506.	 Procedure.  Applications for PD district designation shall be processed pursuant to a 
three-step review process as specified in this section.  The three-step process shall include: 

A.	 A sketch plan; 

February 12, 2007	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance IV-69 



Div. IV - District Regulations	 Sects. 4-1000–4-4400 

PD


B.	 A Preliminary Development Plan; and 

C.	 A Final Development Plan. 

4-2507.	 Sketch Plan.  Prior to filing a Preliminary Development Plan, the applicant shall prepare a 
sketch plan of the proposed planned development for  review by the Director of Planning and 
Development, or his deputy, and such other City department heads, or their deputies, as may 
be desirable. The Director of Planning and Development shall coordinate sketch plan review 
of the proposed planned development.  Upon completion of the sketch plan review, the 
Director of Planning and Development shall provide the applicant with written comments with 
respect to the proposed planned development and shall also provide such recommendations as 
may inform and assist the applicant in preparing an application for approval of a PD district. 

4-2508.	 Preliminary Development Plan. 

A.	 Purpose and Effect. The Preliminary Development Plan is intended to provide the 
applicant with an opportunity to submit a plan showing the basic concept, character and 
nature of the entire proposed planned development without becoming involved in the 
preparation of detailed development plans or engineering drawings.  In order to permit 
the City and the applicant to proceed with some assurance, approval of the Preliminary 
Development Plan binds the applicant and the City with respect to the following 
development constraints: 

1.	 Categories of uses to be permitted; 

2.	 Overall maximum density of residential uses and intensity of non-residential 
uses; 

3.	 General location of vehicular and pedestrian circulation systems; 

4.	 General location and extent of public and private open space; 

5.	 General location of residential and non-residential land uses; and 

6.	 Staging of development. 

B.	 Application.  Upon completion of the sketch plan requirements, an application for a 
Preliminary Development Plan may be submitted.  Five (5) copies of applications for 
approval of a Preliminary Development Plan shall be submitted to the Director of 
Planning and Development. 

The application for a Preliminary Development Plan shall be in such form and shall 
contain such information and documentation as shall be prescribed from time to time by 
the Director of Planning and Development in written rules but shall in all instances 
contain at least the following information and documentation, which information and 
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documentation, taken together, shall constitute a Preliminary Development Plan: 

1.	 The applicant's name and address and his interest in the subject property. 

2.	 The owner's name and address, if different than the applicant, and the owner's 
signed consent to the filing of the application. 

3.	 The names and addresses of all professional consultants advising the applicant 
with respect to the proposed planned development. 

4.	 The legal description of the subject property. 

5.	 The names and addresses, provided on legal-size envelopes, for all owners of 
property within one-hundred-eighty-five (185) feet of the subject property.  The 
names and addresses shall be compiled by an abstract company or attorney at 
law. 

6.	 The zoning district classification and present use of the subject property. 

7.	 One (1) or more maps at a scale of not less than one (1) inch to two-hundred 
(200) feet delineating the existing physical characteristics of the site, including: 

a.	 Topography at contours not more than five (5) feet; 

b.	 Slopes of fifteen (15) percent or more; 

c.	 Property boundary lines and dimensions; available utilities; and 
easements, roadways, rail lines and public rights-of-way crossing and 
adjacent to the subject property. 

d.	 Water courses, drainage ways, sinkholes, groundwater recharge areas, 
ponds, lakes and bodies of water; 

e.	 A generalized description of vegetation and tree cover; 

f.	 Marshes and flood plains, including the delineation of the 100-year 
floodplain, where applicable; 

g.	 Drainage patterns; 

h.	 Other physical features that may affect the development of the property 
that the applicant may wish to delineate. 

8.	 A map depicting both the existing development of the subject property and 
appropriate adjacent property and showing the approximate location of existing 
streets, property lines, easements, water mains and storm and sanitary sewers. 
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9. A written statement, with supporting graphics, generally describing the overall 
concept of the proposed planned development, the market which it is intended to 
serve, and its relationship to the Springfield Comprehensive Plan; the uses 
included and any limitations upon uses; a description of the general architectural 
design or theme to be employed; building types and prototypical site layouts, if 
appropriate; any proposed agreement, dedications or easements; any proposed 
private covenants and restrictions; and any other information required by this 
Article or pertinent to a determination of compliance with this Article. 

10. One (1) or more maps at a scale of not less than one (1) inch to two-hundred 
(200) feet and a written description of the proposed planned development 
describing the following features of the project: 

a. A general land use plan with a description of the type, location and nature 
of land use within each area of the development; 

b. A proposed traffic circulation concept which illustrates both external and 
internal trafficways related  to the development, including proposed 
right-of-ways, travel lanes and other transportation improvements; 

c. A generalized layout and description of water service, sanitary sewerage, 
utilities, refuse collection, management of stormwater runoff and similar 
essential services; 

d. A generalized landscape plan for the development, including the buffer 
and perimeter areas; 

e. A delineation and description of the minimum open space areas, including 
the buffer and perimeter area; 

f. A description of screening and berming adjacent to existing residential 
areas; and 

g. A sign plan that coordinates the size, location, illumination, and relation 
to surrounding uses of signs within the proposed planned development. 

11. A tabulation of the following information: 

a. The approximate total number of dwelling units proposed  by type of 
structure and approximate number of bedrooms for multi-family units; 

b. The approximate total square feet of building floor area proposed for non
residential uses by general type of use; 

c. The total land area, expressed in acres and as a percent of the total 
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development area, proposed to be devoted to residential and non
residential uses, by type of structure; streets; and off-street parking and 
loading areas; and 

d.	 The proposed number of off-street parking and loading spaces for each 
proposed type of land use. 

12.	 If the planned development is proposed for construction in phases during a 
period extending beyond a single construction season, a proposed and tentative 
schedule for the development of such phases shall be submitted, stating the 
approximate beginning and completion date for each phase, the proportion of the 
total public and private open space and the proportion of each type of proposed 
land use to be provided or constructed during each such phase; and the overall 
chronology of development to be followed from phase to phase.  All public 
improvements directly related to each phase shall be completed at the time the 
phase is developed and improvements serving the proposed planned development 
as a whole and any adjoining area in the planned development shall be completed 
in a sequence assuring full utility of the planned development as a whole and all 
areas within the planned development. All public improvements shall also be 
completed so that future public improvements required by this Article and other 
applicable ordinances of the city are not compromised or rendered unduly 
difficult. 

13.	 Evidence that the applicant has sufficient control over the subject property to 
effectuate the proposed planned development, including a statement of all legal, 
beneficial, tenancy and contractual interests held in or affecting the subject 
property and including a current certified abstract of title or commitment for title 
insurance. 

14.	 A traffic impact analysis indicating the relationship of the proposed development 
to traffic and road use and plans in the immediate surrounding area. 

C.	 Public Notice and Hearing Before Planning and Zoning Commission. After giving 
the notice required by Section 3-3800, a public hearing on the development plan shall 
be set, advertised and conducted by the Planning and Zoning Commission within 
twenty-eight (28) days of the filing of a complete application in accordance with the 
provisions of this section. 

D.	 Action by Planning and Zoning Commission. Within thirty (30) days following the 
conclusion of the public hearing, unless a delay is requested by the applicant, the 
Planning and Zoning Commission shall transmit to the City Council its 
recommendation that the Preliminary Development Plan either be approved, be 
approved subject to modifications, or not be approved.  In considering the Preliminary 
Development Plan and formulating its recommendation, the Planning Commission shall 
be guided by the standards made applicable to proposed planned developments by 
Subsection 4-2502. 
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The failure of the Planning and Zoning Commission to act within thirty (30) days 
following the conclusion of such hearing, or such longer period as may be agreed to by 
the applicant, shall be deemed a recommendation for the denial of the Preliminary 
Development Plan as submitted. 

E.	 Public Notice and Hearing Before City Council. After giving the notice required by 
Section 3-3800, a public hearing on the proposed development plan shall be set, 
advertised and conducted by City Council within forty-five (45) days of action or 
failure to act by Planning and Zoning Commission in accordance with the provisions of 
this section. 

F.	 Action by City Council. Within thirty (30) days following the conclusion of the public 
hearing, unless a delay is requested by the applicant, the City Council shall either refuse 
to approve the Preliminary Development Plan; shall refer it back to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission for further consideration of specified matters; or shall, by 
ordinance duly adopted, approve the Preliminary Development Plan, with or without 
modifications to be accepted by the applicant as a condition of such approval; provided, 
however, that if such plan is approved with modifications, no application for approval 
of a final development plan shall be filed or considered until the applicant has filed with 
the Director of Planning and Development his written consent to such modifications.  In 
the event the City Council shall fail to act within the time limit herein specified, the 
Preliminary Development Plan shall be deemed finally denied. 

Within seven (7) days of the City Council's action, or its failure to act as above 
provided, the Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Commission shall mail notice 
thereof to all parties entitled thereto. 

G.	 Action by Applicant. When a Preliminary Development Plan has been approved, or 
approved with modifications acceptable to the applicant, the applicant shall proceed to 
file a Final Development Plan in accordance with the provisions of Subsection 4-2508 
below. 

H.	 Effect of Preliminary Development Plan Approval. Unless the applicant shall fail to 
meet time schedules for filing a final development plan or plans or shall fail to proceed 
with development in accordance with the plans as approved or shall in any other 
manner fail to comply with any condition of this Section or any approval granted 
pursuant to it, a Preliminary Development Plan which has been approved, or approved 
with modifications which have been accepted by the applicant, shall not be modified, 
revoked or otherwise impaired, pending the application for approval of a final 
development plan or plans, by any action of the city without the consent of the 
applicant. 

I.	 Standards for Approval of a Preliminary Development Plan. A Preliminary 
Development Plan shall contain at least the following provisions: 
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a.	 For non-residential development, the intensity of development may be 
regulated: 

(1)	 by specifying a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) or Ratios; 

(2)	 by specifying maximum square footage or gross leasable area; 

(3)	 by specifying setbacks, height and bulk restrictions; or 

(4)	 by a combination of such restrictions for the project as a whole or 
for components or subareas within the project. In addition, non
residential Preliminary Development Plans may specify 
performance standards to be imposed on the project and 
restrictions regarding the location and nature of industrial, 
commercial and other non-residential activities.  In making its 
determination regarding the intensity of development and 
appropriate performance standards, the City Council may 
consider the 
character and scale of similar development, the character and 
scale of surrounding development and the area in general, the real 
or anticipated impact on public facilities and services. 

b.	 The maximum number of dwelling units permitted shall be computed 
based on the requirements of Subsection 4-2504.B.  The permitted number 
of dwelling units may be distributed in any manner over the residential 
portion of the project consistent with the intent and provisions of this 
section. The Preliminary Development Plan shall specify distribution of 
residential density for the project as a whole or for subareas within the 
project. In making its determination regarding the distribution of 
residential densities, the City Council may consider the compatibility of 
residential densities with other uses within the district as well as outside 
the district, the impact of residential densities on public facilities and 
services. 

2.	 Uses Permitted. For non-residential development the specific uses shall be 
listed. For residential uses the types of dwellings shall be listed. 

3.	 Bulk, Area and Height Requirements. The Preliminary Development Plan 
shall specify bulk, area and height restrictions for the project as a whole or for 
sub-areas and/or components of the project. In making its determination 
regarding such restrictions, the Council may consider the character and scale of 
the proposed development as it relates to other uses and structures both within 
the district and outside the district, and the general character and scale of similar 
development within the area of the proposal. 

4.	 Public Facilities. The Preliminary Development Plan shall specify conditions, 
restrictions and standards relating to the timely provision of necessary public 
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facilities. In making its determination regarding such conditions, restrictions and 
standards, the Council may consider the adequacy of existing facilities, the 
timely provision of adequate facilities, the impact of the proposed development 
on existing and/or planned facilities and the overall cost to the community. 

5.	 Access to Public Thoroughfares. The Preliminary Development Plan shall 
specify the location and general design of ingress and egress to the project along 
with any proposed access restrictions.  The City Council may impose such access 
standards and restrictions as are necessary to protect the integrity and function of 
the City's thoroughfare system and to insure the safe and efficient circulation of 
vehicles and pedestrians within the PD district. In making its determination 
regarding such access standards and restrictions, the Council may consider the 
classification and function of the thoroughfare system, existing and projected 
volumes, the condition and design of the affected thoroughfares, the effect of the 
proposed development on traffic flow and circulation patterns and the 
consistency with the Springfield Comprehensive Plan and other adopted plans 
and policies. 

6.	 Off-Street Parking and Loading Requirements. Unless specifically modified 
by the Preliminary Development Plan, the off-street parking and loading 
requirements imposed by this Article shall apply.  Reductions in off-street 
parking and loading standards may be approved only if it can be demonstrated 
that parking demand will be less due to design and/or occupancy characteristics 
of the project and/or the availability of public transportation. 

7.	 Sign Requirements. The sign plan shall be approved only if the general intent 
of the sign regulations, Section 5-1400, regarding size, location, illumination, 
structural integrity and relation to surrounding uses is satisfied. 

8.	 Landscaping and Perimeter Treatment. The Preliminary Development Plan 
shall specify the design and arrangement of landscaping on all open space areas 
in the PD district, and on all buffer and perimeter areas provided to mitigate the 
impact of the project upon adjoining properties and/or to achieve an appropriate 
transition between land uses and densities. The City Council may impose such 
standards and requirements for perimeter treatment it deems necessary to protect 
adjoining properties from adverse effects and to achieve an appropriate transition 
of land uses and densities. 
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4-2509. Final Development Plan. 

A.	 Purpose. The Final Development Plan is intended to particularize, refine and 
implement the Preliminary Development Plan. A Final Development Plan may be 
submitted for the entire planned development or in phases as approved in the 
Preliminary Development Plan. 

When approving the Preliminary Development Plan, the City Council may permit 
review and approval of the Final Development Plan in its entirety or for specified 
portions of the project by the Planning and Zoning Commission or the Administrative 
Review Committee. Administrative review and approval shall be granted only if the 
Preliminary Development Plan offers sufficient detail and assurances to adequately 
safeguard the public interest, or review procedures normally required by other 
regulations would offer adequate review to safeguard the public interest. Administrative 
review and approval shall not be construed to waive review procedures otherwise 
required by City ordinances. 

B.	 Application. Upon approval of the Preliminary Development Plan, the applicant shall 
submit an application for Final Development Plan approval to the Director of Planning 
and Development. The application for Final Development Plan may include the entire 
area included in the approved Preliminary Development Plan or one or more stages or 
units thereof in accordance with a staging plan approved as part of the Preliminary 
Development Plan. The application shall contain a plan which refines, implements and 
is in substantial conformity with the approved Preliminary Development Plan, and shall 
contain such information and documentation as shall be prescribed from time to time by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission but shall in all instances contain at least the 
following information and documentation, which information and documentation, taken 
together, shall constitute a Final Development Plan: 

1.	 The applicant's name and address and his interest in the subject property. 

2.	 The owner's name and address, if different than the applicant, and the owner's 
signed consent to the filing of the application. 

3.	 A legal description of the property for which Final Development Plan approval is 
sought. 

4.	 The date on which Preliminary Development Plan approval was granted. 

5.	 A preliminary plat of subdivision that includes a survey certified by a registered 
land surveyor.  A survey shall be required even if a plat is not necessary. 

6.	 A tabulation of the following information with respect to the area included in the 
Final Development Plan: 
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a.	 The total number of dwelling units proposed, by type of structure and 
number of bedrooms for multi-family; 

b.	 The total square feet of building floor area proposed for non-residential 
uses by general type of use; 

c.	 The total land area, expressed in acres and as a percent of the total 
development area, proposed to be devoted to residential uses, by type of 
structure; non-residential uses; public and private open space; streets; and 
off-street parking and loading areas; and 

d.	 The proposed number of off-street parking and loading spaces for each 
proposed type of land use. 

7.	 A landscape plan specifying the design, description and arrangement of 
landscaping for all open space, buffer and perimeter areas in the PD district, 
including materials and techniques to be used.  A statement and plan of the 
proposed treatment of the buffer and perimeter areas of the proposed planned 
development, including materials and techniques to be used.  The plan shall be 
approved only if the general intent of the screening and fencing regulations, 
Section 6-1000, and landscaping and bufferyard regulations, Section 6-1200, is 
satisfied. 

8.	 When the proposed planned development, or stage thereof, includes provisions 
for public or private open space or service facilities, a statement describing the 
provision that is to be made for the dedication or care and maintenance of such 
open space or service facilities. If it is proposed that such open space be owned 
or maintained by any entity other than a  governmental authority, copies of the 
proposed articles of incorporation and by-laws of such entity shall be submitted. 

9.	 Copies of any restrictive covenants that are to be recorded with respect to 
property included in the Final Development Plan. 

10.	 Utility plans, indicating placement of water mains, sanitary and storm sewerage, 
gas, electric and telephone lines, and related facilities. 

11.	 A statement summarizing all changes which have been made in any document, 
plan, data or information previously submitted, together with revised copies of 
any such document, plan or date. 

12.	 Proof of recording any easements and restrictive covenants prior to the sale of 
any land or structure or portion thereof within the planned development and of 
the establishment and activation of any entity that is to be responsible for the 
management and maintenance of any public or private common open space or 
service facility. 
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13.	 All certificates, seals and signatures required for the dedication of land and 
recordation of documents. 

14.	 Such other and further information as the Planning and Zoning Commission and 
City Council shall find necessary to a full consideration of the entire proposed 
planned development or any stage or unit thereof. 

C.	 Substantial Conformity Defined.  A Final Development Plan shall be deemed not to 
be in substantial conformity with an approved Preliminary Development Plan if it: 

1.	 Increases by more than five (5) percent from the maximum density, approved in 
the Preliminary Development Plan, except that in no event shall the maximum 
density exceed the density permitted for the underlying district by Subsection 
4-2504.B. 

2.	 Increases by more than five (5) percent the maximum floor area to be devoted to 
any residential or non-residential use; 

3.	 Increases height by more than five (5) percent. 

4.	 Decreases by more than five (5) percent the area approved for public and private 
open space or changes the general location of such areas; 

5.	 Relocates approved circulation elements to any extent that would decrease the 
ability of such elements to function efficiently, adversely affect their relation to 
surrounding lands and circulation elements, or would reduce their effectiveness 
as buffers or amenities; 

6.	 Significantly alters the arrangement of land uses within the planned development; 

7.	 Violates any provision of the codes and ordinances applicable to the proposed 
planned development; or 

8.	 Departs from the Preliminary Development Plan in any other manner which the 
Planning and Zoning Commission or City Council shall, based on stated findings 
and conclusions, find to materially alter the plan or concept for the proposed 
planned development. 

D.	 Action by Administrative Review Committee. When administrative review and 
approval has been granted in the Preliminary Development Plan, within thirty (30) days 
following the submission of a complete application for the Final Development Plan, or 
such longer period as may be agreed to by the applicant, the Administrative Review 
Committee shall review the plan with respect to its conformity to the approved 
Preliminary Development Plan; with respect to the merit or lack of merit of any 
departure of the Final Development Plan from substantial conformity with the 
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Preliminary Development Plan; and with respect to compliance of the Final 
Development Plan with any conditions imposed by approval of the Preliminary 
Development Plan, and with the provisions of this Article and all other applicable 
federal, state and city codes, ordinances and regulations. 

If the Administrative Review Committee finds that there is substantial conformity 
between such plans and shall further find the Final Development Plan to be in all other 
respects complete and in compliance with any conditions imposed by approval of the 
Preliminary Development Plan, and with the provisions of this Article and all other 
applicable, federal, state and city codes, ordinances and regulations, it shall approve the 
Final Development Plan.  Administrative Review Committee action shall constitute 
final approval of the Final Development Plan. 

If the Administrative Review Committee shall find that the Final Development Plan 
lacks substantial conformity to the Preliminary Development Plan but merits approval 
notwithstanding such lack of conformity, it shall transmit such plan to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission together with its recommendation that the Final Development Plan 
be approved. 

In any case, where the Administrative Review Committee finds that the Final 
Development Plan lacks substantial conformity to the Preliminary Development Plan 
and does not merit approval, it shall transmit such plan to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, together with its recommendation that the Final Development Plan not be 
approved. 

E.	 Action by Planning and Zoning Commission. Within forty-five (45) days following 
the submission by the applicant or referral from the Administrative Review Committee 
of a complete application for the Final Development Plan, or such longer period as may 
be agreed to by the applicant, the Planning and Zoning Commission shall review the 
plan with respect to its conformity to the approved Preliminary Development Plan; with 
respect to the merit or lack of merit of any departure of the Final Development Plan 
from substantial conformity with the Preliminary Development Plan; and with respect 
to compliance of the Final Development Plan with any conditions imposed by approval 
of the Preliminary Development Plan, and with the provisions of this Article and all 
other applicable federal, state and city codes, ordinances and regulations. 

If the Planning and Zoning Commission finds that there is substantial conformity 
between such plans and shall further find the Final Development Plan to be in all other 
respects complete and in compliance with any conditions imposed by approval of the 
Preliminary Development Plan, and with the provisions of this Article and all other 
applicable, federal, state and city codes, ordinances and regulations, it shall approve the 
Final Development Plan.  Planning and Zoning Commission action shall constitute final 
approval of the Final Development Plan. 

If the Planning and Zoning Commission shall find that the Final Development Plan 
lacks substantial conformity to the Preliminary Development Plan but merits approval 

IV-80	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance February 12, 2007 



Div. IV - District Regulations	 Sects. 4-1000–4-4400 

notwithstanding such lack of conformity, it shall transmit such plan to the City Council 
together with its recommendation that the Final Development Plan be approved. 

In any case, where the Planning and Zoning Commission finds that the Final 
Development Plan lacks substantial conformity to the Preliminary Development Plan 
and does not merit approval, it shall transmit such plan to the City Council, together 
with its recommendation that the Final Development Plan not be approved. The failure 
of the Commission to act within the aforesaid time period shall be deemed a 
recommendation to the City Council to deny the Final Development Plan as submitted. 

F.	 Action by City Council. Within forty-five (45) days, or such longer period as may be 
agreed to by the applicant, following the action of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, or its failure to act as provided, the City Council shall either refuse to 
approve the Final Development Plan, shall refer it back to the Planning Commission for 
further consideration of specified matters; or shall, by ordinance duly adopted, approve 
the Final Development Plan, with or without modifications to be accepted by the 
applicant, as a condition of such approval. The failure of the City Council to act within 
the aforesaid time period shall be deemed a final denial of Final Development Plan 
approval. 

G.	 Notice and Recording of Final Development Plan. Within seven (7) days following 
the final disposition of an application for Final Development Plan approval, the 
Secretary of the Planning and Zoning Commission shall mail notice thereof to the 
applicant and to all city officials, departments, bureaus, boards and commissions whose 
duties might be affected by such disposition. When a Final Development plan is 
approved, the Secretary shall, within ten (10) days of its approval, file a copy of the 
entire Final Development Plan in the permanent records of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 

4-2510.	 Building and Other Permits.  Upon, but not before, receiving notice from the Secretary of 
the Planning and Zoning Commission that the Final Development Plan has been approved, 
and upon application by the applicant, all appropriate officials of the city may issue building 
and other permits to the applicant for development, construction and other work in the area 
encompassed by the approved Final Development Plan; provided, however, that no such 
permit shall be issued unless the appropriate official is first satisfied that the requirements of 
any codes or ordinances of the city have been met which are applicable to the permit sought. 

4-2511.	 Adjustments to Plan During Development.  During the construction of a planned 
development, the Administrative Review Committee may authorize minor adjustments to the 
Final Development Plan when such adjustments appear necessary in light of technical or 
engineering considerations first discovered during actual development. 

4-2512.	 Amendments to Final Development Plan.  In addition to the minor adjustments authorized 
by Subsection 4-2511 above, an approved Final Development Plan may be amended, varied or 
altered in the same manner, and subject to the same limitations, as any other regulation 
established by this Article.  In addition, an approved Final Development Plan may be amended 
or altered pursuant to the procedures established by this Section for its original approval. 
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4-2513.	 Compliance with Final Development Plan.  The construction and operation of a planned 
development shall be in compliance with the approved Final Development Plan at all times. 
(G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

Section 4-2600. AO - Airport Overlay Districts 

4-2601.	 Purpose.  The Airport Overlay Districts are intended to regulate the development of noise-
sensitive land uses to promote compatibility between the Springfield Regional Airport and the 
surrounding land uses, to protect the Springfield Regional Airport from incompatible 
development and to promote the health, safety, and general welfare of property users. 

4-2602.	 Noise Zones. For the purpose of this section, certain areas within the City of Springfield are 
established as zones subject to significant noise from aircraft.  These zones shall be known 
and designated sixty-five (65) through sixty-nine (69) Ldn and the seventy (70) and greater 
Ldn noise zones; both areas being shown on the Official Zoning Map. 

Abbreviated 
Designation Zoning District Name Ldn Designation 

AO-1 Airport Overlay District-1 65 through 69 Ldn contour 
AO-2 Airport Overlay District-2 70 Ldn and greater 

4-2603.	 Airport Zones. 

A.	 In addition to the areas designated in Subsection 4-2602, the airport zones as defined in 
paragraph B below and the Airport Zoning Law, Chapter 305, Missouri State Statutes 
shall be shown on the Official Zoning Map and designated AO-3 where the airport 
zones extend outside the seventy (70) Ldn noise zone. 

B.	 The airport zones shall be defined as follows: 

Beginning at a point on the end of any runway and on the centerline 
of the runway; thence to the right a distance of five-hundred (500) 
feet on a course perpendicular to said centerline to a point; thence to a 
point two-thousand (2,000) feet to the right of and perpendicular to 
the centerline extended which point is directly opposite a point ten-
thousand (10,000) feet from the end of the runway on the said 
centerline extended away from the runway; thence to a point two-
thousand (2,000) feet to the left of and perpendicular to the centerline 
extended which point is directly opposite a point ten- thousand 
(10,000) feet from the end of the runway on the said centerline 
extended away from the runway; thence to a point five-hundred (500) 
feet to the left of the point of beginning and perpendicular to the said 
centerline; thence to the point of beginning. 
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4-2604. Procedure. 

A.	 The boundaries of the Airport Overlay Districts set out herein are delineated upon the 
Official Zoning Map of the City of Springfield.  

B.	 The Airport Overlay Zoning District boundary lines shown on the Official Zoning Map 
shall be located and delineated along contour lines established in the Federal Aviation 
Administration FAR part 150 Study prepared for the Springfield Regional Airport and 
the airport zones as defined in Subsection 4-2603. Where uncertainty exists as to the 
boundaries of the Airport Overlay Zoning Districts as shown on the Official Zoning 
Map, the following rules shall apply: 

1.	 Boundaries shall be scaled from the nearest physical feature shown on the map. 

2.	 Boundaries may be scaled from the nearest platted lot line as shown on the map. 

C.	 Where a parcel of land lies within more than one (1) Airport Overlay Zoning District, 
the zone within each portion of the property is located shall apply individually to each 
portion of the development. 

D.	 A structure which is located partly within an Airport Overlay Zoning and partly 
outside, or located partly within one (1) or more Airport Overlay Zoning Districts shall 
be considered to be entirely within the more restrictive of the Airport Overlay Zoning 
Districts within which it is located. 

4-2605. Allowed Uses. 

A.	 Within the Airport Overlay Zoning Districts as defined herein, no land shall be used 
and no structure or other object shall hereafter be erected, altered, converted, or 
modified other than for those compatible land uses permitted by the underlying 
comprehensive zoning districts.  

1.	 Additional land uses are prohibited in the Airport Overlay Zoning Districts, 
regardless of underlying zoning, as set forth in the following land use table. 

Land Use	 AO-1 AO-2 AO-3 

Residential 
Single-family residential, including mobile 

homes 
Two-family, town houses and multi-family 

residential 
Manufactured housing developments 
Rooming, boarding & lodging houses 

Y1 

N 
N 
Y1 

N 

N 
N 
N 

Y1,2 

N 
N 
N 

Hotels and motels Y1 Y1 N 

Public Use 
Schools/colleges Y1 N N 
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Hospitals/clinics 
Churches, auditoriums, and concert halls 

N 
Y1 

N 
N 

N 
N 

Community Center Y1 N N 
Day Care Center/preschool N N N 
Libraries/museums N N N 
Group Homes N N N 
Day Care Homes N N N 

Recreational 
Outdoor carnival/circus Y N N 
Playfield/stadium Y N N 
Drive-In Theater Y N N 

1	 When these uses are allowed within these contours measures to achieve outdoor to indoor Noise 
Level Reduction (NLR) as outlined in Subsection 4-2608 are required. 

2	 No dwellings shall be permitted to be constructed in an AO-3 District other than single-family 
dwellings, including manufactured homes each of which is on a lot or parcel of land of ten (10) acres 
or more, unless the lot lawfully existed at the effective date of this Article, an avigation easement has 
been granted to the City, and outdoor to indoor Noise Level Reduction (NLS) as outlined in 
Subsection 4-2608 is installed in the dwelling as a part of construction or renovation. 

B.	 Subsection 4-2605 does not apply to property within the official boundaries of the 
Springfield Regional Airport. 

4-2606. Additional Land Use Regulations. 

A.	 When a subdivision plat is required for any property within an Airport Overlay Zoning 
District the property owner shall dedicate an aviation easement to the City over and 
across that property.  This easement shall establish a height restriction on the use of the 
property and hold the public harmless from any damages caused by noise, vibration, 
fumes, dust, fuel, fuel particles, or other effects that may be caused by the operation of 
aircraft taking off, landing, or operating on or near Springfield Regional Airport. 

B.	 Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Article or other section of the Springfield 
City Code, no use may be made of land, water, or structures within any zone established 
by this Article in such a manner as to create electrical interference with navigational 
signals or radio communication between the airport and aircraft, make it difficult for 
pilots to distinguish between airport lights and others, or result in glare in the eyes of 
pilots using the airport; impair visibility in the vicinity of the airport; create bird strike 
hazards, or otherwise in any way endanger or interfere with the landing, taking off, or 
flight operations of aircraft utilizing the airport. 

C.	 No building or structure shall be constructed nor shall any growth be maintained which 
exceeds fifty (50) feet in height in an AO-2 or AO-3 District; no building or structure 
shall be constructed nor any growth maintained which is more than one-hundred (100) 
feet in height within any area located outside of an Airport Overlay Zoning District but 
located otherwise within an area two-thousand (2,000) feet parallel to and on each side 
of the centerline of any runway extended ten-thousand (10,000) feet from the end of 
and away from the runway. 
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4-2607.	 Certification of Plans. 

A.	 The Director of Building Development Services shall not issue a building permit for 
any structure within the zones set forth in Subsections 4-2602 and 4-2603 unless the 
plans and specifications accompanying the application for said building permit have 
been certified by a Registered Professional Engineer or Registered Professional 
Architect in the State of Missouri as meeting the Noise Level Reduction (NLR) 
standards specified in Subsection 4-2608. 

B.	 The Registered Professional Architect or Engineer must certify that said plans and 
specifications shall reduce the noise impact from outdoor to indoor noise level, at least 
the minimum specified in this Division, using commonly accepted engineering and 
architectural acoustical practices. 

4-2608.	 Noise Level Reduction (NLR) Standards. 

A.	 In the Noise Zones, allowed land uses shall meet minimum construction standards to 
achieve a minimum outdoor to indoor NLR as follows: 

1.	 Airport noise level of sixty-five (65) through sixty-nine (69) Ldn must be 
reduced by a minimum of twenty-five (25) decibels. 

2.	 Airport noise level of seventy (70) and greater Ldn must be reduced by a 
minimum of thirty (30) decibels. 

B.	 The required minimum NLR applies to all portions of a structure where the public is 
received, office areas, public assembly rooms, sleeping areas, noise sensitive areas, or 
where the normal noise level is low. 

Section 4-2700. CO - Conditional Overlay District. 

4-2701.	 Purpose. The Conditional Overlay District is intended to allow a floating zone to be 
established as an overlay to a base zoning district, which limits the particular uses to be 
established in accordance with specific standards and conditions. There are circumstances in 
which a base zoning district designation allowing such a use by right would not be appropriate 
for a particular property even though the use itself could, if properly planned, be appropriate 
for the property consistent with the objectives of these regulations and the Comprehensive 
Plan. 

4-2702.	 Application. The applicant may apply for an amendment to the base zoning classification and 
jointly apply for Conditional Overlay District. Property may be rezoned to a Conditional 
Overlay District only in response to and consistent with a petition submitted by the owners of 
all the property to be included in the district. A petition for a Conditional Overlay District 
must specify the use or uses of the base zoning district that are intended for the property and 
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any conditions, that, in addition to all general zoning ordinance requirements, will govern the 
development and use of the property. A Conditional Overlay District can only reduce the uses 
of the base zoning district and not allow any uses not permitted in the base zoning district. If 
additional uses are desired that are not permitted in the base zoning district, a rezoning to a 
different base zoning district or a planned development is required. 

4-2703.	 Required Conditions.  A conditional Overlay District may include some conditions from the 
following list or such other special restrictions as approved by City Council. 

A.	 Increased bufferyards 
B.	 Reduced height 
C.	 Increased setbacks 
D.	 Increased open space 
E.	 Restrictions on operation of the use, included but not limited to, limitations of days of 

operation, noise level, intensity of use, lighting, and signage 
F.	 Increased minimum lot area and dimensions 
G.	 Reduced building coverage 
H.	 Off-site improvements related directly to the intensity of development 
I.	 Modified design requirements 

4-2704.	 Mapping. Upon approval, a Conditional Overlay District shall be noted on the Official Map 
by the base zoning district designation with the addition of “-CO.” 
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Subdivision 3 - Commercial Districts. 

Section 4-3000. LB - Limited Business District. 

4-3001.	 Purpose.  This district is intended for uses that provide convenience goods or personal 
services primarily to people residing in adjacent residential areas. It also includes selected 
retail and service uses that are similar in land use intensity and physical impact to the 
neighborhood sales and service uses permitted in this district. This district is designed to 
accommodate compact, freestanding commercial centers or to function as a transition between 
more intense commercial uses and residential neighborhoods. Because the permitted retail and 
personal service uses may be an integral part of the neighborhood, more restrictive 
requirements for light, air, open space, building design and landscaping are made than are 
provided in other commercial districts. This district should be located along or at the 
intersections of major collector or higher classification streets. 

4-3002.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses, Sunday schools but 
excluding emergency shelters. (G.O. 4852, 11/23/98) 

C.	 Community centers, nonprofit. 

D.	 Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

E.	 Governmental buildings and uses. 

F.	 Offices, administrative, business, finance and professional, provided that the total floor 
area devoted to these uses does not exceed thirty (30) percent of the total floor area 
permitted on the lot. 

G.	 Personal service establishments including beauty parlors, barber shops, dry cleaning 
and laundry pick-up, shoe repair, self-service laundromats, express or mailing offices 
and hearing aid and eye glass shops. 

H.	 Police and fire stations. 

I.	 Printshops and photocopying establishments. 

J.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds, and golf courses, excluding miniature golf 
courses and driving ranges. 

K.	 Residential uses provided such uses are located above the first floor or behind 
non-residential uses so as to promote continuous non-residential uses on the first-floor 
level along all street frontages. (G.O. 4570) 
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L.	 Restaurants, excluding drive-in, pick-up or drive-thru facilities. 

M.	 Retail establishments for the following types of uses: bakery, package liquor, books, 
candy, dairy products, drugs, groceries, flowers, gifts, jewelry, hobby materials, meat, 
fish and poultry, newsstands, wearing apparel, shoes, clothing, toys, pipe and tobacco 
and video rental. 

N.	 Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

O.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage tanks. 

P.	 Any residential dwellings at the time the district is mapped and any single-family 
detached dwelling subject to Section 5-2903. As conforming uses, such a dwelling can 
be expanded or, if destroyed, replaced with another dwelling of the same type within 
eighteen (18) months of being destroyed. (G.O. 5345, 1/12/2004) 

Q.	 Tier I and II wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

R.	 Pet grooming with sales of pet grooming products allowed as an accessory use. (The 
following are not accessory to this use and are prohibited: overnight pet stays; the sale 
or breeding of pets; kennels; veterinarian services and outside activities.) (G.O. 5425) 

4-3003.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. 

A.	 Banks and financial institutions including automatic teller machines and drive-thru 
facilities with a maximum of two (2) teller stations or lanes. 

B.	 Convenience stores with gas pumps. 

C.	 Funeral homes and mortuaries (crematoriums are permitted as accessory uses). 

D.	 Offices, administrative, business, finance and professional, as the principal use on the 
lot. 

E.	 Offices, medical and dental. 

F.	 Restaurants, including drive-in, pick-up or drive-thru facilities. 

G.	 Schools and studios for art, dancing, drama, music, photography, interior decorating or 
similar courses of study. 
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LB 
H.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600, provided wireless 
towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation of at least one (1) 
additional provider’s facilities; and 

2.	 Other towers and related facilities existing at the time the district is mapped, in 
accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1. 

I. Residential uses on the first floor frontage of a building. (G.O. 4570) 

4-3004. Use Limitations. 

A.	 All activities and permitted uses except off-street parking and loading facilities, 
drive-thru facilities and day care activities shall be conducted entirely within a 
completely enclosed building. 

B.	 No individual retail store, personal service establishment or other permitted use shall 
have a gross floor area greater than five-thousand (5,000) square feet. 

C.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 
6-1500. 

D.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article 
X, Springfield City Code. 

E.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the 
requirements of Subsection 1-1322. 

F.	 Streets through adjacent residential areas shall not be used to provide principal access 
for truck traffic to any non-residential use in this district except on streets classified as 
expressways, arterials or collectors. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-3005. Bulk and Intensity of Use Restrictions. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

A.	 Maximum structure height: 

1.	 Principal building: Twenty-five (25) feet. 

2.	 Except that all structures shall remain below a thirty (30) degree bulk plane as 
measured from the boundary of any residential district. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio:  0.35. 
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C.	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by Subsection 
4-3008): 

1.	 Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

2.	 Side yard:  None, except as required by Section 5-1300. 

3.	 Rear yard:  Twenty (20) percent of the lot depth or ten (10) feet whichever is 
greater. No more than twenty-five (25) feet shall be required. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425.) 

Street       
Classification         Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

 Freeway	 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway	 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Primary Arterial	 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Secondary Arterial	 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector	 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local

 Residential Local	 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

5.	 Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings): Thirty-five (35) 
percent. 

4-3006. Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than twenty (20) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and internal streets. Open 
space shall contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

B.	 Maximum impervious surface: The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and any other surfaces 
which reduce and prevent absorption of stormwater shall not exceed eighty (80) percent 
of the total area unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 
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4-3007.	 Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan, meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000, shall be submitted and 
approved. 

B.	 A landscape plan, meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300, shall be 
submitted and approved. 

C.	 All structures in the LB District shall be constructed using materials, surface textures 
and colors similar in nature to surrounding residential development.  Consideration 
shall also be given to the scale, orientation and proportion of surrounding development. 
Design review shall be performed as part of the site plan review required by Subsection 
4-3004.C. 

D.	 All off-street parking lots and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential 
uses in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

G.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential area and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 

H.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. 
(G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-3008.	 Bufferyard Regulations.  Whenever any development in a LB District is located adjacent to a 
different zoning district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with 
Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

Section 4-3100. GR - General Retail District. 

4-3101.	 Purpose.  This district is intended for uses that provide community-wide personal and 
business services, shopping centers and specialty shops. This district is also intended for 
on-site production of handcrafted items in conjunction with retail sales. Commercial uses 
permitted in this district are generally required to conduct business activities indoors. The 
need for community-wide accessibility dictates that this district be located along or at the 
intersection of two or more arterial or higher classification streets. Areas zoned GR are 
intended to be at least five (5) acres in size unless the zoning is based on an adopted plan or 
comprehensive zoning scheme. 

4-3102.	 Permitted Uses. 
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A.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B.	 Art galleries, libraries and museums. 

C.	 Athletic clubs, fitness centers and indoor sports facilities. 

D.	 Automobile parts and accessory stores, entirely within enclosed buildings and 
excluding service and repair when not located as part of a shopping center complex. 

E.	 Automobile parts and accessory stores, entirely within enclosed buildings and with 
service and repair as an accessory use, when located as part of a shopping center 
complex. 

F.	 Banks and financial institutions, including automatic teller machines and drive-thru 
facilities. 

G.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday schools but 
excluding emergency shelters.  (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

H.	 Commercial amusements, including bowling alleys, dance halls, video game arcades, 
billiard parlors, roller skating and ice skating arenas, and motion picture theaters, 
excluding drive-in theaters. 

I.	 Commercial off-street parking lots and structures. 

J.	 Convenience stores with or without gas pumps. 

K.	 Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

L.	 Funeral homes and mortuaries (crematoriums are permitted as accessory uses). 

M.	 Furniture and appliance stores. 

N.	 Governmental buildings and uses. 

O.	 Hardware and home improvement stores. 

P.	 Hotels, motels and inns. 

Q.	 Household resource recovery collection centers, screened from all residential districts 
and public rights-of-way in conformance with Section 6-1000. 

R.	 Locksmiths. 

S.	 Offices, administrative, business, finance and professional. 
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GR 
T.	 Offices, medical and dental. 

U.	 Pawn shops, second-hand stores and flea markets entirely within enclosed buildings. 

V.	 Personal service establishments including beauty parlors, barber shops, dry cleaning 
and laundry pick-up, shoe repair, self-service laundromats, express or mailing offices 
and hearing aid and eye glass shops. 

W.	 Pet stores and pet grooming. 

X.	 Photo processing, including drive-thru facilities only when located as part of a shopping 
center complex. 

Y. Police and fire stations.


AA. Printshops and photocopying establishments. 


BB. Private clubs and lodges. 


CC.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds and golf courses, including miniature golf 
courses and driving ranges. 

DD.	 Recording studios. 

EE.	 Residential uses provided such uses are located above the first floor or behind 
non-residential uses so as to promote continuous non-residential uses on the first-floor 
level along all street frontages. (G.O. 4570) 

FF.	 Restaurants, including drive-in, pick-up and drive-thru facilities. 

GG.	 Restricted production and repair establishments (for retail sale on the premises only), 
including the following types of activities: Custom tailoring and alteration of clothing, 
jewelry from precious metals, watches, dentures and optical lenses. 

HH.	 Retail establishments for the following types of uses: bakery, package liquor, books, 
candy, dairy products, drugs, groceries, flowers, gifts, jewelry, hobby materials, meat, 
fish and poultry, newsstands, wearing apparel, shoes, clothing, toys, pipe and tobacco 
and video rental. 

II.	 Schools and studios for art, dancing, drama, music, photography, interior decorating or 
similar courses of study. 

JJ. Schools or development centers for persons with handicaps or development disabilities. 

KK. Schools, business. 
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LL. Seasonal outdoor sales and related storage as permitted by Section 5-1200. 


MM. Taverns and cocktail lounges. 


NN. Taxidermists. 


OO. Towers other than wireless facilities, less than one-hundred (100) feet in height, and

related facilities provided telecommunication towers comply with Section 5-2600. 
(G.O. 5094, 7/9/2001) 

PP. Television and radio studios. 

QQ. Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

RR. Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and kennels, with no outside activities. 

SS. Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage tanks. 

TT. Any residential dwellings existing at the time the district is mapped. As conforming 
uses, such a dwelling can be expanded or, if destroyed, replaced with another dwelling 
of the same type within eighteen (18) months of being destroyed. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

UU. Temporary vendors as permitted under Section 5-1203.B.2. (G.O. 4925, 9/27/99) 

VV. Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

1.	 Tier I wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600; 

2.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation 
of at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities; 

3.	 Tier IV wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers are setback from any residential district at least two 
(2) feet for every one (1) foot of tower height and allow collocation of 
at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities or at least two (2) 
additional providers’ facilities if the tower height is one-hundred
twenty (120) feet or greater.; and 

4.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 
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GR


WW. Satellite rental car offices limited to administrative functions relating to the rental car 
business, drop off and pick up of rental cars, and on-site parking for not more than 
fifteen (15) rental cars and vans. No vehicle fueling, washing, maintenance, other 
related service functions or outdoor loudspeaker paging systems are allowed. (G.O. 
5117, 9/17/2001) 

XX.	 Bed and Breakfast. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

YY.	 Catering business. 

4-3103.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. 

A.	 Automobile service garages. 

B.	 Automobile service stations. 

C.	 Automobile washing businesses, including automatic, coin-operated, and moving-line 
facilities. 

D.	 Tier V wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

E.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, exceeding one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities, provided: 

1.	 The maximum height does not exceed two-hundred (200) feet; 

2.	 Only one (1) tower is permitted on a lot; and 

3.	 All other provisions of Subsection 3-3310.B.1 are met. 

F.	 Self-service storage facilities. (G.O.4519) 

G. Residential uses on the first floor frontage of a building. (G.O. 4570) 

4-3104. Use Limitations. 

A.	 All activities or permitted uses shall be conducted within a completely enclosed 
building, except: 

1.	 Automobile parking lots; 

2.	 Permitted drive-in, pick-up and drive-thru facilities; and 
3.	 Temporary accessory seasonal outdoor sales and related storage. (G.O.5127.) 
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B.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 
6-1500. 

C.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article 
X, Springfield City Code. 

D.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the 
requirements of Subsection 1-1322. 

E	 Streets through adjacent residential areas shall not be used to provide principal access F. 
for truck traffic to any non-residential use in this district except on streets classified as 
expressways, arterials or collectors.  (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-3105. Bulk and Intensity of Use. 

A.	 Maximum structure height: None, except that all structures shall remain below a thirty 
(30) degree bulk plane as measured from the boundary of any residential district. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio:  1.0. 

C.	 Yard requirements: 

1.	 Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

2.	 Side and rear yards:  None, except as required by Section 5-1300 and the 
bufferyard requirements in Subsection 4-3108. 

3.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street       
Classification          Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

 Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local

 Residential Local 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 
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D. Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings):  Fifty (50) percent. 

4-3106.	 Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than twenty (20) percent of the gross site area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and internal streets or areas 
containing plants for display and sale.  Open space shall contain living ground cover 
and other landscaping materials. 

B.	 Maximum impervious surface:  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and any other surfaces 
which reduce and prevent absorption of stormwater shall not exceed eighty (80) percent 
of the total area unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

4-3107.	 Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan, meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000, shall be submitted and 
approved. 

B.	 A landscape plan, meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300, shall be 
submitted and approved. 

C.	 All off-street parking and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential uses, 
in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

D.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential area and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 

G. 	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-3108.	 Bufferyard Requirements.   Whenever any development in a GR District is located adjacent 
to a different zoning district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with 
Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 
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Section 4-3200. HC - Highway Commercial District. 

4-3201.	 Purpose. This district is intended for commercial uses which depend upon high visibility, 
generate high traffic volumes or cater to the traveling public.  These characteristics dictate that 
this district be located along or at the intersections of arterial classification streets or along 
frontage roads adjacent to the interstate or other limited-access streets.  This district is also 
intended for on-site production of handcrafted items in conjunction with retail sales.  Areas 
zoned HC are intended to be at least five (5) acres in size unless the zoning is based on an 
adopted plan or comprehensive zoning scheme. 

4-3202.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B.	 Ambulance services. 

C.	 Art galleries, libraries and museums. 

D.	 Athletic clubs, fitness centers and indoor sports facilities. 

E.	 Auction sales and flea markets entirely within enclosed buildings, pawn shops and 
second hand stores. 

F.	 Automobile parts and accessory stores, including sales, service, installation and repair. 

G.	 Automobile service garages. 

H.	 Automobile service stations. 

I.	 Automobile washing businesses, including automatic, coin-operated, and moving-line 
facilities. 

J.	 Automotive sales, service (including body and fender repair and paint shops as 
accessory uses) and rental of new or used cars and trucks. 

K.	 Awning and canvas sales and rental. 

L.	 Banks and financial institutions, including automatic teller machines and drive-thru 
facilities. 

M.	 Bed and breakfasts. 

N.	 Boarding, rooming and lodging houses. 

O.	 Boat and marine sales and service. 

IV-98	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance February 12, 2007 



Div. IV - District Regulations	 Sects. 4-1000–4-4400 

P.	 Building materials supply stores with outdoor storage provided it is screened from 
view, in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

Q.	 Bus stations. 

R.	 Camper sales and camper trailer sales and service, lease and rental. 

S.	 Campgrounds and recreational vehicle parks. 

T.	 Cemeteries. 

U.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses, and Sunday schools. 
(G.O. 5471, 06/27/05) 

V.	 Civic, convention and cultural centers. 

W.	 Commercial amusements, including bowling alleys, dance halls, video game arcades, 
billiard parlors, roller skating and ice skating arenas, and movie theaters, including 
drive-in theaters. 

X.	 Commercial off-street parking lots and structures. 

Y.	 Convenience stores with or without gas pumps. 

Z. Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code.


AA. Fairgrounds. 


BB. Furniture and appliance stores.


CC. Governmental buildings and uses. 


DD. Hardware and home improvement stores. 


EE. Home and general equipment rental agencies except heavy equipment. 


FF. Hotels, motels and inns. 


GG. Household resource recovery collection centers, screened from all residential districts

and public rights-of-way in conformance with Section 6-1000. 


HH. Locksmiths. 


II.	 Manufactured housing (mobile home) and trailer sales, leasing and service with no 
storage. 
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JJ. Nurseries, greenhouses and garden stores. 


KK. Offices, administrative, business, finance and professional. 


LL. Offices, medical and dental. 


MM. Outdoor commercial amusements such as athletic fields, drive-in movie theaters, golf

driving ranges, miniature golf courses and archery ranges, but not including go-cart 
tracks. 

NN.	 Bed and Breakfast. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

OO.	 Package liquor stores. 

PP.	 Personal service establishments including beauty parlors, barber shops, dry cleaning 
and laundry pick-up, shoe repair, self-service laundromats, express or mailing offices 
and hearing aid and eye glass shops. 

QQ.	 Pet stores and pet grooming. 

RR.	 Photo processing, including drive-thru facilities. 

SS.	 Police and fire stations. 

TT.	 Private clubs and lodges. 

UU.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds and golf courses, including miniature golf 
courses and driving ranges. 

VV.	 Public or private vehicle and boat storage garages, yards or lots. 

WW. Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 Tier I wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. 

2.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation 
of at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities. 

3.	 Tier IV wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers are setback from any residential district at least two 
(2) feet for every one (1) foot of tower height and allow collocation of 
at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities or at least two (2) 
additional providers’ facilities if the tower height is one-hundred
twenty (120) feet or greater. 
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4.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

XX.	 Recording studios. 

YY.	 Restaurants, including drive-in, pick-up and drive-thru facilities. 

ZZ.	 Restricted production and repair establishments (for retail sale on the premises only), 
including the following types of activities: Custom tailoring and alteration of clothing, 
jewelry from precious metals, watches, dentures and optical lenses. 

AAA.	 Retail establishments for the following types of uses: bakery, package liquor, 
books, candy, dairy products, drugs, groceries, flowers, gifts, jewelry, hobby 
materials, meat, fish and poultry, newsstands, wearing apparel, shoes, clothing, 
toys, pipe and tobacco, and video rental. 

BBB. Schools and studios for art, dancing, drama, music, photography, interior decorating or 
similar courses of study. 

CCC. Schools or development centers for persons with handicaps or development disabilities. 


DDD. Self-service storage facilities. 


EEE. Swimming pool sales and displays. 


FFF. Taverns and cocktail lounges. 


GGG. Taxi dispatch yards and offices. 


HHH. Taxidermists. 


III. Television and radio studios. 


JJJ. Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 


KKK. Upholstery shops. 


LLL. Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and kennels, with no outside activities. 


MMM. Any residential dwellings existing at the time the district is mapped.  As

conforming uses, such a dwelling can be expanded or, if destroyed, replaced with 
another dwelling of the same type within eighteen (18) months of being 
destroyed. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 
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HC 
NNN.	 Transitional Service Shelters provided that no transitional service shelter shall 

locate within a two thousand (2000) foot radius of another transitional service 
shelter, soup kitchen, emergency shelter, substance abuse treatment facility or 
community correctional facility.  (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) (G.O. 5343, 1/12/04) 

OOO.	 Temporary vendors as permitted under Section 5-1203.B.2. (G.O. 4925, 9/27/99) 

PPP.	 Other towers other than wireless facilities, less than one-hundred (100) feet in 
height, and related facilities. (G.O. 5094, 7/9/2001) 

QQQ.	 Construction equipment storage yards. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

RRR.	 Schools, business. 

SSS.	 Catering businesses. 

4-3203.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. 

A.	 Body and fender repair and paint shops. 

B.	 Go-cart tracks. 

C.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, exceeding one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities, provided: (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 The maximum height does not exceed two-hundred (200) feet; 

2.	 Only one (1) tower is permitted on a lot; and 

3.	 All other provisions of Subsection 3-3310.B.1 are met. 

D.	 Truck stops. 

E.	 Wholesale sales and distribution. 

F.	 Emergency shelters for fifty (50) or fewer residents. (G.(O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

G.	 Soup kitchens. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

H.	 Tier V wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. 
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4-3204. Use Limitations. 

A.	 Streets through adjacent residential areas shall not be used to provide principal access 
for truck traffic to any non-residential use in this district except on streets classified as 
expressways, arterials or collectors. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

B.	 No motor vehicle repair or maintenance work shall take place outdoors within 
one-hundred-fifty (150) feet of the boundary of any residential district. 

C.	 All sales, display or outdoor storage areas that would be routinely disturbed because of 
the nature of the activity being conducted or because of vehicular traffic, except those 
areas of nurseries and garden centers where living plants are located, shall be paved or 
otherwise improved with an all-weather, dust-free surface. 

D.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 
6-1500. 

E.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article 
X, Springfield City Code. 

F.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the 
requirements of Subsection 1-1322. 

4-3205. Bulk and Intensity of Use Restrictions. 

A.	 Maximum structure height:  None, except that all structures shall remain below a thirty 
(30) degree bulk plane as measured from the boundaries of residential districts. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio:  1.0. 

C.	 Minimum yard requirements: 

1.	 Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

2.	 Side yard:  None, except as required by Section 5-1300 and the bufferyard 
requirements in Section 4-3208. 

3.	 Rear yard:  None, except as required by the bufferyard requirements in 
Subsection 4-3208. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 
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Street       
Classification         Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

 Freeway

 Expressway

 Primary Arterial

 Secondary Arterial

 Major Collector

 Residential Collector

 Commercial/Industrial
Local

 Residential Local

 Highway Access Road

150 feet plus the required yard setback 

65 feet plus the required yard setback 

50 feet plus the required yard setback 

35 feet plus the required yard setback 

30 feet plus the required yard setback 

25 feet plus the required yard setback 

30 feet plus the required yard setback 

25 feet plus the required yard setback 

20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D. Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings):  Sixty (60) percent. 

4-3206. Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than twenty (20) percent of the gross site area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking, storage, loading and other paved areas and internal streets 
or areas containing plants for display and sale.  Open space shall contain living ground 
cover and other landscaping materials. 

B.	 Maximum impervious surface:  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and any other surfaces 
which reduce and prevent absorption of stormwater shall not exceed eighty (80) percent 
of the total area unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

4-3207. Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan, meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000, shall be submitted and 
approved. 

B.	 A landscape plan, meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300, shall be 
submitted and approved. 

C.	 Off-street parking and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential uses, in 
accordance with Section 6-1000. 

D.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 
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HC/CS 
E.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units shall be  screened 

from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential area and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 

G.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. 
(G.O. 5425.) 

4-3208.	 Bufferyard Requirements.  Whenever any development in an HC District is located adjacent 
to a different zoning district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with 
Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

Section 4-3300. CS - Commercial Service District. 

4-3301.	 Purpose.  This district is intended for business uses which provide essential commercial 
services and support activities but which do not necessarily require high visibility and may 
have higher environmental impacts in terms of noise, dust, glare, etc. which make them 
incompatible with the office or retail character of the other business districts. This district is 
intended for on-site production of handcrafted items in conjunction with retail sales. This 
district is also intended for businesses that combine wholesale and retail sales and that conduct 
extensive outdoor activities. This district is intended to function as a transition between 
industrial development and commercial development.  Areas zoned CS are intended to be at 
least five (5) acres in size unless the zoning is based on an adopted plan or comprehensive 
zoning scheme. 

4-3302.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B.	 Ambulance services. 

C.	 Any establishment which provides supplies and/or services primarily to commercial 
and industrial customers, such as janitorial services, sign shops, packaging or shipping 
service, locksmith or printing, lithographing, engraving, photocopying, blueprinting, 
publishing and binding establishments. 

D.	 Auction sales, flea markets entirely within enclosed buildings, and swap meets. 

E.	 Automobile parts and accessory stores, including sales, service, installation and repair. 

F.	 Automobile service garages, including body and fender repair and paint shops. 
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G.	 Automobile service stations. 

H.	 Automobile washing businesses, including automatic, coin-operated, and moving-line 
facilities. 

I.	 Automotive sales, service (including body and fender repair and paint shops as 
accessory uses) and rental of new or used cars and trucks. 

J.	 Awning and canvas sales and rental. 

K.	 Bakeries, retail or wholesale. 

L.	 Boat and marine sales and service. 

M.	 Building material supply stores. 

N.	 Bus stations. 

O.	 Camper sales and camper trailer sales and service, lease and rental. 

P.	 Campgrounds and recreational vehicle parks. 

Q.	 Carpenter and cabinet shops. 

R.	 Cemeteries. 

S.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses, and Sunday schools. 
(G.O. 5471, 06/27/05) 

T.	 Commercial laundry and dry cleaning establishments. 

U.	 Commercial off-street parking lots and structures. 

V.	 Convenience stores with or without gas pumps. 

W.	 Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

X.	 Substance abuse treatment facilities for fifty (50) or fewer residents, provided the 
facility: 

1.	 Is located at least two thousand (2000) feet from any other substance abuse 
treatment facility, or two thousand (2000) feet from any emergency shelter, soup 
kitchen, transitional service shelter or community corrections facility, as 
measured from property lines; and 
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CS 
2.	 A plan of operation, including but not limited to: administration contact 

information, patron access requirements, hours of operations and security 
measures, is on file with the City of Springfield Planning and Development 
Department. (G.O. 5343, 1/12/04) 

Y. Feed stores. 

Z. Frozen food lockers, for use by the general public. 


AA. Funeral homes, mortuaries and crematoriums. 


BB. Glass and mirror sales. 


CC. Governmental buildings and uses. 


DD. Hardware and home improvement stores. 


EE. Heating and plumbing sales and service. 


FF. Heavy machinery and equipment sales, rental and service. 


GG. Home and general equipment rental agencies, except heavy equipment. 


HH. Household resource recovery collection centers, screened from all residential districts

and public rights-of-way in conformance with Section 6-1000. 

II. Linen, towel and diaper services. 


JJ. Manufactured housing (mobile home) and trailer sales, leasing, service and storage. 


KK. Monument sales. 


LL. Newspaper and magazine distribution agencies. 


MM. Nurseries, greenhouses and garden stores. 


NN. Office equipment repair. 


OO. Office/retail/warehouse combinations, provided however, that if more than eighty-five

(85) percent of the gross building floor area for each establishment is used for 
warehouse purposes, a use permit shall be required.  Retail activities shall be limited 
to the types of retail uses permitted in the CS district. 

PP. Offices, administrative, business, finance and professional. 
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QQ. Offices, medical and dental. 

RR. Outdoor commercial amusements such as athletic fields, drive-in movie theaters, golf 
driving ranges, miniature golf courses and archery ranges, but not including go-cart 
tracks. 

SS. (Deleted in its entirety) (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

TT. Pawn shops and second-hand stores. 

UU. Personal service establishments including beauty parlors, barber shops, dry cleaning 
and laundry pick-up, shoe repair, self-service laundromats, express or mailing offices 
and hearing aid and eye glass shops. (G.O. 5315, 11/10/2003) 

VV. Pest control services. 

WW. Photo processing, including drive-thru facilities. 

XX. Police and fire stations.


YY. Private clubs and lodges. 


ZZ. Public and private parks, playgrounds and golf courses, including miniature golf

courses and driving ranges. 

AAA. Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 Tier I wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. 

2.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation 
of at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities. 

3.	 Tier IV wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers are setback from any residential district at least two 
(2) feet for every one (1) foot of tower height and allow collocation of 
at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities or at least two (2) 
additional providers’ facilities if the tower height is one-hundred
twenty (120) feet or greater. 

4.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

BBB. Public or private vehicle and boat storage garages, yards or lots. 

CCC. Recording studios. 
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CS


DDD. Repair shops, home appliance. 


EEE. Repair shops, small-engine. 


FFF. Restaurants, including drive-in, pick-up and drive-thru facilities. 


GGG. Restricted production and repair establishments (for retail sale on the premises only),

including the following types of activities: Custom tailoring and alteration of clothing, 
jewelry from precious metals, watches, dentures and optical lenses. 

HHH.	 Schools and studios for art, dancing, drama, music, photography, interior decorating 
or similar courses of study. 

III.	 Schools or development centers for persons with handicaps or development 
disabilities. 

JJJ. Schools, business and industrial. 

KKK. Self-service storage facilities. 

LLL. Swimming pool sales and display. 

MMM. Taverns and cocktail lounges. 

NNN. Taxi dispatch yards and offices. 

OOO. Taxidermists. 

PPP. Television and radio studios with transmitting facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

QQQ. Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

RRR. Truck stops. 

SSS. Upholstery shops. 

TTT.	 Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and outdoor kennels provided that at the time the 
use is established any outdoor activities are clearly accessory to the primary use and 
provided that no outdoor activities are located closer than a three hundred (300) foot 
radius from a building used for a church, school, hotel, motel, or restaurant, or from a 
property zoned residential or a building used for residential purposes. (G.O. 5471) 

UUU.	 Any residential dwellings existing at the time the district is mapped.  As conforming 
uses, such a dwelling can be expanded or, if destroyed, replaced with another dwelling 
of the same type within eighteen (18) months of being destroyed. (G.O.5127, 
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10/29/01) 

VVV.	 Transitional Service Shelters provided that no transitional service shelter shall locate 
within a two thousand (2000) foot radius of another transitional service shelter, soup 
kitchen, emergency shelter, substance abuse treatment facility or community 
correctional facility. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) (G.O. 5343, 1/12/04) 

WWW. Temporary vendors as permitted under Section 5-1203.B.2. (G.O. 4925, 9/27/99) 

XXX.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, less than one-hundred (100) feet in height and 
related facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

YYY.	 Catering businesses. 

4-3303.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. 

A.	 Go-cart tracks. 

B.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, exceeding one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities, in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

C.	 Warehouses, storage and distribution centers. 

D.	 Emergency shelters for fifty (5) or fewer residents. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

E.	 Soup kitchens. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

F.	 Tier V wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

G.	 Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and outdoor kennels provided that at the time the 
use is established any outdoor activities are clearly accessory to the primary use and 
provided that no outdoor activities are located closer than a three hundred (300) foot 
radius from a building used for a church, school, hotel, or motel, or from a property 
zoned residential or a building used for residential purposes, or closer than a one 
hundred (100) foot radius from a building used for a restaurant. (G.O. 5471, 6/27/05) 

4-3304.	 Use Limitations. 

A.	 No motor vehicle repair or maintenance work shall take place outdoors within 
two-hundred (200) feet of the boundary of any residential district. 

B.	 All sales, display or outdoor storage areas that would be routinely disturbed because 
of the nature of the activity being conducted or because of vehicular traffic, except 
those areas of nurseries and garden centers where living plants are located, shall be 
paved or otherwise improved with an all-weather, dust-free surface. 
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C.	 No vibration, glare or heat shall be detectable at the district boundary line. 

D.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 
6-1500. 

E.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article 
X, Springfield City Code. 

F.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the 
requirements of Subsection 1-1322. 

G. 	 Streets through adjacent residential areas shall not be used to provide principal access 
for truck traffic to any non-residential use in this district except on streets classified as 
expressways, arterials or collectors.  (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-3305. Bulk and Intensity of Use Regulations. 

A.	 Maximum structure height:  None, except that all structures shall remain below a 
thirty (30) degree bulk plane as measured from the boundaries of residential districts. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio:  1.0. 
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C.	 Minimum yard requirements: 

1.	 Front yard:  None. 

2.	 Side yard:  None, except as required by the bufferyard requirements in Section 
4-3308. 

3.	 Rear yard:  None, except as required by the bufferyard requirements in Section 4-
3308. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street       
Classification         Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

 Freeway	 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway	 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Primary Arterial	 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Secondary Arterial	 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector	 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local

 Residential Local	 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D.	 Maximum building coverage (including accessory buildings):  Eighty-five (85) 
percent. 

4-3306. Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than fifteen (15) percent of the gross site area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking, storage, loading and other paved areas and internal 
streets or areas containing plants for display and sale.  Open space shall contain living 
ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

B.	 Maximum impervious area:  The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and any other surfaces 
which reduce and prevent absorption of storm water shall not exceed eighty-five (85) 
percent of the total lot area unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 
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CS/CC 
4-3307.	 Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan, meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000, shall be submitted and 
approved. 

B.	 A landscape plan, meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300, shall be 
submitted and approved. 

C.	 All off-street parking and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential 
uses in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

D.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units shall be 
screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential area and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 

G. Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. 
(G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-3308.	 Bufferyard Requirement.  Whenever any development in a CS District is located adjacent to 
a different zoning district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with 
Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

Section 4-3400. CC - Center City District. 

4-3401.	 Purpose.  This district is intended to be a mixed-use district that accommodates a variety of 
residential, commercial and light industrial uses. It is intended for older commercial and light 
industrial areas, particularly the Central Business District and Commercial Street area, that 
tend to accommodate a wide variety of uses. These areas generally developed early in the 
city's history and do not display the characteristics typical of modern suburban development. 
These areas may also be experiencing or be in need of rehabilitation or redevelopment. This 
district is intended to accommodate the transition that must occur if these areas are to 
contribute to the vitality of the city. 

4-3402.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B.	 Any commercial establishment which provides supplies and/or services primarily to 
commercial customers, such as janitorial services, sign shops, packaging or shipping 
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service, locksmith or printing, lithographing, engraving, photocopying, blueprinting, 
publishing and binding establishments. 

C.	 Athletic clubs, fitness centers and indoor sports facilities. 

D.	 Auction sales and flea markets entirely within enclosed buildings. 

E.	 Automobile parts and accessory stores, including service and repair, when entirely 
within enclosed buildings. 

F.	 Awning and canvas sales and rental. 

G.	 Banks and financial institutions, including automatic teller machines and drive-thru 
facilities. 

H.	 Bed and breakfasts. 

I.	 Boarding, rooming and lodging houses. 

J.	 Bus garages. 

K.	 Bus stations. 

L.	 Cemeteries. 

M.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses, and Sunday schools. 
(G.O. 5471, 06/27/05) 

N.	 Civic, convention and cultural centers. 

O.	 Colleges, universities and business colleges. 

P.	 Commercial amusements, including bowling alleys, dance halls, video game arcades, 
billiard parlors, roller skating and ice skating arenas, and motion picture theaters, 
excluding drive-in theaters. 

Q.	 Commercial off-street parking lots and structures. 

R.	 Community center, nonprofit. 

S.	 Convenience stores with or without gas pumps. 

T.	 Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

U.	 Substance abuse treatment facilities for fifty (50) or fewer residents, provided the 
facility: 
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1.	 Is located at least two thousand (2000) feet from any other substance abuse 
treatment facility, or two thousand (2000) feet from any emergency shelter, soup 
kitchen, transitional service shelter or community corrections facility, as 
measured from property lines; and 

2.	 A plan of operation, including but not limited to: administration contact 
information, patron access requirements, hours of operations and security 
measures, is on file with the City of Springfield Planning and Development 
Department. (G.O. 5343, 1/12/04) 

V.	 Educational, cultural, public, or nonprofit institutions such as museums, art galleries, 
libraries and elementary and secondary schools, but not including correctional 
institutions. 

W.	 Funeral homes and mortuaries (crematoriums are permitted as accessory uses). 

X.	 Furniture and appliance stores. 

Y.	 Glass and mirror sales. 

Z. Governmental buildings and uses. 


AA. Group homes, custodial.


BB. Hospitals with ambulance services as accessory uses. 


CC.	 Hotels, motels and inns. 

DD.	 Household resource recovery collection centers, screened from all residential districts 
and public rights-of-way in conformance with Section 6-1000. 

EE.	 Medical and dental clinics. 

FF.	 Medical and dental laboratories and research facilities, not including the manufacture 
of pharmaceutical or other products for general sale or distribution, provided no toxic 
substances, explosives, radioactive material, highly flammable substances or other 
materials that pose a threat to public health and safety, due to their quantities or 
location, are utilized in the research operations. 

GG.	 Office equipment repair. 

HH.	 Offices, administrative, business, finance and professional. 

II.	 Offices, medical and dental. 
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CC 
JJ.	 Emergency shelters and soup kitchens legally conforming at the time of the passage 

of this ordinance provided that a use permit is obtained for any expansion of said use. 
(G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

KK.	 Package liquor stores. 

LL.	 Pawn shops and second-hand stores. 

MM.	 Personal service establishments including beauty parlors, barber shops, dry cleaning 
and laundry pick-up, shoe repair, self-service laundromats, express or mailing offices 
and hearing aid and eye glass shops. 

NN.	 Police and fire stations. 

OO.	 Private clubs and lodges. 

PP.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds and golf courses, including miniature golf 
courses and driving ranges. 

QQ.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

1.	 Tier I wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. 

2.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation 
of at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities. 

3.	 Tier IV wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers are setback from any residential district at least two 
(2) feet for every one (1) foot of tower height and allow collocation of 
at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities or at least two (2) 
additional providers’ facilities if the tower height is one-hundred
twenty (120) feet or greater. 

4.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

RR.	 Recording studios. 

SS.	 Repair shops, home appliance. 

TT.	 Residential uses except those which require a conditional use permit in accordance 
with Subsection 4-3403. 
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UU.	 Restaurants, including drive-in, pick-up and drive-thru facilities. 

VV.	 Restricted production and repair establishments (for retail sale on the premises only), 
including the following types of activities: Custom tailoring and alteration of 
clothing, jewelry from precious metals, watches, dentures and optical lenses. 

WW.	 Retail establishments for the following types of uses: bakery, package liquor, books, 
candy, dairy products, drugs, groceries, flowers, gifts, jewelry, hobby materials, 
meat, fish and poultry, newsstands, wearing apparel, shoes, clothing, toys, pipe and 
tobacco and video rental. 

XX.	 Schools and studios for art, dancing, drama, music, photography, interior decorating 
or similar courses of study. 

YY. Schools or development centers for persons with handicaps or development 
disabilities. 

ZZ. Schools, business. 

AAA. Schools, elementary and secondary. 


BBB. Stadiums. 


CCC. Taverns and cocktail lounges. 


DDD. Taxi dispatch yards and offices. 


EEE. Television and radio studios with transmitting facilities.  (G.O.5094,7/9/2001)


FFF. Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 


GGG. Towers other than wireless facilities, less than one-hundred (100) feet in height, and

related facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001)


HHH. Catering businesses.


III.	 Pet stores and pet grooming. 

4-3403.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. 

A.	 Any manufacturing, production, processing, cleaning, servicing, testing, repair or 
storage of materials, goods or products which is not allowed as a permitted use. 
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CC


B.	 Automobile service garages. 

C.	 Automobile service stations. 

D.	 Residential uses on first floor frontage of buildings that front on Commercial Street 
or front on Olive, Park Central, McDaniel and Walnut Streets between Campbell and 
Jefferson Avenues or front on Campbell, South, Boonville and Jefferson Avenues 
between Water Street and Pershing Street. 

E.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, exceeding one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities, in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

F.	 Warehouses, storage and distribution centers. 

G.	 Transitional service shelter. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

H. Tier V wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

4-3404. Use Limitations. 

A.	 All activities and permitted uses except the following shall be conducted entirely 
within a completely enclosed building. 

1.	 Off-street parking and loading facilities. 

2.	 Drive-in, pick-up or drive-thru facilities. 

3.	 Automobile servicing, but not repair. 

4.	 Outdoor eating and drinking facilities. 

5.	 Occasional sidewalk sales. 

6.	 Street vendors licensed by the City of Springfield. 

7.	 Playgrounds associated with a school or day care center. 

8.	 Outdoor live or amplified music provided a permit for such activity has been 
obtained from the City Manager pursuant to Chapter 2, Article I, Section 2.l.8.l, 
Permits for Outdoor Music and any regulations promulgated by the City Manager 
and on file with the City Clerk. (G.O. 4825, 8/17/98) (G.O. 4915, 7/19/99) 

B.	 No vibration, glare or heat shall be detectable at the lot line. 

C.	 No dust, particulate matter or noxious or toxic matter of any sort shall be emitted or 
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discharged at any time. 

D.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 
6-1500. 

E.	 All flammable petroleum products and petrochemicals shall be stored in a fireproof 
enclosure and no more than fifty (50) gallons of such products shall be so stored 
except at automobile service stations. 

F.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, 
Article X, Springfield City Code. 

G.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the 
requirements of Subsection 1-1322. 

4-3405. Bulk Regulations. 

A.	 Maximum structure height:  None. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio:  10.0. 

C.	 Yard requirements (Additional bufferyard may be required by Subsection 4-3408): 

1.	 Front yard:  None. 

2.	 Side yard:  None. 

3.	 Rear yard:  None. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street       
Classification         Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

 Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

 Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local

 Residential Local 25 feet plus the required yard setback 
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 Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D.	 Maximum lot coverage:  One-hundred (100) percent. 

4-3406.	 Open Space Requirements.  None. 

4-3407.	 Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000, shall be submitted and 
approved. 

B.	 If required, a landscape plan, meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 
6-1300, shall be submitted and approved. 

C.	 All off-street parking and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential 
uses in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

D.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units shall be 
screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential area and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 

G.	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. 
(G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-3408.	 Bufferyard Requirement.  Whenever any development in a CC district is located adjacent to 
a different zoning district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with 
Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

IV-120	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance February 12, 2007



Div. IV - District Regulations	 Sects. 4-1000–4-4400 

Subdivision 4 - Industrial Districts 

Section 4-4000. RI - Restricted Industrial District. 

4-4001.	 Purpose.  This district is intended primarily for uses engaged in light manufacturing, 
assembling, and fabrication, warehousing, wholesaling and service operations which conduct 
all activities within a building with no external impact or effect.  Such uses would include but 
not be limited to the manufacture or servicing of business machines, cloth or leather products, 
medical appliances, musical instruments, non-alcoholic beverages, novelties, optical and 
photographic equipment, pharmaceuticals and plastic products.  This district is intended to 
serve as a transition between more intense industrial development and commercial, office or 
multi-family residential development.  

4-4002.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B.	 Any establishment which provides supplies and/or services primarily to commercial and 
industrial customers, such as janitorial services, sign shops, packaging or shipping 
service, locksmith or printing, lithographing, engraving, photocopying, blueprinting, 
publishing and binding establishments. 

C.	 Any manufacturing, production, processing, cleaning, servicing, testing, repair or storage 
of materials, goods or products, and business and sales offices accessory thereto. 

D.	 Athletic clubs, fitness centers and indoor sports facilities. 

E.	 Auction sales, flea markets and swap meets. 

F.	 Awning and canvas sales and rental. 

G.	 Bakeries, retail or wholesale. 

H.	 Cemeteries. 

I.	 Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

J.	 Funeral homes, mortuaries and crematoriums. 

K.	 Governmental buildings and uses. 

L.	 Heating and plumbing sales and service. 

M.	 Household resource recovery collection centers, screened from all residential districts and 
public rights-of-way in conformance with Section 6-1000 (non-household resource 
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recovery collection centers are permitted by C above). 

N.	 Office/retail/warehouse combinations, provided not more than twenty-five (25) percent of 
the gross building floor area shall be used for retail activities. 

O.	 Offices, administrative, business, finance and professional. 

P.	 Pest control services. 

Q.	 Police and fire stations. 

R.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds and golf courses, including miniature golf courses 
and driving ranges. 

S.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

1.	 Tier I wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. 

2.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation of at 
least one (1) additional provider’s facilities. 

3.	 Tier IV wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers are setback from any residential district at least two (2) 
feet for every one (1) foot of tower height and allow collocation of at 
least one (1) additional provider’s facilities or at least two (2) additional 
providers’ facilities if the tower height is one-hundred-twenty (120) feet 
or greater. 

4.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

T.	 Recording studios. 

U.	 Retail sales of products customarily produced by the principal use provided that the gross 
amount of floor area devoted to sales and display does not exceed twenty-five (25) 
percent of the gross floor area of the structure. 

V.	 Schools or development centers for persons with handicaps or development disabilities. 

W.	 Schools, industrial and business. 

X.	 Self-service storage facilities. 

Y.	 Swimming pool sales and display. 
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RI


Z. Taxidermists. 


AA. Television and radio studios with transmitting facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001)


BB. Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 


CC. Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and kennels, with no outside activities. 


DD. Warehouses, storage and distribution centers. 


EE. Towers other than wireless facilities, less than one-hundred (100) feet in height, and

related facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

FF. Upholstery shops. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

GG. Automobile service garages including body and fender repair and paint shops. (G.O. 
5127, 10/29/01) 

HH. Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday schools, but 
excluding emergency shelters. (G.O. 4519) (G.O. 5471, 06/27/05) 

4-4003. Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. 

A.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, exceeding one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities, in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

B.	 Emergency shelters and transitional service shelters for fifty (50) or fewer residents in 
accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.5. (G.O. 4763) (G.O. 5516, 1/23/2006) 

C.	 Soup kitchens. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

D.	 Tier V wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

4-4004. Use Limitations. 

A.	 All activities and permitted uses, except off-street parking and loading facilities and 
household resource recovery collection centers, shall be conducted entirely within a 
completely enclosed building. 

B.	 No outdoor storage of products, materials or supplies, except refuse disposal areas, shall 
be permitted. 
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C.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 
6-1500. 

D.	 No building shall be used for residential purposes, except that a guard, caretaker or 
other person employed on the premises, and their family,  may reside on the premises in 
conformance with Subsection 5-1003.B.6.  Existing non-conforming residential uses 
may be expanded up to ten (10) percent of the floor area existing at the time the district 
is mapped to provide enlarged cooking and sanitary facilities but not bedrooms or other 
living space. 

E.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article 
X, Springfield City Code. 

F.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the 
requirements of Subsection 1-1322. 

4-4005. Bulk Regulations. 

A.	 Maximum height: Forty (40) feet. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio: 0.4. 

C.	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by Subsection 
4-4008): 

1.	 Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

2.	 Side yard:  Ten (10) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

3.	 Rear yard:  Ten (10) feet. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street       
Classification          Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
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Local 
25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Local 
20 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road 

D.	 Maximum lot coverage:  Forty (40) percent. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-4006. Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than twenty (20) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and internal streets. Open 
space shall contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

B.	 Maximum impervious surface: The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and any other surfaces 
which reduce and prevent absorption of stormwater shall not exceed eighty (80) percent 
of the total lot area unless modified in accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

4-4007. Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000 shall be submitted and approved. 

B.	 A landscape plan meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved. 

C.	 All off-street parking and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential uses in 
accordance with Section 6-1000. 

D.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent residential area and in 
accordance with Section 6-1400. 

G. 	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 
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4-4008.	 Bufferyard Regulations.  Whenever any development in a RI district is located adjacent to a 
different zoning district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with 
Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

Section 4-4100. LI - Light Industrial District. 

4-4101.	 Purpose.  The LI Light Industrial district is intended to allow industrial operations and 
activities that do not create applicable nuisances or hazards.  All industrial operations and 
activities are permitted provided they are conducted inside a building, although related 
outdoor storage is permitted.  Areas zoned LI are intended to be at least five (5) acres in size 
unless they adjoin a GM, General Manufacturing, or HM, Heavy Manufacturing, district or 
the zoning is based on an adopted plan or comprehensive zoning scheme. 

4-4102.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B.	 Any establishment which provides supplies and/or services primarily to commercial and 
industrial customers, such as janitorial services, sign shops, packaging or shipping 
service, locksmith or printing, lithographing, engraving, photocopying, blueprinting, 
publishing and binding establishments. 

C.	 Any manufacturing, production, processing, cleaning, servicing, testing, repair or storage 
of materials, goods or products, and business and sales offices accessory thereto. 

D.	 Athletic clubs, fitness centers and indoor sports facilities. 

E.	 Auction sales, flea markets and swap meets. 

F.	 Cemeteries. 

G.	 Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

H.	 Funeral homes, mortuaries and crematoriums. 

I.	 Governmental buildings and uses. 

J.	 Heating and plumbing sales and service. 

K.	 Heavy machinery and equipment sales, rental and service. 

L.	 Household resource recovery collection centers, screened from all residential districts and 
public rights-of-way in conformance with Section 6-1000 (non-household resource 
recovery collection centers are permitted by C above). 
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M.	 Offices, administrative, business, finance and professional. 

N.	 Pest control services. 

O.	 Police and fire stations. 

P.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds and golf courses, including miniature golf courses 
and driving ranges. 

Q.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

1.	 Tier I wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. 

2.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation of at 
least one (1) additional provider’s facilities. 

3.	 Tier IV wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers are setback from any residential district at least two (2) 
feet for every one (1) foot of tower height and allow collocation of at 
least one (1) additional provider’s facilities or at least two (2) additional 
providers’ facilities if the tower height is one-hundred-twenty (120) feet 
or greater. 

4.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

R.	 Recording studios. 

S.	 Retail sales of products customarily produced by the principal use provided that the gross 
amount of floor area devoted to sales and display does not exceed twenty-five (25) 
percent of the gross floor area of the structure. 

T.	 Schools, industrial and business. 

U.	 Swimming pool sales and display. 

V.	 Television and radio studios with transmitting facilities.  (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

W.	 Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

X.	 Warehouses, storage and distribution centers. 

Y.	 Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and outdoor kennels provided that at the time the use 
is established any outdoor activities are clearly accessory to the primary use and provided 
that no outdoor activities are located closer than a three hundred (300) foot radius from a 
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building used for a church, school, hotel, motel, or restaurant, or from a property zoned 
residential or a building used for residential purposes. (G.O. 5471) 

Z.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, less than one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001)

 AA.	 Upholstery shops (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01)

 BB.	 Automobile service garages including body and fender repair and paint shops. (G.O. 
5127, 10/29/01)

 CC. Self-service storage facilities. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01)


 DD. Construction Equipment Storage Yards. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 


EE. Substance abuse treatment facilities for fifty (50) or fewer residents, provided the facility:


1.	 Is located at least two thousand (2000) feet from any other substance abuse 
treatment facility, or two thousand (2000) feet from any emergency shelter, soup 
kitchen, transitional service shelter or community corrections facility, as measured 
from property lines; and 

2.	 A plan of operation, including but not limited to: administration contact information, 
patron access requirements, hours of operations and security measures, is on file 
with the City of Springfield Planning and Development Department. (G.O. 5343, 
1/12/04) 

FF. Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday schools, but 
excluding emergency shelters. (G.O. 4519) (G.O. 5471, 06/27/05) 

4-4103.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant, to Section 3-3300 of this 
Ordinance. 

A.	 Motor freight terminals. 

B.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, exceeding one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities, in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

C.	 Emergency shelters and transitional service shelters for fifty (50) or fewer residents in 
accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.5. (G.O. 4763) (G.O. 5516, 1/23/2006) 
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LI 
D.	 Soup kitchens. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

E.	 Tier V wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

F.	 Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and outdoor kennels provided that at the time the use 
is established any outdoor activities are clearly accessory to the primary use and provided 
that no outdoor activities are located closer than a three hundred (300) foot radius from a 
building used for a church, school, hotel, or motel, or from a property zoned residential or 
a building used for residential purposes, or closer than a one hundred (100) foot radius 
from a building used for a restaurant. (G.O. 5471, 6/27/05) 

4-4104. Use Limitations. 

A.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 6-1500. 

B.	 All activities and permitted uses, except off-street parking and loading facilities and 
storage, shall be conducted wholly inside a building, or buildings. 

C.	 Storage may be maintained outside a building in side yards or rear yards if such storage 
area is screened from public streets, designated arterials or greater street classifications, 
and from other property, except property located in a LI, GM or HM District. 

D.	 All outdoor storage shall be at least one-hundred (100) feet from any residential district 
boundary. 

E.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article X, 
Springfield City Code. 

F.	 No building shall be used for residential purposes, except that a guard, caretaker or other 
person employed on the premises, and their family,  may reside on the premises in 
conformance with Subsection 5-1003.B.6.  Existing non-conforming residential uses may 
be expanded up to ten (10) percent of the floor area existing at the time the district is 
mapped to provide enlarged cooking and sanitary facilities but not bedrooms or other 
living space. 

G.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the requirements 
of Subsection 1-1322. 

4-4105. Bulk Regulations. 

A.	 Maximum structure height:  Fifty (50) feet. 
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B.	 Maximum floor area ratio:  0.50. 

C.	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by Subsection 
4-4208. 

1.	 Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

2.	 Side yards:  Ten (10) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

3.	 Rear yards:  Ten (10) feet. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street       
Classification          Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway	 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway	 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial	 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector	 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local 

Residential Local	 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D.	 Maximum lot coverage:  Fifty (50) percent. 

4-4106. Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than fifteen (15) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and internal streets. Open 
space shall contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

B.	 Maximum impervious surface: The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking, storage, loading and other paved areas shall not exceed 
eighty-five (85) percent of the total lot area unless modified in accordance with 
Subsection 6-1215. 
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LI/GM 
4-4107.	 Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000 shall be submitted and approved. 

B.	 A landscape plan meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved. 

C.	 All off-street parking and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential uses in 
accordance with Section 6-1000. 

D.	 All outdoor storage and refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance 
with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent or nearby residential area 
and in accordance with Section 6-1400. 

G. 	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-4108.	 Bufferyard Regulations.  Whenever any development in a LI Light Industrial District is 
located adjacent to a different zoning district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in 
accordance with Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

Section 4-4200. GM - General Manufacturing District. 

4-4201.	 Purpose.  The GM General Manufacturing District is designed as the basic manufacturing 
district for Springfield. The use limitations for this district are set so that most industrial uses 
that are reasonably careful with respect to housekeeping and external impacts will be able to 
comply.  Areas zoned GM are intended to be at least ten (10) acres in size unless they adjoin 
an HM, Heavy Manufacturing, district or the zoning is based on an adopted plan or 
comprehensive zoning scheme. 

4-4202.	 Permitted Uses. 

A. Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B. Airports. 

C. Any establishment which provides supplies and/or services primarily to commercial 
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and industrial customers, such as janitorial services, sign shops, packaging or shipping 
service, locksmith or printing, lithographing, engraving, photocopying, blueprinting, 
publishing and binding establishments. 

D.	 Any manufacturing, production, processing, cleaning, servicing, testing, repair or 
storage of materials, goods or products, and business and sales offices accessory 
thereto. 

E.	 Athletic clubs, fitness centers and indoor sports facilities. 

F.	 Auction sales, flea markets and swap meets. 

G.	 Building materials supply stores. 

H.	 Bus garages. 

I.	 Cemeteries. 

J.	 Feed Stores. 

K.	 Governmental buildings and uses. 

L.	 Heating and plumbing sales and service. 

M.	 Heavy machinery and equipment sales, rental and service. 

N.	 Heliports. 

O.	 Household resource recovery collection centers, screened from all residential districts 
and public rights-of-way in conformance with Section 6-1000 (non-household resource 
recovery collection centers are permitted by D above). 

P.	 Motor freight terminals. 

Q.	 Office, administrative, business, finance and professional. 

R.	 Outdoor commercial amusements such as athletic fields, drive-in movie theaters, golf 
driving ranges, miniature golf courses, archery ranges, but not including  go-cart tracks. 

S.	 Pest control services. 

T.	 Police and fire stations. 

U.	 Public and private parks, playgrounds and golf courses, including miniature golf 
courses and driving ranges. 
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V.	 Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

1. Tier I wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. 

2. Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation of at 
least one (1) additional provider’s facilities. 

3. Tier IV wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers are setback from any residential district at least two (2) 
feet for every one (1) foot of tower height and allow collocation of at 
least one (1) additional provider’s facilities or at least two (2) additional 
providers’ facilities if the tower height is one-hundred-twenty (120) feet 
or greater. 

4. Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

W.	 Recording studios. 

X.	 Recycling centers. 

Y.	 Retail sales of products customarily produced by the principal use provided that the 
gross amount of floor area devoted to sales and display does not exceed twenty-five 
(25) percent of the gross floor area of the structure. 

Z. Schools, industrial and business.


AA. Swimming pool sales and display.


BB. Television and radio studios with transmitting facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001)


CC.	 Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 


DD.	 Vehicle rental, towing and storage services. 

EE.	 Warehouses, storage and distribution centers. 

FF.	 Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and outdoor kennels provided that at the time the 
use is established any outdoor activities are clearly accessory to the primary use and 
provided that no outdoor activities are located closer than a three hundred (300) foot 
radius from a building used for a church, school, hotel, motel, or restaurant, or from a 
property zoned residential or a building used for residential purposes. (G.O. 5471) 
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GG.	 Emergency shelters or transitional service shelters for fifty (50) or fewer residents, or 
soup kitchens, and located at least five hundred (500) feet from a residential district, as 
measured from property lines provided that no emergency shelter, transitional service 
shelter or soup kitchen may locate within two thousand (2000) feet of any other 
emergency shelter, transitional service shelter, soup kitchen, substance abuse treatment 
facility or community corrections facility as measured from property lines. (G.O. 4763) 
(G.O. 4792) (G.O. 5343) (G.O. 5516, 1/23/2006) 

HH.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, less than one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

II.	 Upholstery shops. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

JJ.	 Automobile service garages including body and fender repair and paint shops. (G.O. 
5127, 10/29/01) 

KK.	 Self-service storage facilities. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

LL.	 Construction Equipment Storage Yards. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

MM. Substance abuse treatment facilities for fifty (50) or fewer residents, provided the 
facility: 

1.	 Is located at least two thousand (2000) feet from any other substance abuse 
treatment facility, or two thousand (2000) feet from any emergency shelter, soup 
kitchen, transitional service shelter or community corrections facility, as measured 
from property lines; and 

2.	 A plan of operation, including but not limited to: administration contact information, 
patron access requirements, hours of operations and security measures, is on file 
with the City of Springfield Planning and Development Department. (G.O. 5343, 
1/12/04) 

NN.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses and Sunday schools, but 
excluding emergency shelters. (G.O. 4519) (G.O. 5471, 06/27/05) 

4-4203.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Ordinance. 

A.	 Bulk storage of flammable liquids for wholesale, subject to the provisions of the City 
and State Fire Codes. 

B.	 Junk yards and automobile wrecking yards (No limitation on floor area for retail sales), 
in accordance with Section 5-2200. 
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C.	 Scrap and salvage yards, in accordance with Section 5-2200. 

D.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, exceeding one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities, in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

E.	 Emergency shelters or transitional service shelters for fifty (50) or fewer residents, or 
soup kitchens, which are located within five hundred (500) feet from a residential 
district, as measured from property lines provided that no emergency shelter, 
transitional service shelter or soup kitchen may locate within two thousand (2000) feet 
of any other emergency shelter, transitional service shelter, soup kitchen, substance 
abuse treatment facility or community corrections facility as measured from property 
lines, in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.5. (G.O. 4763) (G.O. 5343) (G.O. 5516, 
1/23/2006) 

F.	 Tier V wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

G.	 Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and outdoor kennels provided that at the time the 
use is established any outdoor activities are clearly accessory to the primary use and 
provided that no outdoor activities are located closer than a three hundred (300) foot 
radius from a building used for a church, school, hotel, or motel, or from a property 
zoned residential or a building used for residential purposes, or closer than a one 
hundred (100) foot radius from a building used for a restaurant. (G.O. 5471, 6/27/05) 

4-4204. Use Limitations. 

A.	 Storage may be maintained outside a building in side yards or rear yards if such storage 
area is screened from public streets, designated arterials or greater street classifications, 
and from other property, except property located in an LI, GM or HM District. 

B.	 All outdoor storage shall be at least one-hundred (100) feet from any residential district 
boundary. 

C.	 No junk, scrap, salvage or automobile wrecking yard shall be located within 
five-hundred (500) feet of any residential district. 

D.	 No building shall be used for residential purposes, except that a guard, caretaker or 
other person employed on the premises, and their family, may reside on the premises in 
conformance with Subsection 5-1003.B.6. Existing non-conforming residential uses 
may be expanded up to ten (10) percent of the floor area existing at the time the district 
is mapped to provide enlarged cooking and sanitary facilities but not bedrooms or other 
living space. 

E.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 
6-1500. 
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F.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article 
X, Springfield City Code. 

G.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the 
requirements of Subsection 1-1322. 

4-4205. Bulk Regulations. 

A.	 Maximum height:  None. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio:  1.50. 

C.	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by Section 
4-4208): 

1.	 Front yard:  

a.	 Offices, as a principal use, athletic clubs, fitness centers, indoor sports facilities 
and recording, television and radio studios:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as 
required by Section 5-1300. 

b.	 All other uses: None 

2.	 Side yard:  

a.	 Offices, as a principal use, athletic clubs, fitness centers, indoor sports facilities, 
and recording, television and radio studios:  Ten (10) feet or as required by 
Section 5-1300. 

b.	 All other uses: None 

3.	 Rear yard:  

a.	 Offices, as a principal use, athletic clubs, fitness centers, indoor sports facilities 
and recording, television and radio studios:  Ten (10) feet. 

b.	 All other uses: None 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street       
Classification          Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 
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Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local 

Residential Local	 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D. Maximum building coverage:  None. 

4-4206. Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Offices, as a principal use, athletic clubs, fitness centers, indoor sports facilities and 
recording, television and radio studios. 

1.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than fifteen (15) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and internal streets. 
Open space shall contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

2.	 Maximum impervious surface:  The combined area occupied by all main and 
accessory buildings or structures, parking storage, loading and other paved areas 
shall not exceed eighty-five (85) percent of the total lot area unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

B.	 All other uses. 

1.	 Minimum open space:  None 

2.	 Maximum impervious surface:  None 

4-4207. Design Requirements. 

A. A site plan, meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000, has been approved. 
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GM/HM 
B.	 A landscape plan, meeting the requirements of  Section 6-1200 and 6-1300, has been 

approved. 

C.	 All off-street parking and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential uses in 
accordance with Section 6-1000. 

D.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent or nearby residential area 
and in accordance with Section 6-1400. 

G. 	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. 
(G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-4208.	 Bufferyard Regulations.  Whenever a development in a GM District is located adjacent to a 
different zoning district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with 
Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

Section 4-4300. HM - Heavy Manufacturing District. 

4-4301.	 Purpose.  This district is intended for heavy industrial uses and other uses not otherwise 
provided for in the other industrial districts. The intensity of uses permitted in this district 
makes it necessary to separate it from all residential districts wherever possible with good 
accessibility provided to major rail, air facilities and highways.  Areas zoned HM are intended 
to be at least twenty (20) acres in size unless the zoning is based on an adopted plan or 
comprehensive zoning scheme. 

4-4302.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B.	 Airports. 

C.	 Any establishment which provides supplies and/or services primarily to commercial and 
industrial customers, such as janitorial services, sign shops, packaging or shipping 
service, locksmith or printing, lithographing, engraving, photocopying, blueprinting, 
publishing and binding establishments. 

IV-138	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance February 12, 2007 



Div. IV - District Regulations	 Sects. 4-1000–4-4400 

D.	 Any manufacturing, production, processing, cleaning, servicing, testing, repair or 
storage of materials, goods or products, and business and sales offices accessory 
thereto. 

E.	 Athletic clubs, fitness centers and indoor sports facilities. 

F.	 Auction sales, flea markets and swap meets. 

G.	 Battery recycling and reprocessing. 

H.	 Building materials supply stores. 

I.	 Bulk storage of flammable liquids for wholesale, subject to the provisions of the City 
and State Fire Codes. 

J.	 Bus garages. 

K.	 Cemeteries. 

L.	 Central mixing plants for cement, asphalt, or paving material. 

M.	 (Repealed in its entirety by G.O. 4792, 4/13/98.) 

N.	 Electric and steam power plants. 

O.	 Feed stores. 

P.	 Governmental buildings and uses. 

Q.	 Grain elevators. 

R.	 Heavy machinery and equipment sales, rental and service. 

S.	 Heating and plumbing sales and service. 

T.	 Heliports. 

U.	 Household resource recovery collection centers, screened from all residential districts 
and public rights-of-way in conformance with Section 6-1000 (non-household resource 
recovery collection centers are permitted by  D above). 

V.	 (Repealed in its entirety, G.O. 4829, 9/8/98) 

W.	 Junk yards and automobile wrecking yards (No limitation on floor area for retail sales), 
in accordance with Section 5-2200. 
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HM 
X.	 Manufacturing and production of paving, roofing and other construction materials, 

using asphaltic and petroleum based coatings and preserving materials. 

Y.	 Motor freight terminals. 

Z. Office, administrative, business, finance and professional.


AA. Outdoor commercial amusements such as athletic fields, drive-in movie theaters, golf

driving ranges, miniature golf courses, archery ranges, but not including  go-cart tracks. 

BB. Pest control services. 

CC. Police and fire stations. 

DD. Primary and secondary metal industries that manufacture, produce, smelt or refine 
ferrous and non-ferrous metals. 

EE. Public and private parks, playgrounds and golf courses, including miniature golf 
courses and driving ranges. 

FF. Public service and public utility uses, as follow: (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

1.	 Tier I wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. 

2.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow collocation of 
at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities. 

3.	 Tier IV wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 provided 
wireless towers are setback from any residential district at least two (2) 
feet for every one (1) foot of tower height and allow collocation of at 
least one (1) additional provider’s facilities or at least two (2) 
additional providers’ facilities if the tower height is one-hundred
twenty (120) feet or greater. 

4.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

GG.	 Railroad terminals, railroad switching and classification yards, and railroad cars and 
locomotive repair shops. 

HH.	 Recording studios. 

II.	 Recycling centers. 
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JJ.	 Retail sales of products customarily produced by the principal use provided that the 
gross amount of floor area devoted to sales and display does not exceed twenty-five 
(25) percent of the gross floor area of the structure. 

KK. Schools, industrial and business. 

LL. Scrap and salvage yards, in accordance with Section 5-2200. 

MM. Stockyards or feed lots. 

NN. Swimming pool sales and display. 

OO. Television and radio studios with transmitting facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

PP. Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

QQ. Vehicle rental, towing and storage services. 

RR. Warehouses, storage and distribution centers. 

SS. Wood preserving operations using formulations of Chrome-Copper-Arsenate (CCA), 
pentachlorophenol (PENTA) and creosote and related chemicals. 

TT. Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and outdoor kennels provided that at the time the 
use is established any outdoor activities are clearly accessory to the primary use and 
provided that no outdoor activities are located closer than a three hundred (300) foot 
radius from a building used for a church, school, hotel, motel, or restaurant, or from a 
property zoned residential or a building used for residential purposes. (G.O. 5471) 

UU. Emergency shelters or transitional service shelters for fifty (50) or fewer residents, or 
soup kitchens, and located at least five hundred (500) feet from a residential district, as 
measured from property lines provided that no emergency shelter, transitional service 
shelter or soup kitchen may locate within two thousand (2000) of any other emergency 
shelter, transitional service shelter, soup kitchen, or substance abuse treatment facility 
or community corrections facility as measured from property lines. (G.O. 4763) (G.O. 
4792) (G.O. 5343) (G.O. 5516, 1/23/2006) 

VV. Towers other than wireless facilities, less than one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

WW. Upholstery shops. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

XX. Automobile service garages including body and fender repair and paint shops. 
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HM 
YY.	 Self-service storage facilities. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

ZZ.	 Construction Equipment Storage Yards. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

AAA.	 Substance abuse treatment facilities for fifty (50) or fewer residents, provided the 
facility: 

1.	 Is located at least two thousand (2000) feet from any other substance abuse 
treatment facility, or two thousand (2000) feet from any emergency shelter, soup 
kitchen, transitional service shelter or community corrections facility, as measured 
from property lines; and 

2.	 A plan of operation, including but not limited to: administration contact 
information, patron access requirements, hours of operations and security 
measures, is on file with the City of Springfield Planning and Development 
Department. (G.O. 5343, 1/12/04) 

BBB. Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses, and Sunday schools. 
(G.O. 5471, 06/27/05) 

4-4303.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant to, Section 3-3300 of this 
Article. 

A.	 Collection and transfer facilities for hazardous wastes, solid wastes that contain 
hazardous substances from off-site sources and radioactive substances. 

B.	 Jails, prisons or detention facilities in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.3. (G.O. 
4829, 9/8/98) 

C.	 Permanent storage or disposal of hazardous substances, (as defined under the Federal 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, Subpart D, 40 C.F.R. 261.30; 261.31; 
261.32; 261.33), industrial or municipal sludges. 

D.	 Processing, reprocessing and storage of PCB containing oils. 

E.	 Quarries and mining operations.  Quarries existing at the effective date of this Article 
shall only be required to apply for a use permit if the property is enlarged and the use is 
expanded onto the new property. 

F.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, exceeding one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities, in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

G.	 Emergency shelters or transitional service shelters for fifty (50) or fewer residents, or 

IV-142	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance February 12, 2007 



Div. IV - District Regulations	 Sects. 4-1000–4-4400 

soup kitchens, which are located within five hundred (500) feet from a residential 
district, as measured from property lines provided that no emergency shelter, 
transitional service shelter or soup kitchen may locate within two thousand (2000) feet 
of any other emergency shelter, transitional service shelter, soup kitchen,  substance 
abuse treatment facility or community corrections facility, as measured from property 
lines, in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.5. (G.O. 4763) (G.O. 5343) (G.O. 5516, 
1/23/2006) 

H.	 Community corrections facilities in accordance with Section 3-3310.B.6. (G.O. 4792, 
4/13/98) 

I.	 Tier V wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

J.	 Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and outdoor kennels provided that at the time the 
use is established any outdoor activities are clearly accessory to the primary use and 
provided that no outdoor activities are located closer than a three hundred (300) foot 
radius from a building used for a church, school, hotel, or motel, or from a property 
zoned residential or a building used for residential purposes, or closer than a one 
hundred (100) foot radius from a building used for a restaurant. (G.O. 5471, 6/27/05) 

4-4304. Use Limitations. 

A.	 No building shall be used for residential purposes, except that a guard, caretaker or 
other person employed on the premises, and their family, may reside on the premises in 
conformance with Subsection 5-1003.B.6. Existing non-conforming residential uses 
may be expanded up to ten (10) percent of the floor area existing at the time the district 
is mapped to provide enlarged cooking and sanitary facilities but not bedrooms or other 
living space . 

B.	 No junk, scrap, salvage, or automobile wrecking yard shall be located within 
five-hundred (500) feet of any Residential District. 

C.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 
6-1500. 

D.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article 
X, Springfield City Code. 

E.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the 
requirements of Subsection 1-1322. 

4-4305. Bulk Regulations. 

A.	 Maximum height:  None. 
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HM


B. Maximum floor area ratio:  3.00. 

C. Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by Section 4-4308. 

1.	 Front yard: 

a.	 Offices, as a principal use, athletic clubs, fitness centers, indoor sports 
facilities and recording, television and radio studios:  Twenty-five (25) feet or 
as required by Section 5-1300. 

b.	 All other uses: None 

2.	 Side yard:  

a.	 Offices, as a principal use, athletic clubs, fitness centers, indoor sports 
facilities and recording, television and radio studios:  Ten (10) feet or as 
required by Section 5-1300. 

b.	 All other uses: None 

3.	 Rear yard:  

a.	 Offices, as a principal use, athletic clubs, fitness centers, indoor sports 
facilities and recording, television and radio studios:  Ten (10) feet. 

b.	 All other uses: None 

4. However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street   
Classification    Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local 

Residential Local 25 feet plus the required yard setback 
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Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D.	 Maximum building coverage:  None. 

4-4306. Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Offices, as a principal use, athletic clubs, fitness centers, indoor sports facilities and 
recording, television and radio studios. 

1.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than fifteen (15) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and internal streets. 
Open space shall contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

2.	 Maximum impervious surface:  The combined area occupied by all main and 
accessory buildings or structures, parking storage, loading and other paved areas 
shall not exceed eighty-five (85) percent of the total lot area unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. 

B.	 All other uses. 

1.	 Minimum open space:  None 

2. Maximum impervious surface:  None 

4-4307. Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan, meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000, has been approved. 

B.	 A landscape plan, meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300, has been 
approved. 

C.	 All off-street parking and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential uses in 
accordance with Section 6-1000. 

D.	 Refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent or nearby residential area 
and in accordance with Section 6-1400. 
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G. 	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-4308.	 Bufferyard Regulations.  Whenever any development in an HM District is located adjacent 
to any other district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided in accordance with Sections 
6-1000 and 6-1200. 

Section 4-4400. IC - Industrial Commercial District. 

4-4401.	 Purpose.  This district is intended to allow industrial operations and activities in combination 
with commercial uses in those areas where the combination of such uses is consistent with 
adopted policies and plans. This district is designed primarily to accommodate land that both 
meets the above intent and was zoned for industrial uses prior to the enactment of this 
ordinance. All industrial operations are permitted provided they are conducted inside a 
building, although related outdoor storage is permitted. Areas zoned IC are intended to be 
located primarily at major intersections in or adjacent to industrial areas and on land that is 
designated as a mixed industrial/commercial use area in the Comprehensive Plan.  Areas 
zoned IC are intended to be at least five (5) acres in size unless they adjoin a LI, Light 
Industrial, GM, General Manufacturing, or HM, Heavy Manufacturing, district or the zoning 
is based on an adopted plan or comprehensive zoning scheme. 

4-4402.	 Permitted Uses. 

A.	 Accessory Uses, as permitted by Section 5-1000. 

B.	 Ambulance services. 

C.	 Any establishment which provides supplies and/or services primarily to commercial 
and industrial customers, such as janitorial services, sign shops, packaging or shipping 
service, locksmith or printing, lithographing, engraving, photocopying, blueprinting, 
publishing and binding establishments. 

D.	 Any manufacturing, production, processing, cleaning, servicing, testing, repair or 
storage of materials, goods or products, and business and sales offices accessory 
thereto. 

E.	 Athletic clubs, fitness centers and indoor sports facilities. 

F.	 Auction sales, flea markets and swap meets. 

G.	 Automobile parts and accessory stores, including sales, service, installation and repair. 

H.	 Automobile service garages. 

I.	 Automobile service stations. 
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J.	 Automobile washing businesses, including automatic, coin-operated, and moving-line 
facilities. 

K.	 Automobile sales, service (excluding body and fender repair or paint shops) and rental 
of new or used cars and trucks. 

L.	 Awning and canvas sales and rental. 

M.	 Banks and financial institutions, including automatic teller machines and drive-thru 
facilities. 

N.	 Boat and marine sales and service. 

O.	 Building materials supply stores.

 P.	 Bus stations. 

Q.	 Camper sales and camper trailer sales and service, lease and rental. 

R.	 Cemeteries. 

S.	 Churches and other places of worship, including parish houses, Sunday schools and 
emergency shelters. (G.O. 4852, 11/23/98) 

T.	 Commercial amusements, including bowling alleys, dance halls, video game arcades, 
billiard parlors, roller skating and ice skating arenas, and movie theaters, including 
drive-in theaters. 

U.	 Commercial off-street parking lots and structures. 

V.	 Convenience stores with or without gas pumps. 

W.	 Day care centers in accordance with Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

X.	 Funeral homes, mortuaries and crematoriums. 

Y.	 Furniture and appliance stores. 

Z. Governmental buildings and uses. 


AA. Hardware and home improvement stores.


BB. Heating and plumbing sales and service. 
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CC. Heavy machinery and equipment sales, rental and service. 


DD. Home and general equipment rental agencies.


EE. Hotels, motels and inns.


FF. Household resource recovery collection centers, screened from all residential districts

and public rights-of-way in conformance with Section 6-1000 (non-household 
resource recovery collection centers are permitted by C above). 

GG. Locksmiths. 

HH. Manufactured housing (mobile home) and trailer sales, leasing and service with no 
storage 

II. Nurseries, greenhouses and garden stores.


JJ. Offices, administrative, business, finance and professional. 


KK. Outdoor commercial amusements such as golf driving ranges, miniature golf courses

and archery ranges, but not including go-cart tracks. 

LL. Upholstery shops. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

MM. Package liquor stores. 

NN. Pawn shops and second-hand stores. 

OO. Personal service establishments including beauty parlors, barber shops, dry cleaning 
and laundry pick-up, shoe repair, self-service laundromats, express or mailing offices 
and hearing aid and eye glass shops. 

PP. Pest control services. 

QQ. Pet stores and pet grooming. 

RR. Photo processing, including drive-thru facilities. 

SS. Police and fire stations. 

TT. Private clubs and lodges. 

UU. Public and private parks, playgrounds and golf courses, including miniature golf 
courses and driving ranges. 
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VV. Public or private vehicle and boat storage garages, yards or lots.


WW. Public service and public utility uses, as follows: (G.O.5094,7/9/2001)


1.	 Tier I wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. 

2.	 Tier III wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 
provided wireless towers sixty (60) feet or greater in height allow 
collocation of at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities. 

3.	 Tier IV wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600 
provided wireless towers are setback from any residential district at 
least two (2) feet for every one (1) foot of tower height and allow 
collocation of at least one (1) additional provider’s facilities or at 
least two (2) additional providers’ facilities if the tower height is one-hundred
twenty (120) feet or greater. 

4.	 Water reservoirs, water standpipes, and elevated and ground-level water storage 
tanks. 

XX.	 Recording studios. 

YY.	 Restaurants, including drive-in, pick-up and drive-thru facilities. 

ZZ.	 Retail establishments for the following types of uses: bakery, package liquor, books, 
candy, dairy products, drugs, groceries, flowers, gifts, jewelry, hobby materials, meat, 
fish and poultry, newsstands, wearing apparel, shoes, clothing, toys, pipe and tobacco, 
and video rental. 

AAA.	 Schools, professional, commercial, industrial and trade. 

BBB.	 Schools or development centers for persons with handicaps or development 
disabilities. 

CCC. Self-service storage facilities.


DDD. Swimming pool sales and display.


EEE. Taverns and cocktail lounges.


FFF. Taxi dispatch yards and offices.


GGG. Taxidermists.
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IC


HHH.	 Television and radio studios with transmitting facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

III.	 Temporary uses, as permitted by Section 5-1200. 

JJJ.	 Upholstery shops. 

KKK.	 Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and outdoor kennels provided that at the time the 
use is established any outdoor activities are clearly accessory to the primary use and 
provided that no outdoor activities are located closer than a three hundred (300) foot 
radius from a building used for a church, school, hotel, motel, or restaurant, or from a 
property zoned residential or a building used for residential purposes. (G.O. 5471) 

LLL.	 Warehouses, storage and distribution centers. 

MMM. Towers other than wireless facilities, less than on-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

NNN.	 Automobile service garages including body and fender repair and paint shops. (G.O. 
5127, 10/29/01) 

OOO.	 Construction Equipment Storage Yards. (G.O. 5127, 10/29/01) 

PPP.	 Catering businesses. 

4-4403.	 Conditional Uses.  The following conditional uses may be permitted provided they meet the 
provisions of, and a Conditional Use Permit is issued pursuant, to Section 3-3300 of this 
Ordinance. 

A.	 Go-cart tracks. 

B.	 Motor freight terminals. 

C.	 Towers other than wireless facilities, exceeding one-hundred (100) feet in height, and 
related facilities, in accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.1. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001)

 D.	 Truck stops. 

E.	 Emergency shelters and transitional service shelters for fifty (50) or fewer residents, in 
accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B.5. (G.O. 4763) (G.O. 5516, 1/23/2006) 

F.	 Soup kitchens. (G.O. 4763, 12/15/97) 

G.	 Tier V wireless facilities in accordance with Section 5-2600. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 
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H.	 Veterinary clinics, animal hospitals and outdoor kennels provided that at the time the 
use is established any outdoor activities are clearly accessory to the primary use and 
provided that no outdoor activities are located closer than a three hundred (300) foot 
radius from a building used for a church, school, hotel, or motel, or from a property 
zoned residential or a building used for residential purposes, or closer than a one 
hundred (100) foot radius from a building used for a restaurant. (G.O. 5471, 6/27/05) 

4-4404. Use Limitations. 

A.	 No dust, particulate matter or noxious or toxic matter of any sort shall be emitted or 
discharged at any time. 

B.	 All uses shall operate in accordance with the noise standards contained in Section 
6-1500. 

C.	 All industrial operations and activities, except off-street parking and loading facilities 
and storage, shall be conducted wholly inside a building, or buildings. 

D.	 Storage may be maintained outside a building in side yards or rear yards if such 
storage area is screened from public streets, designated arterials or greater street 
classifications, and from other property, except property located in a IC, LI, GM or 
HM District. 

E.	 All outdoor storage shall be at least one-hundred (100) feet from any residential 
district boundary. 

F.	 No use shall emit an odor that creates a nuisance as determined by Chapter 2A, Article 
X, Springfield City Code. 

G.	 No building shall be used for residential purposes except that a watchman or custodian 
may reside on the premises. 

H.	 Uses on parcels not served by public water and public sewer shall meet the 
requirements of Subsection 1-1322. 

4-4405. Bulk Regulations. 

A.	 Maximum structure height:  Fifty (50) feet. 

B.	 Maximum floor area ratio:  1.5. (G.O. 4519) 

C.	 Minimum yard requirements (additional bufferyard may be required by Subsection 
4-4208. 

1. Front yard:  Twenty-five (25) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 
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2.	 Side yards:  Ten (10) feet or as required by Section 5-1300. 

3.	 Rear yards:  Ten (10) feet. 

4.	 However, in no event may a structure be erected closer to the centerline of an 
existing or planned street than as prescribed below, except as permitted by 
Subsection 1-1317.B and Subsection 1-1317.D. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Street       
Classification          Required Setback from Right-of-Way Center Line 

Freeway 150 feet plus the required yard setback 

Expressway 65 feet plus the required yard setback 

Primary Arterial 50 feet plus the required yard setback 

Secondary Arterial 35 feet plus the required yard setback 

Major Collector 30 feet plus the required yard setback 

Residential Collector 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Commercial/Industrial 30 feet plus the required yard setback 
Local 

Residential Local 25 feet plus the required yard setback 

Highway Access Road 20 feet plus the required yard setback 

D. Maximum lot coverage:  Fifty (50) percent. 

4-4406. Open Space Requirements. 

A.	 Minimum open space:  Not less than fifteen (15) percent of the total lot area shall be 
devoted to open space including required yards and bufferyards unless modified in 
accordance with Subsection 6-1215. Open space shall not include areas covered by 
buildings, structures, parking, loading and other paved areas and internal streets. Open 
space shall contain living ground cover and other landscaping materials. 

B.	 Maximum impervious surface: The combined area occupied by all main and accessory 
buildings or structures, parking, storage, loading and other paved areas shall not exceed 
eighty-five (85) percent of the total lot area unless modified in accordance with 
Subsection 6-1215. 

4-4407. Design Requirements. 

A.	 A site plan meeting the requirements of Section 3-3000 shall be submitted and approved. 

B.	 A landscape plan meeting the requirements of Section 6-1200 and 6-1300 shall be 
submitted and approved. 

C.	 All off-street parking and vehicular use areas shall be screened from all residential uses in 
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accordance with Section 6-1000. 

D.	 All outdoor storage and refuse storage areas shall be screened from view in accordance 
with Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Mechanical and electrical equipment, including air conditioning units, shall be screened 
from view in accordance with Section 6-1000. 

F.	 Lighting shall be designed to reflect away from any adjacent or nearby residential area 
and in accordance with Section 6-1400. 

G. 	 Accessory buildings and structures shall meet the requirements of Section 5-1000. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004) 

4-4408.	 Bufferyard Regulations.  Whenever any development in a IC Industrial Commercial District 
is located adjacent to a different zoning district, screening and a bufferyard shall be provided 
in accordance with Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 
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Section 5-1000. Accessory Structures and Uses. 

5-1001.	 Purpose.  This section is designed to collect in one place the regulations with respect to 
accessory structures and uses and to list those common accessory structures and uses that are 
specifically allowed. 

5-1002.	 Definition.  An accessory structure or use serves a principal structure or a principal use by 
contributing to the comfort, convenience or needs to the occupants, business or industry of the 
principal structure or use and is located on the same lot as the principal structure or use served. 

5-1003.	 Permitted Accessory Structures and Uses.  Any structure or use that meets the definition in 
Subsection 5-1002 may be allowed as an accessory structure or use. 

A. Accessory structures include, but are not limited to, the following list of examples: 

1.	 Buildings or structures incidental to a principal structure, such as storage 
buildings, workshops, studios, carports or garages incidental to a permitted use. 
(G.O.5127, 10/29/01) (G.O. 5533) 

2.	 Children's playhouses. 

3.	 Private swimming pools and bath houses. 

4.	 Guest houses or servant's quarters in any residential district or rooms for guests 
in an accessory structure provided such facilities: 

a. 	 are used for the occasional housing of guests or servants of the occupants 
of the principal structure; and 

b. 	 are not used as rental units or for permanent occupancy as housekeeping 
units; and 

c. 	 are on a lot which exceeds ten-thousand (10,000) square feet in area. 

5.	 Greenhouses. 

6.	 Guard stations. 

7.	 Food lockers. 

B. Accessory uses include, but are not limited to, the following list of examples: 

1.	 Storage of boats, boat trailers, camping trailers, small house trailers and 
recreational vehicles provided the equipment is not used for living, sleeping or 
housekeeping purposes when parked or stored. 
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2.	 Restaurants, drug stores, gift shops, cocktail lounges, news stands and other 
similar uses located in a permitted office building provided that the total floor 
area devoted to accessory uses does not exceed ten (10) percent of the gross floor 
area on the lot. 

3.	 Employee restaurants and cafeterias when located in a permitted business or 
manufacturing building. 

4.	 A day care center located in a permitted business or manufacturing building, 
providing day care for children of employees employed on the premises, and as 
permitted by Chapter 36, Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

5.	 A day care center, hourly care center, preschool, nursery school or kindergarten 
located on the same lot as a church or school and as permitted by Chapter 36, 
Article XI, Springfield City Code. 

6.	 An apartment or living quarters for a guard, caretaker or other person employed 
on the premises, and their family,  and which is clearly secondary to the 
commercial or manufacturing use of the property. 

7.	 Automobile service and repair when operated as part of a variety, discount or 
department store which sells automobile parts and accessories. 

8.	 Home occupation uses as permitted by Section 5-1100. 

C.	 None of the following shall be permitted as an accessory use: 

1.	 The storage or overnight parking of a commercial truck, van, bus or vehicle, with 
a gross vehicle weight of more than three-fourths (3/4) ton, in a residential 
district. Church and school buses are permitted provided they are parked on 
church or school property. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

2.	 Outdoor storage, except as specifically permitted by the district regulations. 

3.	 Living quarters in any district other than a residential district unless specifically 
permitted. 

5-1004.	 Use Limitations.  All accessory structures and uses shall comply with the use limitations 
applicable in the zoning district in which they are located and with the following additional 
use limitations: 

A.	 No accessory structure shall be constructed and occupied on any lot prior to the time of 
the completion of the construction of the principal structure to which it is accessory. 

B.	 No accessory use shall be permitted in any required front yard unless it is permitted by 
Section 5-1300. 

C.	 An existing accessory structure may remain as a non-conforming structure following 
the destruction, or removal, of the principal structure provided it is not injurious, 

Springfield Zoning Ordinance	 February 12, 2007 V-2 



Div. V - Supplemental District Regulations	 Sects. 5-1000–5-2900 

noxious or offensive to the neighborhood and also provided it is not used for any illegal 
purpose. 

D.	 A subdivision which results in an existing accessory structure on a lot without a 
principal structure may be approved by the Planning and Zoning Commission provided 
a principal structure is constructed on the same lot as the existing accessory structure 
within a period of eighteen (18) months from the date of Commission’s approval 
provided the accessory structure is not used for any purpose during this time period. 
The accessory structure shall be removed from the lot if a new principal structure is not 
constructed and issued a certificate of occupancy under Section 3-1300 during this time. 

5-1005.	 Bulk, Setback and Spacing Regulations.  All accessory structures shall comply with the 
following regulations: (G.O. 5533) 

A.	 Residential districts. 

1. Minimum yard requirements, except clubhouses in Section 2.c. below: 

a. 	 Rear and side: Three (3) feet. An accessory structure may be located on the 
lot lines provided the abutting residential zoned property also has an 
accessory structure abutting the common lot line and provided both 
accessory structures abut one another for the entire length of their abutting 
walls. 

b. 	 Front: No accessory structure shall be permitted in any front yard unless it 
is permitted by Section 5-1300. 

c. 	 On a corner lot, no accessory structure shall project beyond the front yard 
of adjacent lots to the rear of the corner lot. 

2. Maximum structure height, except as permitted by Section 3-3601.E: 

a. 	 The height limit for hip or gable roofs shall be sixteen (16) feet. 

b. 	 The height limit for flat, single slope or mansard roofs shall be twelve (12) 
feet. 

c. 	 Clubhouses in a permitted multi-family development shall not exceed the 
height limit of any multi-family structure within the same development 
and also provided the clubhouse structure shall remain below a forty-five 
(45) degree bulk plane as measured from the boundary of any R-SF, 
Single-Family Residential or R-TH, Residential Townhouse District. 

3.	 Maximum floor area: 

a. 	 The maximum floor area for accessory structures shall not, singularly or in 
total, exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the permitted maximum building 
coverage for principal structures permitted on a lot, and 
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b. 	 No single accessory structure may exceed two-thirds (2/3) of the building 
coverage of the principal structure. 

c. 	 None of the above shall result in authorization to exceed the permitted 
maximum building coverage. 

4.	 If vehicular access is provided to the accessory structure, it shall be done in such 
a manner that will not result in any portion of the vehicle extending into or 
blocking a public way or having to access any neighboring property to enter the 
accessory building. 

B.	 All other districts. 

1.	 Minimum yard requirements. 

a. 	 Rear and side: Same yards as is required for principal structures located on 
the lot. 

b. 	 Front: No accessory structure shall be permitted in any front yard unless it 
is permitted by Section 5-1300. 

c. 	 On a corner lot, no accessory structure shall project beyond the front lot 
lines on the adjacent lots. 

2. Maximum structure height, except as permitted by Section 3-3601.E: 

a. 	 In Office and Limited Business districts: Fifteen (15) feet. 

b. 	 In all other districts: The same height as allowed for principal structures. 

5-1006.	 On-Site Storage.  On-site storage in trailers and storage containers is permitted as an 
accessory use in the GR, HC and IC districts subject to the following restrictions. A use in the 
IC district must comply with the following restrictions if more than twenty-five (25) percent 
of the gross floor area is used for retail sales, otherwise, on-site storage in trailers and storage 
containers must only comply with the requirements of the IC district. 

A.	 On-site storage occurs when a trailer or a storage container is located on a property for 
more than three (3) consecutive days, regardless of whether or not there are goods or 
materials stored in the trailer or storage container.  Storage of empty trailers and storage 
containers on a property is not permitted unless the district specifically allows such use. 

B.	 On-site storage in trailers and storage containers shall only be permitted accessory to a 
permanent structure on a premise. 

C.	 The trailers and storage containers shall at a minimum: 

1. Not occupy any required on-site parking and circulation aisles; 
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2.	 Meet the setbacks required for permanent structures by the zoning district, unless 
a greater setback is required in G.4 below; and 

3.	 If the bufferyard requirements are not already met, be screened by a solid wall or 
fence at least six (6) feet high located along all property lines that require a 
bufferyard and be located at least ten (10) feet from such property lines. 

D.	 Storage containers shall not be stacked one on top of the other. 

E.	 Trailers parked on site to move inventory when a business is first locating on a site are 
exempt from the above requirements provided the trailers are removed from a premise 
within fourteen (14) days of the business opening to the public. 

F.	 Temporary Use of Trailers and Storage Containers.  An establishment is permitted to 
have trailers and storage containers on a premise for a total of forty-five (45) 
consecutive or random days during a calendar year provided it complies with the 
following requirements: 

1.	 A permit shall be obtained from the Department of Finance and a statement 
signed that the business will comply with the requirements of this subsection 
each time trailers or storage containers are located on the premise.  There is no 
fee for the permit. 

2.	 The number of trailers and storage containers shall not exceed one (1) trailer or 
storage container per ten thousand (10,000) square feet, or part thereof, of 
permanent floor area provided there shall be a minimum of one thousand (1,000) 
square feet of permanent floor area on a premise. 

3.	 There is no permanent use of trailers or storage containers on a site. 

G.	 Permanent Use of Trailers and Storage Containers.  An establishment is permitted to 
have trailers and storage containers on a permanent basis provided it complies with the 
following requirements: 

1.	 A site plan shall be submitted to, and approved by, the Building Development 
Services Department showing conformance with the requirements of this Article 
and other City codes. 

2.	 An on-site storage area shall be identified on the site plan.  Trailers and storage 
containers shall be placed within the on-site storage and may be located, removed 
and relocated without submission of a new site plan unless the number of trailers 
and storage containers increases beyond the threshold number for which a 
premise was approved. 

3.	 The number of trailers and storage containers on the property shall not exceed 
one (1) trailer or storage container for each five thousand (5,000) square feet, or 
part thereof, of permanent floor area provided there shall be a minimum of one 
thousand (1,000) square feet of permanent floor area on a premise.  In addition, 
the square footage of the interior of the trailers and storage containers shall be 
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considered permanent floor area for the purpose of calculating maximum 
building coverage and total floor area of the trailers, storage containers and the 
permanent structures on the property shall not exceed the maximum building 
coverage permitted by the zoning district.  This square footage shall be estimated 
from the maximum number of trailers that could be parked in the on-site storage 
area taking into consideration the need for circulation drives. 

4.	 Location and Screening of On-site Storage Areas. Unless screening is provided, 
on-site storage areas shall be located behind the front building line of the primary 
permanent structure and the side building line of the primary permanent structure 
on a corner lot, or setback the distance specified in the table below from all 
public rights-of-way excluding alleys, whichever is less. 

Number of Trailers  Setback From
 and Storage Containers Public Rights-of-Way

 9 or less  100 feet
      10 or more  300 feet 

On-site storage areas may be located anywhere on a premise provided the on-site 
storage area is screened from all public rights-of-way, except alleys, by a solid 
wall or fence at least six (6) feet high and a planting strip on the right-of-way 
side of the wall or fence at least ten (10) feet wide. The planting strip shall 
contain at least six (6) evergreen trees for each one hundred (100) linear feet of 
planting strip, evenly spaced to provide additional screening when the trees 
mature.  The screen and wall shall be constructed of materials and finished 
consistent with the materials and finish of the primary structure.  (G.O. 5019, 
10/23/2000) 

Section 5-1100. Home Occupations. 

5-1101.	 Purpose.  This section is designed to define what constitutes a home occupation and to 
enumerate the particular home occupations that are permitted.  A home occupation is a 
privilege granted to a resident which should not be a nuisance to other residents. A home 
occupation may be continued for only so long as it is conducted lawfully and does not produce 
a condition which cases a nuisance including, but not limited to, those enumerated in Chapter 
74, Springfield City Code. Violations of this section may result in the loss of the ability too 
operate the home occupation. No home occupation shall be permitted if it: 

A. 	 Changes the outside appearance of the dwelling or is visible from the street; 

B.	 Generates traffic, parking, sewage, water use or noise in excess of what is normal in a 
residential neighborhood; 

C.	 Creates a hazard to person or property, results in electrical interference or becomes a 
nuisance; or 

D.	 Results in outside activities, storage or display. 
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5-1102.	 Definition.  An activity carried out for compensation in a residential dwelling unit. 

5-1103.	 Home Occupations Permitted.  Home occupations include, but are not limited to, the 
following occupations. 

A.	 Home offices for architects, engineers, lawyers, realtors, insurance agents, brokers, 
ministers, rabbis, priests, salesmen, sales representatives, manufactures representatives, 
home builders, home repair contractors, trash haulers and similar occupations. 

B.	 Artists, sculptors, authors, photographers and composers. 

C.	 Computer programming and data processing. 

D.	 Direct sale product distribution (Amway, Avon, Tupperware, etc.) provided parties for 
the purpose of selling merchandise or taking orders shall not be held more than once a 
month, shall be limited to ten (10) customers and shall be held between the hours of 
9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

E.	 Dressmakers, seamstresses, and tailors. 

F.	 Home crafts, such as model making, rug weaving, woodworking, ceramics (with a kiln 
up to six (6) cubic feet) and similar activities, provided that no machinery or equipment 
shall be used or employed other than that which would customarily be found in the 
home, including machinery or equipment that would ordinarily be employed in 
connection with a hobby or avocation not conducted for gain or profit. 

G.	 Mail order, not including retail sales from site. 

H.	 Music and art teachers or other tutoring services. 

I.	 Renting sleeping rooms and serving meals to not more than two (2) persons not 
members of the family occupying the dwelling unit provided one (1) off-street parking 
space is provided for each person. 

J.	 Telephone answering. 

K.	 Washing and ironing. 

L.	 "Work at home" activities where employees of a business, located at another location, 
perform work for the business in their own residence, provided all physical contact 
between the business and the employee occurs at the place of business and not the 
residence, other than the initial installation of any equipment or other work facilities. 
The work activities of the employee shall conform with all other requirements of this 
section. 

M. 	 Hair cutting and styling, provided: 
1. Only one chair is permitted and only one customer is allowed in the home at a time; 
2. Hours of occupation for this home occupation shall be limited to 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 
p.m.; 
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3. Use is limited to single family homes; and 
4. The use complies with all building, and other applicable, codes, City of Springfield, 
and State of Missouri regulations and standards. 

5-1104. Use Limitations. 

A.	 No person other than someone related by blood, marriage, adoption or custodial 
relationship to the person conducting the home occupation and who also resides in the 
dwelling unit shall be employed in the home occupation. 

B.	 The home occupation shall be conducted entirely within the principal residential 
building or in a permitted accessory building. 

C.	 No manufacturing or processing of any sort whatsoever shall be done, except as 
permitted by Subsection 5-1103.F. 

D.	 No sign shall advertise the presence or conduct of the home occupation. 

E.	 No stock in trade shall be displayed or sold. 

F.	 No stock in trade, except articles produced by members of the family residing on the 
premises, shall be stored on the premises. 

G.	 No alteration of the principal residential building shall be made which changes the 
character thereof as a dwelling, including the creation of a separate entrance to the 
dwelling or utilization of an existing entrance exclusively for the home occupation. 

H.	 The home occupation shall not produce offensive noise, vibration, smoke, electrical 
interference, dust, odors or heat. Any noise, vibration, smoke, electrical interference, 
dust odors, or heat detectable beyond the property lines or beyond the walls of the 
dwelling unit, if the unit is part of a multifamily structure, shall constitute a violation of 
this section. 

I.	 No mechanical or electrical equipment other than normal domestic or household 
equipment shall be used. 

J.	 There shall be no outdoor storage of equipment or materials used in the home 
occupation. 

K.	 The receipt or delivery of merchandise, goods or supplies for use in a home occupation 
shall be limited to the United States mail, similar parcel delivery service, or private 
vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of ten-thousand (10,000) pounds or less. 

L.	 Not more than one (1) vehicle shall be utilized in the business. 

M.	 No customer waiting areas shall be provided. 

N.	 No vehicles shall be parked and no equipment or materials shall be stored for trash 
haulers, home builders, home repair contractors and similar occupations. 

Springfield Zoning Ordinance	 February 12, 2007 V-8 



     

     

Div. V - Supplemental District Regulations	 Sects. 5-1000–5-2900 

O.	 A business license shall be obtained, if required, by other ordinances. 

P. 	 No more than twenty (20) per cent of the total floor area of the dwelling unit and garage 
shall be devoted to the home occupation. A garage shall not be used for a home 
occupation if such use has the effect of eliminating required parking. 

Q. 	 Appropriate plans, showing conformance with this section, shall be approved by the 
Director of Building Development Services. 

5-1105. Particular Home Occupations Prohibited. 

Permitted home occupations shall not in any event be deemed to include the following types 
of activities and uses. 

A.	 Animal hospitals, stables or kennels. 

B.	 Auto repairing and painting. 

C.	 Barber shops and beauty parlors. 

D.	 Boarding and lodging houses, unless specifically permitted by the district regulations. 

E.	 Dancing schools and studios. 

F.	 Dispatching of transfer and moving vans. 

G.	 Furniture repairing and refinishing. 

H.	 Medical offices for doctors, dentists and veterinarians. 

I.	 Nursery schools and day care centers, unless specifically permitted by the district 
regulations. 

J.	 Palm reading or fortune telling. 

K.	 Photofinishing. 

L.	 Portrait studios. 

M.	 Preparation of food for sale. 

N.	 Private clubs. 

O.	 Radio and television repair shops. 

P.	 Raising animals for sale. 

Q.	 Restaurants. 
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R.	 Shops for contractors and tradesmen, such as electricians, plumbers and carpenters. 

S.	 Sign painting. 

T.	 Trash hauler operations other than a home office. 

U.	 Escort Services (G.O. 4781, 3-2-98) 

Section 5-1200. Temporary Uses. 

5-1201.	 Purpose.  This section is designed to gather into one section regulations regarding those land 
uses and structures which are needed, or are in place, for only short periods of time. Some of 
such uses are permitted in all zoning districts either because they are useful or necessary or 
because they do not adversely impact surrounding property.  Other temporary uses that may 
substantially impact nearby properties are permitted only in districts in which they are 
compatible with the permanent permitted uses.  Such temporary uses shall be permitted only if 
the amount of required parking for the uses on the subject property is not reduced. 

5-1202.	 Site Plan Review Not Required.  Site plan review, under the requirements of Section 3-3000, 
is not required for temporary uses regulated by this section because of the temporary nature of 
such uses. 

5-1203.	 Temporary Uses Permitted. 

A.	 The following temporary uses of land are permitted in any zoning district subject to the 
specific regulations and time limits which follow, and to the other applicable 
regulations of the district in which the use is permitted. 

1.	 Contractors office and equipment trailers and sheds (containing no sleeping or 
cooking accommodations) accessory to a construction project are permitted only 
during the duration of such project and shall be located on the same property or 
on property in a district in which the use being constructed is allowed. (G.O. 
5019, 10/23/2000) 

2.	 Real estate offices (containing no sleeping or cooking accommodations unless 
located in a model dwelling unit) incidental to a new housing or other 
development to continue only until the sale or lease of all dwelling units in the 
development. 

3.	 Fund-raising activities, such as bazaars, craft sales and Christmas tree sales, for 
non-profit organizations such as churches, libraries and museums in districts 
where the non-profit organization use is permitted provided no more than six (6) 
events per calendar year shall be permitted and each event shall not exceed a 
period of five (5) consecutive days. 

4.	 Garage or yard sales as permitted by Chapter 29C, Article III, Springfield City 
Code provided no more than two (2) garage or yard sales per calendar year shall 
be permitted and each garage or yard sale shall not exceed a period of three (3) 
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consecutive days.  A permit shall also be obtained from the Department of 
Finance. No fee for the permit is required. 

5.	 Street festivals, subject to the following restrictions. 

a.	 When a residential district adjoins the street where the festival is to be 
held, only one permit shall be issued in a twelve (12) month period.  The 
permit shall not exceed a period of three (3) days exclusive of a reasonable 
period to prepare the street prior to the event and restore the street after the 
event is complete. 

b.	 When none of the property adjoining the street where the festival is to be 
held are zoned residential, only one permit shall be issued in a six (6) 
month period.  The permit shall not exceed a period of five (5) days 
exclusive of a reasonable period to prepare the street prior to the event and 
restore the street after the event is complete. 

c.	 Activities related to the event shall be limited to a daily period extending 
from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

d.	 Lighting, activities, noise or increased traffic associated with a festival 
shall not unreasonably disturb surrounding residential properties not 
directly abutting the street.  

e.	 The applicant shall provide a reasonable plan for traffic control and 
parking approved by the Traffic Engineer and adequate evidence that said 
plan will be implemented. 

f.	 The applicant shall provide a plan for adequately ensuring that during 
actual street festival operations there will be no adverse environmental 
impact on adjacent and nearby properties.  Said plan shall include 
provisions for noise abatement, sanitary needs, dust and litter controls. 
Any violation of said plan shall provide grounds for an immediate 
revocation of a permit granted under the provisions of this section. 

g.	 A permit for the street festival has been issued by the Director of Building 
Development Services finding that all of the foregoing conditions have 
been, or will be satisfied. 

6.	 Mixing plants for cement, asphalt or paving material, staging areas and materials 
storage areas subject to the following restrictions. 

a.	 The temporary use is accessory to a project for the construction of streets 
or other public improvements. 

b.	 The temporary use is located on the same property or right-of-way, or 
directly adjacent to the same property or right-of-way, as the construction 
project. 
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(5-1203.A.6 contd.) 

c.	 The temporary use shall be removed upon completion of the construction 
project. 

d.	 The applicant shall provide a plan for controlling traffic between the 
temporary use and the construction project, approved by the Traffic 
Engineer, and adequate evidence that said plan will be implemented.  

e.	 The applicant shall provide a plan for adequately ensuring that during 
actual operations there will be no adverse environmental impact on 
adjacent and nearby properties. Said plan shall include provisions for noise 
abatement, sanitary needs, dust, and litter controls.  Any violation of said 
plan shall provide grounds for an immediate revocation of a permit granted 
under the provisions of this section. 

f.	 A permit for such use has been issued by the Director of Building 
Development Services finding that all of the foregoing conditions have 
been, or will be, satisfied. 

7.	 Hot air balloon launchings provided the launch site is located at least 
one-thousand (1,000) feet from a dwelling in an R-SF, R-TH, R-LD, R-MD, 
R-HD or R-MHC district. 

8. 	 Temporary wireless facilities towers for special events

provided the temporary tower does not exceed sixty (60) feet in

height and a permit shall not be issued for a period of time

exceeding two (2) days preceding and following the special

event. Temporary towers may also be located on the same site

as an approved permanent tower during the period that the

permanent tower is being constructed. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001)


B.	 The following uses of land are permitted in the specific zoning districts listed, subject to 
the restrictions in this section and the other applicable restrictions in the district or 
districts in which the temporary use is permitted. 

1.	 In Residential Districts.  Non-profit, fund-raising events on residential 
properties, such as, the Springfield Symphony Guild's Designer's Showcase, 
subject to the following restrictions. 

a.	 No more than one (1) permit shall be issued on the same property in a 
thirty-six (36) month period, and the permit shall not exceed a period of 
twenty-one (21) days exclusive of a reasonable period to prepare the 
property prior to the event and restore the property after the event is 
complete. 

b.	 Activities related to the event shall be limited to a daily period extending 
from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
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c.	 Lighting, activities, noise or increased traffic associated with an event shall 
not unreasonably disturb surrounding residential neighborhood. 

d.	 The applicant shall provide a reasonable plan for traffic control and 
parking approved by the Traffic Engineer and adequate evidence that said 
plan will be implemented.  

e.	 The applicant shall provide a plan for adequately ensuring that during 
actual operations there will be no adverse environmental impact on 
adjacent and nearby properties.  Said plan shall include provisions for 
noise abatement, sanitary needs, dust, and litter controls.  Any violation of 
said plan shall provide grounds for an immediate revocation of a permit 
granted under the provisions of this section. 

f.	 A permit for such event has been issued by the Director of Building 
Development Services finding that all of the foregoing conditions have 
been, or will be, satisfied. 

2.	 In the GR, HC and CS Districts.  Temporary vendors, subject to the following 
restrictions: 

a.	 A site plan shall be submitted to, and approved by, the Building 
Development Services Department showing conformance with the 
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance and other City Codes; 

b.	 All temporary vendor uses shall be in compliance with all applicable codes 
and standards of the Springfield City Code; and 

c.	 All temporary vendor uses shall be limited to those uses permitted in the 
district where the temporary vendor’s business is located. (G.O. 4925, 
9/27/99) 

3.	 In the GR, HC, CS, LI, GM, HM and IC Districts. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

a.	 An outdoor carnival or circus, subject to the following restrictions: 

(1)	 No carnival or circus shall be located on a parcel of land less than 
five (5) acres in size. 

(2)	 No permit shall be issued for a period exceeding fourteen (14) 
days exclusive of a reasonable period during which the amusement 
rides, concessions, etc. are erected or removed from the site. 

(3)	 No more than two (2) permits for a circus or carnival on the same 
property shall be issued for any twelve (12) month period. 

(4)	 Every carnival or circus shall provide either paved or dust treated 
off-street parking for not less than three-hundred (300) 
automobiles per acre of area used for amusement purpose. 
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(5-1203.B.3.a contd.) 

(5)	 Lighting, amusement activities, noise, or increased traffic 
associated with a carnival or circus shall not unreasonably disturb 
surrounding residential neighborhoods. 

(6)	 The applicant shall provide a reasonable plan for traffic control 
approved by the Traffic Engineer and adequate evidence that said 
plan will be implemented. 

(7)	 No carnival or circus shall be permitted within five-hundred (500) 
feet of the lot line of occupied residential property; except, the 
Director of Building Development Services may reduce the 
distance requirement set forth in this Subsection if the Director 
determines that existing buildings, structures, or uses of land or 
terrain of the parcel of land for which application is made or 
adjacent parcels substantially reduce potential noise pollution, 
aesthetic pollution and other types of pollution. 

(8)	 The carnival or circus shall limit its hours of operation to a daily 
period extending from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

(9)	 The applicant shall provide a performance bond with the City as 
the named payee, which bond shall guarantee that the premises 
will be left in a condition that does not produce any adverse 
environmental impact on adjacent property.  The bond shall be 
submitted to the Director of Building Development Services. 

(10)	 The applicant shall provide a plan for adequately ensuring that 
during actual carnival or circus operations there will be no adverse 
environmental impact on adjacent and nearby properties.  Said 
plan shall include provisions for noise abatement, sanitary needs, 
dust, and litter controls. Any violation of said plan shall provide 
grounds for an immediate revocation of a permit granted under the 
provisions of this section. 

(11)	 A permit for such circus or carnival has been issued by the 
Director of Building Development Services finding that all of the 
foregoing conditions have been, or will be, satisfied. 

b.	 Christmas tree sales for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days.  Display of 
Christmas trees need not comply with the yard and setback requirements 
of this Article, provided, that no tree shall be displayed within thirty (30) 
feet of the intersection of the curb line of any two (2) streets or any sight 
triangle required by Subsection 5-1306, Vision Obstruction Restrictions. 

c.	 Temporary promotional activities subject to the following restrictions: 
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(1) No permit shall be granted for a period exceeding six (6) days 
exclusive of a reasonable period during which the promotional 
uses are erected or taken down. 

(2) No more than two (2) permits for a temporary promotional use for 
the same property shall be issued during any six (6) month period. 

(3) Temporary promotional uses shall be limited in number to not 
more than five (5) carnival rides, amusement rides, or other similar 
amusements, and no games, side shows, tents shelters, concessions 
or other similar uses shall be employed or associated therewith. 
Carnival rides, amusement rides, and other similar amusements 
shall not be located within four-hundred (400) feet of the lot line 
of occupied residential property except as permitted by (8) below. 

(4) Temporary promotional uses shall not occupy more than then (10) 
percent of any paved parking area. 

(5) Retail businesses may display merchandise that is for sale within 
the building in the area immediately adjacent to the building 
subject to the following conditions: 

(a) No portion of the display shall be on publicly owned 
property unless the applicant shall first have obtained 
approval for such use from the Director of Building 
Development Services. 

(b) No food or drink may be displayed outside the building 
except in accordance with standards and prior written 
approval of the Department of Public Health and welfare. 

(c) These provisions shall in no way be deemed to authorize 
the outdoor display or the sale of used furniture, 
appliances, housewares, or other second-hand 
merchandise in those districts which do not otherwise 
permit such uses. 

(6) In granting a permit for a temporary promotional use, the Director 
of Building Development Services shall determine that pedestrian 
and vehicular traffic will not be impaired by such temporary use. 
The Director of Building Development Services must also 
determine that the applicant has a reasonable plan for traffic 
control approved by the Traffic Engineer and has provided 
adequate evidence that said plan will be implemented. 

(7) No permit shall be granted  where the lighting, promotional 
activities, noise or increased traffic associated therewith will 
unreasonably disturb the surrounding residential neighborhoods. 
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(8)	 No temporary promotional use shall be located within three-
hundred (300) feet of the lot line of occupied residential property, 
except for the display of goods and merchandise where a building 
is located between the temporary promotional use and the 
occupied residential property so that the occupied residential 
property is completely shielded from the temporary promotional 
use. 

(9)	 Each temporary promotional use shall cease its daily operation for 
more than one-half (1/2) hour after the closing of the associated 
commercial uses, except in no event shall the promotional use 
operate after 10:00 p.m. or prior to 8:00 a.m. 

(10)	 The applicant shall provide a performance bond with the City as 
the named payee which bond shall guarantee that the premises will 
be left in a condition so that the environment is not adversely 
affected. 

(11)	 A permit for such activity has been issued by the Director of 
Building Development Services finding that all of the foregoing 
conditions have been, or will be, satisfied. 

4.	 In the GR. District.  Temporary seasonal outdoor sales and related storage 
accessory to a permitted use. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

Section 5-1300. Supplemental Open Space and Yard Regulations. 

5-1301.	 Front Yard Regulations.  All property shall have a front yard of not less than prescribed by 
this Article unless otherwise permitted within this Section. Where the front yard setback of 
existing buildings fronting the same street is less or greater than the required front yard 
setback, any building or structure hereafter erected or structurally altered or enlarged shall 
conform to such established setback as follows: 

A.	 On interior lots, a new building other than garages or carports may be erected, 
structurally altered or enlarged within the minimum required front yard setback only if 
both adjacent lots fronting the same street are developed and the existing front yard 
setback on both lots is less than the minimum front yard setback required by the zoning 
district. In such case, the front yard setback line shall not be less than the setback of the 
two (2) adjacent developed lots fronting the same street. 

B.	 On corner lots, a new building other than garages or carports may be erected, 
structurally altered or enlarged within the minimum required front yard setback only if 
the adjacent lot fronting the same street is developed and the existing front yard setback 
on the lot is less than the minimum front yard setback required by the zoning district. 
In such case, the front yard setback line shall not be less than the setback of the adjacent 
developed lot fronting the same street; nor, shall the building be located in any area 
formed by a triangle measured twenty-five (25) feet along the right-of-way lines from 
the intersection of adjacent right-of-way lines. 
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C.	 Where property on one (1) side of the street between two (2) intersecting streets, is 
located in a nonresidential district and a residential district, the front yard setback 
required in the residential district shall apply to the nonresidential district.  This 
requirement shall not apply beyond the first one-hundred (100) feet of frontage zoned 
nonresidential (Figure 5-2).  No parking is permitted within the required front yard 
setback. 

Figure 5-2. 

D.	 On cul-de-sacs, the front yard setback line shall be located on the lot so that it is parallel 
to a line drawn tangent to the cul-de-sac right-of-way line at the center of the lot 
frontage.  The front yard setback line shall be located at a distance from the cul-de-sac 
right-of-way line where the length of the front yard setback line is equal to the 
minimum lot width required in the zoning district and the resulting front yard setback is 
at least equal to the minimum required in the zoning district. 
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5-1302.	 Side Yards - Corner Lots. 
A.	 On a corner lot, the side yard requirement shall be the same as for interior lots except 

when the lot to the rear of the corner lot faces the street adjacent to the side of the 
corner lot, in which case the corner lot shall have a side yard, adjacent to the street, 
equal to not less than one-half (1/2) the existing or required front yard setback of the lot 
to the rear of the corner lot, whichever is greater.  However, existing buildings with a 
front yard setback greater than fifty (50) feet shall be figured at fifty (50) feet when 
determining the average setback line (Figure 5-4). 

Figure 5-4. 

B.	 Garage doors for residential uses shall be located a minimum of twenty (20) feet from 
the side lot line when the vehicular access to a lot is from a street adjacent to the side lot 
line and the garage door is generally parallel to the side lot line.  (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

5-1303.	 Yards Open.  Except as specified in this section, yards required by this Article shall be open 
and unobstructed to the sky. 

5-1304.	 Exceptions as to Yard Regulations.  The following exceptions shall be made as to yard and 
area regulations: 

A.	 Peculiar Shape of Yard.  Where the yard regulations cannot reasonably be complied 
with or their application determined on lots of peculiar shape or location on hillside 

lots, such regulations may be modified or determined by the Board of Adjustment, as 
provided in Section 3-3500, Variances. 
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B.	 Variations From Major Thoroughfare Plan. Where the City Council has adopted 
right-of-way of greater or lesser width from those established by the Major 
Thoroughfare Plan of the City, the right-of-way as established by the City Council shall 
apply. That right-of-way width shall be used in determining yard requirements. 

C.	 Lot Width Regulation Modified.  Where an odd-shaped lot has more than the required 
area for its particular district, the width of such lot may be computed in the most 
buildable portion having minimum area requirements; provided it complies with all 
bulk and open space requirements for the particular district. 

D.	 Parking Area in Rear Yard.  A parking area may occupy a required rear yard or any 
part thereof if in conformance with Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

E.	 Loading Space in Rear Yard.  A loading space may occupy a required rear yard or 
any part thereof provided the adjacent rear lot is designated the same or a more intense 
zoning classification and if in conformance with Sections 6-1000 and 6-1200. 

F.	 Building Line Established on Approved Final Plat.  If a building line, on an 
approved final plat, establishes a setback greater than required by this Article, the 
setback on the final plat shall be required. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

5-1305.	 Permitted Projections and Structures in Required Yards.  The following shall not be 
considered to be obstructions when located in a required yard.  (G.O.5127,10/29/01) 

A.	 In all yards. 

1.	 Cornices, eaves, gutters, belt courses, sills, awnings, canopies or other similar 
architectural features, shall not extend or project into a required side yard more 
than two (2) feet and shall not extend or project into a required front or rear yard 
more than three (3) feet.  

2.	 Open, unenclosed fire escapes shall not extend or project into any front, side or 
rear yard more than four (4) feet. 

3.	 Open, unenclosed stairways or balconies, not covered by a roof or canopy, shall 
not extend or project into a required rear yard more than three (3) feet, and such 
balconies shall not extend into a required front yard more than three (3) feet. 

4.	 Enclosing or temporary enclosing of open porches, steps, platforms, carports or 
landing places and outside open stairways which extend into minimum required 
yards is prohibited. 

5.	 Any retaining wall or solid masonry wall up to two-and-one-half (2-1/2) feet 
high shall be permitted in any required yard. 

6.	 Any fence or hedge, in the front yard shall comply with the provisions of Section 
5-1306. 
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7.	 Fixed awnings, canopies and marquees shall be located at least eight (8) feet 
above the sidewalk and shall not project closer than two (2) feet to the curb line. 

8.	 Attached or detached pump island canopies and customer service shelters in 
commercial and industrial districts may extend to the vertical plane of the front 
and side property lines subject to the following conditions: 

a.	 The minimum height from the underside of the roof to the average ground 
level shall be thirteen-and-one-half (13-1/2) feet. 

b.	 No portion of the structure shall be located in or over any existing or 
required utility easement without prior written approval of the appropriate 
agency. 

c.	 No portion of the structure shall be located in or over the required right-of-
way of an adjacent street based on the classification of the street 
(Subsection 1-1317). 

d.	 The area beneath the roof shall be open and unobstructed to the ground 
level except for pump islands, fuel pumps, tables, chairs, and trash 
receptacles. 

e.	 Decorative boxes and plantings shall not exceed three (3) feet above 
ground level. 

f.	 Attendant service booths located on the service island may be permitted 
and shall not be located closer to the front property line than the minimum 
required building setback line. 

g.	 Advertising signs shall be prohibited on any portion of the roof and 
supporting posts or columns. 

h.	 Two (2) vertical clearance signs and two (2) customer directional signs not 
exceeding one-and-one-half (1-1/2) square feet in area and located at least 
eight (8) feet above ground level shall be permitted. 

i.	 Structures shall not occupy more than fifty (50) percent of the area 
between the required building setback line and the vertical plane of the 
front property line.  

9.	 Open terraces, not including permanently roofed-over terraces or porches,  shall 
not extend more than ten (10) feet into a required yard provided said terrace is at 
least ten (10) feet from the rear or front lot line, three (3) feet from the side lot 
line on interior lots and five (5) feet from the side lot line adjacent to the street 
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(5-1305.A contd.) 

on corner lots and not over four (4) feet above the average level of the adjoining 
lot. 

10.	 One-story bay windows shall not project more than thirty (30) inches into a yard. 

11.	 Chimneys may project eighteen (18) inches or less into the yard, provided that 
such projection does not reduce the width of a side yard to less than three (3) 
feet. 

12.	 Statuary, arbors and trellises. 

13.	 Flag poles. 

14.	 Signs, when permitted by Section 5-1400. 

15.	 Open porches, platforms, landing places and carports that do not extend above 
the first floor of the building shall not project more than ten (10) feet into any 
yard provided, and said projection shall be at least ten (10) feet from the rear or 
front lot line, three (3) feet from the side lot line on interior lots and five (5) feet 
from the side lot line adjacent to the street on corner lots. 

16.	 Air conditioning machinery located on an exterior pad. 

17.	 Surface parking in an office, institutional, business, commercial or industrial 
zoning district. 

18.	 Automatic teller machines (ATMs). 

19.	 Telephone booths. 

B.	 In any yard except a front yard: 

1.	 A child's playhouse or a storage building not exceeding one-hundred (100) 
square feet in gross floor area and ten (10) feet in height. 

2.	 Recreational equipment and clotheslines. 

3.	 Fences not exceeding seven (7) feet in height and which comply with the 
provisions of Section 5-1306. 

5-1306. Vision Obstruction Restrictions. 

A.	 Front Yards. 

1.	 No Obstructions in Front Yards.  On any lot on which a front yard is required 
by this article, no wall, fence or other structure shall be erected and no hedge, 
tree, shrub, or other growth or object of any kind shall be maintained in such 
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location within such required front yard so as to obstruct the view, except as 
permitted by this subsection. 

2.	 Fences in Front Yards. 

a.	 Open fences not exceeding fifty (50) percent screening and 
three-and-one-half (3-1/2) feet in height above yard grade shall not be 
deemed to obstruct the view. 

b.	 The square footage of the open voids shall be measured by taking the total 
square footage of an area defined by the length of the fence and a height of 
three-and-one-half (3-1/2) feet above yard grade, and subtracting the total 
square footage of screening within the fence. The percent of open voids 
shall then be derived by dividing the total square footage of the open voids 
by the total square footage of the area calculated above, and multiplying 
this figure by one-hundred (100).  The fence's framing (the vertical posts 
supporting the fence from the ground and no more than two (2) horizontal 
cross bars between the posts) shall not be included in the calculation of the 
total square footage of screening, provided the framing posts and cross 
bars do not exceed a four (4) inch width and the posts are spaced at least 
eight (8) feet apart. If the fencing is placed between brick or stone pillars, 
these pillars shall be included in the calculation of the total square footage 
of screening. 

c.	 Questions regarding the yard grade shall be resolved by the Director of the 
Department of Building Regulations. 

d.	 A building permit, at no charge, shall be required to construct a fence in 
any required front yard. 

3.	 Vegetation in Front Yards.  Hedges, shrubbery, flowers or other similar 
vegetation planted to form a continuous line of growth shall not exceed a height 
of three-and-one-half (3-1/2) feet. 

B.	 Sight Triangles. 

1.	 Street Intersections.  Standards for street intersection sight triangles shall reflect 
the street classification as identified in the Major Thoroughfare Plan. The 
conditions below indicate the minimum requirements for sight triangles as 
measured along the required right-of-way (Figure 5-5).  The City Traffic 
Engineer may require additional triangle area for clear sight and safety as 
determined by a traffic study for special conditions. 
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Sight Triangle Requirements 

Intersecting 
Streets 

Express-
way 

Primary 
Arterial 

Secondary 
Arterial 

Major 
Collector 

Residential 
Collector 

Commercial/ 
Industrial 

Local 
Residential 

Local 

Low-Volume 
Residential 

Local 

Expressway  A  A  A  B  B  B  B  B  

Primary 
Arterial 

A A A B B B C C 

Secondary 
Arterial 

A A B B C C C C 

Major  
Collector 

B B B C C C C C 

Residential 
Collector 

B B C C C C C -

Commercial/  
Industrial 
Local 

B B C C C C C -

Residential 
Local 

B C C C C C - -

Low-Volume 
Residential 
Local 

B C C C - - - -

Key: A - 100' x 100' Sight Triangle 
B - 30' x  30' Sight Triangle 
C - 10' x  10' Sight Triangle 
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2.	 Street/Driveway Intersections.  A street/driveway sight triangle is the triangle 
formed by the intersection of a public street and a driveway where the triangle 
area is that area encompassed within two intersecting lines formed by the edge of 
the pavement, curb, roadway, or projection thereof, and extending forty (40) feet 
down the street from the right edge of the driveway when standing in the 

Figure 5-5. 

Figure 5-6.
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driveway facing the street, and extending twelve (12) feet from the edge of the 
street up the driveway pavement, and a third imaginary line connecting the 
extremities of the other two without overlaying the pavement.  On the left side of 
the driveway, the triangle shall be calculated by measuring sixty-five (65) feet 
down the street pavement from the edge of the driveway and measuring twelve 
(12) feet down the driveway pavement from the edge of the street, and a third 
imaginary line connecting the extremities of the other two without overlaying the 
pavement (Figure 5-6). 

3.	 No Obstructions Permitted.  No wall, fence, other structure, hedge, tree, shrub, 
flower, other vegetation, or landscaping materials over two (2) feet in height shall 
be placed within the sight triangle formed by the intersection of two public 
streets, as defined in Subsection 5-1306.B.1. or within the sight triangle formed 
by the intersection of a public street and a driveway, as defined in Subsection 
5-1306.B.2. However, a single tree having a single trunk shall be allowed in a 
sight triangle provided the tree is pruned to a height of seven (7) feet above yard 
grade. 

4.	 When Front Yard Not Required.  On any lot on which a front yard is not 
required by this Article, no wall, fence, other structure, hedge, tree, shrub, flower, 
other vegetation, or landscaping materials over two (2) feet or under seven (7) 
feet in height above the lowest grade of two (2) or more intersecting streets shall 
be placed within the street intersection sight triangle, the two (2) sides of which 
are defined by measuring twice the pavement width of each intersecting street, as 
classified in the Major Thoroughfare Plan, along its centerline from the center of 
the intersection (Figure 5-7). 

Figure 5-7. 

5-1307.	 Yard Requirements for Open Land.  If a lot is, or will be, occupied by a permitted use 
without buildings or structures, then the minimum front, side and rear yards that would 
otherwise be required for such lot shall be provided and maintained unless some other 
provision of this Article requires or permits a different minimum front, side or rear yard. 
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Front, side and rear yards shall not be required on lots used for garden purposes without 
structures, or on lots used for open public recreation areas. 

Section 5-1400. Signs. 

5-1401.	 Purpose.  Signs use private land and the sight line created by public rights-of-way to inform 
and persuade the general public by publishing a message. This section provides standards for 
the erection and maintenance of signs. All signs shall be erected and maintained in accordance 
with these standards. The general purpose of these standards is to promote, preserve, and 
protect the health, safety, general welfare, convenience, and enjoyment of the public, to 
preserve and protect the aesthetic quality of Springfield, and to achieve the following: 

A. Safety.  To promote the safety of persons and property by providing that signs: 

1.	 Do not create a hazard due to collapse, fire, collision, decay, abandonment, or 
other safety considerations; 

2.	 Do not obstruct fire fighting or police surveillance; 

3.	 Do not create traffic hazards by confusing or distracting motorists; 

4.	 Do not impair the driver's ability to see pedestrians, obstacles, or other vehicles, 
or to read traffic signs and signals; and 

5.	 Do not otherwise interfere with or detract from the safety of persons or property. 

B.	 Communications Efficiency.  To promote the efficient transfer of information in sign 
messages by providing that: 

1.	 Customers and other persons may locate a business or service; 

2.	 No person or group is arbitrarily denied the use of the sight lines from the public 
right-of-way for communication purposes; and 

3.	 The messages in signs may otherwise be communicated efficiently. 

C.	 Landscape Quality and Preservation.  To protect the public welfare and to enhance 
the appearance and economy of the city, by providing that signs: 

1.	 Do not interfere with scenic views; 

2.	 Do not create a nuisance to persons using the public rights-of-way; 

3.	 Do not constitute a nuisance to occupancy of adjacent property by their 
brightness, size, height, or movement; 

4.	 Are not detrimental to land or property values; 
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5.	 Do not overwhelm people by the number of messages presented, and do not 
interfere with the exercise of freedom of choice to observe or ignore said 
messages, according to the observer's purpose; 

6.	 Do not negatively affect the city's tourism industry; 

7.	 Do not create or worsen visual clutter or visual blight; 

8.	 Do contribute to the special character of particular areas or districts within the city, 
helping the observer to understand the city and be oriented within it; (G.O. 4592) 

9.	 Do otherwise protect and preserve a quality landscape in the city; and 

10.	 Do otherwise enhance the appearance and economy of the city. 

5-1402.	 Exempt Signs.  The following signs shall not require the issuance of a sign permit, but must 
be in conformance with all other sign regulations and the Building Code.  These signs are 
allowed in addition to all other signs allowed under this Article. 

A.	 Address Numbers and Name Plates.  Address numbers for each residential building 
and building address numbers not exceeding one (1) square foot in effective area per 
character, and one (1) name plate not exceeding two (2) square feet in effective area per 
dwelling unit or business. All address numbers and name plates shall be attached signs, 
except as follows: 

1.	 They may be attached to a mailbox or curb if they do not increase the size of the 
surface area or alter the shape of the mailbox or curb, and 

2.	 If a building is more than one-hundred (100) feet from the street, its address 
numbers may be detached. 

B.	 Banner Signs.   One sign composed of highly flexible lightweight material, such as a 
banner, per business premise, which is not over four (4) square feet in effective area, 
posted for not more than thirty (30) days per year. 

C.	 Directional Signs. Detached on-premise directional signs which do not exceed five (5) 
square feet in effective area. Any logo, business name, product, or service 
identification, or other advertising shall not exceed twenty (20) percent of the effective 
area. No part of the sign shall exceed four (4) feet in height above street grade or four 
(4) feet in height above the lowest level of the ground under the sign if elevation of 
premise at sign location is more than twelve (12) inches above street grade, excluding 
berms or other landscaping features.  

D.	 Flag.  A single piece of flexible material displaying the design, symbol, or script which 
has been officially adopted as the identifying symbol of a nation, state, political 
subdivision of a state, person or entity.  Flags may be displayed for the purpose of 
showing allegiance, respect, or patriotism to the particular symbol or person displayed 
on the flag and may not be displayed for the purpose of advertising or to attract 
attention of the public to a particular site. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 
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E.	 Government Signs. Any sign erected or maintained by or for any agency of 
government pursuant to and in discharge of any governmental function or required or 
authorized by law, ordinance, or governmental regulations.  

F.	 Internal Signs.   Any on-premise sign, the copy of which cannot be viewed from a 
street right-of-way or adjoining residential property; but excluding mall signs as 
covered by the Building Codes. 

G.	 Neighborhood Identification Signs.  A detached sign, masonry wall, landscaping or 
other similar material or features which are combined to form a display for 
neighborhood or tract identification, provided that the legend of such display shall 
consist of only the neighborhood, tract name, or historic district.  Neighborhood 
identification signs may be permitted in street rights-of-way upon review and approval 
of the Director of Public Works with any conditions he deems necessary to ensure 
safety. (G.O. 4830, 9/8/98) 

H.	 Real Estate Sale, Lessee and Construction Signs.  Detached or attached non-
illuminated temporary on-premise sign pertaining to the construction, sale, or lease, of 
that premise, not to exceed thirty-four (34) square feet in effective area in business areas 
and not to exceed six (6) square feet in effective area in non-business areas. In both 
business and non-business areas, such signs may have up to thirty-four (34) square feet 
in effective area if the premise on which they are located either has at least two-
hundred-fifty (250) feet of frontage or contains more than five (5) acres.  Such signs 
shall be removed within fourteen (14) days after the closing of the sale or lease or 
within thirty (30) days after the issuance of an occupancy permit or erection of a 
permanent sign, whichever occurs first.  

I.	  Vehicular Signs.  Any on a vehicle, which is traveling or lawfully parked where the 
primary purpose of such parking is not the display of any sign.  Vehicular signs must 
not contain any flashing or blinking lights, nor any animation.  The sign may not 
increase the size of the surface area or alter the shape of the motor vehicle, except that a 
roof sign not to exceed two (2) square feet in effective area shall be allowed. This 
exemption shall not include signs in transit to a site of permanent use. Provided, 
however, nothing in this section shall limit the use, size, or shape of political signs on 
vehicles. 

J.	 Inflatable Display Objects:  An inflatable display object is a device which is designed 
to be inflated and erected for the purpose of attracting public attention.  No person shall 
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erect, maintain, or display an inflatable display object outdoors for commercial 
purposes at the same site in any three (3) month period for more than seven (7) days. 

K.	 Miscellaneous Exempt Signs. 

1.	 A sign located on machinery or equipment which is necessary or customary to 
the business, including such devices as gasoline pumps or vending machines, 
which does not increase the size of the surface area or alter the shape of the 
machine or equipment. 

2.	 A sign used as a part of a bus stop bench provided it does not interfere with 
driver vision or pedestrian movement. 

3.	 A sign on facilities located in city parks which provides information that is 
incidental to a sponsored activity such as scoreboards, time clocks, benches, or 
signs in concession stands. 

4.	 A detached or attached temporary sign not exceeding four (4) square feet in 
background area advertising drives or events of a civic, philanthropic, 
educational, religious, political or similar nature, provided that said sign is posted 
only during said drive or event for no more than thirty (30) days per year and is 
removed within twenty-four (24) hours after an event.  

5.	 Attached incidental sign, which pertains to goods, products, services or facilities 
that are available on the premises where the sign is located, but only tangentially 
related to the main activities or purposes of the business, not exceeding a total of 
four (4) square feet in effective area per business. 

L.	 Historic Landmark Signs. One free-standing or facade-mounted sign identifying a 
premises of historical significance, located in any locally or nationally designated 
historic district in the City of Springfield, and at any duly designated Historic Site, 
Historic Landmark, or Interior Landmark located elsewhere within the City of 
Springfield. All such signs shall, at a minimum, identify the original owner, the current 
owner, and circa the year the house was built. No such sign may be more nor less than 
two (2) square feet in sign area. Lettering styles, logos, and design motifs should be 
black on a white background and in keeping with the character of the era  in which the 
building was constructed. 

1.	 Illumination. All signage illumination must be provided from the exterior, and 
the lighting should be done in a manner which does not result in any glare (either 
directly from the light fixture or indirectly off the sign), and which minimizes the 
visibility of the light fixture used to illuminate the subject sign. 

2.	 Facade-Mounted Sign. Such signs must be in harmony with the design of the 
corresponding facade and should not obscure any significant architectural 
elements. Such signs shall not extend completely to the edge of any facade. 
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3.	 Free-Standing Sign. Free-standing signs are only permitted for structures having 
a front yard setback of twenty (20) feet or more. Such signs must have a 
minimum setback of two (2) feet from the public right-of-way line or any lot line, 
may not interfere with sight distances at street intersections, and may not have a 
height greater than thirty (30) inches. (G.O. 4630) 

5-1403.	 Exempt Operations.  The following operations shall not require the issuance of a sign 
permit: 

A.	 Changing of the copy describing products or services on an existing permitted sign 
which is specifically designed for the use of manually or automatically changeable 
copy including billboard panels and posters; but not including changes in the structure, 
size, placement, or location of the sign. 

B.	 Maintenance, including repainting, cleaning, or other normal repair of a sign not 
involving structural changes. Maintenance includes all face changes, but does not 
include changes in the structure, size, placement, materials or location of the sign. 

5-1404.	 General Sign Provisions.  The provisions of this section shall apply to all signs in the city, 
without regard to their classification as a business or non-business sign. 

A.	 General Prohibition.  All signs are prohibited except as allowed by this Article. 

B.	 Public Areas.   No sign other than a government sign or a neighborhood identification 
sign reviewed and approved by the Director of Public Works, shall be allowed which is 
located within or projects over any public property, including right-of-way, except 
where the building is located on or within three (3) feet of the property line.  No such 
signs are allowed in the right-of-way of any thoroughfare designated as part of the 
Federal Aid Urban (FAU) system.  In no instance shall signs project beyond a vertical 
plane two (2) feet inside the curb line from any building and the bottom of said sign 
shall not be less than ten (10) feet above the highest level of the ground under the sign's 
lowest point. (G.O. 4830, 9/8/98) 

C.	 Parking Spaces.   No sign shall occupy a parking space necessary to satisfy minimum 
off-street parking requirements. 

D.	 Prohibited Signs.  The following signs are prohibited, which: 

1.	 Concern unlawful activity; 

2.	 Operate or employ any motion picture projection in conjunction with any 
advertisements; 

3.	 Employ any searchlights or strobe lights; 

4.	 May be confused with or construed as a traffic control sign, signal, or device, or 
the light of an emergency or road equipment vehicle by reason of their size, 
location, movement, content, coloring, or manner of illumination; 
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5.	 Hide from the view of those to whom the device is directed, any traffic or street 
sign or signal or similar device; 

6.	 Are temporary, except as specifically allowed in this code. 

E.	 Sign Illumination.  Illuminated signs shall be designed, located, and constructed to 
eliminate or significantly reduce glare and shall not increase the lighting intensity upon 
adjoining premises not under the same ownership and control. 

F.	 Sign Condition.  No person shall maintain or allow to be maintained on any premises 
owned or controlled by that person any dangerous or defective sign.  All signs, together 
with all their supports, braces, connections, or anchors shall be kept in good repair. 
Unsafe signs, damaged, or deteriorated signs, or signs in danger of breaking apart or 
falling shall be removed or repaired by their owner.  Any fading, chipping, peeling, or 
flaking of paint, plastic, or glass; or any mechanical, electrical, or structural defect shall 
be corrected upon written notice by the Director of Building Development Services. 

G.	 Compliance with Building Codes.  All signs shall be erected or affixed and 
maintained in compliance with the Building Codes. 

H.	 Signs at Street Intersections.  Standards for street intersection sight triangles shall 
reflect the street classification as identified in the Major Thoroughfare Plan. The 
conditions below indicate the minimum requirements for sight triangles as measured 
along the required right-of-way.  The City Traffic Engineer may require additional 
triangle area for clear sight and safety as determined by a traffic study or special 
condition. 

Signs may be erected in the street intersection sight triangles; however, any sign must 
be at least ten (10) feet above street grade except for supports, which may not exceed 
one (1) foot in width or diameter or be spaced less than ten (10) feet apart from any 
other stationary object. 
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Sight Triangle Requirements 

Intersecting 
Streets 

Express-
way 

Primary 
Arterial 

Secondary 
Arterial 

Major 
Collector 

Residential 
Collector 

Commercial/ 
Industrial 

Local 
Residential 

Local 

Low-Volume 
Residential 

Local 

Expressway  A  A  A  B  B  B  B  B  

Primary 
Arterial 

A A A B B B C C 

Secondary 
Arterial 

A A B B C C C C 

Major  
Collector 

B B B C C C C C 

Residential 
Collector 

B B C C C C C -

Commercial/  
Industrial 
Local 

B B C C C C C -

Residential 
Local 

B C C C C C - -

Low-Volume 
Residential 
Local 

B C C C - - - -

Key:	 A - 100' x 100' Sight Triangle 
B - 30' x  30' Sight Triangle 
C - 10' x  10' Sight Triangle 

I.	 Signs at Street/Driveway Intersections.   Signs may be erected in the street/driveway 
sight triangles; however, any sign must be at least ten (10) feet above street grade 
except for supports, which may not exceed one (1) foot in width or diameter or be 
spaced less than ten (10) feet apart from any other stationary object. 

A street/driveway sight triangle shall be calculated as follows:  a triangle formed by 
the intersection of a public street and a driveway where the triangle area is that area 
encompassed within two intersecting lines formed by the edge of the pavement, curb, 
roadway, or projection thereof and extending forty (40) feet down the street from the 
right edge of the driveway when standing in the driveway facing the street, and 
extending twelve (12) feet from the edge of the street extending up the driveway 
pavement, and a third imaginary line connecting the extremities of the other two 
without overlaying the pavement. On the left side of the driveway, the triangle shall 
be measured by measuring sixty-five (65) feet down the street pavement from the 
edge of the driveway and measuring twelve (12) feet down the driveway pavement 
from the edge of the street, and an imaginary third straight line connecting the 
extremities of the other two without overlaying the pavement. 
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J.	 Any sign permitted under this Article may contain ideological or non-commercial 
copy in lieu of any other copy. 

K.	 Exit and Entrance Ramps.  Exit and entrance ramps from a freeway or  expressway 
shall be treated as part of a freeway or expressway. For purposes of elevation, the 
elevation of the ramp or lanes of the freeway or  expressway which are nearest to the 
sign shall be utilized. 

L.	 Streamers.  Multiple pieces of fabric, plastic, tinsel or other material designed to 
either flap, move, wiggle or spin in the wind, which are suspended outdoors from a 
single structure, pole, rope, wire or string, for the purpose of attracting public 
attention to the site where they are displayed. Streamers are prohibited regardless of 
color, design or script displayed on the streamers. (G.O. 4570) (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

5-1405. Provisions for Signs in Business Areas. (G.O. 5178, 4/22/02) 

A.	 General Provisions.  These provisions shall apply to all permanent signs in business 
areas as defined in this Article. 

1.	 A sign in a business area shall conform to regulations for a sign in a non-business 
area if any part of the sign or sign structure is within twenty-five (25) feet of a 
non-business area. 

2.	 Flashing lights or animation on signs in business areas shall be placed at least ten 
(10) feet above street grade. 

3.	 On-premise signs shall be allowed in business areas. 

4.	 Sign regulations enforced by the Missouri Highway and Transportation 
Commission along the interstate and primary highway system in the city shall 
take precedence over any less restrictive requirements of this Article. 

5.	 Each premise with frontage on any street shall be allowed at least one permanent 
detached sign. 

6.	 Premises which have more than four-hundred-twenty-five (425) feet of frontage 
along a street may have one additional detached sign for each additional four-
hundred-twenty-five (425) feet of frontage or fraction thereof, provided a 
minimum of three-hundred (300) feet of separation is maintained between all 
detached signs on a given premise, any off-premise sign meets the requirements 
of Section 5-1405.F, and a setback of twenty-five (25) feet from adjacent 
property lines is maintained for all detached signs on the premise, except the 
twenty-five (25) foot setback does not apply to off-premise signs.  This three-
hundred (300) foot spacing of all detached signs on a given premise shall be 
measured radially from the nearest portion of the signs or sign structures. 

7.	 A premise with frontage along both an expressway and an arterial, an expressway 
and a freeway, a freeway and an arterial, two (2) expressways, two (2) freeways 
or two (2) arterials as designated by the Major Thoroughfare Plan, shall be 
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allowed one (1) detached sign per street provided such location meets the 
separation requirements of Subsection (6) above.  In the event a second detached 
sign is permitted by the application of Subsection (6) above, this Subsection shall 
not be construed to allow any additional detached signs. 

8.	 Each premise containing more than one (1) business shall reserve one (1) 
detached sign to identify either the entire premise, or businesses therein desiring 
to be identified, unless the businesses have an agreement to the contrary. 

9.	 No part of the detached sign or sign structure shall exceed a height of forty (40) 
feet from the grade of the highest paved portion of right-of-way adjacent to the 
property where the sign is installed or located except where the natural grade of 
the sign structure location is more than twenty (20) feet higher than the adjacent 
street grade in which event no part of the sign or sign structure shall exceed a 
height of twenty (20) feet maximum from natural grade. 

10.	 All sign illumination shall conform to Section 6-1400. 

11.	 Outdoor signs advertising retail and personal service uses located in an office 
building in an O, Office, District (Section 4-2002.V.) are limited to wall signs on 
the walls of the office building and to a directory of building tenants on a ground 
sign not over five (5) feet in height. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

B.	 On-premise Detached Signs.  On-premise detached signs are allowed in business 
areas, based upon the classification of the street they front upon as designated in the 
Major Thoroughfare Plan, as follows: 

1.	 A premise fronting on a local or collector street shall be allowed an On-premise 
detached sign with an effective area determined by adding fifty (50) square feet 
to a ratio of one (1) square foot of effective area per lineal foot of frontage along 
the local or collector street. 

2.	 A premise fronting on an arterial, expressway, or freeway shall be allowed a On-
premise detached sign with an effective area determined by adding one-hundred 
(100) square feet to a ratio of two (2) square feet of effective area per lineal foot 
of frontage along the arterial, expressway, or freeway. 

3.	 The maximum effective area for any on-premise detached business sign shall be 
three hundred fifty (350) square feet. 

C.	 Attached Signs.  Attached signs are allowed in business areas in accordance with the 
following provisions: 

1.	 Each business shall be allowed wall signs on any wall.  In the event the business 
does not front on a street, it shall be allowed signage as if it fronted on a local 
street. These signs shall extend no further than eighteen (18) inches from the 
wall. A wall sign is a sign in a parallel plane to and attached, installed, painted, 
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engraved or etched upon a structure's wall, awning, canopy, marquee, parapet, 
sun shield, window, door or similar item. Wall signs do not include signs on the 
inside or outside of windows except that any signs on the outside of the window, 
which do any advertising beyond merely identifying the business and giving the 
times it is open, shall be subject to total square footage limitations. A wall sign 
shall not extend beyond the wall edge.  

2.	 The total effective area of all wall signs allowed for a business shall be calculated 
based upon the lineal footage of each wall having frontage on a street. The 
effective area shall not exceed three (3) square feet per lineal foot of the wall 
length. 

3.	 A premise may have a roof sign only if it does not have a detached or projecting 
sign. A roof sign is any sign erected upon, against, or directly above a roof.  The 
lower edge of a roof sign shall be at least six (6) feet above the surface of the 
roof. Roof signs shall be set back from the outside walls of the building no less 
than four (4) feet and no part of the sign shall extend beyond any wall.  The 
methodology used to determine the effective area allowed for detached signs 
shall be used to calculate the effective area allowed for roof signs. 

4.	 A business may have a projecting sign only if it does not have a roof sign or a 
maximum number of allowable detached signs for that premise.  A projecting 
sign is a sign which is attached to and projects from a surface or building face. 
Where a premise frontage would allow the use of two (2)  or more detached 
signs, a projecting sign may be substituted for one of the detached signs. 
Projecting signs shall have a minimum clearance of ten (10) feet above the 
highest level of the ground under the sign at the sign's lowest point and shall not 
exceed twenty (20) square feet in effective area. (G.O. 5471) 

D.	 Temporary Signs in Business Areas - General Provisions. 

1.	 Any premise in a business area may use a banner sign as specified under 
Subsection 5-1402, Exempt Signs, of up to four (4) square feet in effective area 
for no more than thirty (30) days per calendar year, without obtaining a permit. 

2.	 Except for Exempt Signs under Section 5-1411, a permit is required under 
Subsection 5-1411.A.2 for each temporary sign.  A permit allows a temporary 
sign to be displayed for up to thirty (30) days. Each premise containing more 
than one business, and each business, may have up to six (6) permits each 
calendar year. 

3.	 Each business and each premise containing more than one business may display 
one (1) temporary on-premise sign of no more than thirty-five (35) square feet in 
effective area. No temporary off-premise signs are allowed. 
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4.	 All temporary signs shall either be attached to a building (as an attached sign) or 
be attached at each side or corner within the supports of the sign structure for a 
permanent sign. 

E.	 Temporary Signs in Business Areas - Unusual Situations. 

1.	 In business areas, a temporary business with a valid business license and a 
temporary building permit may apply for and obtain a special permit which 
would allow the use of a temporary sign for the period of the building permit. 
Such sign must be attached to a temporary or permanent structure. 

2.	 In business areas, a temporary business with a valid business license but no 
structure may apply for and obtain a special permit which would allow the use of 
a temporary sign.  Such sign must be attached to a nearby temporary or 
permanent structure, or attached to the business' vehicle.  This attachment to the 
permanent sign structure or to the vehicle must be done in a workmanlike 
manner, with adequate bolting, welding, or proper strapping to support the sign 
with clearance from grade so that the support is totally gained from the 
permanent structure or from the vehicle. The Building Regulations Department 
shall approve the attachment at the time of the issuance of a permit. 

3.	 In the event a sign or business is substantially damaged through fire, flood, act of 
God, insurrection, riot, or similar emergency beyond the control of the business 
owner or occupant, a temporary sign shall be allowed for a period of time not to 
exceed sixty (60) days, unless the time period is extended by the Director of 
Building Development Services for a continuing hardship. 

4.	 In business areas, a temporary business with a temporary occupancy permit, 
which business is allowed to place or use any non-temporary sign, must remove 
or blank out the sign(s) within fifteen (15) days after the temporary occupancy 
permit expires. 

F.	 Off-Premise Signs.  Off-premise signs shall conform to the standards and regulations 
for signs set forth in Section 5-1405-A with the following exceptions, unless the Scenic 
Corridor Overlay District provisions are applicable: 

1.	 Off-premise signs shall only be permitted within six hundred and sixty feet (660) 
along interstate and primary highways where the city is mandated by state law to 
allow off-premise signs as defined in RSMo Chapter 226.500 to 226.600. 

2.	 Off-premise signs shall only be allowed on property zoned General Retail, 
Highway Commercial, Commercial Service, Restricted Industrial, Light 
Industrial, General Manufacturing, Heavy Manufacturing and Industrial 
Commercial. 

3.	 The effective area for an off-premise sign shall be determined by adding one-
hundred (100) square feet to a ratio of two (2) square feet of effective area per 
linear foot of frontage along the interstate and primary highway frontage 
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(5-1405.F contd.) 

provided that in no event shall the effective area of an off-premise sign exceed 
four hundred (400) square feet. 

4.	 No off-premise sign shall be located within one thousand five hundred (1,500) 
feet of another off-premise sign with the exception of off-premise signs located 
along Interstate I-44. Signs located along I-44 shall not be located within two 
thousand five hundred (2,500) feet of another off-premise sign.  All 
measurements contained in this subsection shall be measured radially from the 
nearest portion of the signs or sign structures. 

5.	 Off-premise signs, as measured from the nearest portion of the sign or sign 
structure, shall maintain a minimum setback of ten (10) feet from all frontage and 
shall be at least ten (10) feet above the highest adjacent street grade. Signs with 
an effective area of more than seventy (72) square feet must maintain a minimum 
setback of twenty-five (25) feet from all frontage. 

6.	 No portion of any off-premise sign or sign structure shall be located within one 
hundred twenty-five (125) feet from any non-business area as measured radially 
from any portion of the sign or sign structure. 

7.	 Off-premise signs shall not extend over or be located on any required parking 
space, building, internal circulation drive aisle, including rooftops and walls of 
buildings. 

8.	 Off-premise signs shall have only one surface containing copy in each direction 
with a maximum of two sides which may be in a “V” shape not to exceed a forty-
five (45) degree angle between the surfaces containing copy. 

9.	 Sign regulations enforced by the Missouri Highway and Transportation 
Commission along the interstate and primary highway system in the city shall 
take precedence over any less restrictive requirements of this article. 

10.	 All applications for any off-premise sign shall contain the following: 

a.	 An approved permit from the Missouri Highway and Transportation 
Commission where required. 

b.	  Plot or site plan, drawn to scale containing the following information: 

(1)	 Legal description of property location of proposed sign; 

(2)	 Dimensions of such property; 

(3)	 Sign location and dimensions in relation to all buildings, property 
lines, driveways, parking spaces, internal circulation drive aisles, 
streets and electrical lines; 
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(4)	 Distance to the closest off-premises sign as measured radially from 
the nearest portions of the signs or sign structures of the proposed 
sign as shown on a prepared survey prepared and sealed by a 
licensed engineer or surveyor registered in the State of Missouri; 

(5)	 Any easements, storm detention or drainage areas; 

(6)	 Width of driveways and right-of-way; 

(7)	 Sight vision triangle measurements for driveways and corners; 

(8)	 Locations of and distance from other detached signs on the same 
parcel and/or premise; 

(9)	 Dimension to closest Residential District; 

(10)	 Any other information deemed necessary. 

c.	 Engineering and Design drawings, prepared to scale and designating the 
following information: 

(1)	 All dimensions of the proposed sign to include structure and all 
extremities including lighting; 

(2)	 Dimension and height from grade to bottom of surface of sign 
area; 

(3)	 Dimension and height from grade to uppermost portion of sign; 

(4)	 Street grade; 

(5)	 Illumination report for lighting; 

(6)	 Sign materials, details of construction design and anchorage 
including required calculations; 

(7)	 If a sign is to have an effective area of at least one hundred (100) 
square feet and/or twenty (20) feet or more from grade to center of 
surface area, plans shall be sealed by a licensed architect or 
engineer registered in the State of Missouri. 

(8)	 Any other information deemed necessary. 

11.	 The effective area of an existing off-premise sign, which may or may not conform to 
the standards of this Article, may exceed the maximum permitted by this Article 
provided: 
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a.	 Said sign advertises publicly owned venues or venues partially funded by the 
public in Jordan Valley Park where the City of Springfield is paying for a share 
of the signage cost; and 

b.	 All additional effective area on said sign is for the purpose of advertising only 
these same publicly owned venues or venues partially funded by the public in 
Jordan Valley Park where the City of Springfield is paying for a share of the 
signage cost; and 

c.	 The City Manager of the City of Springfield has determined that said sign is 
appropriate; and 

d.	 Such additional sign area is constructed in a manner that the effective area added 
to said sign can be removed from the sign at such time as the City Manager of the 
City of Springfield determines that the added sign area is no longer needed. 
(G.O. 5381, 6/21/2004) 

5-1406. Provisions for Non-Business Areas. 

A.	 General Provisions.  These provisions shall apply to all permanent signs in 
non-business areas: 

1.	 Dwelling units in single or two-family zoning districts shall be allowed to utilize 
any non-business sign described in Subsection 5-1402, Exempt Signs, but shall 
not be allowed to display any other sign. 

2.	 Flashing lights and animation are not allowed. 

3.	 Only on-premise signs are allowed. 

B. Detached Signs.  Detached signs are allowed in non-business areas as follows: 

1.	 Each premise containing a multi-family use, permitted non-residential use, or 
legal non-conforming use shall be allowed one detached sign.  Premises with 
more than seven-hundred-fifty (750) feet of frontage along a public street may 
have one (1) additional detached sign, provided a minimum of three-hundred 
(300) feet of separation is maintained between signs, and a minimum setback of 
twenty-five (25) feet from adjacent property line is maintained for both signs. 

2.	 No detached sign shall exceed fifty (50) square feet in effective area or twenty-
five (25) feet in height above street grade. 

C. Attached Signs.  Attached signs are allowed in non-business areas as follows: 

Each premise containing a multi-family use, permitted non-residential use, or legal 
nonconforming use shall be allowed one (1) wall sign per wall, which shall extend no 
further than eighteen (18) inches from the wall.  The sign may contain the name and 
logo of the establishment, business, or use and nothing else.  A wall sign is a sign in a 
parallel plane to and attached, installed, painted, engraved, or etched upon a structure's 
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wall, awning, canopy, marquee, parapet, sunshield, window, door, or similar item. 
Wall signs do not include signs on the inside or outside of windows except that any 
signs on the outside of the window, which do any advertising beyond merely 
identifying the business and giving the times it is open, shall be subject to total square 
footage limitations. A wall sign shall not project beyond the wall edge.  The total 
effective area of all wall signs allowed for a business shall be calculated based upon 
street frontage and whether or not the premise has a detached sign.  Where a premise 
has no detached sign, the total effective area of all wall signs shall not exceed two (2) 
square feet per lineal foot of the wall length along the street or streets upon which the 
business fronts. Where a premise has a detached sign, the total effective area of all wall 
signs shall not exceed one (1) square foot per lineal foot of the wall length along the 
street or streets upon which the business fronts. 

D.	 Temporary Signs in non-Business Areas.  Any premise in a non-business area may 
display one non-illuminated temporary sign of up to four (4) square feet in effective 
area for up to two (2) consecutive days twice each calendar year.  No permit is required 
for this sign. No other temporary signs may be used in non-business areas (except those 
specifically allowed in non-business areas under Subsection 5-1402, Exempt Signs. 

5-1407. Legal Non-Conforming Signs. 

A.	 Continuation of Legal non-Conforming Signs.  Any sign which was lawfully erected 
or affixed prior to such time as it came within the purview of this Article and which 
sign complied with all regulations in force at the time it was erected or affixed, but 
which fails to conform to all applicable regulations and restrictions of this Article, shall 
be considered a legal non-conforming sign.  A legal non-conforming sign may be 
continued and shall be maintained in good condition, but shall not be: 

1.	 Structurally altered (except to meet safety requirements) so as to prolong the life 
of the sign. The type of materials used in the construction of the sign shall not be 
changed after the date the sign becomes a nonconforming sign;  

2.	 Altered so as to increase the degree of nonconformity of the sign; 

3.	 Expanded in size or effective area; 

4.	 Relocated, or repaired by expenditure of more than seventy-five (75) percent of 
the depreciated value of the sign in place for materials and labor for repair of any 
deteriorated or damaged nonconforming sign in any continuous twelve-month 
period. Upon written request, the sign owner must submit to the Director of 
Building Development Services specified substantiating information or 
documentation sufficient for the Director of Building Development Services to 
determine the percentage of value expended for repair; 

5.	 Abandoned or discontinued. Abandonment or discontinuance occurs whenever: 

a.	 The sign for a continuous period of twelve (12) months or more advertises 
services or products no longer available to the traveling public because the 
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services or products have been discontinued or cannot be obtained at the 
destination or by the directions indicated on the sign; or 

b.	 The sign for a continuous period of twelve (12) months or longer is 
maintained without an advertising message. The following signs are signs 
maintained without an advertising message:  A sign with a message which 
is partially obliterated so as not to identify a particular service or product; 
a sign which is blank or painted out; or a sign with a message consisting 
solely of the name of the sign owner on any part of the sign. 

B.	 Signs which are non-conforming because of their illumination shall be brought into 
compliance with this Article within (60) days after the effective date of this Article. 
Non-conforming temporary signs shall also be brought into compliance within sixty 
(60) days. 

C.	 The sign for a legal non-conforming use shall be legal non-conforming if the sign (1) 
was erected or attached prior to the effective date of this Article, (2) is on-premise, and 
(3) would have been legal if the use had been located in the most restrictive zoning 
district where the use is allowed by right. 

5-1408.	 Directional Signs.  On-premise detached directional signs in excess of five (5) square feet in 
effective area shall be allowed in any area, provided such signs do not name or advertise any 
product, service, or business, and the total allowable effective area of detached signs on the 
premise is not exceeded.  A site plan locating all detached signs, including existing and 
proposed directional or instructional signs, shall be required prior to issuance of a sign permit.  

5-1409.	 Interstate Highway Commercial Sign District. 

A.	 Purpose.  The purpose of the Interstate Highway Commercial sign district is to permit 
on-premise detached signs in proximity to the intersection of certain major commercial 
streets with an Interstate Highway.  Larger and taller on-premise detached signs are 
deemed appropriate in these areas due to the orientation of the commercial activity 
located at these intersections. 

B.	 General Provisions.  All signs located in Interstate Highway Commercial Sign 
Districts shall conform to Section 5-1405, Provisions for Signs in Business Areas, 
except for the following: 

1.	 The maximum effective area for any on-premise-detached sign in a business area 
shall be six-hundred (600) square feet. 

2.	 The maximum height for any on-premise-detached sign in a business area shall 
be seventy (70) feet in height above street grade. 

3.	 Any premise in the Glenstone Avenue Interstate Highway Commercial Sign 
District created under Section 5-1409.C.2 may erect two detached signs, provided 
one sign is over fifty (50) feet in height and the other is not more than twenty-
five (25) feet in height. The total effective area permitted for the premise shall 
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not be considered in reviewing the shorter sign, which may have an effective area 
up to one-hundred (100) square feet. 

4.	 Any premise in the Schoolcraft Freeway/I-44 Interstate Highway Commercial 
Sign District created under Section 5-1409.C.3. may erect one detached sign with 
a maximum effective area of four hundred fifty (450) square feet and with a 
maximum height of forty (40) feet. (G.O. 4978, 5/1/2000) 

C.	 Location.  The following areas are designated as Interstate Highway Commercial Sign 
Districts: 

1.	 Property within a six-hundred-sixty (660) foot radius from the intersection of the 
rights-of-way of the following: 

a.	 Interstate 44 and Kansas Expressway 

b.	 Kearney Street and Schoolcraft Freeway (U.S. 65) 

c.	 Sunshine Street and Schoolcraft Freeway (U.S. 65) 

d.	 The southwest quadrant of Chestnut Expressway and Schoolcraft Freeway 
(G.O. 4570) 

2. 	 Property with frontage on Glenstone Avenue between the northern right-of-way 
of Kearney Street and one-hundred (100) feet north of the northern right-of-way 
of McClernon Street, plus property within a one- thousand-eight-hundred (1,800) 
foot radius from the center of the intersection of the rights-of-way of Interstate 44 
and Glenstone Avenue. 

3.	 Property at the southwest quadrant of Interstate Highway 44 and U.S. Highway 
65 within an 1,800 foot radius from the center of the intersection of the rights-of-
way of these two highways. (G.O. 4978, 5/1/2000 

5-1410. Scenic Corridor Overlay District. (G.O. 5178, 4/22/02) 

A.	 Purpose.   The Scenic Corridor Overlay District is intended to promote the health, 
safety and general welfare of the public by encouraging the conservation, preservation 
and enhancement of the scenic qualities and landscape of scenic roadway areas.  The 
purpose of this district are: 

1.	 To preserve the scenic character of designated roadways and, where possible, 
preserve scenic views from the roadways and to implement the parkway concept 
as set forth in the city’s comprehensive plan. 

2.	 To maintain the natural beauty of the landscape as it currently exists along 
designated roadways. 

3.	 To encourage development which is compatible with and, where possible, 
enhances such natural beauty. 
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4.	 To encourage safe and efficient traffic flow along designated scenic roadways for 
all modes of travel. 

B.	 General Provisions.   Off-premise signs located within a scenic overlay district shall 
conform to the standards and regulations set forth in Sections 5-1405.A and F unless 
such regulations are in conflict with the regulations set forth in this section. In the event 
of a conflict in regulations, the regulations contained in this section shall control. 

C.	 Location.    These regulations shall apply to any property within 660 feet off the 
nearest edge of the right-of-way of the designated scenic roadway notwithstanding any 
other provision of this Article. Off-premise detached signs that would be oriented 
towards streets other than the designated scenic corridor are permitted only if the signs’ 
surface containing copy is not visible or oriented towards the designated scenic 
corridor. The Administrative Review Committee, in consultation with the Missouri 
Highway and Transportation Department, shall publish a map showing those properties 
falling within the six-hundred sixty (660) feet of the right-of-way within the scenic 
corridors. 

1.	 No off-premise sign along any scenic corridor shall be closer than 2,500 feet 
from any other off-premise sign including those outside the Scenic Corridor 
Overlay District as measured radially from the nearest portion if the signs or sign 
structures. 

2.	 The maximum effective area of an off-premise sign shall be 128 square feet. 

3.	 The maximum height of an off-premise sign and sign structure along any 
designated scenic corridor shall be 20 feet above highest paved portion of right-
of-way adjacent to the property where the sign is installed. 

4.	 The following roadways where the city is mandated by state law to allow off-
premise signs shall be included in the Scenic Corridor Overlay District: 

a.	 James River Freeway and US 60 

b.	 West-By Pass and US 160 

c.	 Kansas Expressway north of the nearest paved area of I-44 and south of 
the nearest paved area of the James River Freeway and US 60. 

D.	 Exceptions.  Off-premise signs that would be oriented towards streets other than those 
within the Scenic Corridor Overlay District shall be permitted within any Scenic 
Corridor Overlay District.  The Administrative Review Committee shall review all 
proposed off-premise signs within the Scenic Corridor Overlay District to determine 
whether the requirements of this section are met.  An off-premise sign shall be 
permitted if it is oriented generally perpendicular to a street other than one within the 
Scenic Corridor Overlay District and the sign cannot be viewed from the roadway of a 
roadway within the Scenic Corridor Overlay District down its length for an extended 
distance. 
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E.	 Vested Rights.  Signs Permitted But Not Erected.  The Director of Building 
Development Services shall, in writing, suspend any permit issued prior to the passage 
of this ordinance, if a permittee has not taken all steps necessary under Missouri Law to 
establish a lawful vested right to maintain a permitted sign prior to the passage of this 
ordinance except any person who obtained a permit prior to December 16, 1991, shall 
be permitted to erect said sign, provided the permittee complies with all other 
provisions of the City Code except for this section. Any person aggrieved by the 
decision of the Director shall have a right to an administrative hearing before an 
Administrative Hearing Examiner appointed by the City Manager by filing a written 
request for hearing within six months after the Director's decision on the issue of 
whether the permittees' rights had vested under Missouri Law. The Hearing shall be 
held within thirty (30) days thereafter unless extended by agreement of the parties or for 
good cause shown. The Hearing Examiner shall make written findings of fact and 
conclusions of law, which shall be deemed final for purposes of review pursuant to 
Chapter 536, RSMo. 

5-1411 Master Sign Plans. (G.O. 5492, 9/6/2005) 

A.	 Purpose.  A Master Sign Plan application may be approved for the purpose of 
establishing consistent, logical, and equitable signage for: 

1.	 multiple uses on a single property; 
2.	 a building group of a single use or multiple uses that may involve multiple 

properties; or 
3.	 a large tract that contains a single use with multiple services. 

The main intent of a Master Sign Plan is to provide clarity of communication regarding 
tenants and services to users of the premises or building group. A Master Sign Plan is 
not intended to provide special or additional signage allowance in terms of total 
effective area than would otherwise be permitted by Section 5-1400. 

B.	 General Provisions. 

1.	 The Planning and Zoning Commission may, by resolution, approve the 
establishment of a Master Sign Plan for: 

a.	 two (2) or more commercial, office, or industrial uses on a single property; 
or 

b.	 an identifiable building group such as a medical, university or college 
campus, industrial or office park, or shopping center; or 

c.	 any other site containing at least five (5) acres of land area. 

2.	 Except for specifically permitted variations from the spacing and number of signs 
in the approved Master Sign Plan, all other signs within the area defined within 
the Master Sign Plan shall comply with all provisions of this Article. 

3.	 Master Sign Plans shall prescribe the standards of size, number and types of 
signage permitted. No other signs shall be permitted except signs that are exempt, 
which are listed under Subsection 5-1402. 
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4.	 No detached sign shall exceed the maximum effective area permitted by Section 
5-1400, nor shall the total effective area of detached, projecting and roof signs 
exceed what Section 5-1400 would otherwise permit. 

5.	 No sign shall exceed the maximum height (forty (40) feet) permitted by Section 
5-1400. If signs are spaced closer than the minimum spacing permitted (three 
hundred (300) feet), one (1) sign may be forty (40) feet in height and the height 
of the additional signs shall be limited as follows: 

a.	 One (1) sign within three hundred (300) feet: The sign shall not exceed 
twenty (20) feet in height; 

b.	 Two (2) signs within three hundred (300) feet: Neither additional sign 
shall exceed fifteen (15) feet in height; 

c.	 Three (3) signs within three hundred (300) feet: None of the additional 
signs shall exceed ten (10) feet; 

d.	 Four (4) signs within three hundred (300) feet: None of the additional 
signs shall exceed eight (8) feet. 

No more than five (5) signs are permitted within a distance of three hundred 
(300) feet. 

6.	 The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to off-premise signs. 

7.	 The provisions of this subsection only apply to on-premise signs or signs relating 
to activities within the area that the Master Sign Plan is to serve. 

8.	 The support structure for detached signs shall be constructed of similar materials 
or be of a similar design if the construction materials are coordinated with the 
buildings the signs serve. Detached signs supported by a pole are not permitted 
unless the pole is concealed. Different types of signs, as identified by the specific 
Master Sign Plan (development identification, tenant identification, directional, 
etc.), may be constructed of different materials. 

9.	 Any changeable message or image shall be displayed on the sign for at least ten 
(10) seconds without any change of movement. 

C.	 Contents of Application.  All applications shall be filed at least thirty-one (31) days 
prior to a regularly scheduled public meeting where the application will be reviewed by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission. The application shall contain the following 
information as well as such additional information as may be described by rule of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission or the Director of Planning and Development: 

1.	 the applicant’s name and address and his legal interest in the subject property; 
2.	 the owner’s name and address, including trustees, and, if different than the 

applicant, the owner’s signed consent to the filing of the application and 
authorization for the applicant to act in his behalf; 
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3.	 the street address(es) (or common description) and a copy of the deed of record 
or legal description(s) of the property as prepared by and certified by a land 
surveyor or attorney; 

4.	 the zoning classification(s) of the subject property(ies); 
5.	 the current and proposed use of the subject property(ies); 
6.	 a statement from the applicant describing how the proposed Master Sign Plan: 

a.	 addresses the eight (8) review criteria listed in paragraph D, below; and 
b. 	 provides more consistent, logical and equitable signage than would be 

permitted by applying the sign requirements of Section 5-1400. 
7.	 a scaled site plan showing: 

a.	 location of the buildings, parking lots, property lines, easements, 
driveways and landscaped areas on the subject property(ies); 

b.	 any additional information necessary to address the eight (8) review 
criteria listed in paragraph D, such as, significant natural topographic or 
physical features of the site; and 

c.	 the proposed location of each current and proposed sign of any type. 
8. the standards of consistency among all signs with regard to: 

a.	 general location of each sign on buildings and structures; 
b.	 effective area limitations, which may be based on length of street frontage, 

area of building or some other form of calculation; and 
c.	 materials to be used for detached sign support structures. 

D.	 Review of Master Sign Plan Application.  The Planning and Zoning Commission 
shall review and either approve, deny or amend all applications for Master Sign Plans. 
No review of a Master Sign Plan application shall be done by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission unless the Director of Planning and Development, or his duly designated 
delegate, has certified to the Planning and Zoning Commission that the application is 
complete (based on the information required by paragraph C, above) and does not 
contain or reveal violations of this Article or other applicable regulations. The Planning 
and Zoning Commission in considering whether or not to approve, deny or amend an 
application for a Master Sign Plan shall be guided by the general purpose of this section 
and the following: 

1.	 the proposed Master Sign Plan will be consistent with the adopted policies of the 
Springfield Comprehensive Plan; 

2.	 the proposed Master Sign Plan has the potential to improve the safety and 
convenience of the motoring public and of pedestrians using the property and the 
area immediately surrounding the property; 

3.	 the location, lighting and type of signs proposed and the relationship of signs to 
traffic control is appropriate for the property; 

4.	 the proposed signs will be constructed, arranged and operated so as not to 
dominate the immediate vicinity or to interfere with the development and use of 
neighboring property in accordance with the applicable district regulations; 

5.	 the proposed signs, as shown by the application, will not destroy, damage, 
detrimentally modify or interfere with the enjoyment or function of any 
significant natural topographic or physical features of the site; 

6.	 the proposed signs will not result in the destruction, loss or damage of any 
natural, scenic or historic feature of significant importance; 
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7.	 the proposed signs, as shown by the application, will not interfere with any 
easements, roadways, rail lines, utilities and public or private rights-of-way; and 

8.	 the proposed signs will not have any substantial or undue adverse effect upon, or 
will not lack amenity or be incompatible with, the use or enjoyment of adjacent 
and surrounding property, the character of the neighborhood, traffic conditions, 
parking, utility facilities, and other matters affecting the public health, safety and 
general welfare. 

E.	 Conditions and Restrictions. In approving a Master Sign Plan application, the 
Planning and Zoning Commission may impose such conditions, safeguards and 
restrictions upon the premises benefitted by the Master Sign Plan as may be necessary 
to comply with the requirements of this Article or to avoid, or minimize, or mitigate any 
potentially adverse or injurious effect of such Master Sign Plan upon other property in 
the neighborhood, and to carry out the general purpose and intent of this Article. Such 
conditions shall be set out in the resolution approving the Master Sign Plan application. 

F.	 Decisions and Records.  The Planning and Zoning Commission shall, within thirty 
(30) days after the public hearing is concluded, approve by resolution or deny an 
application for a Master Sign Plan. If the application is denied, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission shall state the reasons for denial in writing to the applicant and shall also 
make suggestions in regard to appropriate changes. In the event that an application is 
denied, the applicant may: 

1.	 resubmit a revised application within ten (10) working days of denial by the 
Commission for reconsideration by the Commission; or 

2.	 file an appeal to the City Council within fifteen (15) days of the denial by the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. 

The secretary of the Planning and Zoning Commission shall maintain complete records 
of all actions of the Commission with respect to applications for Master Sign Plans. 

G.	 Effect of Approval of a Master Sign Plan Application. 

1.	 After approval of a Master Sign Plan application, no sign shall be erected, placed, 
reconstructed, structurally altered, or moved except in conformance with the 
Master Sign Plan. 

2.	 The Administrative Review Committee may approve new signs not specifically 
identified on the Master Sign Plan provided the new signs comply with all 
standards established by the Master Sign Plan. If a new sign involves expansion 
of a Master Sign Plan to include additional property, the Master Sign Plan must 
first be amended as prescribed below. 

3.	 The approval of a Master Sign Plan application shall not authorize the erection, 
placement, reconstruction, structural alteration or moving of any sign, but shall 
merely authorize the preparation, filing and processing of applications for any 
permits or approvals, which may be required by the codes and ordinances of the 
City, including, but not limited to, a building or sign permit. Each sign shall be 
required to have a separate permit. 
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4.	 In case of any conflict between the provisions of a Master Sign Plan and any 
other provisions of this Article, the Article shall prevail. 

H.	 Amendment to a Master Sign Plan.  A Master Sign Plan may be amended by filing a 
new Master Sign Plan application that conforms to all requirements of this Article. 

5-1412. Sign Permits and Inspection. 

A.	 Permits Required. 

1.	 Except as otherwise provided in this code, it shall be unlawful for any person to 
erect, repair, improve, maintain, convert, or manufacture any sign or cause the 
same to be done, without first obtaining a sign permit for each such sign from the 
Director of Building Development Services. No sign permit shall be issued 
except to a person licensed to do business in the City of Springfield or to a 
person exempt from the City licensing provisions. 

2.	 Temporary sign owners shall secure a permit for each temporary sign prior to its 
use. Within three-hundred-sixty-five (365) days after the effective date of this 
Article, a permit shall be obtained for all temporary signs in use at that time. 

3.	 Every sign permit issued by the Director of Building Development Services shall 
become null and void if work on the sign is not commenced within one-hundred-
eighty (180) days from the date of such permit.  If work authorized by such 
permit is suspended or abandoned for ninety (90) days after the work is 
commenced, the sign shall be considered abandoned unless a new permit shall be 
first obtained to proceed with the work on the sign, and the fee will be one-half 
(1/2) the original fee, provided that no changes have been made in the original 
plans. 

B.	 License.  No person shall perform any work or service for any person or for any 
government entity in connection with the erection, repair, improvement, maintenance, 
conversion, or manufacture of any sign in the city, or any work or service in connection 
with causing any such work to be done, unless such person shall first have obtained a 
business license and paid the license fees provided for by the City, or shall be 
represented by a duly licensed person. 

C.	 Application for Permit.  Application for a permit shall be made to the Director of 
Building Development Services upon a form provided by the Director of Building 
Development Services, and shall be accompanied by such information as may be 
required to insure compliance with all appropriate laws and regulations of the City, 
including, but not limited to: 

1.	 Name, address, and business license number of permit applicant. 

2.	 Name and address of owner of sign. 
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3.	 Name and address of the owner and the occupant of the premises where the sign 
is located or to be located. 

4.	 Clear and legible drawings with description showing the precise location of the 
sign which is the subject of the permit and all other existing signs on the same 
premise or as otherwise specified by the Director of Building Development 
Services. 

5.	 Drawings showing the dimensions, construction supports, sizes, materials of the 
sign, and method of attachment and character of structural members to which 
attachment is to be made. 

The Director of Building Development Services shall issue a permit for work to 
be done on a sign when an application therefor has been properly made and the 
sign complies with all appropriate laws and regulations of the City. 

D.	 Denial or Revocation.  The Director of Building Development Services may, in 
writing, suspend, deny or revoke a permit issued under provisions of this section 
whenever the permit is issued on the basis of a misstatement of fact, fraud, or 
noncompliance with this Article. 

When a sign permit is denied by the Director of Building Development Services, he 
shall give written notice of the denial to the applicant, together with a brief written 
statement of the reason for the denial.  Such denials shall have referenced the section of 
the sign code, or other pertinent code used as a standard for the basis of denial. 

5-1413.	 Interpretation. The Director of Building Development Services may refer questions of 
interpretation of this Article to the Administrative Review Committee. 

Section 5-1500. Off-Street Parking Requirements. 

5-1501.	 Applicability.  In all zoning districts except the CC district, all uses established after the 
effective date of this Article shall provide off-street parking solely for the parking of motor 
vehicles in operating condition of patrons, occupants, or employees in accordance with the 
following regulations. In all zoning districts, all uses, unless otherwise exempted in 
Subsection 5-1508, shall provide facilities for the parking of bicycles. When an existing 
structure or use is expanded, or an existing use is changed to a new use, off-street parking 
shall be provided in accordance with the following regulations for the area or capacity of such 
expansion. (G.O. 5412, 10/18/2004) 

5-1502.	 Required Spaces. 

A. Residential and Lodging Uses. 
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Use	 Number of Required Spaces 

1.	 Single-family, townhouse and two-
family dwellings and mobile homes on 
individual lots. 

2.	 Multi-family dwellings. 

a.	 Efficiency and one-bedroom 
dwelling units. 

b.	 Dwelling units with two or more 
bedrooms. 

One (1) for each dwelling unit. 

One-and-one-half (1-1/2) for each dwelling 
unit. 

Two (2) for each dwelling unit. 

The number of spaces required for multi-family dwellings may be reduced by one (1) percent for each 
ten (10) dwelling units over fifty (50) dwelling units, but the reduction in parking shall not exceed 
twenty (20) percent of the total parking requirement. 

3. Boarding, rooming and lodging houses. One (1) for each one (1) lodging room. 

4. Dormitories, fraternities, sororities and 
other unmarried student housing. 

Two (2) for each three (3) occupants based 
on the designed capacity of the building plus 
any additional parking required to meet 
public assembly requirements of this Article. 

5. Hotels and motels. One (1) for each sleeping room, plus any 
required for restaurants, cocktail lounges, 
meeting rooms, etc. 

6. Mobile homes in mobile home parks. Two (2) for each mobile home. 

B. Business and Commercial Uses. 

Use Number of Required Spaces 

1.	 Animal hospitals and veterinary clinics. 

2.	 Automobile service stations. 

3.	 Automobile washing establishments. 

One (1) for each three-hundred (300) square 
feet of total building floor area. 

Two (2) for each service bay plus one (1) for 
each employee but not less than five (5). 

Queuing spaces for waiting automobiles 
equal to three (3) times the maximum 
capacity for each wash rack, measured by 
the greatest number of automobiles 
undergoing some phases of laundering at the 
same time plus one (1) for each two (2) 
employees. 
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4. Banks and financial institutions 

5.	 Barber shops and beauty parlors. 

6.	 Bowling alleys. 

7.	 Business or Professional Offices and 
Public Administration Buildings (except 
medical and dental offices). 

8.	 Cleaning and laundry pick-up stores, 
tailor and dressmaking shops, and shoe 
repair shops. 

9.	 Convenience food stores. 

10. Dance halls and indoor skating rinks. 

11. Furniture and appliance stores. 

12. Hardware and building supply stores. 

13. Medical and dental offices and clinics. 

14. Mortuaries and funeral homes. 

15. New and used motor vehicle, mobile
 home and trailer sales and rental 
establishments. 

16. Restaurants. 

One (1) for each three-hundred (300) square 
feet of total building floor area. Drive-up 
windows shall have five (5) queuing spaces 
in addition to one (1) space at the service 
window. The number of queuing spaces 
may be reduced by twenty (20) percent for 
each additional window provided; however, 
there shall be at least two (2) queuing spaces 
at each window. 

Five (5) for each two (2) chairs. 

Five (5) for each alley, plus any required for 
restaurants, cocktail lounges, etc. 

One (1) for each three-hundred (300) square 
feet of total building floor area. 

One (1) for each two-hundred-fifty (250) 
square feet of total building floor area. 

One (1) for each three-hundred-fifty (350) 
square feet of total building floor area plus 
one (1) for each two-and-one-half (2.5) seats 
of on-site seating, but not less than ten (10). 
Service area at gas pumps shall not be 
counted as parking spaces. 

One (1) for each two-thousand (2,000) 
square feet of total building floor area. 

One (1) for each five-hundred (500) square 
feet of total building floor area. 

One (1) space for each three-hundred (300) 
square feet of total building floor area. 

One (1) for each two-hundred-fifty (250) 
square feet of total building floor area. 

One (1) for each four (4) seats, plus one (1) 
for each employee. 

One (1) for each four-hundred (400) square 
feet of enclosed total building floor area, 
plus one (1) for each three-thousand (3,000) 
square feet of open sales lot area. 

One (1) for each eighty (80) square feet of 
total building floor area, or one (1) for each 
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a. With no pick-up or drive-thru 
service. 

b. With pick-up or drive-thru service 
and on-site seating. 

c.	 With pick-up or drive-thru and no 
on-site seating. 

17. Retail stores (unless listed separately). 

18. Self-service storage. 

19. Supermarkets and grocery stores 

20. Taverns and cocktail lounges 

two-and-one-half (2.5) seats, whichever is 
greater. 

One (1) for each seventy (70) square feet of 
total building floor area but not less than ten 
(10). For drive-thru service, each window 
shall have six (6) queuing spaces in addition 
to one (1) space at the service window. The 
number of queuing spaces for drive-thru 
service may be reduced by twenty (20) 
percent for each additional window 
provided; however, there shall be at least 
two (2) queuing spaces at each window. For 
pick-up service, each window shall have 
three (3) queuing spaces in addition to one 
(1) space at the service window. 

One (1) for each employee on the largest 
shift but not less than six (6). For drive-thru 
service, each window shall have nine (9) 
queuing spaces in addition to one (1) space 
at the service window. The number of 
queuing spaces for drive-thru service may be 
reduced by twenty (20) percent for each 
additional window provided; however, there 
shall be at least two (2) queuing spaces at 
each window. For pick-up service, each 
window shall have five (5) queuing spaces 
in addition to one (1) space at the service 
window. 

One (1) for each two-hundred (200) square 
feet of total building floor area or one (1) for 
each one-hundred-sixty (160) square feet of 
net usable building floor area, whichever 
requires less parking spaces. 

One (1) for each twenty-five (25) storage 
units without vehicular access plus one (1) 
for each employee and two (2) if a resident 
manager is present plus two (2) additional at 
the office. 

One (1) space for each two-hundred-fifty 
(250) square feet of total building floor area. 

One (1) for each seventy-five (75) square 
feet of total building floor area, or spaces 
equal to thirty-five (35) percent of the 
capacity in persons, whichever is greater. 
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21. Theaters. 

a.	 Indoor. 

b.	 Outdoor. 

22. Regional Shopping Centers 

C. Industrial and Warehouse Uses. 

Use 

One (1) for each four (4) seats. 

Overflow and employee parking spaces 
equal to ten (10) percent of the vehicular 
capacity of the theatre. 

A regional shopping center is a planned and 
integrated group of commercial 
establishments of five hundred thousand 
(500,000) square feet or more, not separated 
by public or private streets and under 
common management.  An integrated 
grouping shall consist of common access, 
common circulation, and common facilities. 
Regional shopping centers shall provide one 
(1) off-street parking space for each two 
hundred twenty-two (222) square feet of 
gross leasable area. 

Number of Required Spaces 

1.	 Cartage and express facilities. 

2.	 Manufacturing uses, and any 
establishments engaged in production, 
processing, cleaning, servicing, testing 
or repair of materials, goods or 
products. 

3.	 Railroad terminals, yards, shops, and 
engine houses. 

4.	 Truck terminals. 

5.	 Warehouse and storage establishments 

6.	 Wholesale establishments. 

Two (2) for each three (3) employees plus 
one (1) for each vehicle kept on the 
premises. 

Two (2) for each three (3) employees on the 
largest shift, plus one (1) for each vehicle 
kept on the premises. 

Two (2) for each three (3) employees. 

Two (2) for each three (3) employees, plus 
one (1) for each truck or semi-trailer kept on 
the premises. 

One (1) for each employee plus one (1) for 
each vehicle kept on the premises. 

Two (2) for each three (3) employees, plus 
one (1) for each eight-hundred (800) feet of 
building floor area in excess of four-
thousand (4,000) square feet and one (1) for 
each vehicle kept on the premises. 
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D.	 Schools, Institutions and Places of Assembly. 
Use Number of Required Spaces 

1.	 Auditoriums, stadiums, gymnasiums, 
convention halls, and other places of 
assembly. 

a.	 With fixed seats. 

b.	 Without fixed seats. 

2.	 Churches, temples and other places of 
worship. 

3.	 Colleges and universities. 

4.	 Day care homes. 

5.	 Elementary and junior high schools 

6.	 High schools 

7.	 Hospitals. 

8. Libraries, art galleries, and museums. 

One (1) for each four (4) seats. 

One (1) for each three (3) persons based 
upon designed maximum capacity. 

One (1) for each four (4) seats. 

One (1) space for each employee on the 
largest shift, plus two (2) spaces for each 
three (3) commuting students of the largest 
class attendance period. Parking for 
dormitories, fraternities, sororities and other 
living quarters shall be calculated separately. 

One (1) for each employee or staff member 
plus any required for the residence. 

Two (2) for each classroom or one (1) for 
each five (5) seats of the largest place of 
public assembly (stadium, auditorium or 
gym), whichever requires the greatest 
number of parking spaces. 

One (1) for each eight (8) students based on 
the maximum number of students for which 
the school is designed plus two (2) for each 
classroom or one (1) for each five (5) seats 
of the largest place of public assembly 
(stadium, auditorium or gym), whichever 
requires the greatest number of parking 
spaces. 

Two-and-one-half (2.5) for each one (1) bed 
for inpatient care facilities and one (1) for 
each two-hundred-fifty (250) square feet of 
total building floor area for outpatient 
facilities. 

One (1) for each three-hundred (300) square 
feet of total building floor area. 
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9.	 Nursery schools and Day Care Centers. One (1) for each employee and staff member 
plus one (1) for each five (5) children. 

10. Nursing homes, convalescent centers	 One (1) for each three (3) beds plus one (1) 
 and similar facilities.	 for each two (2) employees on the longest 

shift. 

11. Parks, playgrounds and athletic fields.	 One (1) for each five-thousand (5,000) 
square feet of gross land area or one for each 
four (4) persons at maximum design 
capacity, whichever is greater. 

12. Private clubs and lodges.	 One (1) for each three (3) persons, at 
maximum design capacity. 

13. Swimming pools.	 One (1) for each thirty-eight (38) square feet 
of pool area. 

14. Tennis courts and clubs (outdoor).	 One (1) for each five-thousand (5,000) 
square feet of gross land area. 

15. Tennis clubs (indoor), health clubs,	 One (1) for each two-hundred-fifty (250) 
gymnasiums, racquetball clubs, and square feet of floor area. 
similar uses. 

16. Outdoor recreation (unless listed	 One (1) for each three (3) persons, at 
separately). maximum design capacity. 

One (1) for each employee of the facility 
working during one shift plus one for each 

17. Not-for profit neighborhood facilities	 20 homes within the subdivision served by 
this use, but not less than six (6). (G.O. 
4759, 11-10-97) 

E.	 Other Uses.  The number of parking spaces for any use not listed above shall be 
determined by the Administrative Review Committee taking into account the number of 
employees, the number of spaces reasonably required by the visiting public, the number 
required for the most nearly comparable use and nationally-accepted standards. (G.O. 
4519) 

F.	 Computation.  When determination of the number of off-street parking spaces required 
by this Article results in a requirement of a fractional space, the fraction shall be counted 
as one parking space. (G.O. 4519) 

G.	 Shared Parking Areas.  The parking spaces required of two (2) or more uses located on 
the same lot may be combined and used jointly, provided, however: (G.O. 4519) 

1. Where off-street parking space is combined and used jointly by two (2) or more uses 
having different standards for determining the amount of off-street parking space 
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required, the parking space shall be adequate in area to provide the aggregate number 
of off-street parking spaces required for all such uses. 

2.	 Where off-street parking space is combined and used jointly by two (2) or more uses 
having the same standard for determining the amount of off-street parking space 
required, all such uses, for the purposes of this section, shall be considered as a single 
use and the gross floor area of all such uses in all structures on the same lot or the 
number of employees of all such uses in all structures on the same lot as fixed by the 
applicable standard, shall be taken as a single total for the purpose of determining the 
number of off-street parking spaces required. 

H.	 Employee Parking.  Parking spaces required on an employee basis shall be based on the 
maximum number of employees on duty or residing, or both, on the premises at any one 
time. 

I.	 Bicycle Parking Reduction Allowance.  Up to ten (10) percent of required automobile 
parking may be substituted with bicycle parking at a rate of two (2) bicycle spaces for 
each required automobile space.  The reduction allowance is applicable only to those land 
uses that are required by Section 5-1508 to provide bicycle parking; and, to parking lots 
that contain at least ten (10) or more automobile spaces.  (G.O. 5412, 10/18/2004) 

5-1503. Exceptions. 

A.	 The off-street parking requirements in this section shall not apply to structural changes in 
existing buildings which do not expand the building horizontally or vertically or increase 
the usable floor space or to changes in occupancy of a building unless the use is changed. 

B.	 When a building or structure is located within an established public parking benefit 
district and there is sufficient parking available for all uses within the district as 
determined by provisions of the ordinances establishing the public parking benefit district 
such public parking established by the benefit district shall be deemed to meet the parking 
requirements of this section. 

C.	 Buildings and structures in a zone that has been designated as a Historic District that do 
not have the number of accessory off-street parking spaces required by this section shall 
not be required to provide any additional parking that would otherwise be required by a 
change in use, an expansion of the building or structure, or reconstruction after the 
building or structure has been destroyed or damaged by fire or other casualty, provided:  

1.	 The number of existing off-street parking spaces is not diminished; 

2.	 An attempt has been made to provide all required spaces, but more parking would 
significantly change the character of the site as viewed from the street or another 
historical perspective; and 

3.	 A Certificate of Appropriateness is issued by the Landmarks Board pursuant to 
Subsection 4-2403 of this Article. 
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5-1504. Cooperative Parking Facilities. 

A.	 Shared Parking.  Not more than fifty (50) percent of the off-street parking spaces 
required for a use or structure may be located on another site if a Cooperative Parking 
Plan has been approved in accordance with this section.  Two (2) or more uses may share 
the same off-street parking spaces and each of such uses may be considered as having 
provided such shared spaces individually.  Such shared parking spaces, however, shall not 
be considered as having been provided individually unless the schedules of operation of 
all such uses are such that they are not normally open, used, or operated during the 
principal operating hours of the other use or facility.  The use of shared parking shall not 
be a matter of right, it being intended that the City shall have the discretion to give credits 
for up to fifty (50) percent of the required number of parking spaces for shared parking 
based upon review of plans and information submitted by the applicant in light of off-
street parking needs. 

B.	 Mixed Uses or Joint Uses.  In the case of mixed uses or joint uses, the total number of 
off-street parking spaces required shall be the sum of the requirements of the various uses 
computed separately in accordance with the table in Section 5-1502 and off-street parking 
spaces for one (1) use shall not be considered as providing required parking facilities for 
any other use except as herein specified for joint use.  Persons providing off-street parking 
for joint use or mixed uses shall have an approved Cooperative Parking Plan. 

C.	 Cooperative Parking Plan.  The arrangement for sharing of off-street parking spaces as 
described in this section shall be known as a Cooperative Parking Plan. 

D.	 Application for Approval of Cooperative Parking Plan.  An application for approval of 
a Cooperative Parking Plan shall be filed with the Director of Building Development 
Services by the owner or owners of the entire land area to be included in and served by 
the Cooperative Parking Plan, the owner or owners of all buildings and structures then 
existing on such land area, and all parties having a legal interest in such land area and 
structures. Evidence establishing the status of applicants as owners or parties in interest 
shall be provided. The application shall include plans showing the location of the use, 
buildings, or structures for which shared off-street parking spaces are to be provided, or 
the location of the off-street parking spaces, and a parking demand schedule.  Where joint 
use is based on hours of operations, an affidavit shall be filed, signed by all tenants, 
certify the hours of operation of each tenant and their understanding that the hours of 
operation for each tenant can not change unless the Cooperative Parking Agreement is 
amended.  For building spaces with no tenants, the building owner may establish hours of 
operation and sign the affidavit. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

E.	 Parking Demand Schedule.  The parking demand schedule required by this section shall 
contain the following information: 

1.	 The hours of operation of each building, structure, or use which is to be a party to the 
Cooperative Parking Plan. 

2.	 The projected parking demand for each building, structure, or use during each hour of 
each day.  Hourly parking demand may be averaged for week days, but shall be 
separately stated for Saturday and Sunday. 
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F.	 Review of Application.  The application shall be reviewed by, and approved or 
disapproved by the Administrative Review Committee.  The decision of the 
Administrative Review Committee shall be final and not subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Adjustment. 

G.	 Registration of Cooperative Parking Plan.  Upon approval of a Cooperative Parking 
Plan, a copy of such Plan shall be registered on the permanent records of the Director of 
Building Development Services, recorded in the land records of Greene County, Missouri, 
and shall thereafter be binding upon the applicants, their heirs, successors and assigns. 
Such registration shall limit and control the issuance and validity of permits and 
certificates and shall restrict, limit and control the use and operation of all land and 
structures included within such Cooperative Parking Plan.  Applicant shall pay the cost of 
the recording fee charged by the Greene County Recorder. 

H.	 Amendment or Withdrawal of Cooperative Parking Plan.  Pursuant to the same 
procedure and subject to the same limitations and requirements by which the Cooperative 
Parking Plan was approved and registered, any such plan may be amended or withdrawn, 
either partially or completely, if all parties to the Cooperative Parking Plan consent, if all 
land and structures remaining under such plan comply with all the conditions and 
limitations of the plan and all land and structures withdrawn from such plan comply with 
the regulations of this section. 

5-1505.	 Special Exception for Off-Street Parking.  The Board of Adjustment may grant a special 
exception from the minimum off-street parking requirements if it can be shown that, due to 
unique circumstances, a particular activity would not reasonably be expected to generate 
parking demand sufficient to justify the parking requirement.  Any special exception granted 
by the Board of Adjustment shall not allow a greater building area than would have been 
possible had the original parking requirement been enforced.  The Board of Adjustment may 
place conditions upon the granting of a special exception, and may require that the parking 
area not required upon the granting of the special exception be landscaped. 

5-1506.	 Change in Intensity of Use.  Additional off-street parking spaces, to conform with the 
requirements of Subsection 5-1502, shall be provided for a use, structure or building whenever 
a change takes place which requires fifteen (15) percent more off-street parking spaces than 
were required prior to the change. Such change requiring additional off-street parking be 
provided may include increases in: 

A.	 The number of employees within twelve (12) months of the date of completion of the 
building or structure; 

B.	 The floor area of the building or structure; or 
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C.	 Any other unit of measurement specified in Subsection 5-1502 to calculate the required 
off-street parking. 

5-1507.	 Motor Vehicles and Trailers on a Residential Lot.  As used in this section, the face of a 
principal structure shall be any and all portions of the structure fronting on a street.  For 
purposes of determining the prohibited yard area, a line shall be established for each side of 
the structure fronting a street. (G.O. 5165, 3/25/2002) 

A.	 Portions of a Yard where Motor Vehicles and Trailers are Prohibited.  Motor 
vehicles shall not be parked in that portion of a yard, on a lot or a tract of land in any 
Residential District or a lot or tract of land used primarily for residential purposes in any 
other district, in the open space between the street right of way and a line, as established 
in this section, extending from one side of the lot to the opposite side of the lot 

As viewed from the street, the line shall start at a point on the left lot line, and shall extend 
parallel to the street to the nearest corner of the principal structure and then along the face of 
the principal structure to the right corner, and from that point on a line parallel to the street to 
a point on the right lot line (Figure 5-8). 

Figure 5-8 (next page) 
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B.	 Portions of a Yard where Motor Vehicles and Trailers are Permitted. 
Notwithstanding the provisions in this Subsection, motor vehicles or trailers in any 
Residential District or a lot or tract of land used primarily for residential purposes in any 
other district may be located in all portions of a yard where not otherwise prohibited and 
if accessed in a manner that does not result in the creation of dust, mud, silt or standing 
water within those areas described in Subsection 5-1507.A. 

C. 	 Other Portions of a Residential Lot where Motor Vehicles and Trailers are 
Permitted. Motor vehicles and trailers may be located in any portion of a residential lot, 
including those areas otherwise prohibited by Subsection 5-1507.A, if said motor vehicles 
and trailers are on one (1) of the following: (G.O. 5355, 3/15/2004) 

1. 	 An area excluding the front yard visually screened from adjacent streets by a solid 
fence or wall, not less than six (6) feet in height and meeting the requirements of 
Subsection 5-1306, Visual Obstruction Restrictions, and if accessed in a manner that 
does not result in the creation of dust, mud, silt or standing water within those areas 
described in Subsection 5-1507.A. 

2. 	 An off-street parking area for residential uses meeting the requirements of Subsection 
6-1302. 

3. 	 An off-street parking area meeting the design standards of Section 6-1300; and for a 
townhouse dwelling unit or multi-family dwelling unit located in an R-LD, R-MD or 
R-HD District. 

D. 	 Legal Non-Conforming Parking in the Yard.  Parking or storage arrangements for 
motor vehicles and trailers that are previously established in a Residential District or a lot 
or tract of land used primarily for residential purposes in any other district, and made non-
conforming by the adoption of the provisions in Subsections 5-1507.A and B, may be 
permitted to continue under one (1) of the following circumstances: 
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1. 	 The off-street parking space, and driveway leading thereto, does not meet the 
provisions of Subsections 5-1507.A-C but adheres to the surfacing requirement in 
Subsection 6-1301.F. 

2. 	 The off-street parking space, and driveway leading thereto, meets the locational 
provisions of Subsections 5-1507.A-C but does not adhere to the surfacing 
requirement in Subsection 6-1301.F. 

E. 	 Abatement of Violation. 

No person shall allow a motor vehicle or trailer to remain on property in violation of this 
Section. 

5-1508. Off-Street Bicycle Parking. (G.O. 5412, 10/18/2004) 

A. Purpose. Off-street bicycle parking spaces shall be required in order to promote effective 
traffic circulation, reduce congestion, encourage a reduction of impervious automobile 
parking area, provide facilities that promote alternative transportation options and endorse 
a healthy lifestyle. 

B. 	 Required Bicycle Parking Spaces.  Unless otherwise exempted by Subsection 5-1508.D, 
bicycle parking spaces shall be required for all uses in all zoning districts whenever off-
street automobile parking is provided; or, for existing structures in all zoning districts, 
except the Center City District, where the floor area is increased. 

Required Off-Street Bicycle Spaces. 

Total Bicycle Spaces Required. Total of Off-Street Automobile 
Spaces Provided. 

2  1-50  

3 51-75 

4 76-100 

5 101-200 

6 201-300 

1 Additional space per/ Each additional 100 spaces or 
fraction thereof. 

C. 	 Center City District Bicycle Parking Requirements.  Within the CC District, off-street 
bicycle parking shall be provided for new structures containing the following uses 
regardless of whether off-street automobile parking is provided:  auditoriums, stadiums, 
gymnasiums and convention halls.  The number of off-street bicycle parking spaces 
required shall be based on the number of off-street automobile parking spaces that would 
typically be required for said uses in other zoning districts by Section 5-1502 unless 
provisions for bicycle parking are made in accordance with Subsection 5-1508.E. 
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D. 	 Uses Exempted From Bicycle Parking Requirements.  Bicycle parking spaces shall not 
be required for single-family dwellings, townhouses, duplexes and mobile homes. 

E. 	 Multi-Level Parking Structures.  When multi-level parking structures are provided in 
order to meet one (1) or more uses’ off-street automobile parking space requirements as 
established in Subsection 5-1502, said structure shall be designed to include the applicable 
established off-street bicycle parking requirement.  Bicycle parking spaces within a multi-
level parking structure that serve any combination of uses, may be used to satisfy up to 
fifty (50) percent of the off-street bicycle parking requirements for each of the uses that it 
is intended to serve. 

Section 5-1600. Off-Street Loading Requirements. 

5-1601.	 Applicability.  In any zoning district, all structures built and all uses established hereafter, 
shall provide necessary accessory off-street loading facilities.  When an existing structure is 
expanded, accessory off-street loading facilities shall be provided in accordance with the 
following regulations for the area of such expansion. 

5-1602.	 Off-Street Loading Berth Requirements. 

A.	 Schools, elementary and secondary, shall provide at least one (1) off-street loading space 
for passenger automobiles for each fifty (50) students and one (1) queuing space for each 
ten (10) students based upon the designed maximum capacity of the school.  Queuing 
spaces may be provided in the driving aisles of parking lots associated with the facility. 

B.	 Churches and other places of assembly shall also provide at least one (1) off-street loading 
space for passenger automobiles for each fifty (50) people and one (1) queuing space for 
each ten (10) people based upon the designed maximum capacity of the facility.  Queuing 
spaces may be provided in the driving aisles of parking lots associated with the facility. 

C.	 On the same lot with every building, or part thereof, erected hereafter in any office, 
commercial or industrial district, adequate space shall be provided on the lot for motor 
vehicles to load and unload in order to avoid interference with traffic in the public streets 
or alleys in accordance with the design standards in Section 6-1300. 

Section 5-1700. Nonconformities. 

5-1701.	 Purpose.  Within the districts established by this Article, there exist buildings and uses that 
could not be built or established under this Article but that were lawful when built or 
established under the provisions of a prior ordinance.  Future amendments to this Article may 
be expected to create additional such nonconformities. 

The purpose of this section is to recognize the legitimate interests of those who have lawfully 
established structures or uses which are nonconforming by permitting such nonconformities to 
be continued. However, nonconformities do substantially and adversely affect the orderly 
development, maintenance, use, and taxable value of other property in their vicinity—property 
that is itself subject to the zoning regulations. Therefore, it is necessary to subject 
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nonconforming buildings and uses to restrictions that are designed to prevent the expansion or 
extension of such buildings and uses and to enhance the probability that such buildings and 
uses will eventually be converted into conforming buildings and uses. 

5-1702. Nonconforming Lots of Record. (G.O. 5345, 1/26/2004) 

A.	 In the R-SF, R-TH, and R-MHC Residential Districts. 

1.	 In the R-SF, R-TH, and the R-MHC Residential Districts, notwithstanding the 
regulations imposed by any other provision of this Article, a single-family-detached 
dwelling which complies with the restrictions in Section 5-1702.B may be erected on 
a lot that is not less than forty (40) feet in width and that consists entirely of a tract of 
land that: 

a.	 Has a lot area of not less than four-thousand (4000) square feet; 

b.	 Is shown by a recorded plat or deed to have been created prior to December 5, 
1956 when the creation of a lot of such size dimensions at such location would 
not have been prohibited by this Article; and 

c.	 Fronts on a local or collector street or can be provided with vehicular access via 
an alley. 

If the nonconforming lot or lots were altered following the December 5, 1956 
adoption of this Article so as to make each nonconforming, the lot or lots must be 
combined to create one or more conforming lots before a single-family-detached 
dwelling can be erected. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) (G.O. 5345, 1/26/2004) 

2.	 Construction permitted by Subsection 5-1702.A shall comply with all of the 
regulations (except lot area, width and depth) applicable to single-family dwellings in 
the zoning district in which the lot in question is located; provided, however, that the 
following side yard requirements shall apply in place of the side yard requirements 
otherwise applicable. 

a.	 The dwelling shall be placed on the lot so as to provide a yard on each side of the 
dwelling. 

b.	 The sum of the widths of the two (2) side yards on each lot shall be not less than 
the smaller of: 

(1)	 Twenty-five (25) percent of the width of the lot, or 

(2)	 The minimum total for both side yards prescribed by the bulk regulations 
for said zoning district. 

c.	 No side yard shall be less than ten (10) percent of the width of the lot, and in no 
case less than three (3) feet. 
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B.	 In Other Districts. 

1.	 In any district other than those listed in Subsection 5-1702.A, notwithstanding the 
regulations imposed by any other provision of this Article, a building designed for 
any permitted use may be erected on a lot of the type described in Subsection 
5-1702.A.1. 

2.	 Construction permitted by Subsection 5-1702.B.1 shall comply with all of the 
regulations (except lot area, width and depth) applicable in the zoning district in 
which the lot in question is located; provided, however, that if the zoning district 
requires a minimum lot width, the width of any side yard need not be greater than that 
derived by applying the following formula (wherein the width of any side yard 
required = x): 

Minimum Side Yard Required by 
x District Regulations 

= 
Actual Lot Width Minimum Lot Width Required by 

District Regulations 

5-1703. Nonconforming Buildings and Structures. 

A.	 Authority to Continue.  Any building or structure which is devoted to a use which is 
permitted in the zoning district in which it is located but which does not  comply with 
applicable bulk regulations, or which is located on a lot which does not comply with the 
applicable lot size requirements and/or the applicable bulk regulations, may be continued, 
so long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the restrictions in Subsections 5-1703.B 
through 5-1703.D of this Article. 

B.	 Maintenance, Repair, Remodeling and Structural Alterations.  Any building or 
structure described in Subsection 5-1703.A may be maintained, repaired or remodeled, or 
structurally altered.  Any such maintenance, repair, remodeling or structural alteration 
shall conform to all requirements of the zoning district and shall not increase the 
nonconformity of the existing building or structure except that for buildings or structures 
located on a lot that does not comply with the applicable lot size requirements, the side 
yard requirements shall be determined by Subsection 5-1702.A.2 or 5-1702.B.2, 
whichever is applicable. 

C.	 Expansion or Enlargement.  Any building or structure described in Subsection 5-1703.A 
may be expanded or enlarged provided such expansion or enlargement conforms to all 
requirements of the zoning district and does not increase the nonconformity of the 
existing building or structure unless it is required by the codes and ordinances of the City 
of Springfield and except that for buildings or structures located on a lot that does not 
comply with the applicable lot size requirement, the side yard requirements shall be 
determined by Subsection 5-1702.A.2 or 5-1702.B.2, whichever is applicable. Any 
building or structure described in Subsection 5-1703.A shall not be required to conform to 
the requirements of the Article as a condition for expansion or enlargement. 

D.	 Damage or Destruction.  In the event that any building or structure described in 
Subsection 5-1703.A is damaged or destroyed, by any means, to the extent of more than 
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seventy-five (75) percent of the replacement cost of the building or structure at the time 
such damage occurred, such building or structure shall not be restored unless it shall 
thereafter conform to the regulations for the zoning district in which it is located. 
Structures located on a lot that does not comply with the applicable lot size requirements 
shall not in any event be required to provide a side yard that exceeds the yard 
requirements in Subsection 5-1703.A.2 or 5-1703.B.2, whichever is applicable. When a 
building or structure is partially damaged to the extent of seventy-five (75) percent or less, 
no repairs or restoration shall be made unless a zoning certificate is obtained and 
restoration is actually begun within twelve (12) months after the date of such partial 
destruction and is diligently pursued to completion. 

E.	 Moving.  No building or structure described in Subsection 5-1703.A shall be moved in 
whole or in part for any distance whatever, to any other location on the same or any other 
lot unless the entire building or structure shall thereafter conform to the regulations of the 
zoning district in which it is located after being moved. 

5-1704. Nonconforming Uses. 

A.	 Authority to Continue.  Any lawfully existing nonconforming use of part or all of a 
building or structure or any lawfully existing nonconforming use of land, not involving a 
building or structure or only involving a building or structure which is accessory to such 
use of land, may be continued, so long as it is otherwise lawful, subject to the regulations 
contained in Subsections 5-1704.B through 5-1704.L. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

B.	 Ordinary Repair and Maintenance. 

1.	 Normal maintenance and incidental repair, or replacement, installation or relocation 
of nonbearing walls, nonbearing partitions, fixtures, wiring or plumbing, may be 
performed on any building or structure that is devoted in whole or in part to a 
nonconforming use; provided, however, that this Subsection 5-1704.B.1 shall not be 
deemed to authorize any violation of Subsections 5-1704.C through 5-1704.I of this 
Article. 

2.	 Nothing in this Article shall be deemed to prevent the strengthening or restoring to a 
safe condition of a structure in accordance with an order of a public official who is 
charged with protecting the public safety and who declares such structure to be unsafe 
and orders its restoration to a safe condition (where such restoration will not be in 
violation of Subsection 5-1704.F of this Article). 

C.	 Remodeling.  No building or structure that is devoted in whole or in part to a 
nonconforming use shall be remodeled, if structural alteration is required, unless the entire 
building or structure and the use thereof shall thereafter conform to all regulations of the 
zoning district in which it is located. 

D.	 Extension.  A nonconforming use shall not be extended, expanded, enlarged, or increased 
in intensity.  Such prohibited activities shall include, without being limited to: 

1.	 Extension of such use to any building or structure or land area other than one 
occupied by such nonconforming use on the effective date of this Article (or on the 
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effective date of a subsequent amendment hereto that causes such use to become 
nonconforming) except as permitted by Subsection 5-1704.E; 

2.	 Extension of such use within a building or structure to any portion of the floor area 
that was not occupied by such nonconforming use on the effective date of this Article 
(or on the effective date of a subsequent amendment hereto that causes such use to 
become nonconforming) except as permitted by Subsection 5-1704.E and provided, 
however, that such use may be extended throughout any part of such building or 
structure that was lawfully and manifestly designed or arranged for such use on such 
effective date; and 

3.	 Operation of such nonconforming use in such manner as to conflict with any 
performance standards established for the zoning district in which such use is located. 
Nor shall a nonconforming use be operated in such a manner so that it further 
conflicts with any performance standards established for the district in which such use 
is located if it already conflicts on the effective date of this Article (or on the effective 
date of a subsequent amendment hereto that results in such use becoming 
nonconforming). 

E.	 Exemptions.  Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, where a use is conforming 
but is made nonconforming on the effective date of this Article, such use may be 
increased by twenty-five (25) percent in terms of building floor area, number of 
employees or other measure of intensity provided the use conforms to all other regulations 
of this Article. 

F.	 Enlargement.  No building or structure that is devoted in whole or in part to a 
nonconforming use shall be enlarged or added to in any manner unless such building or 
structure and the use thereof shall thereafter conform to the regulations of the district in 
which it is located. 

G.	 Damage or Destruction.  In the event that any building or structure that is devoted in 
whole or in part to a nonconforming use is damaged or destroyed by any means, to the 
extent of more than seventy-five (75) percent of its replacement cost at the time of such 
damage, such building or structure shall not be restored unless such building or structure 
and the use thereof shall thereafter conform to all regulations of the zoning district in 
which it is located. When such damage or destruction is seventy-five (75) percent or less, 
no repairs or restoration shall be made unless a zoning certificate is obtained, and 
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(5-1704 contd.) 

restoration is actually begun within one (1) year after the date of such partial destruction 
and is diligently pursued to its completion. 

H.	 Moving.  No building or structure that is devoted in whole or in part to a nonconforming 
use, shall be moved in whole or in part for any distance whatever, to any other location on 
the same or any other lot, unless the entire building or structure and the use thereof shall 
thereafter conform to all regulations of the zoning district in which it is located after being 
so moved. 

I.	 Change in Use. 

1.	 The Board of Adjustment may grant a special exception to permit a nonconforming 
use to be changed to any other use permitted in the zoning district in which the 
nonconforming use is allowed provided the proposed use is not more intense than the 
existing use in terms of activity, traffic generation and other impacts on surrounding 
property.  

2.	 When a nonconforming use has been changed to any conforming use allowed in the 
district in which the property is located, it shall not thereafter be changed back to a 
nonconforming use. 

J.	 Abandonment or Discontinuance.  When a nonconforming use of land or of a building 
or structure is discontinued or abandoned for a period of twelve (12) consecutive months 
(regardless of any reservation of an intent not to abandon or to resume such use except as 
provided in G above), such use shall not thereafter be reestablished or resumed, and any 
subsequent use or occupancy of such land, building or structure shall comply with the 
regulations of the zoning district in which it is located. 

K.	 Nonconforming Accessory Uses.  No use which is accessory to a principal 
nonconforming use shall continue after such principal use shall cease or terminate. 

L.	 Termination of Nonconforming Use for Nuisance or Illegality.  The right to continue a 
nonconforming use is conditional and may be continued for only so long as the 
nonconforming activity is conducted lawfully and does not produce a condition which 
constitutes a nuisance. The use of any building, structure or land in a manner set forth 
below shall constitute constructive abandonment of the use, shall terminate the right to 
continue the nonconforming use, and nothing contained in Section 5-1704.J shall be 
construed to require such constructive abandonment to continue for twelve (12) 
consecutive months: 

1.	 Use in any manner which produces a condition constituting a nuisance subject to 
Chapter 74, Springfield City Code, prohibiting the creation of a nuisance. (G.O.5127, 
10/29/01) 

2.	 Use for any activity which is in violation of law or ordinance.  (G.O. 4748, 9/15/97) 
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5-1705.	 Status of Existing Conditional Uses.  Where a use exists at the effective date of this Article, 
or on the effective date of a subsequent amendment hereto that causes such use to become a 
conditional use, and is permitted by this Article only as a only as a conditional use in the 
zoning district in which it is located, such use shall not be deemed to be a nonconforming use, 
but shall, without further action, be deemed a lawful conforming and duly authorized 
conditional use in such zoning district. 

5-1706.	 Occupancy Certificates for Nonconforming Uses. 

A.	 Survey.  As soon as practicable after the adoption of this Article, or after the adoption of 
any other ordinance which renders nonconforming any previously lawful use or structure, 
the City Council shall use its best efforts to survey potential legal nonconforming uses for 
the purpose of making a permanent record of the existence and extent of such uses. 

B.	 Notice.  The owners of record of all properties containing a use or structure that are 
deemed to be nonconforming shall be given written notice of that fact by the Director of 
Building Development Services.  Within ninety (90) days after the receipt of such notice 
said owners of record shall submit applications, on forms made available in the office of 
the Director of Building Development Services for a certificate of occupancy for any 
nonconforming use or structure. 

C.	 Application Information.  The application for such certificate shall designate the 
location, nature, and extent of such nonconforming use or structure; information sufficient 
to document the fact that the nonconforming use was a lawful use at the time it was 
commenced:  and such other details as may be necessary for the issuance of the certificate 
of occupancy. 

D.	 Effect of Occupancy Certificate.  Issuance of a certificate of occupancy pursuant to 
Section 5-1706.C shall be deemed to establish conclusively that the use in question was a 
legal nonconforming use, and the extent thereof, as of the date of the occupancy 
certificate. 

E.	 Failure to Apply.  If any owner of a nonconforming use or structure fails to apply for a 
certificate of occupancy in the manner set out above, such use shall be presumed to be 
illegal until such time as the property owner establishes the legality of the nonconforming 
use in a proper procedure before the Board of Adjustment. 

F.	 Certificate Recorded.  A copy of the  certificate of occupancy for a nonconforming use 
or structure shall be recorded by the City with the Recorder of Deeds of Greene County 
against the property in question. 

G.	 Determination of Legal Nonconformity.  Within sixty (60) days after the receipt of an 
application, the Director of Building Development Services shall determine whether or 
not a use is legal nonconforming.  If a use is not found to be legal nonconforming, the 
owners of record shall have ninety (90) days to discontinue the illegal use.  The owners of 
record may appeal the decision of the Director of Building Development Services as 
provided in Section 3-3400, Appeals. 
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Section 5-1800. Redevelopment Areas. 

The City Council may permit, in an area where there is an approved redevelopment plan, a 
modification of the requirements of this Article as the Council may deem necessary to 
encourage the conservation and preservation of urban resources, to promote the stabilization 
and economic development of urban areas and to provide for housing especially for the elderly 
and for low and moderate income families, provided the following conditions are satisfied: 

A.	 The project complies with an approved redevelopment plan; 

B.	 The project complies with all ordinances except those provisions which are to be 
modified; 

C.	 The project does not interfere with easements, roadways, rail lines, utilities, and public or 
private rights-of-way; 

D.	 The project does not destroy, damage, detrimentally modify or interfere with the 
enjoyment of significant natural, topographic or physical features of the site; 

E.	 The project is not injurious or detrimental to the use and enjoyment of surrounding 
property; 

F.	 The circulation elements of the project do not create hazards to safety on or off the site; 
dependence on automobile travel; or interferences and inconveniences to pedestrian 
travel; 

G.	 The project makes adequate provision for the creation or preservation of open space and 
for its continued maintenance; 

H.	 The project does not create drainage or erosion problems; 

I.	 A site plan and a description of the project has been submitted to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission for its recommendations and approved by City Council.  The site 
plan and description shall make specific reference to the provisions of this Article to be 
modified. 

J.	 The City Council may impose any conditions to achieve the intent of the City ordinances 
and the redevelopment plan, to safeguard surrounding properties, to minimize any adverse 
impact on services and facilities, and to achieve other public purposes.  The City Council 
must find that the applicant has complied or has provided adequate assurances that he will 
comply with any conditions set forth by City Council. 

Section 5-1900. Special Regulations for Retail Liquor Sales. 

5-1901.	 Applicability.  No license shall be issued for the sale of intoxicating liquor at retail in any 
form notwithstanding that the proposed establishment is within the zone appropriate therefore 
under this Article nor shall any such use be conducted in any zone of the City unless the 
following procedures shall be followed. 
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5-1902.	 Location with Regard to R-SF, R-TH, R-MHC or PD Districts.  Whenever any application 
shall be received by the City for the establishment of a place for the sale of intoxicating liquor 
at retail in any form, it shall be determined by the officer charged with the responsibility of 
issuing such licenses whether or not the proposed establishment is located within two-hundred 
(200) feet of any property zoned R-SF, R-TH, R-MHC or designated for single-family or two-
family residential use in a PD district under this Article.  In the event there shall be no such 
property within two-hundred (200) feet from the proposed location and the application shall 
otherwise be appropriate and authorized by the laws of the City, then the license may be 
issued. 

5-1903.	 Application Fee.  If the proposed establishment is within two-hundred (200) feet of property 
zoned R-SF, R-TH, R-MHC or designated for single-family or two-family residential use in a 
PD district, then the person charged with the responsibility of accepting applications for such 
establishments on behalf of the City shall require to be filed therewith a fee of one-hundred-
seven (107) dollars plus the actual costs of publication for legal notices required by law for the 
processing of said application, which fee is in addition to the license fee required by 
ordinances of the City.  The additional fee shall be for the costs of processing the application. 

5-1904.	 Public Notice.  Thereupon, the City shall cause to be posted in four (4) places in the vicinity 
of the property which is so zoned R-SF, R-TH, R-MHC or designated for single-family or 
two-family residential use in a PD district, and which is within two-hundred (200) feet of the 
proposed establishment a notice setting forth the proposed application and advising that 
persons within said two-hundred (200) feet owning property zoned R-SF, R-TH, R-MHC or 
designated for single-family or two-family residential use in a PD district, shall have the right 
within fifteen (15) days from the date that the notice shall first be posted in which to protest 
the granting of a license for the establishment and the use of the land therefore.  In addition, 
the said notice shall be advertised in a daily paper published in the City of Springfield, 
Missouri, having the largest paid circulation in said community, said notice to be given for at 
least five (5) straight consecutive issues and the time to protest shall commence with the date 
of the first said publication and shall terminate on the fifteenth day thereafter. 

5-1905.	 Protest Requirements.  If within the fifteen (15) days aforesaid there shall be filed with the 
officer of the City charged with receiving applications for liquor licenses a protest to granting 
the license for the proposed establishment signed by at least fifty (50) percent of the owners of 
the land so zoned R-SF, R-TH, R-MHC or designated for single-family or two-family 
residential use in a PD district, and located within two-hundred (200) feet of the proposed 
establishment, then no license shall issue for such establishment nor shall any additional 
application for said establishment be accepted or application for any establishment upon the 
same tract of land be accepted for a period of at least one (1) year from the date of the original 
application. If, however, no such protest shall be filed within fifteen (15) days or if the same 
shall be insufficient, thereupon the license may issue, all other requirements of the law of the 
City of Springfield having been met and complied with. 

The official of the City of Springfield charged with the responsibility of accepting applications 
for licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquor at retail shall have the authority from time to 
time to prepare forms to implement this section including protest forms, application forms, 
forms for notice, forms for proof of ownership, and other appropriate requirements.  Forms of 
protest shall in any event be acknowledged by some person other than a protesting owner 
located within the two-hundred (200) feet area acknowledging the signatures of the persons 
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contained thereon to be the free act and deed of the persons so signing.  In determining those 
persons entitled to be counted in such protest, only those persons who are owners of the land 
of record on the date that the application shall have been filed shall be entitled to protest. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the Director of Finance may issue a license for 
the same location to any purchaser of a retail liquor establishment which was duly licensed at 
the time of the purchase providing the purchaser makes proper application and is qualified and 
eligible to hold a license and providing that the provisions of Section 3-12.2, Springfield City 
Code shall have been complied with; nor shall the provisions of this section prohibit the 
reissuance of licenses for previously existing duly licensed establishments. 

Section 5-2000. Adult Entertainment. 

5-2001. Purpose.  The purpose of these regulations is to protect residential property values by 
restricting the location of adult entertainment businesses.  Local and national studies indicate 
that such businesses are perceived to have a negative impact on residential property values. 
Dispersion of adult businesses is also required in order to avoid concentration of uses that 
have a negative impact on adjoining property values. 

5-2002. Location.  An adult motion picture theater, adult store, or cabaret, as defined in Section 
2-1100, may locate only in GR, HC, CS, RI, LI, GM and HM zoning districts.  Such uses are 
prohibited within the area circumscribed by a circle which has a radius of two thousand 
(2,000) feet from any residential zoning district, school, park, or church, or any legally platted 
subdivision in which 75 percent or more of the developed lots are used for residential 
purposes. A developed lot shall be defined as a lot upon which a habitable building or 
dwelling house is constructed. No more than one such use may locate in each one-thousand 
(1,000) feet. 

5-2003. Distances.  The distances provided in this section shall be measured by following a straight 
line, without regard to intervening structures or objects, from the adult motion picture theater, 
adult store, or cabaret to the nearest point of the parcel of property containing a school, park, 
or church, or the residential zoning district boundary line. 

Section 5-2100. Special Regulations Relating to Vehicle Repair Activities. 

5-2101.	 No person shall perform repair activity upon any vehicle, engine, or components thereof, upon 
property located within any district where vehicle repair is not specifically permitted. 
Provided, however, that a person may perform repair activity upon his own vehicle, engine, or 
components thereof, so long as the repair activity is not undertaken for compensation.  Repair 
activity includes the maintenance, repair, disassembling or reassembling of a vehicle, engine 
or components thereof in any manner. 

5-2102.	 A presumption that a violation of this section has been committed by the person or persons in 
possession of property is created when there is evidence that establishes that repair activity has 
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taken place upon a vehicle that does not display a license plate, or upon a vehicle that is not 
registered in the name of the person or persons in possession of the property. 

Section 5-2200. Scrap, Salvage, Junk and Automobile Wrecking Yards. 

5-2201.	 Purpose.  The purpose of these regulations is to protect the health, safety, aesthetics and 
economic well being of the community from the adverse impacts of salvage yards.  These uses 
involve the outside storage of junk and salvage materials. Although these uses may be 
beneficial to the economic life of the community, the clutter of junk and salvage materials, 
poorly constructed and maintained fences, the storage of hazardous materials, noise, dust, and 
lack of separation between storage areas and residential uses create a negative image for the 
community, endanger the health and safety of residents and reduce the value of adjoining 
properties. 

5-2202.	 No salvage yard shall operate at any location unless the salvage yard is operated in accordance 
with the following provisions: 

A.	 A minimum setback of thirty-five (35) feet shall be maintained from the right-of-way of 
any street.  Off-street parking may be provided in the area between the street right-of-way 
and the storage area, provided all off-street parking requirements of this Article are met. 

B.	 A minimum bufferyard of thirty-five (35) feet shall be maintained from any adjacent 
residential zoning district or from any adjacent lot used for residential purposes, located in 
any zoning district.  Such bufferyard shall not be required adjacent to a lot in a 
nonresidential zoning district used for mixed residential and nonresidential purposes, 
unless the nonresidential use is a bona fide customary home occupation, nor shall it be 
required so long as the owner of the land where the salvage yard is located also owns the 
residential property.  The bufferyard shall be landscaped with at least five (5) canopy 
trees, eight (8) understory trees, thirty-two (32) shrubs and sixteen (16) evergreen/conifers 
per one-hundred (100) linear feet of common property line.  The bufferyard also shall be 
seeded with lawn unless ground cover is already established and shall be kept neat, clean 
and free from litter, debris and noxious weeds.  All plant material shall be tended and 
maintained in a healthy growing condition and replaced when diseased, irreparably 
damaged, or dead.  The bufferyard shall be located between the business' fence and the 
residential zoning district or the residential use. 

C.	 Items to be stored shall be limited to those which do not create a nuisance as defined by 
the laws of the State of Missouri or the City of Springfield.  All salvage yards shall 
comply with the provisions of Chapter 29C, Article II, Springfield City Code. 

D.	 The requirements of paragraphs A and B of this subsection shall not apply to businesses 
exempt from the provisions of Section 29C-21, Springfield City Code. 
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Section 5-2300.	 Common Open Space and Common Improvement 
Regulations. 

5-2301.	 General Provisions.  The regulations set forth in this section shall apply in all developments 
where the following features are held in common ownership by persons owning property 
within a development. 

A.	 All lands in common open space, not a part of individual lots, designed for the mutual 
benefit of a group of persons owning property within a development, where such lands are 
not dedicated to or conveyed for public use whether or not such lands are required by the 
provisions of this Article; and 

B.	 All private streets, driveways, parking facilities, and buildings or portions thereof, as may 
be provided for the common use, benefit and/or enjoyment of the occupants of the 
development; whether or not such improvements are required by the provisions of this 
Article. 

5-2302.	 Condominium Property Act.  Except where it can be demonstrated that the provisions of this 
section can be satisfied by other means, all lands and improvements, as set forth in this 
section, shall be established and maintained in accordance with the Condominium Property 
Act, Chapter 448, Missouri State Statutes or subsequent amendments. 

5-2303.	 Subdivision Approval Required.  All subdivision of property containing common open 
space and common improvements shall originally be classified as a major subdivision and 
subject to review in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 36, Article II, Subdivision 
Regulations. Amendments or revisions to an approved subdivision plat containing common 
open space and common improvements may be classified as a minor subdivision in 
accordance with the City's subdivision regulations. 

5-2304.	 Property Owner's Association.  If common open space and common improvements are not 
dedicated to and accepted for public use, they shall be protected by legal arrangements, 
satisfactory to the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council City Attorney 
sufficient to assure their maintenance and preservation for whatever purpose they are intended. 
Covenants or other legal arrangements shall specify ownership of the common open space and 
common improvements; method of maintenance, responsibility for maintenance; maintenance 
taxes and insurance; compulsory membership and compulsory assessment provisions; 
guarantees that any association formed to own and maintain common open space and common 
improvements will not be dissolved without the consent of the City; and other specifications 
deemed necessary by the City Attorney, Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council. 
(G.O.5425, 11/15/2004) 

5-2305.	 Covenants, Rules and By-Laws.  The Director of Planning and Development and the City 
Attorney shall review and approve the restrictive covenants, rules and by-laws of the unit 
ownership, as prepared in accordance with this section and Chapter 448, Missouri State 
Statutes. This approval shall be obtained before any final plat is recorded or final site plan 
approved. Such documents, once approved, shall become part of the recorded subdivision plat 
or approved site plan. 
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5-2306. 	 Content of Covenants and Restrictions. The covenants and restrictions, when submitted, 
shall specify the ownership of the common open space and common improvements, shall be 
prepared in accordance with this section and Chapter 448, Missouri State Statutes, shall 
provide: for establishment of the condominium or homeowners' property owners’ association 
or trust prior to the sale of any part of the property; for the method of maintenance; that open 
space restrictions and maintenance shall be permanent; that the homeowners property owners 
are liable for the payment of maintenance fees and capital assessments; that unpaid 
homeowners' property owners’ fees and assessments will be a lien on the property of the 
delinquent homeowners property owners; that the association or trustee shall be responsible 
for liability insurance, taxes and perpetual maintenance; that membership shall be mandatory 
for each homeowner property owner and any successive buyer; that each homeowner property 
owner, at the time of purchase, shall be furnished with a copy of the approved restrictions or 
conditions; and that any association or trust formed to own and maintain common open space 
and common improvements will not be dissolved without the consent of the City. In addition, 
such covenants and restrictions shall provide that in the event the association fails to maintain 
the common areas, opens space/ improvements, or should be dissolved for any reason and the 
common areas and space/improvements are not maintained in reasonable condition, the City 
may enter and maintain same in accordance with the procedure set forth in Section 5-2307, 
and assess the costs ratably against the properties within the development that have a right to 
enjoy or use the common area or open space/improvements, which assessment shall constitute 
a lien against such properties. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

5-2307.	 Maintenance Of Common Open Space And Common Improvements. 

A.	 If the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council determines that the public 
interest requires assurance concerning adequate maintenance of common open space areas 
and improvements, the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council may require 
that the restrictive covenants, rules and by-laws creating the unit ownership shall provide 
that if the unit owners establish and maintain such common open space improvements, or 
any successor unit owners, shall at any time after establishment of the 
development fail to maintain the common open space/improvements in reasonable order 
and condition in accordance with the approved plans, the City may serve a notice in 
writing upon such unit owners. Said notice shall describe how the unit ownership has 
failed to maintain the common open space/improvements in reasonable condition, shall 
require that such deficiencies of maintenance be remedied within thirty (30) days thereof, 
and shall state the date and place of a public hearing.  Said hearing shall be held within 
twenty (20) days of notice. 

B.	 At such hearing the City Council may modify the terms of the original notice concerning 
the deficiencies and may grant an extension of time to remedy these deficiencies. 

C.	 If said deficiencies are not corrected, the City may enter upon said common open space 
and maintain the same for one (1) year in order to preserve the taxable values of the 
properties within the development and to prevent the common open space/improvement 
from becoming a public nuisance. 

D.	 Said entry and maintenance shall not grant the public any rights to use the common open 
space/improvements unless the owners voluntarily dedicate the same to the public  and 
such dedication is accepted by the City. 
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E.	 Before the expiration of said one (1) year period and upon its initiative or upon the 
request of the unit owners theretofore responsible for the maintenance of the common 
open space/improvements, the City Council shall call a public hearing upon notice in 
writing to such organization or to owners of the unit ownership.  At said hearing, the unit 
owners shall show cause why such maintenance by the City shall not, at the election of 
the City Council, continue for a succeeding one (1) year period. 

F.	 If the City Council determines that said unit ownership is ready and able to maintain the 
common open space/improvements in reasonable condition, the City shall cease to 
maintain the common open space/improvements at the end of said one (1) year period or 
at an earlier date prescribed by the City Council. 

G.	 If the City Council determines that such organization is not ready and able to maintain the 
common open space/improvements in a reasonable condition, the City Council may, at its 
discretion, continue to maintain the common open space improvements during the next 
succeeding year, subject to a similar hearing and determination in each year thereafter. 

H.	 The rules and by-laws creating the unit ownership shall further provide that the cost of 
such maintenance by the City shall be assessed ratably against the individual properties 
within the development that have a right of enjoyment of the common open 
space/improvements.  This assessment shall become a charge on said properties, and such 
charge shall be paid by the owners of said properties within thirty (30) days after receipt 
of same. Such assessments shall constitute a lien against all properties within the unit 
ownership. 

5-2308. Maintenance Responsibility. 

A.	 Except as provided in Section 5-2307, the City shall not be responsible for the 
maintenance of any common open space/improvements required by this Article. (G.O. 
5425, 11/15/2004 

B.	 Initial maintenance of the common open space/improvements within a development shall 
be the responsibility of the developer.  The restrictive covenants, rules and bylaws of the 
unit ownership may prescribe a method for transfer of maintenance responsibility to a 
duly constituted property owners' association.  In the event no method for transfer or 
maintenance responsibility is prescribed, the developer shall retain this responsibility until 
fifty (50) percent of the development has been sold to the unit owners or other clients. 
When at least fifty (50) percent of the development has been sold, the established unit 
ownership, comprised of the development's unit owners shall be deeded the common open 
space/improvements and such owners shall become fully responsible for its maintenance 
and upkeep. 

C.	 The maintenance responsibilities of the developer listed in this section shall be 
specifically indicated in a letter of agreement between the developer and the City.  The 
developer shall submit said letter to the Planning and Zoning Commission Director of 
Planning and Development at the time of Final Plat Review. All principal access shall be 
from an arterial highway or street and no truck traffic shall be routed through any adjacent 
residential areas. Streets through adjacent residential areas shall not be used to provide 
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principal access for truck traffic to any non-residential use in this district except on streets 
classified as expressways, arterials or collectors. (G.O. 5425, 11/15/2004) 

Section 5-2400. Accessory Apartments. 

5-2401.	 Purpose.  The purpose of allowing accessory apartments is to improve the ability of 
homeowners to maintain and remain in their homes by permitting a portion of a home to be 
rented as an apartment.  It is also the intent to allow accessory apartments in historic carriage 
houses to encourage their preservation. The requirements of this section are also designed to 
protect the single-family character of the neighborhood in which a home or carriage house 
containing an accessory apartment is located. 

5-2402.	 Accessory Apartment Requirements.  Only one (1) accessory apartment shall be permitted 
on a lot in a R-SF or R-MHC district in accordance with the following regulations. 

A.	 Owners wishing to create an accessory apartment shall submit an application and site plan 
to the Administrative Review Committee demonstrating that the following conditions 
have been met or provisions made therefor: 

1.	 The accessory apartment or the single-family-detached dwelling located on the lot 
where the accessory apartment is located shall be actually and physically occupied by 
at least one (1) owner of record who possesses at least an estate for life or a fifty (50) 
percent fee simple ownership interest.  Under no circumstances shall the owner 
receive compensation for the occupancy of more than one (1) unit. 

2.	 One (1) additional off-street parking space for each bedroom in the accessory 
apartment, located behind the building setback line, shall be provided. 

3.	 The accessory apartment shall be clearly incidental to the principal dwelling and meet 
the following criteria: 

a.	 An accessory apartment may be created only in a single-family dwelling or in an 
existing carriage house if the carriage house was constructed prior to January 1, 
1940 and the lot on which the carriage house is located is designated a historic 
site, landmark or district. 

b.	 An accessory apartment may be created only on a lot of six-thousand (6,000) 
square feet or more.  The zoning district within which the lot is located may 
require a greater minimum lot size. 

c.	 If the accessory apartment is to be located in a dwelling, the single-family-
detached dwelling shall have a floor area of two-thousand (2,000) square feet or 
more, excluding garage space and any other space that is not habitable. 

d.	 If the accessory apartment is to be located in a dwelling, no more than thirty (30) 
percent of the single-family-detached dwelling shall be used for the accessory 
apartment. 
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e.	 Other than historic carriage houses, no accessory buildings such as garages and 
sheds shall be used for an accessory apartment. 

f.	 The accessory apartment shall contain complete cooking and sanitary facilities. 

g.	 If the accessory apartment is to be located in a dwelling, any additional entrance 
resulting from the creation of an accessory dwelling unit may face the side of the 
lot fronting on the street only if such entrance is adequately and appropriately 
screened in a manner that does not substantially detract from the single-family 
appearance of the dwelling. 

h.	 No historic carriage house shall be expanded or enlarged or its exterior 
appearance altered in a manner that detracts from its historic character in order to 
create an accessory apartment. 

i.	 Accessory apartments must meet applicable city codes. 

4.	 No accessory apartment shall be established concurrent with the customary home 
occupation of renting rooms. 

B.	 Accessory apartments shall be registered annually with the City Finance Director.  In 
addition to the requirements of Chapter 18, Springfield City Code, the owner shall verify 
that the conditions noted in Subsection 5-2402.A are still being met. 

Section 5-2500. Residential Group Homes. 

5-2501	 Purpose.  It is necessary and desirable to provide suitable sites for residential group homes, as 
defined in Section 2-1100, in single-family residential areas provided that, in furtherance of 
the goals of de-institutionalization of handicapped persons and allowing residential group 
homes to be integrated throughout the community, residential group homes are not 
concentrated in particular neighborhoods. 

5-2502.	 Residential Group Home Location Requirement.  Residential group homes are permitted in 
the R-SF, R-TH and R-MHC Districts provided that no residential group home shall locate 
within a one-quarter (1/4) mile radius of another residential or custodial group home. 

Section 5-2600. Telecommunication Towers. 

5-2601.	 Legislative Findings. On February 8, 1996, Congress enacted the federal 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, P.L. No. 104-458. The purpose of the Act is to deregulate 
the telecommunications industry, providing a more competitive environment for wired and 
wireless telecommunication services in the United States. 

A.	 A concomitant effect of increased competition in the market for wireless 
telecommunications services is an increased demand for antenna sites on towers and other 
antenna support structures necessary for providing wireless service. 
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B.	 New personal wireless telecommunications technologies, such as Personal 
Communications Systems, or (PCS) require antenna sites to be denser than previous 
technologies required. However, due to the uniqueness of the wireless 
telecommunications industry and constantly changing technology, local regulatory efforts 
must be sufficiently flexible to allow for the continuing development of the wireless 
telecommunications industry. 

C.	 The Telecommunications Act of 1996 preserves the authority of the City to regulate the 
placement, construction, and modification of towers, antenna support structures and 
telecommunications facilities and to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public 
and which is granted to the City under the Constitution and statutes of the State of 
Missouri and the Charter. 

D.	 Consistent with the Telecommunications Act of 1996, regulation of towers and 
telecommunications facilities in certain areas of the City of Springfield as provided in this 
Ordinance, will not have the effect of prohibiting any Person from providing wireless 
telecommunications services. 

E.	 The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has exclusive jurisdiction over: 

1.	 The regulation of the environmental effects of radio frequency emissions from 
telecommunications facilities. 

2.	 The regulation of radio signal interference among users of the radio frequency 
spectrum. 

F.	 The uncontrolled proliferation of towers in the City of Springfield could diminish 
property values, the aesthetic quality of the City and could otherwise threaten the health, 
safety and welfare of the public. 

G.	 The presence of telecommunications towers, large enclosures, satellite dishes and other 
large unmovable objects other than standard wood utility poles on the rights-of-way, 
rather than on private utility easements or fee simple title interests, are a danger to the 
traveling public and an interference with the use and enjoyment of the rights-of-way by 
abutting landowners and members of the public. (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

5-2602.	 Legislative Purposes. The general purpose of this Section 5-2600 is to regulate the 
placement, construction and modification of towers and telecommunications facilities in order 
to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public, while at the same time not unreasonably 
interfering with the development of the competitive wireless telecommunications marketplace 
in Springfield. 

Specifically, the purposes of this Section 5-2600 are: 

A.	 To direct the location of towers and telecommunications facilities in the City; 

B.	 To protect residential areas and land uses from potential adverse impacts of towers and 
telecommunications facilities; 
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C.	 To minimize adverse visual impacts of towers and telecommunications facilities through 
careful design, siting, landscaping, and innovative camouflaging techniques; 

D.	 To promote and encourage shared use/collocation of towers and antenna support 
structures as a primary option rather than construction of additional single-use towers; 

E.	 To avoid potential damage to adjacent properties caused by towers and 
telecommunications facilities by ensuring such structures are soundly and carefully 
designed, constructed, modified, maintained and removed. 

F.	 To the greatest extent feasible, ensure that towers and telecommunications facilities are 
compatible with surrounding land uses. 

G.	 To the greatest extent feasible, ensure that proposed towers and telecommunications 
facilities are designed in harmony with natural settings and in a manner consistent with 
current development patterns. 

H.	 To create a licensing process which allows the City to more efficiently administer this 
Section 5-2600. 

5-2603. Applicability. 

A.	 All towers, antenna support structures and telecommunications facilities, any portion of 
which are located within the City of Springfield, are subject to this Ordinance.  All towers 
within the City of Springfield, Missouri at the time of passage of this Ordinance, or are 
annexed at a later date, shall be registered with the City Finance Director within sixty 
(60) days from the effective date hereof together with the height, width and location 
thereof and a registration fee of $50.00. Failure to register an existing tower shall raise a 
presumption that said tower, was not a legal  nonconforming use on the date of passage of 
this ordinance. However, this ordinance shall not apply to tower structures used, or to be 
used, solely for services provided pursuant to a broadcast radio or television license issued 
by the Federal Communications Commission or to towers and antennas used for private 
telecommunications services when the equipment is located on the premises of the entity 
using said private telecommunication service, or the towers and antennas, support 
structure or masts are located on the primary business premises of a provider of 
communications services if used to monitor the provider’s services and the equipment 
used by the broadcaster, private telecommunicator or provider  is in compliance with any 
federal, state or local laws, and does not encroach on the public rights-of-way. (G.O.5094, 
7/9/2001) 

B.	 Except as provided in this Section 5-2600, any current legal use being made of an existing 
tower or antenna support structure on the effective date of this Section 5-2600  (herein 
"Non-conforming Structures") shall be allowed to continue, even if in conflict with the 
terms of this Section 5-2600. Any tower site that has received City approval in the form 
of either a conditional use permit or building permit, but has not yet been constructed or 
located, shall be considered a non-conforming structure so long as such approval is 
current and not expired. 
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5-2604.	 Definitions.  For the purposes of this ordinance, the following terms, phrases, words, and their 
derivations shall have the meaning given herein.  When not inconsistent with the context, 
words in the singular number include the plural number.  The word "shall" is always 
mandatory and not merely directory.  The word "may" is directory and discretionary and not 
mandatory. 

A.	 Act means the federal Communications Act of 1934 as amended by the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996 and as may, from time to time, be amended. 

B.	 Antenna Support Structure means any building or other structure other than a tower 
which can be used for location of wireless telecommunications facilities. (G.O.5094, 
7/9/2001) 

C.	 Applicant means any Person that applies for a tower license pursuant to Subsection 
5-2608 of this Ordinance. 

D.	 Application means the process by which an Applicant submits a request and indicates a 
desire to be granted a license to construct, own or operate a tower within the City.  An 
Application includes all written documentation made by an Applicant to the City 
concerning such a request. 

E.	 City means the City of Springfield, a municipal corporation, in the State of Missouri, 
acting by and through its City Manager or his designee. 

F.	 Code means the City of Springfield Code of Ordinances. 

G.	 Communications or Telecommunications means the transmission, between or among 
points as specified by the user, of information of the user’s choosing, without change in 
the form or content of the information as sent or received, by wire, radio, optical cable, 
electronic impulses, or other similar means.  As used in this definition, “information” 
means knowledge or intelligence represented by any form of writing, signs, signals, 
pictures, sounds, or any other symbols. 

H.	 Council  means the Springfield, Missouri, City Council. 

I.	 Director means the Director of Department of Building Development Services. 

J.	 Engineer means any engineer licensed by the State of Missouri. 

K.	 FCC means the Federal Communications Commission and any legally appointed, 
designated or elected agent or successor. 

L.	 Licensee means any person who has lawfully obtained a tower license pursuant to 
Subsection 5-2308. 

M.	 Person is any natural person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, company, or 
other legal entity, private or public, whether for profit or not-for-profit. 
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N.	 Site means the actual location of a tower and may be only part of a larger parcel or 
premise.  (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

O.	 Stealth means any tower or telecommunications facilities which are designed to blend 
into the surrounding environment. 

P.	 Telecommunications Facilities means any cables, wires, lines, wave guides, antennas 
and any other equipment or facilities associated with the wireless transmission or 
reception of wireless telecommunications as authorized by the FCC which a Person seeks 
to locate or has installed upon a tower or antenna support structure. However, the term 
telecommunications facilities shall not include: (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 Any satellite earth station antenna two (2) meters in diameter or less which is located 
in an area zoned and used for industrial or commercial purposes; 

2.	 Any satellite earth station antenna one (1) meter or less in diameter, regardless of 
zoning category. 

3. 	 Any satellite earth station in excess of two (2) meters in diameter which is utilized for 
the reception of broadcast television, video or radio signals and which is an ancillary 
use to a structure on the premises of the holder of the broadcast license. 

Q.	 Tower means a self-supporting lattice, guyed or monopole structure constructed from 
grade which supports wireless telecommunications facilities.  The term tower shall not 
include amateur radio operators' equipment, as licensed by the FCC.  The term tower does 
not include utility poles which are utilized for the support of electrical, telephone, cable 
television, or other similar cables and wires, are located on public rights-of-ways or 
easements for that purpose and are a part of a system of such poles throughout the City of 
Springfield, Missouri. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

5-2605. Permitted, Conditional and Accessory Uses.  (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

A.	 Generally.  The allowable use of towers and placement of telecommunications facilities 
as either permitted uses or conditional uses in the several zoning districts shall be as set 
forth in this Article based on the following table except that no telecommunications 
towers shall be allowed on any right-of-way.  All other utility facilities, regardless of type, 
shall meet the standards and requirements of the zoning district in which they are located. 
Any utility facility, equipment or structure that is to be located above ground on the 
public right-of-way or private easement with a length or  width in excess of forty-seven 
(47) inches must receive approval of the Council prior to installation.  Multiple locations 
may be approved in one application process. 

Tier Wireless Facilities and Telecommunications Towers 

I	 Wireless facilities and antennas mounted on buildings or other structures, 
including existing towers, public buildings and structures, school 
buildings and structures, and churches. 
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II	 Cell towers of a stealth design that are not greater than sixty (60) feet in 
height, located on the same premise or parcel as public buildings and 
structures, school buildings and facilities, church buildings and 
noncommercial, not-for-profit residential neighborhood facilities and 
approved by ordinance. 

III Cell tower of a monopole or stealth design that are less than one-hundred 
(100) feet in height. 

IV Cell towers of a stealth or monopole design that are one-hundred (100) 
feet or greater in height. 

V	 Cell towers that are: 
a.	 Not of a stealth or monopole design; or 
b. One-hundred (100) feet or greater in height and not setback from any 

residential district at least two (2) feet for every one (1) foot of height; 
or 

c.	 Not able to collocate at least one (1) additional provider if the tower 
height is one-hundred (100) feet or greater or at least two (2) additional 
providers’ facilities if the tower height is one-hundred-twenty (120) 
feet or greater. 

B.	 Telecommunications Facilities.  Any telecommunications facilities which are not 
attached to a tower shall be a permitted accessory  use to any commercial, industrial, 
professional, institutional, or multi-family structure, regardless of the zoning restrictions 
applicable to the zoning district where the structure is located and without having to 
obtain any prior authorization from the City; provided that the Person making such 
accessory use files a written certification with the City establishing the following: 

1.	 That the total height of the antenna support structure and telecommunications 
facilities do not exceed the structural height limitations in the applicable zoning 
district under this article by more than twenty (20) feet; 

2.	 That the antenna support structure and telecommunications facilities comply with the 
City Building Code and any applicable state law, does not encroach on the public 
rights-of-way, and a building permit has been obtained from the Department of 
Building Development Services; and 

3.	 That any telecommunications facilities and antennas located on the roof of a building 
shall comply with setbacks required by the City building code, if any, and do not 
extend more than fifty  (50) inches in the horizontal plane from the side of such an 
antenna support structure unless the purpose of said protrusion is to permit signal 
coverage in an area that will not receive such coverage but for an extension beyond 
Fifty (50) inches.  Any extension beyond Fifty inches must be approved by the 
Administrative Review Committee of the City prior to construction of said Antenna 
and such approval shall be dependent upon a showing that coverage is unavailable but 
for the extension, the extension does not violate any other building code of the City, 
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State or Federal law that is applicable, encroach upon public rights-of-ways and does 
not pose any danger to the traveling public. 

4.	 That the telecommunications facilities will utilize camouflaging techniques or will be 
side-mounted to an antenna support structure in order that the telecommunications 
facilities harmonize with the character and environment of the area in which they are 
located if technically feasible and such  techniques will not degrade or distort the 
service signal. Antennas and support structures shall be painted to blend with the 
color of the building if such painting will not interfere with functioning of the antenna 
or support structure. 

5-2606. Collocation. 

A.	 Collocation of Facilities. New towers constructed within the City with height in excess 
of sixty (60) feet  should be capable of accommodating two additional carriers or 
telecommunications facilities for more than one other provider of communications 
services (hereinafter referred to as “additional capacity”). Such additional capacity, if any, 
shall be designated on the application and site plans presented to the City prior to 
construction of the tower. 

B.	 Collocation or Installation. 

1.	 Any licensee whose tower in excess of sixty (60) feet which is constructed after the 
effective date of this Section and which has been built in accordance with setbacks 
and special conditions granted to towers with collocation capabilities under this 
Article, and has available additional capacity for installation or collocation of 
telecommunications facilities as demonstrated at the time the application for 
construction was granted, shall agree to allow other persons to install or collocate 
telecommunications facilities on such a tower subject to reasonable terms and 
conditions negotiated between the parties including the suitability  of the proposed 
tenant, the credit worthiness and technical abilities of the proposed tenant. However, 
in no event shall a licensee be required to allow collocation of facilities if to do so 
would result in technical interference with the delivery of licensee’s service.  Failure 
to permit collocation or joint use on a tower which has been built in accordance with 
setbacks and special conditions permitted for towers designed for collocation may 
result in any enforcement action as permitted in Sections 3-1502, 3-1503, 3-1504, 3-
1505, 3-1506 and 3-1507 or termination of utilities following a hearing as permitted 
in Subsection 5-2606.F hereof. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

2.	 For the purpose of collocation of antennas, a legal non-conforming tower may be 
used. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

3.	 Failure to comply with the provisions of this Subsection 5-2606.B. constitutes a 
material violation of this Section 5-2600, et seq., for the purposes of Subsection 5-
2609. 
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C.	 Exception from Height and Bufferyards Requirements for Collocation. (G.O.5094, 
7/9/2001) 

1.	 A licensee of an existing tower may modify the height of its tower to accommodate 
collocation of additional telecommunications facilities as long as the total height of 
the tower and telecommunications facilities attached thereto do not exceed the 
maximum height allowed in the applicable zoning district under the Code by more 
than twenty (20) feet. 

2.	 Permission to exceed the maximum permitted height pursuant to this section shall not 
require an additional distance separation as set forth in Subsection 5-2607.C.5, nor 
additional Buffer yards or landscaping above that required for the original tower.  The 
tower's premodification height shall be used to calculate such distance separations. 

D.	 Same Tower Type.  A tower which is modified to accommodate the collocation of 
additional telecommunications facilities shall be of the same tower type as the existing 
tower. However, a different type of tower may be permitted by the approval of the 
Administrative Review Committee if it is demonstrated that permitting a different tower 
type will not exceed the height permitted in Subsection 5-2606-C, and will permit the 
collocation of more carriers than could be accomplished by the modification of the same 
tower type as the existing tower. 

E.	 Movement of Tower. 

1.	 A tower which is being rebuilt to accommodate the collocation of additional 
telecommunications facilities may be moved on the same premises as it was 
constructed on, or an adjacent premises, within fifty (50) feet of its existing location 
as long as required setbacks and buffer yards are maintained. 

2.	 A tower that is relocated pursuant to Subsection 5-2606.E.1 hereof shall continue to 
be measured from the original tower site for the purpose of calculating the separation 
distances between towers pursuant to Subsection 5-2607.C.5. The relocation of a 
tower under this subsection shall in no way be deemed to cause a violation of 
Subsection 5-2607.C.5. 

3.	 A tower that is relocated on the same premises it was constructed on which comes 
within the separation distances established in Subsection 5-2607.C.5 shall only be 
permitted when notarized written consent is obtained from affected residential 
property owners. 

F.	 Appeal Process. Any applicant who is denied a tower application, or who is determined 
by the Director of Building Development Services to be in violation of this Section shall 
have the right of a hearing before an administrative hearing examiner appointed by the 
City Manager and mutually agreeable to the applicant or tower owner.  Said Hearing 
Examiner shall set the hearing date no later than twenty (20) days following the denial of 
an application, or the determination of a violation and shall consider, in addition to a 
determination of whether or not a violation exists or the application was improperly 
denied, the question of the technical or economic feasibility of compliance with this 
Section. In the event the Hearing Examiner finds that the tower was constructed in 
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accordance with setback and other provisions relating to towers designed for collocation, 
and said tower is not being made available for joint use or collocation as indicated at the 
time of application, the Hearing Examiner shall order utilities disconnected until such 
time as the tower is used jointly for collocation as originally stated in the application.  
The Hearing Examiner’s final decision  shall be subject to review pursuant to Chapter 
536, RSMo. Any appeal under said Chapter shall be filed within thirty days from the date 
of the Hearing Examiner’s decision.  Enforcement of the decision of the Hearing 
Examiner may be stayed by the posting of a supersedes bond in an amount determined by 
the Hearing Examiner to be sufficient under the facts of the case to protect the interests of 
the public and any third party in the matter whose rights would be adversely affected by 
such a stay as demonstrated during any hearing on a request for said bond. (G.O.5094, 
7/9/2001) 

5-2607. Construction Standards. 

A.	 Setbacks.  (G.O.5094,7/9/2001) 

1.	 All towers shall be set back a distance equal to: 

a.	 Fifty  (50) percent of the height of the tower up to one-hundred (100) feet, plus 
one (1) foot for each foot over one-hundred (100) feet in height; or 

b.	 The distance between the tower base and guy wire anchors, whichever is greater, 
with the guy wire anchors set back at least twenty-five (25) feet from adjoining 
residential districts, public property or a street or at least the rear yard setback 
from adjoining land in other districts, unless the tower is designed for collocation. 

In the event a tower is capable of being used for collocation for at least two 
additional carriers, the setbacks for structures in the zoning district where the 
tower is located shall be complied with for the tower base and any guy wire 
anchors. 

2.	 Set back requirements for towers shall be measured from the center of the tower to 
the property line of the parcel on which it is located. 

B.	 Structural Requirements.  All towers must be designed and certified by an Engineer to 
be structurally sound and, at minimum, in conformance with the City's Building Code, 
any applicable state and federal laws, and other standards outlined in the City Code.  A 
building permit must be obtained before construction may begin. 

C.	 Separation or Buffer Requirements. 

1.	 Towers shall be separated from the types of areas and comply  with the minimum 
standards established in the table set forth below unless: (1) constructed on the same 
site as another tower designed for the same purpose, (2) the second tower is permitted 
by the zoning district, and (3) the height of the second tower does not exceed the 
height permitted in the zoning district where the tower is to be located: 
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Designated Area	 Separation Distance 

Single-family or duplex residential 300 feet. If the Tower1 is of a stealth design or is designed for 
units in a residential district1 collocation of an additional carrier, then the separation distance 

may be reduced to 100% of the height of the tower. 

Vacant single-family or duplex 300 feet if the Tower1 is of a stealth design or is designed for 
residentially zoned land which is collocation of an additional carrier, then the separation distance 
either platted or has preliminary may be reduced to 100% of the height of the tower. 
subdivision plan approval which is 
not expired 

Vacant unplatted residentially zoned 200 Feet or 100% of tower,2 

land and residential units in non- whichever is greater 
residential zoned districts 1 

Existing multi-family residential 100 feet or 100% height of tower, whichever is greater 
units greater than duplex units 

Non-residentially zoned lands or None; only setbacks apply 
non-residential uses 

Approved heliports	 100 feet or 100% of the height of tower, whichever is greater 

1Includes modular homes and mobile homes used for living purposes.  Separation from a unit for purposes of this chart is to

be measured from the edge of the building or structure itself.

2Separation measured from the center of the tower to closest building setback line.

3Includes any unplatted residential use properties without a valid preliminary plat or valid development plan approval and any

multifamily residentially zoned land greater than duplex.


2.	 The minimum tower separation distances above listed shall be calculated and applied 
irrespective of City and County jurisdictional boundaries. 

3.	 Measurement of tower separation distances for the purpose of compliance with this 
Section 5-2600 shall be measured from the center of a tower to the closest point of a 
Designated Area as specified in the table above set forth. 

4.	 Separation distances from other uses set forth in this subsection may be reduced for 
towers designed for the collocation of telecommunications facilities of other carriers 
by obtaining a conditional use permit which will require demonstrating that the 
separation distances will: (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

a.	 have the effect of preventing service to an area of the City, or; 

b. 	 constitute a barrier to entry into the market place by the applicant, or; 

c. 	 will constitute a technical or economic hardship on the applicant. 
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Additionally the applicant must demonstrate that (1) the location, shape, appearance 
or nature of use of the proposed tower will not substantially detract from the 
aesthetics of the area nor change the character of the neighborhood in which the tower 
is proposed to be located, and that landscaping techniques will be used to screen the 
tower from any adjacent residential use, and (2) the proposed tower will 
accommodate at least two additional carriers of various telecommunications services.  
The City Council shall consider the information presented by the Applicant and 
determine if a special exception would conflict with the purposes of this Section, 
would create a blight on adjacent property, or interfere with adjacent uses, within the 
separation area. If the tower requires a use permit, then said showing shall be made 
to the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council as a part of the conditional 
use permit process. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

5.	 Proposed towers must meet the following minimum separation requirements from 
towers existing at the time a license is granted pursuant to Subsection 5-2600 unless 
constructed for the purpose of providing collocation capacity on the same site as 
another tower designed for the same purpose, the second tower is permitted by the 
zoning district, and the height of the second tower does not exceed the height 
permitted in the zoning district where the tower is to be located.  However, an 
exception from separation distances between towers may be obtained from City 
Council if the applicant can demonstrate that such an exception is necessary for the 
engineering design of the system the tower is to be a part of, or that no other option is 
available to provide coverage for the service area.  An exception to the separation 
requirements shall be approved or denied by ordinance. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

EXISTING TOWERS-TYPES 

Lattice or Guyed 
150 ft. in Height 

or Greater 

Lattice or Guyed 
less than 150 ft 

in Height 

Monopole 
towers 75 ft in 

Height or 
Greater 

Monopole 
towers Less 

Than 75 ft in 
Height 

PROPOSED 
TOWERS-

TYPES 

Lattice 

Guyed 

3,000 ft 

3,000 ft 

2,500 ft 

2,500 ft 

1,500 ft 

1,500 ft 

750 ft 

750 ft 

Monopole 75 ft 
in Height or 

Greater 
1,500 ft 1,500 ft 1,500 ft 750 ft 

Monopole Less 
Than 75 ft in 

Height 
750 ft 750 ft 750 ft 750 ft 
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For the purpose of this subsection, the separation distances shall be measured by drawing 
or following a straight line between the center of the existing tower and the center, of the 
proposed tower. 

D.	 Method of Determining Tower Height.  The height of the tower shall be measured as 
follows: The vertical distance between the highest point of the tower and the natural grade 
below this point. 

E.	 Illumination.  Towers shall not be artificially lighted except as required by the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) and provisions of the City Code except  that seasonal 
lighting may be permitted as approved by the City.  At time of construction of a tower 
dual mode lighting shall be requested from the FAA in cases where there are residential 
uses located within a distance from the proposed tower  which is equal to three (3) times 
the proposed height of the tower. 

F.	 Finished Color and Tower Markings.  Towers not requiring FAA painting or marking 
shall have either a galvanized steel finish or be painted an off-white, light gray, silver or 
white finish. No commercial signs or advertising shall be allowed on any towers or 
telecommunications facilities. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

G.	 Fencing and Screening.  Fences must be constructed around or upon parcels containing 
towers, antenna support structures or telecommunications facilities and shall be 
constructed in accordance with Section 6-1000, Screening and Fencing, of this Article. 

H.	 Bufferyard and Landscape.  All landscaping on parcels containing towers, antenna 
support structures or telecommunications facilities shall be in accordance with the 
applicable buffer yard requirements in the zoning district where the tower, antenna 
support structure of telecommunications facilities are located.  Existing vegetation shall 
be maintained to the extent possible.  However, the City may require additional 
landscaping if to do so would make the tower, antenna support structure or 
telecommunications facility more reasonably compatible with the surrounding area, but in 
no event shall additional landscaping exceed any bufferyard requirements as set out in 
Sections 6-1200, et seq., Landscaping and Bufferyards, and, if a conditional use permit is 
required, Subsection 3-3310.B.1. All vegetation used in the landscaping shall be located 
outside any fenced area. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

I.	 Security.  All towers must be secured to protect against trespass or unauthorized use of 
the property, tower or telecommunications facilities. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

a.	 If high voltage is necessary for the operation of a tower or telecommunications 
facilities and it is presented in a ground grid or in the tower, warning signs shall be 
permanently attached to the exterior side of the perimeter fence and located every 
twenty (25) feet.  The signs shall display in bold letters at least eight (8) inches high 
the following: “HIGH VOLTAGE: DANGER:” 
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b.	 Identification tags or signs shall be posted on all communications towers and 
telecommunications facilities in accordance with FCC and OSHA requirements.  The 
tags shall include the FCC tower registration number, the latitude and longitude of the 
tower, and the name, address, and telephone number of the tower owner.  The 
identification tags shall be posted on the perimeter fence and shall be constructed of 
durable materials. 

J.	 Access.  All parcels upon which towers are located must provide access to at least two (2) 
vehicular parking spaces located within one-hundred (100) feet of the tower. Traffic 
associated with the facility shall not adversely affect traffic on adjacent streets. 

K.	 Interference With Public Safety Radio Services.  In order to ensure that the City’s 
public safety radio services will be free from objectionable technical interference, all 
applicants requesting a permit to site a tower or telecommunications facilities shall agree: 
(G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 To demonstrate compliance with good engineering practices; 

2.	 To provide the City a copy of all intermodulation studies submitted to the FCC; 

3.	 Not to induce objectionable technical interference to the City’s public safety radio 
services; 
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(5-2607.K contd.) 

4.	 To comply with FCC regulations regarding susceptibility to radio frequency 
interference, frequency coordination requirements, general technical standards for 
power, antenna, bandwidth limitations, frequency stability, transmitter measurements, 
operating requirements, and any and all other federal statutory and regulatory 
requirements relating to radio frequency interference (RFI); 

5.	 In the case of co-location of telecommunications facilities either in the same location 
or on the same tower as the City’s, to not cause or permit to be caused by its 
transmissions or other activities on the premises, objectionable technical inference of 
any kind whatsoever to the broadcasting transmission, reception, or electromagnetic 
communications of the City; 

6.	 To pay for any studies requested by the City Manager to determine if the applicant’s 
telecommunications facilities are causing objectionable technical interference; 

7.	 Upon notification by the City Manager, if the operations of the applicant are causing 
objectionable technical interferences, to immediately undertake all steps necessary to 
determine the cause of and eliminate such interference at the cost of the applicant.  If 
said interference continues for a period in excess of forty-eight (48) hours after notice 
from the City Manager, the City shall have the right to cause the applicant to cease 
operating the equipment that is causing the objectionable technical interference or to 
reduce the power sufficiently to ameliorate the objectionable technical interference 
until the condition causing said interference has abated. 

L.	 Certifications and Inspections. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

1.	 All towers shall be certified by a structural engineer to be structurally sound and in 
conformance with the requirements of the City building code and all other 
construction standards set forth by the City’s Code and federal and state law.  For 
new monopole towers, such certification shall be submitted with an application 
pursuant to Section 5-2608.B.1 and every ten (10) years thereafter; for existing 
monopole towers, such certification shall be submitted within sixty (60) days of the 
effective date of this Ordinance and then every ten (10) years thereafter; for new 
lattice or guyed towers, such certification shall be submitted with an application 
pursuant to Section 5-2608.B.1 and every ten (10) years thereafter; and for existing 
lattice or guyed towers, such certification shall be submitted within sixty (60) days of 
the effective date of this Ordinance and then every ten (10) years thereafter.  The 
tower owner may be required by the City to submit more frequent certifications 
should there be reason to believe that the structural and electrical integrity of the 
tower is or has been jeopardized. 

2.	 The City and its agents shall have authority to enter onto the property upon which a 
tower is located, between the inspections and certifications required above, to inspect 
the tower for the purpose of determining whether it complies with the City’s building 
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code and all other construction standards provided by the City’s Code and federal and 
state law. 

3.	 The City reserves the right to conduct such inspections at any time, upon reasonable 
notice to the tower ordinance. All expenses related to such inspections by the City 
shall be borne by the tower owner. 

M.	 Maintenance. 

1.	 Licensees shall at all times employ ordinary and reasonable care and shall install and 
maintain in use nothing less than commonly accepted methods and devices for 
preventing failures and accidents which are likely to cause damage, injuries, or 
nuisances to the public. 

2.	 Licensees shall install and maintain towers, telecommunications facilities, wire, 
cables, fixtures and other equipment in compliance with the requirements of the 
National Electric Safety Code and all FCC, state and local regulations, and in such 
manner that will not interfere with the use of other property. 

3.	 All towers, telecommunications facilities and antenna support structures shall at all 
times be kept and maintained in good condition, order, and repair so that the same 
shall not menace or endanger the life or property of any Person. 

N.	 Drainage.  All parcels upon which towers are located must contain adequate drainage 
facilities, which are approved by the Director of Public Works. 

O.	 Stealth Design.  All licensees shall make every reasonable effort to design and construct 
new towers and telecommunications facilities to blend into the character and environment 
of the area in which they are located, including the use of camouflage techniques, path 
array antennas and side mounting antennas unless such use shall create a hazard for the 
traveling public or it is not technically feasible to use such design and collocate other 
facilities on the tower. 

5-2608. Licensing Requirement. 

A.	 License Required.  No Person may own or operate a tower, or place wireless 
telecommunications facilities on a tower, without first obtaining from the City a license to 
do so pursuant to this section (herein referred to as “tower license” or “license”).  This 
requirement applies both to new towers and to existing towers or non-conforming 
structures on the date of passage of this Section. Unless otherwise expressly provided 
elsewhere in this Section 5-2600, the license required by this section is in addition to the 
procedures and approval required pursuant to this Article of the City Code pertaining to 
zoning and development and the requirement for a building permit to construct the tower 
itself. A license may be denied if the applicant is not in compliance with Chapter 20, 
Section 146 or any other provision of the Springfield City Code regarding the use or 
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provision of towers, telecommunications services or public property, health or safety. 
The license required under this section shall not be in lieu of a license to conduct business 
in the City of Springfield, Missouri.  Owners of existing towers shall have six months 
from passage of this ordinance to obtain a license as required by this subsection.  A 
license shall be for a term of not more than five (5) years.  A renewal must be made in 
compliance with this Section 5-2600 and an applicant must demonstrate an existing tower 
or telecommunications facilities are needed and reasonable alternatives will not meet their 
needs for continued service capability. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

B.	 Applications.  In order to construct and operate a tower after the effective date of this 
section, a Person must file the following applications: (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001)

 The Application shall also provide the following: 

1. 	 License Application.  Prior to the construction of any tower, a license application 
and fee in the amount of $200.00 shall be submitted to the Director of Finance.  This 
is an initial license application fee and an additional fee shall be due from the 
applicant should the City’s actual costs of approval of the license exceed the fee of 
$200.00. The City reserves the right to employ an outside consultant to review any 
application. The applicant shall submit a fee in the amount of the City’s estimated 
expense related to such review as an additional application fee prior to the City 
incurring such expenses. All tower license applications shall include the following 
information and documentation: 

a.	 The name, address, and telephone number of the applicant.  If the applicant is not 
the owner of the parcel of land upon which the tower is situated, the written 
consent of the owner, and the name, address, telephone number of the owner, 
shall be evidenced in the application. The application shall also contain an 
affirmative statement indicating that both the owner and applicant are aware of 
and agree to comply with the provision of Section 5-2611 regarding 
abandonment. 

b.	 An affirmative statement of whether or not the applicant will be developing the 
tower for its own use or for the use of others. 

(1) If for applicant’s use, the following is required: 

i.	 A description of the use. 

ii.	 A description of the network the proposed tower will be part of. 

iii.	 A description of the technological design proposed and description of 
alternatives. 
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iv.	 Evidence of drive-by tests or other studies relating to the proposed 
tower which support location on the proposed property. 

v.	 Construction date or schedule. 

(2)	 If the applicant is developing the proposed tower for the use of another, in 
addition to the information required in paragraph a, the applicant will 
identify whether or not the intended tower use is based on a lease or other 
contract or for speculation. The City may require evidence of the schedule 
for implementing the use of a tower and commitments for its use. 

c.	 The legal description, parcel identification number, and address of the parcel of 
land upon which the tower is to be situated. 

d.	 The names, addresses and telephone numbers of all owners of other towers or 
useable antenna support structures which are capable of providing a location to 
construct the telecommunications facilities that are planned to be housed or 
located on the tower within a three-thousand (3,000) foot radius of the proposed 
new tower site, including City-owned property. 

e.	 Written documentation that the applicant made diligent, but  unsuccessful efforts 
for permission to install or collocate the applicant’s telecommunications facilities 
on City-owned towers or useable antenna support structures or made diligent, but 
unsuccessful efforts to install or collocate the applicant’s telecommunications 
facilities on towers or useable antenna support structures owned by other persons. 

f.	 Written documentation containing the following information: 

(1)	 Whether the applicant’s telecommunications facilities are technically 
capable of being installed or collocated on another person's tower or useable 
antenna support structure. 

(2)	 If the applicant asserts that its telecommunications facilities are 
economically or technically infeasible of being installed or collocated on 
another person's tower or useable antenna support structure, a written 
statement from the applicant  setting forth in detail the reason(s) with regard 
to each person contacted, why such installation or collocation is technically 
or economically infeasible.  "Technically infeasible" for the purpose of this 
subsection means that the collocation or installation of applicant’s 
telecommunications facilities on another person's tower or useable antenna 
support structure would not comply with sound engineering principles, 
would materially degrade or unreasonably impair the tower or useable 
antenna support structure's current or planned use, or interfere operationally 
with applicant’s planned use. City may require additional evidence of 
collocation being technically infeasible if, in the opinion of the 
Administrative Review Committee that additional information is necessary 
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to determine that collocation is technically infeasible.  "Economic 
infeasibility" for purposes of this section shall mean that the cost of 
collocation is not a reasonable business decision from an economic 
standpoint when all factors are considered. 

(3)	 If the tower is designed to accommodate one or more additional carriers or 
capacity for the location of  telecommunications facilities other than that of 
the applicant and, if so, the application shall designate the nature, quality 
and location of the collocation that will be accommodated. 

(4)	 An affidavit submitted with written technical evidence from a radio 
frequency engineer that the proposed tower or telecommunications facilities 
cannot be installed or collocated on another persons’ tower or usable 
antenna support structure located within the search area and must be located 
at the proposed site in order to avoid prohibiting or effectively prohibiting 
the provision of personal wireless service by the applicant. 

(5)	 Written technical evidence from a structural engineer that the proposed 
structure meets the standards set forth in this Section 5-2600 and the 
applicable requirements of the Department of Building Development 
Services. 

(6)	 A certification submitted with written technical evidence from a qualified 
agent of the applicant that the proposed facilities meet the standards set 
forth in this Section 5-2600 and the applicable requirements of the 
Department of Building Development Services. 

(7)	 A certification submitted with written technical evidence from a qualified 
agent of the applicant that the proposed site of the tower or 
telecommunications facilities does not pose a risk of explosion, fire, or other 
danger due to its proximity to volatile, flammable, explosive, or hazardous 
materials such as LP gas, propane, gasoline, natural gas, or corrosive or 
other dangerous chemicals. 

(8)	 Written technical documentation of any Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) approvals and lighting requirements and, if applicable, 
documentation of approval or denial of dual mode lighting as provided in 
this Section 5-2600 and a statement whether an FAA “Determination of No 
Hazard to Aviation” is required by 47 C.F.R. part 17.  If such a 
determination is required, no building permit for the tower shall be issued 
until a copy of the determination is filed with the City. 

g.	 A map of the City and the first half-mile of all bordering communities showing 
the design of the applicant’s entire existing or proposed wireless 
telecommunications network.  Such map shall, at minimum, indicate the exact 
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location of all proposed or existing tower and antenna sites, their dimensions, 
specifications, and signal area coverage. 

h.	 A site plan drawn to scale specifying the location of tower(s), its planned height, 
guy anchors (if any), transmission building(s), all telecommunications facilities, 
accessories, parking access plans, landscaping plans (specifying size, spacing and 
plant material proposed), fences and zoning designation of adjacent land. 

i.	 Two (2) alternative camouflaging techniques or stealth designs for the proposed 
tower and all associated telecommunications facilities if technically feasible and 
any explanation as to why the use of same would be technically or economically 
infeasible. 

j.	 Color photo simulations showing the proposed site of the tower with a photo-
realistic representation of the proposed tower as it woudl appear viewed from the 
closest residential property or properties and from adjacent roadways. 

k.	 The identity of all adjacent property owners. 

l.	 If the proposed tower is sited within Central Springfield, evidence that: 

(1)	 Sites outside Central Springfield will not accommodate the proposed tower, 
considering size, topography and physical features; or 
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(5-2608.B.1.l contd.) 

(2)	  The proposed equipment or its equivalent on a tower outside Central 
Springfield cannot function effectively or at least in parity with other similar 
equipment in place or approved by the Springfield City Council. 

(3) 	 For the purposes of these restrictions, Central Springfield is defined as the 
area of Springfield containing the Central Business District and most of the 
historically and architecturally significant resources of the City, specifically 
defined by the south boundary of the railroad right-of-way north of 
Commercial Street on the north, Glenstone Avenue on the east, Grand Street 
on the south, and Kansas Expressway on the west. 

m.	 A maintenance bond in the amount of ten percent (10%) of the cost of 
construction of the tower to ensure that the tower is maintained in a condition that 
complies with all applicable building standards and regulations, including but not 
limited to the provisions of this Ordinance. 

n.	 A bond or irrevocable letter of credit in an amount determined by the City 
Manager to ensure that, should the tower be abandoned pursuant to this 
Section 5-2600, removal of said tower will be guaranteed. 

o.	 An applicant shall only be required to maintain one (1) maintenance bond 
pursuant to subparagraph m and one (1) removal bond pursuant to 
subparagraph n for all of the applicant’s towers in the City; provided, however, 
the applicant must maintain the initial level of such bonds if drawn upon by the 
City for any reason. 

p.	 Proof of general liability insurance for claims for injury or death and property 
damage in an amount approved by the City, but not less than $300,000.00  per 
occurrence for personal injury and $300,000.00 per occurrence for property 
damage with the City listed as an additional insured. 

q.	 A statement that the applicant has no outstanding and overdue debt to the City. 

r.	 An acknowledgment that, by signing a permit application, the applicant agrees to 
indemnify and hold harmless the City consistent with indemnification language 
in the application. 

s.	 The tower and/or landowner shall promptly notify the City by certified or 
registered mail of the sale, transfer, or assignment of any tower or 
telecommunications facility.  Each sublease shall be conditioned upon the 
sublease obtaining the necessary approvals for the subject facility or site from the 
City prior to siting such facility. 
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Within forty-five (45) days after a license application for a tower not requiring a 
conditional use permit or a tower other than a Tier II tower is  filed with the Director 
of Finance, the Director shall approve or deny the application if the Director of 
Finance determines that the applicant meets all the requirements of Subsection 
5-2608.B. If the application is for a Tier II tower or a tower requiring a use permit, 
the license application shall be approved or denied within fourteen (14) days of the 
granting of a Tier II or conditional use permit for said tower.  If the application is 
approved, the Director of Finance shall issue the license itself after all requirements 
for the tower are complete. 

2.	 Conditional Use Permit Application.  If the zoning district in which the tower is 
proposed to be located requires a Conditional Use Permit, a Conditional Use Permit 
application and fee shall be submitted to the Director of Planning and Development in 
accordance with Subsection 3-3310.B of this Article. 

3. 	 Tier II Tower Permit Application. An application for a Tier II tower shall be 
reviewed by the City Council and approved or denied by ordinance following a 
publication of notice in the same manner as for a conditional use permit application 
and a public hearing before Council. The application shall include the stealth 
technology being used, a site plan showing the location of the tower(s) on the premise 
in relation to existing structures and adjacent residential uses, the landscaping plan, 
and demonstrate that the granting of a permit will not have any adverse impact on 
adjacent property uses or functions.  No public hearing shall be held before City 
Council until a complete application containing all required information and a 
$100.00 deposit for costs has been filed. The City Council may grant a Tier II tower 
application upon the applicant demonstrating to the satisfaction of the  City Council 
that: 

a.	 The tower is to be located on a premise or parcel where public buildings, 
facilities or structures, school buildings or facilities, church buildings or a 
noncommercial, not-for-profit residential neighborhood facilities are located; and 

b. 	 The tower height will not exceed sixty (60) feet; and 

c. 	 The stealth design blends into the surrounding area and the structures existing on 
the premise where the tower is to be located; and 

d. 	 The site plan minimizes the impact of the presence of the tower on adjacent uses; 
and 

e. 	 If there is to be more than one tower on a premise, the presence of more than one 
tower structure (if more than one is to be built) on the  same site or premise is  a 
part of the overall stealth design to be utilized on the premise such as, but not 
limited to, a series of light standards utilized as tower structures; and 
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f. 	 A request for reduction of the separation requirements of Section 5-2607C.5 for 
towers on the same premise is a part of the stealth design to be utilized on said 
site; and 

g. 	  A request for reduction of the separation requirements of Section 5-2607C.5 for 
towers not located on the same premise is necessary for providing service to an 
area of the city, the separation requirements constitute a barrier to entry into the 
market place by the applicant, or will constitute a technical or economic hardship 
on the applicant; and 

h. 	 Any light or noise from the tower will not violate light and noise standards of the 
Land Development Code or other codes of the City; and 

i. 	 The landscaping plan minimizes the impact of the tower location on the 
appearance of the premise or site on which the tower is to be located. 

4.	 Building Permit Application.  After a Conditional Use or Tier II tower permit has 
been approved or if such a Permit is not required, a Building Permit application and 
fee shall be submitted to the Director of Building Development Services. The 
application shall include sealed plans prepared by an engineer licensed in the State of 
Missouri for the tower construction and site. The tower site plan included with the 
Building Permit application shall show the design for, or present existence of, 
adequate drainage facilities which have been approved by the Director of Public 
Works. The applicant shall also provide evidence that the applicant has all required 
licenses. The application shall also include items a through s listed above under 
Section 5608.B. 

C.	 Applications for Wireless Facilities on Towers.  No person shall construct or maintain a 
wireless facility on a tower without first obtaining a license from the Director of Finance 
for such wireless facilities. An application shall include the name and address of the 
applicant, a statement by a qualified engineer or other professional that the addition of 
such wireless facilities meets all conditions of the City Code, the location of the tower and 
the location on the tower itself where the wireless facilities will be located, the location on 
the site for any supporting equipment and utility for said wireless facility, and the 
approximate length of time the applicant plans to use the tower to locate its wireless 
facilities. The fee for this license shall be $50.00 and shall be renewable every five (5) 
years in accordance with Paragraph G. 

D.	 Inspections.  By applying for a Conditional Use Permit, Tier II Permit,  building permit 
or tower license, an applicant grants the City authority to enter onto its property to inspect 
the tower for the purpose of determining whether it complies with the applicable state law 
and all other construction standards provided by the City Code and, federal law.  The City 
reserves the right to conduct such inspections at any time. 

E.	 Filing Requirement.  A licensee shall certify in writing that its tower is structurally 
sound and conforms to the requirements of the applicable state law and all other 

V-98	 Springfield Zoning Ordinance February 12, 2007 



Div. V - Supplemental District Regulations	 Sects. 5-1000–5-2900 

construction standards set forth by the City Code, federal and state law every five years 
by filing, by January 1st of every fifth year following the  date of the grant of its tower 
license a sworn statement by the licensee or his representative to that effect. All licensees 
or owners of towers in existence on the effective date of this Section 5-2600 shall submit a 
statement  by December 15, 1997, and by January 1st every five years thereafter that said 
tower is free from hazards and that the tower does not pose an imminent threat to the 
surrounding area or public health and safety.  Together with this statement, every licensee 
shall provide a certificate of liability insurance for no less than $300,000.00 coverage for 
injury to persons or and an additional $300,000.00 coverage for property as a result of any 
tower failure or malfunction or defect which lists the City as an additional insured. 
licensee shall list City as a party who must be notified should this insurance be canceled 
or discontinued for any reason thirty (30) days before the expiration of coverage. 

F.	 Discontinuance of Use.  In the event the licensed use of a tower is discontinued by the 
licensee, the licensee shall provide written notice to the City of its intent to discontinue 
use and the date when the use shall be discontinued. 

G.	 License Renewal Fee.  On or by January 1st of every fifth year following the granting of 
an initial tower or wireless telecommunications facilities license for a new or existing 
tower or facilities placed on a new or existing tower, each licensee shall submit license 
renewal fee of $50.00. In no event shall a license be revoked or considered expired for 
failure to pay the fee unless the licensee has received at least thirty (30) days written 
notice of the proposed action. 

5-2609. Revocation of License. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

The City may at any time revoke a tower license for failure to comply with the provisions of 
this Section 5-2600 or any other City code or state or federal law.  To properly revoke a tower 
license, the City must comply with the procedures set forth below: 

A.	 The Director of Finance shall provide licensee with written notice of all causes for 
revocation and the intent to revoke and shall allow licensee sixty (60) days subsequent to 
receipt of the notice in which to correct the violations or to provide adequate assurance of 
performance in compliance with this Ordinance.  Together with the notice required herein, 
the Director of Finance shall provide licensee with written findings of fact which are the 
basis of the revocation. 

B.	 The City shall provide the licensee with the right to a public hearing before the Hearing 
Examiner appointed for that purpose by the City Manager and mutually agreed to by the 
parties, which public hearing shall follow the sixty (60) day notice required in Subsection 
5-2609.A. All interested parties shall be allowed an opportunity to be heard at the public 
hearing and present evidence. 

C.	 After the public hearing, the Hearing Examiner shall, within thirty (30) days after the 
public hearing date, issue a written order setting forth his findings of fact and conclusions 
of law forming the basis for his decision. 
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D.	 Upon written determination by the Hearing Examiner to revoke a license, the licensee 
may appeal the decision to a court of competent jurisdiction pursuant to Chapter 536, 
RSMo. The Hearing Examiner may provide for a supersedes bond in an amount deemed 
by said examiner to be sufficient to protect the interests of the public, and such third 
parties whose interests were identified during any hearing on such a request to post a 
bond, to permit the stay of enforcement of any revocation or enforcement action by the 
City. 

E.	 Upon satisfactory correction by licensee of the violation upon which said notice was 
given as determined in the Director of Finance's sole discretion, the initial notice shall 
become void. 

F.	 Upon licensee’s failure to correct a violation as found by the Hearing Examiner, the City 
Manager or his designee may issue an order to disconnect utilities to said tower to any 
utility company providing same unless a supersedeas bond in an amount  determined by 
the Hearing Examiner under Section 5-2609.D is provided. As long as said bond is in full 
force and effect, and an appeal is pending under Chapter 536, RSMo, no order to 
disconnect utilities shall be made.  Said order shall not be issued prior to thirty (30) days 
from the date of the Hearing Examiner’s written determination. Said order shall be served 
upon the chief executive officer thereof, together with the licensee at the last known 
address, and have attached to it the findings of the Hearing Examiner. 

5-2610.	 Transfer of License. A tower license may not be sold, transferred, leased or assigned to any 
other Person, without the consent of the Director of Finance, such consent not to be 
unreasonably withheld. 

5-2611.	 Abandonment of Tower. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

A.	 In the event the use of any tower has been discontinued for a period of one (1) year, or in 
the event that a licensee has taken no action within one-hundred-eighty (180) days after 
the revocation of a tower license pursuant to Subsection 5-2609 to appeal the decision of 
the Hearing Examiner or to remedy or correct the violations resulting in the revocation, 
such tower shall be deemed abandoned. 

B.	 The City shall provide the tower owner three (3) months notice and an opportunity to be 
heard before a Hearing Examiner appointed by the City Manager for the purpose, and 
agreeable to the tower owner if he/she may be located, before initiating such action.  After 
such notice has been provided, the City shall have the authority to initiate proceedings to 
either acquire the tower and any appurtenances attached thereto at the then fair market 
value, to approve the sale of the tower to a third party or in the alternative, order the 
demolition of the tower and all appurtenances. 

C.	 The City shall provide the tower owner with the right to a public hearing before the 
Hearing Examiner, which public hearing shall follow the three (3) month notice required 
in Subsection 5-2611.B. All interested parties shall be allowed an opportunity to be heard 
at the public hearing. 
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D.	 After a public hearing is held pursuant to Subsection 5-2611.A.2, the Hearing Examiner 
may order the forfeiture to the City or demolition of the tower.  The City may draw upon 
any maintenance bond as provided in Subsection 5-2608.B.1.n or performance bond or 
letter of credit filed pursuant to Subsection 5-2614 or may otherwise require licensee to 
pay for all expenses necessary to acquire or demolish the tower.  The tower owner may 
stay such a draw or enforcement of an order of abandonment if he/she posts a supersedeas 
bond in an amount set by the Hearing Examiner sufficient to protect the interests of the 
public. However, in no event shall the removal of a tower which is determined to create a 
danger to the public or adjacent property be stayed due to the filing of such a bond. 

5-2612. Variances and Special Exceptions. Any request to deviate from any of the requirements of 
this section shall require either a variance approval in conformance with the procedures set 
forth in this Article or the granting of a special exception under Section 5-2607(c).4. 

5-2613. Location of Towers on City-Owned Property. The City Manager or his designee may 
authorize any Person to locate a tower, antenna support structure or telecommunications 
facilities on publicly-owned property, subject to the Application process set forth in 
Subsection 5-2608, and subject to the terms and conditions of any lease agreement executed 
between the City and such person, provided no tower shall be permitted on public right-of-
way. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

5-2614. Miscellaneous. (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

A. Dangerous Structures.  All towers within the City limits of Springfield, Missouri shall 
be subject to the procedure set forth in Chapter 26, Article III of the Springfield City 
Code. Should the City have to take action under said Code provision to remove a 
dangerous structure or abate a nuisance or health hazard, then a tax bill may be assessed in 
the same manner as for a building that is demolished or for the abatement of a nuisance. 
In addition, the City may draw upon any bond, or letter of credit on file with the City for 
payment of the costs of such abatement or removal. 

B. Non-Waiver. Nothing in this section shall preclude the City from exercising any right or 
remedy it may have in law or equity to enforce the terms and conditions of this section. 
(G.O. 4740, 8/18/97) 

5-2615. Enforcement and Reservation of Rights.  (G.O.5094, 7/9/2001) 

A. The provisions of this Section 5-2600 shall be enforced against all owners as operators of 
towers or telecommunications facilities within the City and all owners of land upon which 
towers or telecommunications facilities are sited within the City.  The City shall have the 
right to withhold any approvals with respect to any application by any such party in the 
event that it shall find that the party is not in compliance with the provision of this 
Section 5-2600 until such non-compliance has been cured. 
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B.	 The City reserves the right to impose any other reasonable conditions it determines are 
necessary for the proper placement, construction, or modification of towers or 
telecommunications facilities, and to impose any other reasonable conditions on the 
issuance of a permit or conditional use permit issued by the City for placement, 
construction, or modification of a tower or telecommunications facilities. 

Section 5-2700. Noncommercial, Not-For-Profit Neighborhood Facilities 
(G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

5-2701.	 Purpose. The purpose of these requirements is to provide opportunities for necessary and 
desirable noncommercial, not-for-profit neighborhood facilities while minimizing any 
poss1ible adverse effects of such facilities on the surrounding neighborhood. 

5-2702.	 Noncommercial, Not-For-Profit Neighborhood Facilities Standards.  An application and 
seven (7) copies of a site plan shall be submitted to the Administrative Review Committee 
demonstrating that the following standards have been met or provisions made for: 

A.	 The application shall describe the neighborhood, the membership of the organization or 
association and describe the proposed intensity of use. 

B.	 The application shall describe how the maintenance of these facilities shall remain the 
responsibility of the developer or an organization or association meeting the requirements 
of Section 5-2300. 

C.	 The proposed structures will not be located within any front or rear yards required by this 
Article or within ten (10) feet of the property lines adjacent to the side yards of the lot on 
which the structures are located, unless Subsection 5-1300 requires a greater side yard. 
Swimming pool pump and filter operations will adhere to these standards but in no event 
will they be located closer than twenty (20) feet to a side or rear property line. 

D.	 Any outdoor swimming pool will be enclosed by a fence or wall with a minimum height 
of six (6) feet to prevent uncontrolled access to the pool by children.  All gates shall be 
self-closing and latching. 

E.	 Outdoor facilities will not be used for any purposes between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and 
8:00 A.M. 

F.	 There will be no outside storage of equipment or materials or outdoor operations except as 
specifically authorized by the approval by the Administrative Review Committee. 

G.	 The screening, fencing, landscaping and bufferyard requirements of Sections 6-1000 and 
6-1200 shall be met. 
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5-2703.	 Review Procedure.  No approval for a noncommercial, not-for-profit neighborhood facility 
can be given by the Administrative Review Committee unless the following procedures are 
followed: 

A.	 Notification.  Record owners of all property within one hundred eighty-five (185) feet of 
the property subject to the application shall be sent a notice by first class mail at least 15 
days prior to the hearing held by the Administrative Review Committee about the 
proposed neighborhood facility.  These record owners shall have the right to protest its 
development.  If no protest is received, the Administrative Review Committee may 
approve the application if the committee finds that the provisions of this section have been 
met. 

B.	 Result of Protest.  If any record owner notifies the Administrative Review Committee in 
writing of their protest to the proposed facility, the Committee shall not approve the 
application. 

C.	 Appeal.  If the Administrative Review Committee cannot approve the application, either 
as a result of a finding that the provisions of this section have not been met by the 
application, or as a result of a protest, the applicant may file a conditional use permit 
application following the requirements and standards of Section 3-3300 in addition to the 
standards in this section. (G.O. 4759, 11-10-97) 

Section 5-2800 Gates Across Private Streets (G.O. 5116, 9-17-01) 

5-2801. 	 Purpose. This section is designed to gather into one section regulations regarding the 
approval, construction, maintenance and operation of gates across private street or vehicular 
access points to public streets and which serve residential dwelling units. 

5-2802.	 Applicability. All gates across private streets established or approved after the effective date 
of this ordinance shall adhere to the following regulations whether the gate is to be 
constructed in a new or existing subdivision or development containing more than one 
residential dwelling unit, or any other area of the City where vehicular public access to more 
than one residential dwelling unit will be restricted by a gate.  Any private gate approved by 
Council through grant of a permit, license or preliminary plat shall comply with all building 
code provisions applicable to gates across private streets or vehicular access points to public 
streets not in conflict with previously approved preliminary or final plats.  Any gate across the 
vehicular access point to a public street for more than one residential dwelling unit, which are 
not served by a private street must receive a positive recommendation by the Chiefs of the Fire 
and Police Departments, and Directors of Building Development Services and Public Works 
in accordance with applicable building, fire and City code provisions, and turning radius 
requirements for emergency vehicles prior to any issuance of a permit.  In the event a gate 
design or placement shall be denied, the reasons therefore shall be provided to the applicant in 
writing within ten (10) days of notification of the denial. 
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5-2803. Gates Across Private Streets Permitted When. 

No gate may be permitted across any private street serving more than one residential dwelling 
unit without the consent of the City Council.  City Council shall have sole discretion to 
determine when a gate may be permitted across any private street and exclusive jurisdiction to 
grant any variance from the conditions of this Article.  Such consent or variance shall only be 
granted by approval of a preliminary plat for a new development showing the gate’s 
placement, or the passage of a resolution when the development or subdivision pre-exists the 
request for a gate or gates. Council may review a request for a variance in accordance with 
the procedures and standards set forth in Section 3-3500, but shall not be bound by the 
provisions of said Section in its determination or exercise of its discretion. 

5-2804. Public Works Standards. 

All gates across vehicular or access points to the public street system from private streets or 
driveways covered by this article must meet standards adopted by the Director of Public 
Works and on file with the City Clerk’s Office.  No such standard shall become effective until 
on file with the City Clerk’s Office at least thirty days prior to its effective date.  The first set 
of standards to be used by the City in the implementation of this Section are attached hereto as 
Exhibit A and incorporated herein as though fully set forth.  Such standards shall become 
effective upon passage of this ordinance. 

5-2805.  Deeds and restrictive covenants to contain the following conditions: 

A.	 All gated private streets shall be deemed to be common areas and subject to all 
requirements set forth in Section 5-2300, Common Open Space and Common 
Improvement Regulations.  Additionally, a property owners’ association shall be required 
for all lots or residential units served by a gated private street or vehicular access point to 
the public street system.  The property owners association may not be dissolved without 
the consent of the City. 

B.	 Each owner of any lot or part thereof within the subdivision or development area to be 
served by the gated private street shall be jointly and severally liable to indemnify and 
hold harmless, the City of Springfield, Missouri, any governmental entities, medical 
providers and public utilities, their agents, officers and all employees for all sums for 
which such persons and entities shall be obligated to pay by reason of liability imposed by 
law and expenses and costs of defense for any and all claims arising out of the existence 
of a gate on a private street including, but not limited to, damages of all kinds.  This 
obligation may be enforced as a personal debt of the property owner, or through a lien on 
the property itself, or both, at the discretion of the City Council.  This requirement for 
indemnity shall be contained in the covenants of any gated community and shall be 
written in such a way as to make each lot subject to the terms of this subsection.  This 
portion of the covenants may not be altered without the consent of the City. 

C.	 A covenant running with the land containing the language of the requirement to 
indemnify and hold harmless the City, its officers, agents and employees, other 
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governmental entities, medical personnel and public utilities, in addition to language 
complying with the specific requirements of Section 5-2308, required to be on the final 
plat by Subsection 5-2806, shall be recorded. Nothing herein shall require the City to 
enter and repair any portions of the gated subdivision or development and the City does 
not assume a duty to do so by approval of any gate. 

D.	 The covenant referred to in Subsection (C) shall also contain a requirement that for a gate 
to continue to be operational across a private street, the owners of the benefitted lots shall 
pay to the City a user fee set by the City Council for the additional costs, if any, of 
providing services within the gated area such as police, fire, dispatch and rescue 
operations, utility or sewer service, which are the direct result of the gate’s presence.  This 
fee shall be set by the City Council in the same manner as other fees for recovery of costs. 

5-2806. Requirements of Plat. 

A.	 Hold Harmless.  On the subdivision final plat shall be language whereby the Property 
Owners Association, as owner of the private streets and appurtenances, and the individual 
lot owners agree to release, indemnify, defend and hold harmless, from liability imposed 
by law, the city, governmental entity, medical services provider or public utility, and their 
respective employees, officials and agents, for damages and injury (including death), 
arising from the condition or use or the existence of a restricted access or gates across 
private streets; for damages and injury (including death) arising out of the use by the city, 
governmental entity or public utility, their respective employees, officials and agents, or 
emergency medical personnel of any restricted access gate or entrance; and for damages 
and injury (including death) arising out of the use of the subdivision by the city, 
governmental entity, medical personnel or public utility of any restricted access gate or 
entrance. Further, such language shall provide that all lot owners shall release the city, 
governmental entities, public utilities, their respective employees, officials and agents, 
and medical personnel for such damages and injuries. The indemnifications contained in 
this paragraph apply regardless of whether or not such damages and injury (including 
death) are caused by the negligent act or omission of the city, governmental entity, 
medical personnel or public utility, or their representatives, officers, employees or agents. 

B.	 Waiver of Service. The subdivision final plat, property deeds and property owner 
association documents shall note that certain city services shall not be provided on private 
streets. Among the services which will not be provided are: routine police patrols, 
enforcement of traffic and parking ordinances and preparation of accident reports.  All 
private traffic regulatory signs shall conform to the City of Springfield Standards for 
Traffic Control Devices. Depending on the characteristic of the proposed development, 
other services may not be provided. 
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Section 5-2900 Single-Family Detached Dwellings in Alternative Districts. 
(G.O. 5345, 1/26-2004) 

5-2901.	 Purpose. It is necessary and desirable to promote the continued use or re-use of single-
family detached dwellings to ensure that the housing stock is maintained in areas of older 
neighborhoods that are in transition. Many of the center city neighborhoods were rezoned in 
the past to higher-intensity zoning districts to encourage redevelopment to higher-intensity 
uses around the Center Business District when it was the economic center of the city.  In 
recent years, significant portions of many of these older neighborhoods have been rezoned to 
R-SF, Single-Family Residential, districts to reflect the dominant use of those neighborhoods, 
but many neighborhood areas that are in transition continue to be zoned higher-intensity 
districts. While it may not be appropriate at this time to rezone these areas to R-SF, it is 
appropriate to attempt to maintain the older housing stock, particularly if it has historic 
significance. Older single-family detached dwelling units are at greater risk of deterioration or 
demolition when the zoning allows more intense use because of the adverse effects of 
overcrowding. Overcrowding of former single-family structures also has an adverse effect on 
the surrounding neighborhood. Typically, the higher-intensity zoning districts have not 
permitted reversion of single-family detached structures back to their originally intended use 
after the structure has been used for a more intense use permitted in the zoning district.  The 
purpose of this Section is to allow single-family detached dwellings in the R-LD, R-MD, R-
HD and LB Districts to be preserved and to promote their intended use in spite of land use 
patterns that are in transition. 

5-2902.	 Existing Single-Family Detached Dwellings. Structures that are being utilized as single-
family detached dwellings at the time an R-LD, R-MD and R-HD District is mapped, shall be 
considered a permitted use.  As a conforming use, a single-family detached dwelling can be 
expanded or, if destroyed, replaced with another single-family detached dwelling within 
eighteen (18) months of being destroyed. 

5-2903.	 Existing Single-Family Detached Structures.  Structures within an R-LD, R-MD, R-HD and 
LB District may be converted to single-family dwellings, and shall be considered a permitted 
use, if such structure was originally constructed as a single-family detached structure.  As a 
conforming use, a single-family detached dwelling can be expanded or, if destroyed, replaced 
with another single-family detached dwelling within eighteen (18) months of being destroyed. 
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Section 6-1000. Screening and Fencing. 

6-1001.	 Purpose.  To encourage the most appropriate use of land and conserve and protect the privacy 
and value of adjacent permitted uses, regulations are prescribed  herein for the location and 
type of various screening devices to be used when required by this Article. 

6-1002.	 Location and Height of Required Screening.  The following shall be required in addition to 
any bufferyard required by Section 6-1200. 

A.	 Off-Street Parking and Vehicular Use Areas. 

1.	 Where an open off-street parking or vehicular use area for a residential use 
contains four or more off-street parking spaces and is in or adjacent to an R-SF, 
R-TH or R-MHC District, screening of not less than four (4) feet in height and 
meeting the requirements of Subsection 5-1306, Vision Obstruction Restrictions, 
shall be erected separating the use from the adjacent residential district or 
residential use. Screening is also required for open off-street parking or 
vehicular use areas adjacent to a street or alley if the right-of-way width is 
seventy (70) feet or less. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

2.	 Where an open off-street parking or vehicular use area for a nonresidential use is 
in or adjacent to any residential district or residential use, screening of not less 
than four (4) feet in height and meeting the requirements of Subsection 5-1306, 
Vision Obstruction Restrictions, shall be erected separating the use from the 
adjacent residential district or residential use. Screening is required for open off-
street parking or vehicular use areas adjacent to a street or alley if the right-of-
way width is seventy (70) feet or less. (G.O5127, 10/29/01) 

B.	 Refuse Storage Areas.  For all uses other than single-family, two-family and 
townhouse dwellings, refuse storage areas visible from the property line shall be 
visually screened by a solid fence or wall, not less than the height of the refuse storage 
containers, on all sides except the side used for refuse pick-up service.  Such side shall 
not be required to be screened. 

C.	 Household Resource Recovery Collection Centers.  Unless inside a building, 
collection containers and any equipment for household resource recovery collection 
centers shall be visually screened by a solid fence or wall six (6) feet high on all sides 
except the side used for drop-off of resources.  Such side shall not be required to be 
screened. The collection containers and equipment shall be arranged so that they are 
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screened from residential districts and public rights-of-way.  Signs, advertising the 
collection center and materials collected, may be placed on the fence or wall in addition 
to any freestanding signs on the property. 

D.	 Mechanical and Electrical Equipment.  Mechanical and electrical equipment, such as 
air conditioning units, shall be screened from public view. 

1.	 Screening of mechanical and electrical equipment for single-family-detached and 
duplex dwellings meets the screening requirements of this section if the 
equipment is located behind the front building line of the main structure.  

2.	 Mechanical or electrical equipment for other residential and non-residential uses 
shall be visually screened from all residential districts, when the equipment is 
located within two-hundred (200) feet of a residential district, and public rights-
of-way by a wall, fence or landscaping not less than the height of the mechanical 
or electrical equipment.  Screening is required whether the equipment is located 
on the ground or on the roof of a structure. For the purpose of this Article, 
mechanical and electrical equipment includes equipment that provides service to 
building, such as air conditioning units and does not include industrial processing 
equipment, such as conveyors and dust collectors. 

3.	 Window-mounted air conditioning units are exempt from these requirements. 

E.	 Maintenance and Other Equipment.  Unless stored in an enclosed building, 
maintenance and other equipment shall be visually screened from adjoining property 
and public rights-of-way if required by the zoning district in which the property is 
located. 

6-1003.	 Screening Standards.  Any of the following types of screening will satisfy the requirements 
of Subsection 6-1002. 

A.	 Screening Alternate A.  Screening Alternate A shall consist of a solid masonry or 
concrete wall. 

B.	 Screening Alternate B.  Screening Alternate B shall consist of a landscaped earthen 
berm.  Side slopes of berms shall have  a minimum of two (2) feet of horizontal 
distance for each one (1) foot of height. Berms shall contain such drainage provisions 
as may be required by the ordinances of the City. 

C.	 Screening Alternate C.  Screening Alternate C shall consist of a solid wood fence. 

D.	 Screen Alternative D.  Screening Alternative D shall consist of an evergreen hedge at 
least two-thirds (2/3) the minimum height required at the time of planting and shall be 
planted and maintained so as to form a continuous, unbroken, solid, visual screen which 
shall be at least the minimum height required within two (2) years after time of 
planting. 
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6-1004.	 Maintenance.  The owner of the property shall be responsible for maintaining, in a neat and 
orderly manner at all times, all required screening materials.  Plant materials which die shall 
be replaced with healthy plant material of similar variety and meeting the size requirement of 
this section. 

6-1005.	 Additional Screening and Fencing.  The Planning and Zoning Commission may recommend 
and the City Council may require screening and fencing requirements in any zoning case in 
addition to or in lieu of screening or fencing requirements set out specifically in each use 
district when the nature and character of surrounding or adjacent property dictate a need to 
require such devices in order to protect such property and to further provide protection for the 
general health, welfare and morals of the community in general. 

6-1006.	 Buffer Areas.  Whenever Section 6-1200 of this Article requires the installation of a buffer 
area, the screening required by this section should be construed to be an additional 
requirement. 

Section 6-1100. Reserved. 

Section 6-1200. Landscaping and Bufferyards. 

6-1201.	 Purpose.  It is the purpose of this section to establish certain regulations pertaining to the 
landscaping that must be provided in connection with the open space, buffer area and 
landscape plan requirements of this Article.  These regulations provide standards and criteria 
for landscaping which are intended to enhance the value of property, provide buffers between 
dissimilar uses, improve the physical appearance of the City and maintain an ecological 
balance. Maintaining and re-creating an ecological balance is of increasing concern because 
of land coverage of pavement and structures.  These impervious surfaces create an increase in 
air temperatures, water runoff, flooding, erosion, water pollution and ground water depletion. 
Vegetation effectively alters these imbalances through oxygen replenishment, water 
absorption, and abatement of noise, glare and heat.  Landscape methods which conserve water 
through the use of drought-tolerant plants and planting techniques are encouraged. 

6-1202.	 Applicability.  The standards and criteria contained within this section are deemed to be 
minimum standards and shall apply to all new construction occurring within the City except 
that single-family-detached and duplex dwellings shall be exempt because such uses rarely fail 
to comply with the requirements set forth in this section. 

6-1203.	 Enforcement. 

A.	 The provisions of this section shall be administered and enforced by the Director of 
Building Development Services or his designee. 

B.	 If, at any time after the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy, the Director of Building 
Development Services determines that the approved landscaping does not conform to 
the standards and criteria in this section, the Director shall issue a notice to the owner 
and to any known tenant or agent, citing the violation and describing what action is 
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required to comply with this section. The owner, tenant, or agent shall have thirty (30) 
days from date of said notice to restore the landscaping as required. If the landscaping is 
not restored within the allotted time or arrangements have not been made in 
conformance with Subsection 6-1204, such person shall be in violation of this Article. 
It is the responsibility of the owner of the property that these requirements be complied 
with. 

6-1204. Permits. 

A.	 No permits shall be issued for the improvement of any site, the construction of any 
building, or the establishment of any use for which a Landscaping Plan is required by 
this Article until such Plan has been submitted to and approved by the Director of 
Building Development Services. 

B.	 Prior to the issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy for any building or structure, all 
screening and landscaping shall be in place in accordance with the Landscape Plan 
required in Subsection 6-1205. 

C.	 In any case in which a Certificate of Occupancy is sought at a season of the year in 
which the Director of Building Development Services determines that it would be 
impractical to plant trees, shrubs or grass, or to lay turf, a Temporary Occupancy 
Certificate may be issued, notwithstanding the fact that the landscaping required by the 
Landscape Plan has not been completed, provided the applicant posts a letter of credit 
or deposits cash in an escrow account in the amount of the estimated cost of such 
landscaping. Such letter of credit or escrow deposit shall be conditioned upon the 
installation of all landscaping required by the Landscape Plan within six (6) months of 
the date of the application, as determined by the City, and shall give the City the right to 
draw upon the letter of credit or escrow deposit to complete the said landscaping if the 
applicant fails to do so. 

6-1205. Landscape Plans. 

A.	 The Landscape Plan may be submitted concurrently with the site plan, if required by 
Section 3-3000, to the Department of Building Regulations.  The Director of Building 
Development Services, or his designee, shall review such plans and shall approve them 
if the plans are in accordance with criteria in this section.  If the plans are not in accord, 
they shall be disapproved and shall be accompanied by a written statement setting forth 
the changes necessary to bring the plans into compliance. 

B.	 Landscape Plans shall contain the following information: 

1.	 A minimum scale of one (1) inch equals fifty (50) feet; 

2.	 The location of all trees to be preserved; 

3.	 The location of all plant and landscaping materials to be used including plants, 
paving, or other landscape features; 
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4.	 The type of all plant material (canopy, understory, ornamental or evergreen tree; 
shrub; grass; etc.) to be used; 

5.	 The size of all plant material to be used; 

6.	 The spacing of plant material where appropriate; and 

7.	 The person or persons responsible for the preparation of the Landscape Plan. 

C.	 The Landscape Plan shall provide, to the maximum extent practicable, for the 
preservation of existing trees. It is the intent to discourage the practice of removing all 
existing trees in the improvement or development of properties within the City.  A 
Landscape Plan which provides for clear cutting of existing trees shall be approved by 
the Director of Building Development Services only if the developer or contractor 
establishes by clear and convincing evidence that the prohibition of clear cutting 
substantially and unreasonably restricts his ability to develop the property, and that the 
development will not be economically viable unless clear cutting is permitted. 

D.	 Landscape methods which conserve water through the use of drought-tolerant plants 
and planting techniques (known as xeriscape) are encouraged. Landscape design 
standards for xeriscape are contained in the Arborcultural Design Guidelines of the City 
of Springfield. 

6-1206.	 Maintenance.  The owner of the property shall be responsible for maintaining, in a neat and 
orderly manner at all times, the landscaping required by this Article.  Plant materials shall be 
maintained in a healthy and growing condition that is appropriate for the season of the year. 
Plant materials which die shall be replaced with healthy plant material of similar variety and 
meeting the size requirement of this section. 

6-1207.	 General Standards.  The following criteria and standards shall apply to landscape materials 
and installation. More specific criteria and standards are contained in the Arborcultural 
Design Guidelines of the City of Springfield. 

A.	 Quality.  All trees and shrubs used in conformance with the provisions of this Article 
shall have well-developed leaders and tops, and roots characteristic of the species, 
cultivar or variety and shall show evidence of proper nursery pruning.  All plant 
materials must be free of insects, diseases, mechanical injuries and other objectionable 
features at the time of planting. 

B.	 Coverage.  Grass, ground cover, shrubs and other living landscape materials shall be 
used to cover all open ground. Landscaping materials, such as mulch, bark, etc., can be 
incorporated into a Landscape Plan where appropriate. 

C.	 Trees.  Trees referred to in this section shall be of a species common to or adapted to 
this area of Missouri, on a tree list provided by the City Forester or Director of Building 
Development Services or as approved by the City Forester or Director of Building 
Development Services.  Caliper measurements shall be taken six (6) inches above 
grade. Trees shall have the following characteristics: 
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1.	 Canopy trees shall be deciduous trees that have a minimum height of thirty (30) 
feet at maturity.  All canopy trees shall have a minimum caliper width of one-
and-one-half (1 1/2) inches at time of planting. (G.O. 4685) 

2.	 Under-story trees shall be deciduous trees that have a maximum height of less 
than thirty (30) feet at maturity.  All under-story trees shall have a minimum 
caliper width of one (1) inch at time of planting. (G.O. 4685) 

3.	 Ornamental trees shall be flowering deciduous trees.  All ornamental trees shall 
have a minimum caliper width of one (1) inch at time of planting. (G.O. 4685) 

4.	 Evergreen or conifer trees shall have a minimum height of twenty (20) feet at 
maturity.  All evergreen or conifer trees shall be at least six (6) feet high at time 
of planting. (G.O. 4685) 

D.	 Shrubs and Hedges.  Shrubs shall be a minimum of eighteen (18) inches in height 
when measured immediately after planting.  Hedges, where installed, shall be planted 
and maintained so as to form a continuous, unbroken, solid, visual screen which will be 
at least three (3) feet high within one (1) year after time of planting. 

E.	 Ground Cover.  Ground covers used in lieu of grass in whole and in part shall be 
planted in such a manner as to present a finished appearance and reasonably complete 
coverage within one (1) year after time of planting. 

F.	 Lawn Grass.  Grass areas may be sodded, plugged, sprigged or seeded except that solid 
sod shall be used in swales, berms or other areas subject to erosion. 

G.	 Credit for Existing Trees.  Any trees preserved on a site in required bufferyards and 
perimeter landscaping areas and meeting the specifications in this section may, at the 
discretion of the Director, be credited toward meeting the tree requirements of any 
landscaping provision of this section. Any tree for which credit is given shall be in a 
condition that encourages long-term survival and in a location that conforms to the 
intent and standards of this section. 
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Existing Tree Size* Credit** 

Sects. 6-1000–6-1500 

Canopy 

Understory 

Ornamental 

Evergreen 

2" - 3" 
3" - 6" 
> 6" 

1.5" - 3" 
3" - 6" 
> 6" 

1" - 2" 
2" - 5" 
> 5" 

5 - 8 feet 
8 - 12 feet 
> 12 feet 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

*	 Size in inches is the diameter of the tree measured six (6)

inches above grade.


** To receive credit for bufferyard plantings, existing trees must

be located in the bufferyard.


1.	 Trees of exceptional quality due to size, large canopy cover, trunk diameter, 
rareness, age or species located anywhere on the site may, at the discretion of the 
Director, be credited as four (4) trees in computing the minimum requirements in 
bufferyards and perimeter landscaping areas. (G.O. 4685) 

2.	 Existing trees which are preserved and receive credit shall be marked on the 
Landscape Plan and the amount of credit shall be indicated.  Any trees which 
receive credit and are later removed shall be replaced with the number of trees 
for which credit was received. 

3.	 Existing trees that are to receive credit for preservation shall be protected during 
construction as follows. 

a.	 A temporary fence shall be constructed around the root zone of each tree 
to be preserved prior to any grading or construction on the property. 

b.	 No heavy equipment shall be used or stored within the area enclosed by 
the temporary fence. 

c.	 No building materials or soil shall be stored within the area enclosed by 
the temporary fence. 

d.	 Installation of underground utilities should be avoided within the area 
enclosed by the temporary fence.  If installation of underground utilities is 
necessary, tunneling shall be used as soon as roots one (1) inch or greater 
in diameter are encountered, except that in the vicinity of trees less than 
six (6) inches in diameter at six (6) inches above grade, tunneling shall be 
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used under the entire canopy.  Tunneling must occur below the main 
lateral level of roots or at least two (2) feet below the surface, whichever 
is greater. Tunneling shall be done from both directions.  Soil shall be 
backfilled in the tunnels to the same compactness as before removal. 
Fertilizer shall be added to the backfill in tunnels. 

e.	 Road and grade cuts (for basements and foundations) shall be outside the 
area enclosed by the temporary fence and at least one (1) foot away from 
the tree bole (trunk) for each one (1) foot of depth of the cut. 

f.	 No grading shall be done that impounds water during wet periods or 
increases the drainage rate so that water tables are lowered. 

g.	 Fill may be placed within the area enclosed by the temporary fence 
provided the fill material consists of good topsoil, high in organic matter 
and of loamy texture, and does not exceed six (6) inches of depth. 

H.	 Substitution of Smaller Plantings.  Relocation of plantings may be approved by the 
Director of Building Development Services where the applicant establishes that the 
location of driveways or unique physical characteristics of the property would not allow 
the plantings required. (G.O. 4685) 

I.	 The Director may waive rules regarding setbacks and bufferyards to preserve trees of 
exceptional quality due to size, large canopy cover, trunk diameter, rareness, age or 
species when written consent has been received from all owners of abutting property. 
Where such written consent is not filed, waiver may be granted by the Board of 
Adjustment, as a variance according to standards, notice requirements, and procedures 
pertaining to variances. (G.O. 4685) 

6-1208.	 Minimum Open Space Requirements.  All property shall comply with the minimum open 
space requirements of the district in which the property is located, except as exempted by 
Subsection 6-1215. The open space requirement includes, and is not in addition to, the areas 
of the property containing bufferyards and interior and perimeter landscaping for parking and 
vehicular use areas. The district open space requirements are not the maximum open space 
that may be required.  In rare instances, extensive bufferyards may be required that could 
result in open space that exceeds the minimum district open space requirement.  Also, 
properties in all districts, except lots in the Center City District which are two (2) acres or less, 
are required to provide interior and perimeter landscaping for parking and vehicular use areas 
even if there is no minimum open space required. (G.O. 4685) 

6-1209.	 Minimum Requirements for Off-Street Parking and Vehicular Use Areas.  The interior 
and perimeter of parking lots and vehicular use areas, for uses requiring site plans, shall be 
landscaped in accordance with the following criteria.  Areas used for parking or vehicular 
storage which are under, on, or within buildings are exempt from these standards.  These 
standards shall only apply to parking lots and vehicular use areas constructed after the 
effective date of this Article. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 
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A.	 Interior Landscaping.  In all districts except the CC, Center City, District,  sites 
containing parking and vehicular use areas totaling thirty (30) or more parking spaces 
or the gross area is twelve-thousand (12,000) or more square feet shall provide interior 
landscaping. In the CC district, interior landscaping shall be required if the site 
contains fifty (50) or more parking spaces or the gross area is twenty-thousand (20,000) 
or more square feet.  A minimum of five (5) percent of the parking or vehicular use area 
shall be devoted to living landscaping which includes grass, ground cover, plants, 
shrubs and trees. Gross parking area shall be determined by calculating the total area 
used for parking, including circulation aisles. The following additional criteria shall 
apply to the interior of parking and vehicular use areas: 

1.	 A landscaped area must abut paved areas on at least three (3) sides or more than 
seventy-five (75) percent of the landscaped area perimeter to qualify as an 
interior landscape area. 

2.	 Interior landscape areas shall be protected from vehicular encroachment or 
overhang through appropriate wheel stops or curbs. 

3.	 There shall be a minimum of two (2) understory trees or one (1) canopy tree 
planted for each thirty (30) parking spaces or twelve-thousand (12,000) square 
feet of parking or vehicular use area, or fraction thereof. 

4.	 Interior areas of parking and vehicular use areas shall contain planting islands 
located so as to best relieve the expanse of paving.  Interior planting areas shall 
be a minimum of one-hundred (100) square feet for each understory tree and 
two-hundred (200) square feet for each canopy tree dimensioned in such a way as 
to provide a suitable area for planting. 

B.	 Perimeter Landscaping. 

1.	 Perimeter landscaping shall be provided where a parking lot or vehicular use area 
is within fifty (50) feet of a public right-of-way and there is not an intervening 
building. Perimeter landscaping areas shall be protected from vehicular 
encroachment or overhang through appropriate wheel stops or curbs. (G.O.5127, 
10/29/01) 

2.	 In all districts except CC, Center City, perimeter landscape areas shall contain 
one (1) canopy tree, one (1) understory, ornamental or evergreen tree and four (4) 
shrubs per hundred (100) linear feet. Where utility lines, easements, the width of 
the landscape area or other conditions not under the control of the developer 
would not allow canopy trees, each required canopy tree may be replaced by two 
(2) understory, ornamental or evergreen trees.  Where a perimeter landscape area 
is less than fifty (50) linear feet only one (1) canopy tree or two (2) understory, 
ornamental or evergreen trees are required in addition to four (4) shrubs. 
Required trees and shrubs may be clustered to allow for the most effective use of 
landscaping. The remaining area shall be landscaped with grass or other ground 
cover. 
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(6-1209.B.2. contd.) 

a.	 Whenever an off-street parking or vehicular use area abuts a public 
right-of-way, a perimeter landscape area at least ten (10) feet in width 
shall be maintained between the abutting right-of-way and the off-street 
parking or vehicular use area. 

b.	 Necessary accessways from the public right of way shall be permitted 
through all such landscaping. All accessways shall comply with Chapter 
31, Article III, Springfield City Code. 

3.	 In the CC, Center City, district, the perimeter of parking lots and vehicular use 
areas shall be designed and constructed to create an edge along street rights-of-
way that minimize the disruption of the urban environment created by the wide 
expanse of parking lots and vehicular use areas.  The perimeter treatment shall be 
consistent with any adopted streetscape plans for adjacent rights-of-way and with 
the materials and colors of the existing streetscape and surrounding structures. 
The perimeter treatment shall consist of one of the following: 

a.	 A perimeter landscape area located adjacent to the street right-of-way,  at 
least six (6) feet in width and containing one (1) understory tree and ten 
(10) shrubs per fifty (50) linear feet of street frontage; or 

b.	 A perimeter landscape area located adjacent to the street right-of-way, at 
least three (3) feet in width and containing ten (10) shrubs plus one (1) 
understory tree in the sidewalk on the public right-of-way per fifty (50) 
linear feet of street frontage; or 

c.	 A decorative wall or fence at least thirty (30) inches high located adjacent 
to the street right-of-way, plus one (1) understory tree in the sidewalk on 
the public right-of-way per fifty (50) linear feet of street frontage. 

Alternatives b and c are only permitted if the sidewalk is at least ten (10) feet 
wide to accommodate the planting of trees or the curb along the street is modified 
to extend out into the street to create suitable areas for planting trees and 
maintain adequate pedestrian circulation.  Tree openings in the sidewalk should 
be a minimum of 5' x 5' and contain an accessible tree grate or surfacing around 
the tree sufficient to allow pedestrian circulation while protecting the tree and the 
opening. Examples include cast iron tree grates, dry-laid brick or pavers and seat 
walls. Alternative b may be permitted by the City Traffic Engineer for sidewalks 
less than ten (10) feet in width if the trees are planted partially in the three-foot 
perimeter landscape area so that the accessible tree grates or surfacing do not 
create unacceptable impediments to pedestrian circulation. 

Solid decorative walls or fences shall not exceed a height of forty-two (42) 
inches, although railings and decorative elements are permitted above the solid 
wall or fence provided they contain at least fifty (50) percent open voids and the 
overall height does not exceed seven (7) feet. Walls and fences shall also be 
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designed and constructed to ensure adequate visibility of pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic at all driveways. 

6-1210. Alternative Method for Determining Open Space and Landscaping Requirements. 

A.	 Purpose.  The purpose of these requirements is to provide some flexibility in providing 
open space and landscaping on a site due to the unique characteristics of the site and the 
design of the proposed use. It is not the intent of these requirements to allow a 
reduction in the width, intensity of plantings or screening requirement of a required 
bufferyard. 

B.	 Zoning District Minimum Open Space and Landscaping Requirements.  When a 
site plan is submitted it shall meet the minimum open space requirements of the district 
in which the property is located and the landscaping requirements of Subsection 6-1209 
or achieve the minimum total points for the district, as listed below, using the design 
standards of this subsection. This method is not applicable in districts that do not have 
an open space requirement. 

Minimum Total 
District Points Required 

R-SF 250 
R-TH 240 
R-LD 230 
R-MD 210 
R-HD 200 
R-MHC 250 
O-1 200 
O-2 200 
GI 200 
LB 200 
GR 200 
HC 200 
CS 150 
CC Not Applicable 
LI 160 
RI 200 
GM Not Applicable 
HM Not Applicable 
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C.	 Design Standards. 

1.	 Open Space.  Points for open space shall be awarded as shown in the table 
below. No points shall be awarded for more than twenty (20) percent open 
space. 

Points 
Standard Awarded 

Each one (1) percent of lot area in 8 
open space up to ten (10) percent 

Each additional one (1) percent of 6 
lot area in open space up to twenty 
(20) percent 

2.	 Interior Landscaping of Parking and Vehicular Use Areas.  Points for interior 
landscaping of parking and vehicular use areas shall be awarded as shown in the 
table below. The maximum intensity of plantings for which points shall be 
awarded shall be three (3) canopy trees or six (6) understory, ornamental or 
evergreen trees per thirty (30) parking spaces or twelve-thousand (12,000) square 
feet of parking or vehicular use area. If the parking and vehicular use areas on 
the site total less than thirty (30) spaces or twelve-thousand (12,000) square feet, 
no plantings are required and sixteen (16) points shall be awarded. 

Points

Standard Awarded


Each one (1) percent of interior 2 
landscaped area 

Each canopy tree per thirty (30) parking 6 
spaces or twelve-thousand (12,000) 
square feet of parking or vehicular 
use area 

Each understory, ornamental or evergreen 4 
tree per thirty (30) parking spaces or 
twelve-thousand (12,000) square feet of 
parking or vehicular use area 

3.	 Perimeter Landscaping of Parking and Vehicular Use Areas.  Points for 
perimeter landscaping of parking and vehicular use areas shall be awarded as 
shown in the table below. The maximum intensity of plantings for which points 
shall be awarded is two (2) canopy trees or four (4) understory, ornamental or 
evergreen trees and twelve (12) shrubs per one-hundred (100) feet of street 
frontage. If all or part of the perimeter landscaping is not required because the 
parking lot or vehicular use area is more than fifty (50) feet from a public 
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(6-1210.C.3. contd.) 

right-of-way, eighteen (18) points shall be awarded for the front yard, twelve 
(12) points for the side and rear yards and twelve (12) points for plantings.  (G.O. 
4516) 

Points 
Standard Awarded 

Each five (5) feet of width along the 6 
front yard 

Each five (5) feet of width along the 4 
side and rear yards 

Each canopy tree per one-hundred (100) 6 
feet of street frontage 

Each understory, ornamental or evergreen 4 
tree per one-hundred (100) feet of 
street frontage 

Each four (4) shrubs per one-hundred 2 
(100) feet of street frontage 
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Table of Bufferyard Requirements 

Zoning 
District Adjacent Zoning District 
of Proposed 
Development R-SF R-TH R-MHC R-LD R-MD R-HD O-1 O-2 GI LB GR HC CS CC RI LI GM HM IC 

R-SF  (D)  (C)  (C)  (C)  (B)  (B)  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

R-TH  A,(D)  (C)  (C)  (C)  (B)  (B)  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

R-MHC1 B  (C)  (C)  (C)  (B)  (B)  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

R-LD  B  B  (C)  (C)  (B)  (B)  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

R-MD  C  B  B  B  (B)  (B)  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

R-HD  D  C  C  B  B  (B)  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

O-1  C  B  B  B  B  B  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

O-2  D  D  C  C  B  B  B  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

GI  D  D  C  C  B  B  B  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

LB  D  C  C  B  B  B  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

GR  F  E  E  C  C  C  C  B  B  B  * * * * * * * * * 

HC  F  E  E  C  C  C  C  B  B  C  B2 * * * * * * * * 

CS  G  F  F  D  D  D  D  C  C  D  B2 B2 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

CC  J  J  J  J  J  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

RI  F  E  E  C  C  C  C  B  B  B  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

LI  G  F  F  D  D  D  D  C  C  D  B  B  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

GM  H  H  H  H  H  G  G  G  C  D  B  B  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

HM  I  I  I  I  I  H  G  G  C  D  B  B  B  *  *  *  *  *  *  

IC  G  F  F  D  D  D  D  C  C  D  B  B  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

( ) Bufferyard required when permitted nonresidential use locates adjacent to residential use or vacant land. 
* No bufferyard required. 
1 For mobilehome subdivisions, bufferyard requirements of the R-TH district shall apply. 
2 Bufferyard can be waived by Administrative Review Committee between uses in different districts where a joint access agreement is proposed.  Required plantings 

must be provided on other areas of the affected property. 
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6-1211. Bufferyards. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

A.	 Bufferyards shall be required as shown on the Table of Bufferyard Requirements where 
different zoning classifications abut or are separated by an alley.  A bufferyard required by 
the table shall be provided by the proposed development when it is located in a zoning 
district listed in the left-most column of the table and the development abuts or is separated 
by an alley from  a zoning district listed across the top of the table. 

B.	 Where a proposed development is located adjacent to a Planned Development district a 
bufferyard shall be required based on the existing uses in the area adjacent to the proposed 
development or the most intense uses permitted by the PD district if the area adjacent to the 
proposed development is vacant.  The bufferyard required shall be based on the Table of 
Bufferyard Requirements using the zoning district in which the existing or proposed uses 
permitted in the PD district are first permitted. 

C.	 A bufferyard shall be required adjacent to a street (excluding alleys) for nonresidential uses 
in residential districts and all uses in nonresidential districts as shown on the table below, 
when: 

1.	 The property across the street is zoned residential and is vacant or developed with 
residential uses; and 

2.	 The right-of-way width of the street is seventy (70) feet or less. 

Bufferyard Requirements Adjacent to a Street 

Zoning District of 
Proposed Zoning Use Bufferyard Required 

Residential Districts S1


(Development is nonresidential use)


O-1, O-2 and GI S1


LB, GR, HC, CS, CC, RI, LI and IC S2


GM and HM S3


 ________________________________________________________________ 

D.	 A bufferyard is not required when there is an intervening public street with a right-of-way 
width greater than seventy (70) feet or railroad rights-of-way (does not include railroad spurs 
on private property) between two districts. 

E.	 Plantings shall be located so as not to conflict with the requirements of Subsection 5-1306, 
Vision Obstruction Restrictions. 

F.	 A driveway is permitted to traverse a bufferyard to provide access between adjoining 
properties provided the driveway is: 
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1.	 Generally perpendicular to the property line; 
2.	 Not more than twenty-seven (27) feet in width; and 
3.	 Separated by at least one-hundred-fifty (150) feet from another driveway located in 

the same bufferyard. 
Driveways shall also be located a sufficient distance from any access driveways to a public 
or private street, on the subject property or the adjoining property, so as to not create traffic 
operational problems at the access driveways to the public or private street. The 
Administrative Review Committee may approve a driveway greater than twenty-seven (27) 
feet in width where an applicant demonstrates projected traffic volumes require additional 
lanes or the size of vehicles require wider turning radii. Required plantings from the area 
where the driveway is located shall be planted in other areas of the bufferyard through which 
the driveway passes. 

G.	 Where an access easement is dedicated along the common property line between properties 
in different zoning districts, the required bufferyard shall be relocated directly adjacent to the 
access easement for the length of the access easement. The bufferyard is not required where 
a driveway traverses a bufferyard to access the easement. Driveways that traverse 
bufferyards shall generally not exceed twenty-seven (27) feet in width, and there shall be at 
least one-hundred-fifty (150) feet of separation between driveways that traverse a 
bufferyard. The Administrative Review Committee may approve a driveway greater than 
twenty-seven (27) feet in width where an applicant demonstrates projected traffic volumes 
require additional lanes or the size of vehicles require wider turning radii. Required plantings 
from the area where the driveway is located shall be planted in other areas of the bufferyard 
through which the driveway passes. 

H.	 A private walkway is permitted to traverse a bufferyard to provide access to an adjoining 
property, provided such walkway is: 
1.	 Generally perpendicular to the property line; 
2.	 Not more than five (5) feet in width; and 
3.	 Separated by at least one-hundred (100) feet from another walkway located in the 

same bufferyard. 
If a private walkway is placed generally parallel to and within a bufferyard and said 
bufferyard is less than twenty (20) feet in width, the width of the entire bufferyard shall be 
increased by the same amount as the width of the sidewalk. Planting requirements shall not 
be reduced as a result of a private walkway in a bufferyard. 

6-1212.	 Bufferyard Standards.  Bufferyard standards are stated in terms of the width of the bufferyard 
and the number of plant units required per one-hundred (100) linear feet.  The requirements of a 
bufferyard may be satisfied by any of the options illustrated.  The "plant unit multiplier" is a factor 
by which the basic number of plant materials required for a given bufferyard is determined given a 
change in width of that yard.  The number of plant materials required shall be rounded up when a 
fraction is calculated. The type and quantity of plant materials required by each bufferyard, and 
each bufferyard option, are specified in this section.  These standards are minimum requirements. 
More plantings, widen bufferyards or higher structures may be provided. 

If a bufferyard listed below does not require a solid screen, the width of the bufferyard may be 
reduced by five (5) feet if a solid screen at least six (6) feet in height is provided the length of the 
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bufferyard where the width is reduced.  If the resulting width of the bufferyard is less than fifteen 
feet, each required canopy tree shall be replaced by two understory or evergreen trees. 

If a solid screen at least six (6) feet in height is provided along the property line the length of the 
bufferyard, understory or evergreen trees may be substituted for shrubs at a rate of one (1) 
understory or evergreen tree for each five (5) shrubs. The substitution is not permitted when the 
plantings are to be placed between the solid screen and the adjoining property line. (G.).5127, 
10/29/01) 

A. Bufferyard A.


One (1) canopy tree per lot for lots forty (40) feet wide or greater.


One (1) understory tree per lot for lots less than forty (40) feet wide.


Trees must be planted within twenty (20) feet of the lot line adjoining the adjacent zoning district.


B. Bufferyard B. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet


1 Canopy Tree


1 Understory Trees


1 Evergreen Tree


6 Shrubs


C. Bufferyard C. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet


1 Canopy Trees


2 Understory Trees


2 Evergreen Trees


10 Shrubs
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D. Bufferyard D. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet 

2 Canopy Trees 

2 Understory Trees 

2 Evergreen Trees 

14	 Shrubs 

Required Structure 

F1 Six (6) foot solid wood fence or 
six (6) foot solid masonry/brick wall or 
six (6) foot solid evergreen hedge. 

E. Bufferyard E. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet 

3 Canopy Trees 

2 Understory Trees 

2 Evergreen Trees 

16	 Shrubs 

Required Structure 

F1 Six (6) foot solid wood fence or 
six (6) foot solid masonry/brick wall or 
six (6) foot solid evergreen hedge. 
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F. Bufferyard F. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet 

3 Canopy Trees


3
 Understory Trees


4
 Evergreen Trees 

20 Shrubs 

Required Structure 

F1 Six (6) foot solid wood fence or 
six (6) foot solid masonry/brick wall or 
six (6) foot solid evergreen hedge. 
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G.	 Bufferyard G. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet 

4 Canopy Trees


3
 Understory Trees


4
 Evergreen Trees 

24	 Shrubs 

Required Structure 

F1	 Six (6) foot solid wood fence or 
six (6) foot solid masonry/brick wall or 
six (6) foot solid evergreen hedge. 

B1	 Three (3) foot earthen berm with 
required plantings and perennial 
groundcover sown on the berm. 
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H.	 Bufferyard H. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet


4
 Canopy Trees


4
 Understory Trees


5
 Evergreen Trees 

28	 Shrubs 

Required Structure 

F1	 Six (6) foot solid wood fence or

six (6) foot solid masonry/brick wall or

six (6) foot solid evergreen hedge.


B1	 Three (3) foot earthen berm with

required plantings and perennial

groundcover sown on the berm.


B2	 Five (5) foot earthen berm with

required plantings and perennial

groundcover sown on the berm.


I. Bufferyard I. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet 

5 Canopy Trees 

4 Understory Trees 

5 Evergreen Trees 

34	 Shrubs 

Required Structure 

F1 Six (6) foot solid wood fence or 
six (6) foot solid masonry/brick wall or 
six (6) foot solid evergreen hedge. 

B1 Three (3) foot earthen berm with required plantings 
and perennial groundcover sown on the berm. 
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B2	 Five (5) foot earthen berm with

required plantings and perennial

groundcover sown on the berm.


J.	 Bufferyard J.  Unless a building is located on the property line, a six (6) foot solid wood 
fence or six (6) foot solid masonry/brick wall or six (6) foot solid evergreen hedge shall be 
provided. 

K.	 Bufferyard S1. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet


1 Canopy Tree


1 Understory Tree


3 Shrubs


L. Bufferyard S2. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet


1 Canopy Tree


2 Understory Trees


4 Shrubs


M.	 Bufferyard S3. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet


1 Canopy Tree


3 Understory Trees


6
 Shrubs 
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6-1213.	 Sight Distance and Visibility. 

A.	 Strict compliance with these landscaping requirements shall not be required if it would 
cause visibility obstructions and/or blind corners at intersections.  Whenever an accessway 
intersects a public right of way or when the subject property abuts the intersection of two 
(2) or more public rights of way, a sight triangle shall be required in conformance with 
Subsection 5-1306. 

B.	 Landscaping, except required grass and low ground cover, shall not be located closer than 
five (5) feet from the edge of any accessway pavement. 

C.	 In the event other visibility obstructions are apparent in the proposed Landscape Plan, as 
determined by the Director of Public Works, the requirements set forth herein shall be 
modified to the extent necessary to remove the conflict. 

6-1214.	 Utility Easements.  Utility easements shall be agreed to with the affected utility prior to 
submission of landscape plans.  Within utility construction requirements, easements shall be 
provided at locations that minimize their impact on required bufferyards and perimeter 
landscaping. Plantings on utility easements shall be limited to ornamental trees, shrubs and 
hedges, ground cover, and lawn grass. Each required canopy tree may be replaced by two (2) 
understory or ornamental trees to reduce conflicts with overhead utilities.  Plantings in or 
adjacent to a utility easement shall be coordinated with the utility. 

6-1215.	 Existing Developed Areas - Nonconformance, Compliance Required.  All property with 
existing development, on the effective date of this Article, which is not in compliance with the 
provisions of this section shall be considered nonconforming uses and allowed to continue so 
long as all of the requirements of Section 5-1700, Nonconformities, are met or until a building 
permit is issued for enlargement of a structure or building. At such a time the following 
requirements shall be met. If enlargement of an existing structure or building requires open space 
be provided, it is the intent of this subsection that the bufferyard, parking lot and perimeter 
landscaping requirements be met to the maximum extent feasible without requiring existing 
structures or buildings to be removed or moved and that existing pavement only be removed as a 
last recourse. It also the intent that the open space be widely distributed throughout the site and not 
concentrated in only a few locations. (G.O.5127,10/29/01) 

A.	 No open space or bufferyard, except screening as required by paragraph H below, shall be 
required if existing buildings and structures are replaced with new buildings and structures 
with the same total floor area provided a building permit for replacement is applied for 
within one (1) year after the existing buildings are removed. 

B.	 No additional open space or bufferyard shall be required if a use expands into or is 
established in existing floor area that was previously unfinished or otherwise not available 
for occupancy. 

C.	 No open space or bufferyard, except screening as required by paragraph H below, shall be 
required if: 
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1.	 The lot is enlarged by less than twenty-five (25) percent or by less than

twenty-thousand (20,000) square feet, whichever is greater; and


2.	 The floor area, whether all new floor area or a combination of existing and new 
floor area, is enlarged by less than twenty-five (25) percent or by less than two-
thousand (2,000) square feet, whichever is greater. 

D.	 Fifty (50) percent of the open space required for the entire property by the zoning district 
shall be provided on the property in such a way as to meet the bufferyard, parking lot and 
perimeter landscaping requirements of this section if: 

1.	 The lot is enlarged by twenty-five (25) percent or by twenty-thousand (20,000) 
square feet, whichever is greater; or 

2.	 The floor area, whether all new floor area or a combination of existing and new 
floor area, is enlarged by twenty-five (25) percent or by two-thousand (2,000) 
square feet, whichever is greater. 

If a bufferyard is required on the property by Subsection 6-1211, the open space shall 
be distributed to attempt to provide at least fifty (50) percent of the bufferyard width 
required by Subsection 6-1211. Plantings may also be reduced proportional to the 
width or as permitted by paragraph F below. 

E.	 One-hundred (100) percent of the open space required for the entire property by the zoning 
district shall be provided on the property in such a way as to meet the bufferyard, parking 
lot and perimeter landscaping requirements of this section if: 

1.	 The lot is enlarged by fifty (50) percent or by forty-five-thousand (45,000) square 
feet, whichever is greater; or 

2.	 The floor area, whether all new floor area or a combination of existing and new 
floor area, is enlarged by fifty (50) percent or by five-thousand (5,000) square feet, 
whichever is greater. 

If a bufferyard is required on the property by Subsection 6-1211, the open space shall be 
distributed to attempt to provide one hundred (100) percent of the bufferyard width and 
plantings as required by Subsection 6-1211. Exemptions are provided by paragraph F 
below. 

F.	 Open space shall be provided on the property in such a way as to substantially meet the 
bufferyard, parking lot and perimeter landscaping requirements of this section.  The 
priorities for open space distribution shall be in the following order: 

1.	 Bufferyards; 
2.	 Perimeter parking lot landscaping; and 
3.	 Interior parking lot landscaping. 
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(6-1215.F. contd.) 

To meet the bufferyard, parking lot and perimeter landscaping requirements, existing 
buildings are not required to be removed or moved and removal of existing paving should 
be minimized.  If the resulting bufferyard is less than fifteen (15) feet wide, screening shall 
be provided in accordance with paragraph H below and plantings shall be provided as 
follows. 

Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet 

Bufferyard 
Width 

Canopy 
Trees 

Understory 
Trees 

Evergreen 
Trees Shrubs 

10 to Less 
Than 15 Feet 

0  1  2  10  

5 to Less 
Than 10 

Feet 

0  0  0  15  

Less Than 
5 Feet 

0 0 0 0 

If during site plan review the location of open space cannot be agreed upon between the 
Director of Building Development Services and the applicant, the location of open space 
areas shall be determined by the Administrative Review Committee as part of the site plan 
review. 

G.	 Enlargements of the lot or floor area shall be cumulative, and when the above thresholds 
are reached, the required open space shall be provided. 

H.	 If a bufferyard is required on the property by Subsection 6-1211, a six (6) foot solid wood 
fence, masonry/brick wall or evergreen hedge shall be provided if the minimum bufferyard 
required by Subsection 6-1211 is not provided as a result of the enlargement or 
replacement of floor area. 

6-1216.	 Exemption for Narrow or Shallow Properties.  Properties are not required to provide a 
bufferyard greater than specified below, regardless of the requirement in Subsection 6-1211.D 
provided: (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

A.	 The property dimension, perpendicular to the property line where the bufferyard is 
required, does not exceed D at any point (Figure 6-1); and 

B.	 The property dimension, perpendicular to the property line where the bufferyard is 
required, has not been reduced since the effective date of this Article or since the adjoining 
property was rezoned so as to require a greater bufferyard. 
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Required Plantings per 100 Linear Feet 

Dimension 
D 

Bufferyard 
Width 

Canopy 
Trees 

Understory 
Trees 

Evergreen 
Trees Shrubs 

Greater 
than 150 to 

200 Feet 

15 Feet 1 1 2 10 

Greater 
than 100 to 

150 Feet 

10 Feet 0 1 2 10 

100 Feet or 
Less 

5 Feet 0 0 0 15 

Figure 6-1. 

A six (6) foot solid wood fence, masonry/brick wall or evergreen hedge shall also be provided if 
the minimum bufferyard required by Subsection6-1211 is not provided as a result of the 
provisions of this subsection. 
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Section 6-1300. Off-Street Parking and Loading Area Design Standards. 

6-1301. Off-Street Parking Area Design Standards. 

A.	 Location of Required Parking.  All off-street parking spaces required by this section shall 
observe the following requirements with respect to location: 

1.	 In all Residential districts, all required off-street parking spaces shall be located on the 
same lot as the principal structure or use requiring such parking. 

2.	 In all other districts, the following requirements shall apply.  All required parking 
spaces shall be located on the same lot occupied by the principal structure or use 
requiring such parking unless a Co-operative Parking Plan has been approved 
pursuant to Subsection 5-1505. 

a.	 In all Office, Business and Commercial districts, and the Government and 
Institutional District, all off-street parking spaces shall be located on the same 
lot as the structure or use requiring such parking or within three-hundred (300) 
feet of a point of access to such structure or use. 

b.	 In all Industrial and Manufacturing Districts, off-street parking spaces shall be 
located on the same lot as the structure or use requiring such parking or within 
six-hundred (600) feet of a point of access to such building. 

c.	 No off-street parking facilities for a building, structure or use permitted only in 
Office, Government and Institutional, Business and Commercial, and Industrial 
and Manufacturing districts shall be permitted to locate as a matter of right in 
any residential district. 

3.	 In all districts, no required parking or required perimeter landscaping shall be located 
in the required right-of-way of an adjacent street based on the classification of the 
street in accordance with Subsection 1-1317. 

B.	 Size.  A standard off-street parking space shall be at least nine (9) feet in width, at least 
eighteen-and-one-half (18.5) feet in length, exclusive of access drives or aisles, ramps, or 
columns, and shall have a vertical clearance of at least eight (8) feet.  A compact car 
off-street parking space shall be at least eight (8) feet in width, at least sixteen (16) feet in 
length, exclusive of access drives or aisles, ramps, or columns, and shall have a vertical 
clearance of at least eight (8) feet. For employee parking only, not more than forty (40) 
percent of the required off-street parking spaces, after the first one-hundred (100) 
standard-size, off-street parking spaces have been provided, may be compact car spaces. All 
compact car spaces shall be designated by signs on poles or walls.  The parking lot layout 
and distribution of standard and compact spaces shall comply with standards as  established 
by the Director of the Public Works. 

C.	 Access.  Each required off-street parking space shall open directly upon an aisle or driveway 
of such width and design as to provide safe and efficient means of vehicular access to such 
parking space. All driveways shall comply with Chapter 31, Article III, Division 3, 
Springfield City Code. 
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D.	 Open and Enclosed Parking.  Off-street parking facilities may be open to the sky or 
enclosed in a building or structure. Off-street parking facilities open to the sky may be 
located in any yard except that in residential districts no such parking facilities, including 
circulation lanes, shall be permitted in a required front yard or a required side yard adjacent 
to a street only if meeting the provisions of Subsection 6-1302. Enclosed or semi-enclosed 
buildings and structures, and carports containing off-street parking facilities shall be subject 
to the setback and yard requirements applicable in the district in which they are located. 
(G.O. 5355, 3/15/2004) 

E.	 Design.  Off-street parking facilities shall comply with such design standards relating to curb 
length, stall depth, aisle width, island width, barriers, and ingress and egress as may be 
established from time to time by the Director of Public Works, and adopted by the Planning 
and Zoning Commission.  Turn-arounds shall be provided in multi-family (three (3) or more 
units) and nonresidential parking lots to allow vehicles to enter and exit the parking lot 
without backing from or onto a public street. 

F.	 Surfacing.  All off-street parking areas, shall be graded for proper drainage, provided with 
an all-weather, hard surface; and maintained in a condition to retain the original surface and 
to prevent the release of dust, mud or silt;  and to be free of dust, mud, silt, standing water, 
trash and debris. (G.O.5165, 3/25/2002) 

Concrete, asphalt and pavers constitute an acceptable all-weather hard surface material. 
Porous pavers also constitute an all-weather hard surface material subject to the following 
restrictions: 

1.	 The porous pavers are used only for off-street parking spaces within an off-street 
parking area, open to the sky. 

2.	 The off-street parking area open to the sky does not serve the following uses: single-
family-detached, single-family-semi-detached, duplex or townhouse dwelling unit or 
mobile home. 

G.	 Screening.  Off-street parking areas, open to the sky, shall be screened in accordance with 
the requirements of Section 6-1000. Parking areas shall be arranged and designed so as to 
prevent damage to, or intrusion into any wall, fence or hedge built or planted as screening. 

H.	 Landscaping.  Off-street parking areas, open to the sky, shall be landscaped in accordance 
with Section 6-1200. 

I.	 Lighting.  Any lighting used to illuminate off-street parking areas shall comply with Section 
6-1400. 

6-1302. Supplemental Off-Street Parking Area Design Standards for Residential Uses. 
(G.O. 5355, 3/15/2004) 
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A.	 General Provisions.  In addition to the provisions of Subsection 6-1301, these provisions 
shall apply only to single-family detached, single-family semi-detached, duplex or mobile 
home dwellings. 

B.	 Design.  In addition to the requirements of Subsection 6-1301.D, a driveway may be 
widened and utilized as impervious parking area where the widened portion of the driveway 
aisle does not lead to a required off-street parking space.  Such widened driveways shall not 
exceed a total width of eighteen (18) feet and shall be permitted except under the following 
conditions: 

1.	 The property can be provided with additional vehicular access via a public alley; or 

2.	 The property is located on a public street with curb and gutter where twenty-four (24) 
hour on-street parking is permitted on at least one (1) side of the street.  Properties 
shall be determined to have access to such on-street parking if it is located within one 
hundred (100) feet of the front door of a home as measured along the path of travel. 

C.	 Modification of Existing Driveways.  All portions of any existing driveway that is 
modified as provided within this Subsection, or is otherwise expanded, shall be required to 
meet the surfacing requirements of Subsection 6-1301.F, except that gravel driveways which 
existed prior to March 7, 1995, or which existed at the time the property served by such 
driveway was annexed into the City, may include similar materials as that used to gravel 
such driveway provided that; 

1.	 There is a defined edge provided and maintained to contain the gravel material from 
migrating outside both the existing and expanded vehicular parking area into other 
areas of the yard; 

2.	 A permit is obtained for such modification from the Director of Building 
Development Services; and 

3.	 Parking occurs only in the area permitted for vehicular parking. 

6-1303. Off-Street Bicycle Parking Design Standards. 

A. 	 Location. 

1. 	 Unless located within a multi-level parking structure, off-street bicycle parking spaces 
shall be located and positioned so that they are in close proximity to and within sight 
of a public entry but do not impede pedestrian traffic.  Bicycle parking spaces may 
alternatively be installed within the structure that they serve if located in a common or 
public space within sight of a public entry. 

2. 	 Bicycle parking spaces are not required to be located on impervious areas.  Bicycle 
parking spaces may be located within interior common areas and landscaping 
treatments so long as all required planting materials are provided and the bicycle 
parking space dimensions established in Subsection 6-1303.B can be met.  
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3. 	 Where a structure or use has multiple public entries, bicycle parking spaces shall be 
distributed among said entries.  A portion of bicycle parking spaces may also be 
distributed to designated employee entries when such entries are 
separate from any public entry. 

4. 	 If located within or directly adjacent to an automobile parking area, bicycle parking 
spaces shall be separated by a physical barrier in the form of curbs, wheel stops, poles 
or other similar features. 

B. 	 Design of Bicycle Parking Spaces. Bicycle parking spaces shall be arranged as illustrated 
in Figure 6-2. Each bicycle parking space shall be at least twenty-four (24) inches in width 
and six (6) feet in length. In addition, bicycle parking spaces shall be accessed on at least 
one (1) side via an area of clearance not less than forty eight (48) inches. 

Figure 6-2 

C. Bicycle Parking Rack.  Each bicycle rack shall be designed to support a bicycle by its frame in 
two (2) places and allow the use of a cable lock or U shaped lock.  The bicycle rack shall be 
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anchored so they can not be easily removed, vandalized or stolen.  Permitted individual rack 
elements include those types illustrated in Figure 6-3 except that an alternative rack or bike locker 
may be approved by the Director of Building Development Services. (G.O. 5412, 10/18/2004) 

Figure 6-3. 

6-1304. Off-Street Loading Area Design Standards. 

A.	 Location.  Off-street loading areas may occupy all or any part of any required yard space, 
other than a required front yard or a side yard adjoining a street or the required setback from 
the right-of-way center line of a street in accordance with Subsection 1-1317. 

B.	 Access.  Except in the Center City district, all off-street loading areas shall be accessed 
without requiring any backing from or onto a public street and without any portion of a 
vehicle projecting onto a public street while being loaded. Off-street loading areas shall be 
provided with driveways that comply with Chapter 31, Article III, Division 3, Springfield 
City Code. 

C.	 Grading and Surfacing.  All off-street loading areas shall be graded for proper drainage, 
provided with an all-weather, dust-free surfacing material and maintained at all times in such 
a manner as to prevent the release of dust and to be free of dust, trash, and debris. 

D.	 Screening.  All off-street loading areas on property located adjacent to a residential district 
shall comply with the screening requirements in Section 6-1000. 

E.	 Landscaping.  All off-street loading areas shall be landscaped in accordance with Section 6-
1200. 

F.	 Lighting.  Any lighting used to illuminate off-street loading areas shall comply with Section 
6-1400. 
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Section 6-1400. Lighting Standards. (G.O.5127, 10/29/01) 

6-1401.	 Purpose.  The purpose of this section is to regulate the placement and arrangement of lighting. 
These regulations are intended to: 

A.	 Protect the public health, safety and general welfare; 

B.	 Enable the fair and consistent enforcement of these regulations; 

C.	 Control light spillover and glare; 

D.	 Encourage lighting systems which conserve energy and costs; 

E.	 Preserve community character; and 

F.	 Provide for nighttime safety, utility, security and productivity. 

6-1402.	 Exterior Lighting Objectives. 

Lighting arrangements shall be arranged in the following manner: 

A.	 To minimize light spillover onto any adjacent premises; and 

B.	 So that light from any illuminated source shall be so shaded, shielded or directed that the 
light intensity or brightness will not adversely affect adjoining property. 

6-1403.	 Exterior Lighting Standards. 

All exterior lighting upon any premises, regardless of zoning classification, shall be subject to the 
following conditions and limitations. 

A.	 When a light source or luminaire does not have a cutoff the following standards shall be met: 

1.	 Maximum mounting or pole height of the light source or luminaire:  Fifteen (15) feet. 

2.	 Maximum permitted lumination: 
(a)	 Three-tenths (0.3) footcandle at any point along the perimeter of the property 

where it adjoins a residential zoning district or is separated from a residential 
zoning district by a right-of-way of seventy (70) feet or less.  

(b)	 One (1.0) footcandle at any other point along the perimeter of the property. 

B.	 When a light source or luminaire has total cutoff of light at an angle so that the bare bulb, 
lamp or light source is completely and opaquely shielded from the direct view of an observer 
at ground level at the perimeter of the property, the following standards shall be met: 

1.	 Maximum mounting or pole height of the light source or luminaire:  Sixty (60) feet. 
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2.	 Maximum permitted lumination: 
(a)	 One-half (0.5) footcandle at any point along the perimeter of the property 

where it adjoins a residential zoning district or is separated from a residential 
zoning district by a right-of-way of seventy (70) feet or less.  

(b)	 One (1.0) footcandle at any other point along the perimeter of the property. 

C.	 Building and landscape light fixtures, including ground lighting for signs, flag poles and 
statues, shall be equipped with shields or shutters to minimize spillover.  The maximum 
permitted lumination as a result of reflected light resulting from such fixtures shall be: 

1.	 One-half (0.5) footcandles at any point along the perimeter of the property where it 
adjoins a residential zoning district or is separated from a residential zoning district by 
a right-of-way of seventy (70) feet or less; and 

2.	 One (1.0) footcandle at any other point along the perimeter of the property. 

D.	 The maximum permitted average illumination of all parking lots shall be five (5) 
footcandles. 

E.	 There shall be no lighting of a blinking, flashing, rotating or fluttering nature, including 
changes in light intensity, brightness or color except for public safety purposes. 

F.	 Light sources or luminaires shall not be located within bufferyard areas except on pedestrian 
walkways.  

G.	 A site lighting plan for uses requiring site plan review shall be submitted and shall provide 
the following information: 

1.	 Proposed location on premises of all exterior light fixtures; 

2.	 Description of illumination devices, fixtures, lamps, supports, reflectors and lens, 
mounting height and wattage; 

3.	 Photometric design layout for the site of all illuminated vertical and horizontal 
surfaces showing the design footcandle levels. 

H.	 For uses requiring site plan review, lighting shall be significantly reduced during non-
operational building hours, allowing only lighting necessary for security purposes.  The 
lighting plan submitted for review shall note where this distinction occurs. 

6-1404. Existing Lighting. 

Any existing lighting fixture that is moved or replaced shall meet the requirements of this section. 
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6-1405.	 Exemptions. 

A.	 Outdoor Recreational Uses.  Because of their unique requirements for nighttime visibility 
and their limited hours of operation, ball diamonds, playing fields, and tennis courts shall be 
exempt from the exterior lighting standards of Subsection 6-1403 above. These outdoor 
recreational uses must meet all other requirements of this section and of this Article. 

B.	 Private Outdoor Lights.  Private outdoor lights installed by a public utility on private 
property for security purposes are exempt from the exterior lighting standards of Subsection 
6-1403 above, provided the installation is approved by all property owners of residential 
property from which the light source can be viewed directly. 

C.	 Emergency warning lights.  Safety signal and warning device lighting shall be exempt 
from the exterior lighting standards of Subsection 6-1403 above. 

D.	 Temporary Seasonal/Holiday Lighting.  Temporary seasonal/holiday lighting is exempt 
from the exterior lighting standards of Subsection 6-1403 above. 

E.	 Search Lights.  Search lights for promotional purposes and special events shall be exempt 
from the exterior lighting standards of Subsection 6-1403 above provided the lights are not 
located in a residential zoning district and the lights are directed so that they do not 
illuminate any structure that is not located on the same property as the lights. 

Section 6-1500. Noise Standards. 

6-1501.	 Purpose.  The purpose of these noise standards is to provide measurable criteria to ensure that 
noise resulting from an activity does not have an adverse impact on adjoining properties. 

6-1502.	 Applicability. 

A.	 New Uses.  All uses hereafter established shall comply with the noise standards of this 
section. 

B.	 Existing Conforming Uses.  Any existing use which, on the effective date of this Article, 
complies with the applicable noise standards of this section shall continue to so comply.  If, 
at such time, the operations of any lawful existing use violates the noise standards of the 
section, such operations shall not be varied or changed in such a way as to increase the 
degree of violation. The fact that the operations of a lawful existing use violate the noise 
standards of this section shall not of itself make such use subject to the requirements of 
Section 5-1700 of this Article relating to non-conformities. 

C.	 Existing Nonconforming Uses.  Any use that is located in a zoning district in which such 
use is not permitted but which is a lawful nonconforming use and which complies, on the 
effective date of this Article, with all of the noise standards for the use shall continue to 
comply.  If, at such time, the operations of such lawful nonconforming uses violate such 
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standards, then such operations shall not be varied or changed in such a way as to increase 
the degree of such violation. 

D.	 Nuisance Not Permitted.  Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs B and C above, 
any noise source that exceeds the applicable noise standards of this section and, in the 
opinion of the Director, constitutes a nuisance shall be abated. Nothing contained herein 
shall be construed to overrule provisions of other city noise ordinances which shall be 
harmonized and enforced by the court to the fullest extent in order to prevent unnecessary 
noise. (G.O. 4855, 12/14/98) 

6-1503. Noise Standards. 

A.	 Maximum Noise Level.  No operation or activity shall cause or create noise in excess of the 
sound levels prescribed below. 

B.	 Method of Measurement.  Sound level shall be measured with a sound level meter meeting 
the standards established by the Director of Health, a copy of which shall be on file with the 
City Clerk.  The instrument shall be set to the A-weighted response scale and the meter to 
the slow response. Measurements shall be conducted in accordance with standards 
established by the Director of Health, a copy of which shall be on file with the City Clerk.  
Measurements may be made at points of maximum noise intensity.  (G.O. 4855, 12/14/98) 
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C. Sound Level Standards.  The maximum permitted sound level shall be as follows, subject 
only to the variations and exemptions permitted below in paragraph D. (G.O. 5475) 

Source Sound Level 

Noise from any use in an O-1, 60dBA 
O-2, GI, LB, GR, HC, CS, 
CC, RI, LI or IC district 
measured at the boundary of 
any residential district. 

Noise from any use in a GM 65dBA 
or HM district, measured at 
the boundary of any 
Residential district. 

Noise from any non- 60dBA 
residential use in an estab-
lished Urban Conservation 
District measured at the 
boundary of a lot used for 
residential purposes within an 
Urban Conservation District. 

Noise from any non- 60dBA 
residential use in an estab-
lished Urban Conservation 
District measured at the 
boundary of any residential 
district not located within an 
Urban Conservation District. 
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D.	 Variations and Exemptions. 

1.	 Between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. the following variations from the 
maximum sound level standards are permitted (only one variation is permitted during 
a one (1) hour period). 

Duration	 Variation 

Noise source operates +5dBA

less than twenty (20)

percent of any one (1)

hour period. 


Noise source operates +10 dBA

less than ten (10)

percent of any one (1)

hour period.


Noise source operates +15 dBA

less than five (5)

percent of any one (1)

hour period.


2.	 The following uses and activities shall be exempt from the sound level standards: 

a.	 Noises not directly under the control of the property user; 

b.	 Noises emanating from construction and maintenance activities between 7:00 
a.m. and 11:00 p.m.; 

c.	 The noises of safety signals, warning devices, emergency pressure relief valves 
and emergency electric generators; and 

d.	 Noises from moving sources such as automobiles and trucks on public 
rights-of-way, railroad equipment on railroad rights-of-way and railroad spurs 
on private property, and airplanes. 
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General public II-15 
General Retail District IV-91 
GI IV-43 
Gift shop IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-117, IV-149 
Glare II-15 
Glass sales IV-107, IV-115 
GM IV-131 
Go-cart track IV-100, IV-102, IV-108, IV-110, IV-150 
Golf course IV-2, IV-6, IV-12, IV-18, IV-24, IV-39, IV-44, IV-87, IV-93 
Golf course IV-100, IV-108, IV-116, IV-122, IV-127, IV-132, IV-140, IV-148 
Golf driving range See Driving range, golf 
Government and Institutional Use District IV-43 
Government building IV-39, IV-44, IV-87, IV-92, IV-99, IV-107, IV-115, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132 
Government building IV-139, IV-147 
GR IV-91 
Grain elevator IV-139 
Greenhouse II-15, IV-100, IV-107, IV-148 
Groceries IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-117, IV-149 
Group home IV-1, IV-6, IV-12, IV-18, IV-24, IV-31, IV-115 
Group home, custodial II-15 
Group home, residential II-15, V-77 
Half-way house See Community corrections facility 
Hardware store IV-92, IV-99, IV-107, IV-147 
Harmony with historic buildings IV-64 
Hazardous substance II-15 
Hazardous substance, storage or disposal IV-142 
Hazardous waste, collection and transfer IV-142 
HC IV-98 
Hearing aids IV-87, IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-116, IV-148 
Heating IV-107, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-139, IV-147 
Heavy Manufacturing District IV-138 
Height II-15 
Height limit II-16 
Height of tower above grade or ground II-16 
Height regulations, exemptions to I-7 
Heliport IV-40, IV-132, IV-139 
High-Density Multi-Family Residential District IV-23 
Highway Commercial District IV-98 
Historic design guideline II-16 
Historic designation ordinance II-16 
Historic disrict II-16 
Historic district designation, effect of IV-60 
Historic district, designation of IV-55


Historic landmark II-17


Historic landmark designation, effect of IV-60


Historic landmark, designation of IV-55 



Historic significance II-17 
Historic site II-17, II-30 
Historic site designation, effect of IV-59 
Historic site, designation of IV-55 
Historic site, repeal of designation IV-61 
HM IV-138 
Hobby store IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-117, IV-149 
Home improvement store IV-92, IV-99, IV-107, IV-147 
Home occupation IV-1, IV-6, IV-12, IV-18, IV-24, IV-31, V-6 
Home occupation defined II-17, V-7 
Home occupation, use limitations V-8 
Home occupations prohibited V-9 
Hospital II-17, IV-44, IV-114 
Hospital, animal II-17; See also, Animal hospital 
Hotel II-17, IV-40, IV-92, IV-99, IV-115, IV-148 
House See Dwelling 
House See Dwelling, single-family-detached 
House, sorority See Sorority house 
Household I-5 
Houses, single-family detached in alternative districts V-106 
Housing unit See Dwelling 
Housing, transitional See Transitional housing 
IC IV-146 
Ice skating arena IV-92, IV-99, IV-114, IV-147 
Ideological and noncommercial sign II-17 
Impervious surface II-17 
Improvements, common V-73 
Industrial Commercial District IV-146 
Infill IV-50 
Ingress, preliminary development plans for PDs IV-76 
Inn IV-40, IV-92, IV-99, IV-148 
Inspection by Building Development Services III-2 
Interference, electrical IV-84 
Interior decorating IV-39, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117 
Interior landmark II-18 
Interior landmark, designation of IV-55 
Interpretation, rules of II-1 
Interstate Highway Commercial Sign District V-41 
Jail II-18, III-41, IV-142 
Janitorial services IV-105, IV-114, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-139, IV-146 
Jewelry IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117, IV-149 
Junk yard IV-135, IV-141, V-72 
Kennel II-19, IV-88, IV-101, IV-109, IV-110, IV-123, IV-127, IV-129, IV-133 
Kennel IV-135, IV-141, IV-143, IV-150, IV-151 
Kindergarten II-19 

IV-55 
Laboratory IV-39, IV-44, IV-115 
Land, undeveloped See Undeveloped land 
Landfill IV-46 
Landmark, historic See Historic landmark 
Landmark, interior See Interior landmark 
Landmarks Board III-16 

L 



Landmarks Board, duties of III-16 
Landmarks board, membership of III-16 
Landmarks district regulations IV-55


Landscape plan VI-4


Landscaping VI-3


Landscaping and nonconforming uses VI-22 
Landscaping and utilty easements VI-22 
Landscaping and vision obstruction VI-22 
Landscaping materials II-19 
Landscaping, alternative method for finding requirements VI-11 
Landscaping, interior VI-9 
Landscaping, perimeter VI-9 
Landscaping, perimeter in CC districts VI-10 
Landscaping, preliminary development plans (PDs) IV-76 
Laundromat IV-87, IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-116, IV-148 
Laundry pick-up IV-87, IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-116, IV-148 
Laundry, commercial IV-106 
Laws, controlling I-12 
LB IV-87 
Ldn II-19, IV-82 
Lenses, optical IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117 
LI IV-126 
Library IV-2, IV-7, IV-13, IV-19, IV-25, IV-32, IV-39, IV-43, IV-48 
Library IV-92, IV-98, IV-115 
Light See Candlepower 
Light Industrial District IV-126 
Light, flashing II-13


Lighting standards VI-32


Lighting standards for existing fixtures VI-33


Lighting, exemptions VI-34 
Limited Business District IV-87 
Linen service IV-107 
Liquor sales, retail, special regulations V-69 
Liquor store, package See Package liquor store for definition 
Liquor store, package IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-100, IV-101, IV-116, IV-117, IV-148, IV-149 
Lithography IV-105, IV-114, IV-121, IV-122, IV-132, IV-138, IV-146 
Loading requirements, off-street V-62 
Loading space II-19 
Loading, off-street, standards VI-31 
Locker, bicycle II-4 
Locker, food See Locker, frozen food 
Locker, frozen food IV-107 
Locksmith IV-92, IV-99, IV-105, IV-114, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-138, IV-146 
Locksmith IV-148 
Lodge IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-116 
Lodging house II-19 
Lot II-19 
Lot area II-20 
Lot depth II-20 
Lot line II-20 
Lot line, front II-20


Lot line, rear II-21




Lot line, side II-21 
Lot line, zero See Zero lot line 
Lot of record II-21 
Lot requirements, general I-3 
Lot width II-21 
Lot, corner II-20 
Lot, end II-20 
Lot, front of II-20 
Lot, interior II-20 
Lot, reversed corner II-21 
Lot, through II-21 
Luminaire II-21 
Magazine distribution IV-107 
Mailing IV-87, IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-116, IV-148 
Maintenance See Ordinary maintenance and repair 
Manufactured home II-22 
Manufactured Home Community District IV-30 
Manufactured housing development II-22, IV-30 
Manufactured housing sales IV-99, IV-107, IV-148 
Manufactured housing subdivision II-22 
Manufacturing IV-117, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-139, IV-146 
Manufacturing of construction materials IV-140 
Manufacturing of metals IV-140 
Master plan II-22 
Master Sign Plan V-44 
Maximum permitted lumination II-22 
Meat IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-117, IV-149 
Medical clinic See Clinic, medical or dental for definition 
Medical clinic IV-39, IV-44, IV-115 
Medium-Density Multi-Family Residential District IV-17 
Miniature golf IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-116, IV-122, IV-127, IV-132, IV-140, IV-148 
Mining IV-142 
Miniwarehouse See Storage, self-service 
Mirror sales IV-107, IV-115 
Mixing plant IV-139 
Mobile home II-22, IV-30 
Mobile home park II-22, IV-30 
Mobile home sales IV-99, IV-107, IV-148 
Modular home II-22 
Monument sales IV-107 
Moratorium I-9 
Mortuary IV-40, IV-88, IV-92, IV 107, IV-115, IV-121, IV-126, IV-147 
Motel II-22, IV-40, IV-92, IV-99, IV-115, IV-148 
Motion picture theater IV-92, IV-99, IV-114, IV-147 
Movie theater See Motion picture theater or Movie theater, drive-in 
Movie theater, drive-in IV-99, IV-108, IV-132, IV-140, IV-147 
Multi-family dwellings IV-17, IV-23 
Museum IV-2, IV-7, IV-13, IV-19, IV-25, IV-32, IV-39, IV-43, IV-48 
Museum IV-92, IV-98, IV-115 
Music IV-39, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117 
Neighborhood facilities, noncommercial not-for-profit V-102 
Newspaper distribution IV-107 



Newsstand IV-39, IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-117, IV-149 
Noise level reduction (NLR) II-22, IV-85 
Noise standards VI-34 
Noise zone IV-82 
Nomination procedure, Landmarks Board IV-57 
Nominations, action on, Landmarks Board IV-57 
Non-business area II-22 
Nonconforming building II-22 
Nonconforming buildings and structures V-64 
Nonconforming use II-23 
Nonconforming uses V-65 
Nonconformities V-62 
Notice, giving III-62 
Nursery II-23, IV-3, IV-7, IV-13, IV-32 
Nursery school See Preschool/Day care center 
Nursery, plant IV-100, IV-107, IV-148 
Nursing home II-23 
Nursing home IV-19, IV-25, IV-39 
O (Office) IV-38 
Occupancy, residential I-5 
Office District IV-38 
Office, administrative II-23, IV-39, IV-44, IV-87, IV-88, IV-92, IV-100 
Office, administrative IV-107, IV-115, IV-122, IV-127, IV-132, IV-140, IV-148 
Office, business II-23 
Office, dental IV-39, IV-44, IV-88, IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-115 
Office, medical II-23, IV-39, IV-44, IV-88, IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-115 
Office, sales II-23 
Office/retail/warehouse combination II-23, IV-107, IV-122 
Off-premise sign II-23 
On-premise sign II-23 
Open space II-23 
Open space regulations V-16, V-73 
Open space requirements in general VI-8 
Open space, general I-3 
Open space, usable See Usable open space 
Optical lenses IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117 
Ordinance, historic designation See Historic designation ordinance 
Ordinary maintenance and repair II-24 
Orphanage II-24, IV-19, IV-25, IV-45 
Outdoor sales, seasonal IV-93 
Outdoor storage areas in mobile home parks IV-31 
Overnight shelter II-24 
Owner of record II-24 
Package liquor store II-24 
Packaging/shipping services IV-105, IV-114, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-138, IV-146 
Parcel II-1 
Parcel, minimum size w/out public water and sewer I-8 
Park IV-2, IV-6, IV-12, IV-18, IV-24, IV-39, IV-44, IV-87, IV-93, IV-100, IV-108 
Park IV-116, IV-122, IV-127, IV-132, IV-140, IV-148 
Parking lot IV-49, IV-92, IV-99, IV-106, IV-114, IV-147 
Parking spaces, off-street, computation V-56 
Parking stucture IV-49, IV-92, IV-99, IV-106, IV-114, IV-147 



Parking, bicycle V-61


Parking, bicycle, standards VI-29


Parking, commercial See Commercial off-street parking lot or structure 
Parking, cooperative V-57


Parking, exceptions V-56


Parking, general requirements for landscaping VI-8 
Parking, off-street requirements V-49


Parking, off-street standards VI-27


Parking, parts of a yard where prohibited V-59


Parking, required number of spaces V-50 
Parts, automobile See Automobile parts and accessories 
Patio court home See Dwelling, patio court home 
Paving II-24 
Pawn shop II-24, IV-93, IV-108, IV-116, IV-148 
PCB IV-142 
PD IV-68 
Peak hour trips II-24 
Permanent sign II-24 
Permits, required III-3


Person II-24


Personal service IV-45


Pervious surface II-24 
Pest control service IV-108, IV-122, IV-127, IV-132, IV-140, IV-148 
Pet grooming IV-88, IV-93, IV-100, IV-117, IV-148 
Pet store IV-93, IV-100, IV-117, IV-148 
Pets I-8 
Photo copying IV-87, IV-93, IV-105, IV-114, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-138, IV-146 
Photo processing IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-148 
Photography IV-39, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117 
Pick-up facility II-24 
Pipe and tobacco IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-117, IV-149 
Plan of operation IV-107, IV-115, IV-128, IV-134, IV-142 
Planned Development District IV-68 
Planning and Zoning Commission III-10 
Planning and Zoning Commission, duties of III-10 
Plats, required III-3 
Playground IV-2, IV-6, IV-12, IV-18, IV-24, IV-39, IV-44, IV-87, IV-93, IV-100, IV-108 
Playground IV-116, IV-122, IV-127, IV-132, IV-140, IV-148 
Plumbing IV-107, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-139, IV-147 
Police station IV-2, IV-6, IV-12, IV-18, IV-24, IV-31, IV-39, IV-44, IV-87 
Police station IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-116, IV-122, IV-127, IV-132, IV-140, IV-148 
Porch II-24 
Porch, open II-24 
Posting III-62 
Poultry IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-117, IV-149 
Power plant IV-139 
Power/communication conduits II-25


Preliminary development plan IV-70


Premise II-25


Preschool II-25 
Preservation II-25 
Preservation, wood IV-141 



Principal building See Building, principal; See also, Principal structure 
Principal structure II-25 
Principal use II-25 
Print shop for businesses II-25, IV-105 
Printing establishment II-25 
Printshop IV-87, IV-93 
Prison See Jail 
Private club II-25 
Private street, gate across V-103 
Production and repair, restricted IV-93, IV-101 
Promotional use, temporary See Temporary promotional use 
Proportion II-25 
Protection II-26 
Public II-26 
Public improvement project II-26 
Publication III-62 
Publishing IV-105, IV-114, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-138, IV-146 
Quarry IV-142 
Rack, bicycle See Bicycle rack 
Radio studio IV-40, IV-93, IV-99, IV-109, IV-117, IV-123, IV-127, IV-133, IV-141 
Radio studio IV-150 
Railroad terminal IV-140 
Reconstruction II-26 
Recording studio IV-40, IV-93, IV-101, IV-108, IV-116, IV-122, IV-127 
Recording studio IV-133, IV-140, IV-149 
Recreational vehicle park IV-99, IV-106 
Recreational vehicle, parked in front yard I-8 
Recreational vehicle used as a dwelling I-8 
Recycling center II-26, IV-92, IV-99, IV-107, IV-115, IV-121, IV-126 
Recycling center IV-132, IV-133, IV-139, IV-141, IV-148 
Recycling, battery IV-139 
Redevelopment area V-69 
Regulations, controlling I-12 
Rehabilitation II-26 
Rehabilitation impracticable II-26 
Relocation II-26 
Remodel II-26 
Rental agency, equipment, except heavy IV-107 
Rental agency, equipment, heavy IV-148 
Rental car office, satellite IV-95 
Repair See Ordinary maintenance and repair 
Repair, home appliance IV-109, IV-116 
Repair, office equipment IV-107, IV-115 
Repair, small engine IV-109 
Repeal of historic site designation IV-61 
Research facility IV-39, IV-44, IV-115 
Residence in CC district IV-116 
Residence in GI district IV-45 
Residence in GR district IV-93 
Residence in GR district as a conditional use IV-95 
Residence in LB district IV-87, IV-89 
Residence in Office district IV-39 



Residential group home V-77


Residential Townhouse District IV-6


Residential use on first floor in CC district IV-118 
Resource recovery collection center, household II-26, IV-92, IV-99, IV-107, IV-115, IV-121, IV-126, IV-139, IV-148 
Restaurant II-27, IV-39, IV-45, IV-88, I-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117 
Restaurant IV-149, IV-151 
Restoration II-27 
Restricted Industrial District IV-121 
Retail sales, limited to 25% of structure IV-122, IV-127, IV-133, IV-141 
Retail trade II-27 
Retirement home II-27, IV-19, IV-25, IV-39 
Review III-19 
Review, site plan III-19 
R-HD IV-23 
Rhythm II-27 
RI IV-121


R-MD IV-17


R-MHC IV-30


Roller skating arena IV-92, IV-99, IV-114, IV-147 
Rooming house II-27 
Routinely disturbed II-27 
R-SF IV-1 
R-TH IV-6 
Rulings, administrative III-2 
Sales, automobile See Automobile sales 
Salvage yard IV-135, IV-139, IV-141, V-72 
Salvage yard, automobile See Automobile wrecking yard 
Satellite dish antenna II-29 
Scale II-29 
Scenic Corridor Overlay District V-42 
School IV-2, IV-7, IV-12, IV-18, IV-24, IV-31 
School system II-29 
School, business II-29, IV-40, IV-94, IV-102, IV-109, IV-117, IV-122, IV-127, IV-133, IV-141 
School, elementary or secondary IV-40, IV-45, IV-115, IV-117 
School, industrial II-29, IV-109, IV-122, IV-127, IV-133, IV-141 
School, professional, commercial, industrial and trade IV-149 
Screening VI-1 
Screening, solid See Solid screening 
Search by Building Development Services III-2 
Secondhand store II-29, IV-93, IV-98, IV-108, IV-116, IV-148 
Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation IV-62 
Self-service storage facility defined See Storage, self-service 
Separability I-17 
Septic system II-29 
Service station, automobile See Automobile service station 
Setback II-29 
Setback, accessory structures III-55 
Setbacks and vehicular use areas I-7 
Setbacks on private streets I-7 
Setbacks, illustrated I-6 
Sewage treatment IV-46 
Sexual activites See Cabaret 



Sexual activites, specified See Cabaret 
Shared driveway defined II-11 
Shelter II-29 
Shelter, emergency, defined See Emergency shelter 
Shelter, emergency IV-44, IV-102, IV-110, IV-116, IV-123, IV-128, IV-134, IV-135 
Shelter, emergency IV-141, IV-143, IV-147, IV-150 
Shelter, overnight, defined See Overnight shelter (The definition has been repealed.) 
Shelter, service, transitional See Transitional service shelter 
Shelters and soup kitchens III-44 
Shelters, emergency, general provisions I-11 
Shoe repair shop IV-39, IV-87, IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-116, IV-148 
Shoes IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-117, IV-149 
Sight obstruction V-21 
Sight triangle, street/driveway intersections V-24 
Sign II-30 
Sign permit V-48 
Sign Plan, Master V-44 
Sign Plan, Master, amendment to V-48 
Sign shop IV-105, IV-114, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-138, IV-146 
Sign structure II-30


Sign, attached II-3


Sign, detached II-10


Sign, directional II-10 
Sign, ideological and noncommercial See Ideological and noncommercial sign 
Sign, off-premise See Off-premise sign 
Sign, on-premise See On-premise sign 
Sign, temporary See Temporary sign (portable sign) 
Sign, vehicular See Vehicular sign 
Significant exterior architectural feature II-30 
Signs V-26 
Signs in business areas V-33 
Signs in non-business areas V-39 
Signs, directional V-41 
Signs, effective area See Effective area (signs) 
Signs, exempt (no sign permit needed) types V-27 
Signs, exempt operations V-30 
Signs, general provisions V-30 
Signs, legal nonconforming V-40 
Signs, sight triangle requirements V-32 
Single-family dwellings in alternative districts V-106 
Single-Family Residential District IV-1 
Single-family-detached dwelling IV-1, IV-6, IV-11, IV-17, IV-23, IV-30 
Single-family-semi-detached dwelling IV-1, IV-6, IV-12, IV-18, IV-23, IV-30 
Site II-1 
Site plan, contents III-20 
Site plan, exemptions III-20 
Site plan, when required III-19 
Site, historic See Historic site 
Sketch plan IV-70 
Small engine repair IV-109 
Smelter IV-140 
Solid screening II-31 



Sorority house II-31, IV-44, IV-48 
Sound level, yearly day-night average See Yearly day-night average sound level 
Soup kitchen I-11, II-31, IV-44, IV-102, IV-110 
Soup kitchen IV-116, IV-123, IV-128, IV-134, IV-135, IV-142, IV-143, IV-150 
Space, bicycle II-5 
Special exception application requirements III-56 
Special exceptions III-53 
Specified anatomical areas See Cabaret 
Specified sexual activities See Cabaret 
Sports facility, indoor IV-38, IV-43, IV-92, IV-98, IV-114, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-139, IV-146 
Stabilization II-31 
Stadium IV-45, IV-117 
Stockyard IV-141 
Storage container II-31 
Storage of flammable liquids IV-134, IV-139 
Storage of materials IV-117, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-139 
Storage yard, construction equipment IV-102, IV-128, IV-134, IV-142, IV-150 
Storage, self-service II-31, IV-94, IV-101, IV-107, IV-122, IV-128, IV-139, IV-142, IV-149 
Storage, vehicle IV-141, IV-149; See also, Vehicle 
Stormwater treatment IV-46


Story II-31


Street II-31


Street frontage I-8 
Street grade II-32 
Street width II-33 
Street, collector II-32 
Street, collector, local II-32 
Street, commercial/industrial, local II-32 
Street, highway access II-32 
Street, local II-32 
Street, primary arterial II-32 
Street, private, gated V-103 
Street, residential collector II-33 
Street, residential, local II-33 
Street, secondary arterial II-33 
Streets, private, setbacks on I-7 
Stripper See Cabaret 
Structural alteration See Alteration, structural 
Structure II-33 
Structure, historic, demolition of II-10 
Structures, number allowed on a lot I-4 
Structures, substandard I-8 
Studio IV-39, IV-87, IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117 
Substance abuse treatment facility II-33, IV-38, IV-106, IV-114, IV-128, IV-134, IV-142 
Substantial conformity (PD) IV-79 
Survey, historic II-33 
Swap meet II-33, IV-105, IV-121, IV-126, IV-132, IV-139, IV-146 
Swimming pool sales IV-101, IV-109, IV-122, IV-127, IV-133, IV-141, IV-149 
Switching yard, railroad IV-140 
Tailor shop IV-39 
Tailoring, custom IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117 
Tavern II-34, IV-46, IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117, IV-149 



Taxi dispatch IV-101, IV-109, IV-117, IV-149 
Taxi office IV-101, IV-109, IV-117, IV-149 
Taxidermist IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-123, IV-149 
Tea room II-34 
Telecommunication tower, list of types V-82 
Telecommunication towers V-77 
Television studio IV-40, IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117, IV-123, IV-127, IV-133, IV-141 
Television studio IV-150 
Temporary promotional use II-34 
Temporary sign (portable sign) II-34 
Temporary uses V-10 
Temporary vendor II-34, IV-102, IV-110 
Terminal, motor freight IV-128, IV-132, IV-140, IV-150 
Terminal, railroad IV-140 
Terminal, truck IV-128, IV-132, IV-140, IV-150 
Terrace II-34 
Territory, newly annexed I-9 
Text II-1 
Towels IV-107 
Tower II-34, IV-40, IV-45, IV-46, IV-88, IV-94, IV-102, IV-110, IV-117, 
Tower IV-118, IV-123, IV-128, IV-134, IV-135, IV-141, IV-142, IV-150 
Towers, telecommunication V-77 
Towing, vehicle See Vehicle towing 
Townhouse IV-17, IV-23; See also, Dwelling, townhouse 
Toys IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-117, IV-149 
Tract II-1 
Trade (exchange) II-33 (Swap meet) 
Trade, wholesale See Wholesale trade 
Trailer, parked in front yard I-8 
Trailer, use as a dwelling I-8 
Transitional housing I-11, II-34, IV-2, IV-7, IV-12, IV-18, IV-24, IV-31 
Transitional service shelter II-34, IV-19, IV-25, IV-102, IV-110, IV-118, IV-123, IV-128, IV-134, IV-135 
Transitional service shelter IV-141, IV-143, IV-150 
Tree, exceptional II-12 
Tree, existing, credit for VI-7 
Trip ends II-34 
Trips, peak hour See Peak hour trips 
Truck garden IV-3, IV-7, IV-13, IV-32 
Truck stop IV-102, IV-109, IV-150 
Truck terminal IV-128, IV-132, IV-140, IV-150 
Tutoring II-35


UC IV-50


UN IV-48


Uncertainty as to boundaries of airport districts IV-83 
Undeveloped land II-35 
University IV-38, IV-44, IV-114 
University Combining District IV-48 
Upholstery shop IV-101, IV-109, IV-123, IV-128, IV-134, IV-141, IV-148, IV-150 
Urban Conservation District IV-50


Usable open space II-35


Use II-35


Uses, agricultural I-11 



Uses, number allowed on a lot I-4 
Uses, permitted; conditional I-2 
Utility distribution facilities II-35 
Utility line placement I-9, I-10 
Utility substation facilities II-35


Utility substation, location and design requirements I-10


Utility transmission utilities II-35


Utility uses IV-44, IV-89, IV-93, IV-100, IV-108, IV-116, IV-122, IV-127 
Utility uses IV-133, IV-140, IV-149 
Utility, exemptions I-10, I-11 
Variance application requirements III-51 
Variances III-50 
Variances, criteria for granting of III-50 
Variances, provisions of Zoning Ordinance susceptible to III-50 
Vehicle II-35 
Vehicle rental IV-133, IV-141 
Vehicle repair activity II-35 
Vehicle repair activity, special regulations V-71 
Vehicle storage IV-100, IV-108, IV-133, IV-149 
Vehicle towing IV-133, IV-141 
Vehicle towing and storage service II-35 
Vehicle use area II-35 
Vehicle, commercial, parked in residential district I-8 
Vehicular sign II-35 
Vehicular use areas, setbacks on I-7 
Vendor, temporary See Temporary vendor 
Veterinarian services IV-87 
Veterinary clinic See Clinic, veterinary for definition 
Veterinary clinic IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-123, IV-127, IV-129, IV-133 
Veterinary clinic IV-135, IV-141, IV-143, IV-150, IV-151 
Vibration II-36 
Video game arcade IV-92, IV-99, IV-114, IV-147 
Video rental IV-45, IV-88, IV-93, IV-101, IV-117, IV-149 
Vision obstruction, restrictions on V-21 
Vote, required in favor of applicant, Board of Adjustment III-13 
Warehouse IV-110, IV-118, IV-123, IV-127, IV-133, IV-141, IV-150 
Warehouse, mini See Storage, self-service 
Waste, hazardous See Hazardous waste 
Watches IV-93, IV-101, IV-109, IV-117 
Water treatment IV-46 
Wearing apparel IV-45, IV-87, IV-92, IV-102, IV-118, IV-149 
Wholesale sales and distribution IV-102 
Wholesale trade II-36 
Width, lot See Lot width 
Width, street See Street width 
Wireless facility IV-2, IV-7, IV-13, IV-18, IV-25, IV-31, IV-40, IV-45, IV-46, IV-88, IV-94 
Wireless facility IV-95, IV-100, IV-108, IV-116, IV-118, IV-122, IV-123, IV-127 
Wireless facility IV-129, IV-133, IV-135, IV-140, IV-143, IV-149, IV-150 
Wireless facility, list of types V-82 
Wood preservation IV-141 
Working days II-36 
Wrecking yard, auto IV-135, IV-139, IV-141, V-72 



Yard II-36 
Yard regulations V-16 
Yard regulations, exceptions to V-18 
Yard requirements for open land V-25 
Yard, front II-36 
Yard, railroad, switching IV-140 
Yard, rear II-36 
Yard, side II-36 
Yards, fences in V-22 
Yards, permitted projections into V-19 
Yards, permitted structures in V-19 
Yards, sight triangles V-22, V-23 
Yards, vision obstructions in V-21 
Yearly day-night average sound level (Ldn) II-36 
Zero lot line II-36 
Zero lot line construction III-28 
Zero yards, location III-29 
Zero-lot-line construction IV-2, IV-7, IV-12, IV-18, IV-24, IV-31 
Zoning certificate III-4 
Zoning districts I-12 
Zoning map, display of; maintenance of; interpretation of I-15 
Zoning map, effect of street vacation on I-16 
Zoning, county vs. city I-9 
Zoo IV-44 
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